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ADVERTISEMENT. 



In pretentnig to the public the present edi-, 
tion of this valuable history, the publisher 
thinks it necessary to apprise the reader of 
s(«te change which has been adopted in the 
j^ of the work. 

The improvement m the art of versificadon 
has been so great within the last century, that 
much of the poetry contained in the fc^lowing 
pages, now appear to disadvantage; andalai^ 
p(Htion of it having very Little connection with 
the narrative of the author's life, it has been 
titiought expedient to transpose it to the tatter. 
^rt of the book, in the form of an appendix. 
By this means, the reader will be qwred an 
imnecessary interruption; and those whowi^ 
to peruse his verses, may be gratified by tum> 
ing to die si^>endix. A few pieces of a contro- 
versial nature have been omitted, from a ccm- 
viction, that they cotdd add luithing to the value 
of the work. 
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PREFACE, 



Gather up the fragments that remain, that 
nothing be lost, John, vi. 12. was the direction 
of our Saviour to bis disciples, after he had fed 
the multitude. Wluch may w^l uid usefully 
be applied, to the cc^Iecting and preserving the 
accounts of the lives of good men ; men who 
in riieir day, have been emmently aseful jp 
the stations of life, wherein God, by his gootl 
providence, hath placed them. And this pre. 
serving, by. publication, is the rather to be 
done, when they leave behind them an ac- 
count of their hves, and of the signal met. 
cies of God to them; therein : fcr from sucli 
accounts may best be gathered, by the reader, 
the man's particular state, exercise and growth 
in the work of restoration, out of the lall and 
degeneracy ; and, in the reading thereof, be 
not only excited to bless the name of the Lord, 
on his behalf, but also gain some direction from 
the pttth^ so fairly tracked out ;^ and aground 



of hope, that by being faithful, they may like- 
wise attain to the same good experience. 

There is not with me any doubt, that some- 
thing oS this Ictnd may be the lot of many, in. 
to whose hands this treatise may come ; for that 
they will herein meet with an account .of a va- 
riety of exercises, and the providences of Gdd 
iReretn, all related wilJi ^eat strength and 

-plainncssof speech: -otir deeeasCdfriend Tho- 
mas Eilwood,- h'av^g'b^en a mitn whon^'C^ 
had endued with'smgular abilities, both as a 

: man, and as a christian ; which is evidertt, fflJt 

■ «n!y from this short account of his life, viWch 
«as written by himself, andt^ the sdpplfcment 

'added hereunto; but more lairgely ftSftm tin 
jnany uscjftil labours and services, and the maW^ 
bof^s which be ivrote in the deftnce of -Trittk^ 
and the friends thereof; for which service he 
was in a particular manner qualified, by^irit- 
tial wisdom and christian obedience ; to whibh 
in him, was added great strength and depth 
of judgment, vrherein he cttuld dtsecni the 

' spiritS'of others, and was very much the-mas- 
ter of his own, as did appear to such who knew 
him, not only by the soundness (^his reason. 
ing, and ihedfeasoBablenfrssof his.wordB; but 
also by his great and exemplary modesty, in 



that he wasnothast^r to propose, norriidelx. 
tenacioQs to insist on what he bad proposed ; 
if any thing, tliou^ not well expressed, yet well 
intended, was -oQcred by any oiie much wcalb- 
et ; luyT though but by a babe in Christ. 

His countenance was manly' and cheerful ; 
his deportment graVe, yet affable and courte- 
ous, eveii to the meanest person ; his conver- 
satio» inoooept. pleasant and instructive, yet 
severe against, any thing that was bcyratd the 
Ubcrty of truth. These, with lus othor quali- 
fications of body and mind, did' render hira 
both very aocepuUe and very useful, aa a 
friead, as a neighbour, and as a member and 
elder in the church of Christ ; and the more, 
for that his time was chiefly employed in be> 
mg serviceable in one orodwr of these capa- 
Gki«s. : 

. I HUi^ht.hcre jnrticolarly mention the sevc- 
nl labours of our deceased friend, according 
to their respective times, and the nature of 
their several subjeets ; but much of this being 
already done in the ensuing pages, I choose to 
idbr the reader thither ; by which possibly 
he may be excited to the perusal of them, and 
shaU oaXy say concaiiing them, ^hat the judi- 
cious reader itiSi easily observe, that his> 
a2 



method and sttle denote him to have been 
a scholar : and yet not more so, - than the 
'simplicity and purity of the truth, whereof 
he made proEeasion, would penntt him. 

I \f'&ft with our friend Thomas FJIwood, the 
greater part of his sickness : in which he was 
also veiy frequently visited 'by our friend 
Gewge Bowies, who wa^ his neighbour ; to 
;whom therefore I refer far^he account which 
-he may ffive of his sickness aod dying words. 

As it was my good lotto be welt acqu^nted 
\with-hiro, though oaiy in the latter years pf 
his life, and know that he ^d neither use dor 
'encourage the bestowing ehtborate cncomiutAB 
>]pon persons deceased : So neither shall I add 
-further concerning him, than to say with the 
Apostle conccrntnir the foilhftd, that he wu 
'righteous, God testifying of his g4fls;' aittd'bf 
it he being dead, yet speaketh.— Heb. xi. 4. 

J. W. 

London, 2d. Manlh, ' 

12(A, 1714, 



■ ^■Google 



THE 

HISTORY 

OF THE 

THOMAS ELL WOOD. 



". ALTHOUGH my station, not being io 
■ eminent either in the Church of Chpjst, or in 
' the world, astacherswho have moved in hi^er 
'.Qrb%,Jp^. .nv( .afibrd such considerable re- ' 
.jmarks as th^r»;; yet, in^much as in the 
course of my travels through this vale of 
tears, I have passed through various, and 
Bonte luicsramoa escrcises. which the Lord 
-hath Wc-n graciously picaged to support me 
.onder^ aad conduct me through,, i hold it a 
matter excusable, at least, if not commend- 
able, jto give the world some litfle account of 
-my life, that in recounting the many deliver- 
ances and preservatioos, which the Lord hath 
.vouchsafed to work for me, both 1, by a 
grateful acknowledgement thereuf, and return 
■of ihaiiksgivings. unto him iherei'or, mu}, in 
in some measure set forth his abundant good- 
ness to me ; and others, whos'C lot it may be 
to tread the Mfne {i«tb» and fall into tlie same 
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or like-exercises, may be encMvaged to per- 
severe in the way c^ hoUnesa, and wiili full 
assurance of mind to trust in tlie Lord, whatso- 
ever triabmay befal them. 

To begin therefore with mine own begtlr- 
niogv ^ **^ b'*'''* 1" '^^- y^^ ^ ^^^ Lurd, 
1639, about the beginning of the Eighth 
Month, so far as I have been abte to inform 
myself : for the parish, register, which^relates 
to t1^ time, not of birth-, but of- baptism,, 
as they call it, is not to be relied on. 

The place of my birth was a little coudtry 
town,, called CrowelJ, situate in the upper side 
of Oxfordshire, three miles eastwaixl- &om 
Thame the nearest marltet-town. 

My father'sname was Walter EHwood'; and 
my mother's maiden-name'wai Elizabeth Pot- 
man : both well descended r bntof declining 
families. So that what my father possessed 
(which was a pretty estaiein lands, and more, as 
1 have heard in monies) he received as he had 
done his name Walter, < from his grandfiuher 
■Walter Gray; whose daughter, and only child, 
. was his Mother. ■ ■ ' 

In my very infancy, when I was bdl abotK 
two years old, I was carried to London-. Per 
the civil war, binKVe^Ktng afxl Pbriiaittrht, ' 
breaking then-forth ;■ iroy&ther^ who favour'* 
ed die Parliament, side, though he tocA not 
Arms, not holding himself safe at hi$ country ' 
babkation, which lay tootKar some garrisons c^ 
the King's, betoiik himself to LondoD, that 
ci^ then boldiDg fiir tbePtrUuneiM. 
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THOMAS BXLVDOD. 9 

. ■ Thw-e wts- I bred up (thougK not ^vithout 
much difficulty,- tbe^ctt)^ air ncM: agreetDfi; witb 
my tender oon^itution) and there cDntiimedi 
until Oxford was surreodared, and the war, in 
appettrdBoe, /eade^.- 

■ ill this timo, -my parents.' contimcted an «^ 
quamlanfie..aild iotiinate fl-iendsliip with the 
lady ^ringetti th«n the widow of Sir William 
■.^iogett, who: died in the Parliameiit ser- 
-.Tior; and who was afterwards the wjk of 
Isaac Penington, eldeat son of Alderman Pen- 
tngton-DfLodtkMu And this friendship devolv- 
.■ing from the parents to the children, I beeame 
0n early and particular playMfellowto her daugh' 
-tcr Guliclma;, being admitted as such, to 
tide with- her in her little coach, drawn by her 
'£aotntSB 3t»>ut Litrcotn's-inn Sekis. 
T- I iQetttion this in this- place,- because the 
catitnBatioii' of' that acquaint^ice and friend. 
ship '.imi'iii|^ been an ocoasional means of iny 
bemfT afterimrds^ brought to the knowkctge 
^ the ' blessed Truth, 1 shall have frequent 
cause, inthtfoourse'erf the foUowingdiscourse, 
to make honourable mention of that family, 
to H&ieb I a«i- ilndcr so many and great nblt- 
gadonsr ■ * 

.'Soon afterthe surrender of Osford, myfo- 
thcr- retui^ed tohis estate at Growell ; whir^ 
by that tim6 he might have ]ieed enough to 
look aftsr^ having spent, I suppose, the great- 
est part of the monies which had been left him 
'by bis grand^thei-, in maintaining himself and 
-his' family at onibigb rote in London. 
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My ddcF brother (for 1 hod oae brother driS 
two sisters, all oldv than mysetf) was, whillj 
<ve lived at London, boarded at a private schootj 
in the house of one Francis Atkinson, at s 
place called Hadley, nearBaraet in Hanlbrdi- 
shire ;■ where he had made some goodproficl^ 
cncy in the Latin and French tongues. -Btk 
after we had left the city, and were rcsettietf 
in the country ; he was taken 'frwn that pru 
Tate school, and sent to the free st^ool-at 
Thame in Oxfordshire. i ■ ' . 

Thiiher also was 1 sent, as soon as my tttt.' 
derege would permit : for I Vas indeed but 
young when I went, and yet seemed younger 
than 1 was, by reason ol my Iqw and little sta> 
ture. For it was held, for son* years, ^ 
doubtful point, whether 1 shouki not' have' 
proved a dwarf. Bui after I wes arrived to 
the fifteenth year of my age, or thereaboufisi"-!* 
b*gan to shoot up, and gave not over growing, 
tiir I had attained the middle size and stature' 
ofmen. 

At this school, which at that lime was W 
good repHtation, I profited apace ; having then 
a natural propensity toieaming : so that ai ^^ 
first reading o\'er my lesson, I commonly- 
made myself mas»r of it : and yei, which' ii 
strange to think of, few boys in the sdiooV 
wore out more birch than I. For (Koughl 
was never, that I remember, whifjpcd upon 
the score of not having my lesson ready, or 
of not saying it well : yet being a little busy 
boy, iuHof spirit, of a working Iwad,- andac- 
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ixe Jtffid, I could not eaaMj conlbnn myself 
Co the grave and spber rules, and as<I then 
thought, severe orders of the school ; but wa^ 
often playing one wa^ish ptank or other 
among niy fellow-schcJars, which subjected 
Ae to .ctHrection, so that I have come under- 
^ discipline of the rod twice in a forenoon> 
libicb yet brake no boiKS. 

Had I been pontinued at this school, and in 
due time preferred to an higher, I might in- 
likelihood have been a scholar : for I was ob- 
served tq have a genius apt to learn. But my 
&tber'having^ as soon as the republican gov- 
ernment began to settle, accepted the office of • 
a justice of the ^acCi which was no way bene- 
ficial but merely honorary, and every way 
expensive, ai>d put himself int9 a port and 
course of living agreeable thereunto; ,and 
baving also removed my brother from Thame 
school to Morton college ip Oxford, and ea- 
tered, him there in the highest and most 
<^rgeable condition of a fellow-commoner, 
' he found it needful to retrench his expences 
elsewhere, the hurt of which fell upon me. 
F^ he theretjpon took mc from school, to save 
toe, charge of miuntaining me there, which 
V'as spmewhat like plucking green fruit from 
the ^ee, and laying it by before it was come 
to its due ripeness, which will thenceforth 
shrink and wither, and lose ihat little juice 
^d relish which it began to have. . 

Even so it fared with me. For being taken 
Xwoe when X was but >oui^, and before I 



. Citnigk' 
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iws w«n settled in my studies, (though I ha/^, 
made a good progress in the Lati^i tongue, and, - 
was entered in the Greek) being left too much; 
to myself, to ply or play with my books ot, 
without them, as I pleased ; I soon shook, 
hands with my books by shakir^ my books, 
outof my hands, and laying diem, by degrees,, 
quite aside; and addicted my self to such youth-; 
&1 sports and pleasures as the pl^ce a^brded, 
atid my condition could reacli unto. 

By this means, in a little time, I began to 
lose that little learning 1 had acquired at, 
. school ; and by a continued disuse of my, 
books, became at length so utterly a stranger 
to learning, that I could not have read, fer: 
less have understood a sentence in Latin.. 
"Which I was so sensible of, that I warily avoid-, 
<:d reading to others, even in an Knglish book, 
lest, if I should meet with a Latin word,, 
I should ^hamc niysetf, by mispronouncing 
it. 

Thus I went on, taking my swing in such, 
vain courses, as were accounted harmless re- ■ 
creations ; entertaining my companions, and 
familiar acquaintance, with pleasant discour- 
ses ir» our conversations, by the mere force of 
mother wit and natural parts, without the help 
of school cultivation : and was accounted good 
company too. 

But I always sorted myself with, persons of 
ingenuity, temperance and sobriety : for I, 
loathed scunilities. in conversation, and had. 
a natural \aversion to imi^otlerate drinking., 
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So that in the time of my greatest vanity," I 
jvas preserved from profeneness, and the 
grosser evils of the world ; which rendered 
me acceptable to persons of the best note in 
that country then. I often waited on the 
lord Wfcnmaii, at his house, Thame , park, 
about two-miles from Growell, where I lived ; 
to whose favour I held myself entitled in a 
two-fold respect ; both as tiiy mother was 
nearly related to. his lady, and as he hud been 
pleased to bestow his liame upon me, when he 
made large promises for me at the font. He 
ita.. a person of ^reat honour and virtue, anti 

. always ^aivf me a kind reception at his table, 
how often soever I came. . And I have 
cause to think, 1 should have received iioirx 
this lord someiadvantat^eous preferment in this 
World, as soon as he had found me capable of 
h, though betwixt him and my father there was 
not then so '}rocd an understanding as might 
have been wished ; had l.not been, in a little 
time after, called into the service of the best 

" vid highest Lord, and thereby lobt the favour 
of all my friends, relations, and acquainrance 
of this world. To the account of which most 
happy exchange I hasten, and therefore wil- 
Jin^ly pass over many particularities of my 
youthful life. Yet one passage I am willing 
to mention, for the effect it had upon mc after* 
wards, which was thus : 

My father being then in the comiiiission of 
the peace, and going to a petty sessions at - 
Watiington, I waited on him thither. And 

B 
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when xre came near the town, the coachman 
seeing a nearer and eaiier way than the comi 
mon roa(],' through a eorn-£eld, tnd that it 
ii-as wide enough for the wheels to run, witbt 
out endamaging the eotn, turned down there* 
Which being: observed hy an husband-man^ . 
who was at plough not far off* he ran to vbfi 
and stopping the coach, poured 'forth a mouth* 
ful of complaints, in none of the. best lan> 
guage, for driving over the corn. My fathet" 
mildly answered him, that if tliere was an of- 
fence committed, be must rather impute ibl* 
hisservnnt, than himself ; since he neither -diV 
rected him to drive that wa^-,' nor l^netv wiaicii 
Way he drove. ■ Yctadded, thathe-waagoiftj^ 
to such' an inn at the town; whither ifiln 
came, he would make him full satisfaction^ 
for whatsoever damage he had receiv«d thentv 
by. And soonwewent, the man venting to 
discontent as he went back, in- angry ao- 
cents. At the town, upon enquiry; ive iid»> 
derstood that it was a way often used, aad 
without damage, being broad enough; but' 
that it was not the common road, which yot 
lay not far from it, and was also good enou^t 
wherefore my father bid his. man drive home 
that way. i' 

. It was late in the even'mg when we retutm- 
ed, and very dark ; .and this quarrelsoraannB, 
■who had troubled himself and us in the mom- 
ing, having gotten another Iirsty fellow liJke 
himself to assist htm, way-laycd us in ^fae night, 
expecting we would return the same way We 



r.„,gic 



TBOMA« ZtLWOOO. If 

But when-the; found \vc <iid not, but 
took the. common wiy, tbey> angry ihat they 
wercKctisappaintecl^ VMi k^athto iosethifir pur- 
poaei \vlucbwa3iDputaaa>buacu{}Qiius,cou&U 
etiot^rtoueintlBcdark, and laying bold on Lhc 
llorsBs bridles, '^topt tliem from going on. — 
My fftdier adktnf^ .his man wlaat ihe leasoa 
was that he 'went not- ou, was answered, that 
diere. were, two: men At tlielMVses beads, who 
iieULthem baok.. and .would not su&r them to 
go forward.-. Whereupon my father, qpenio^ 
«hS'. boot, stc^t.out, and I followed ctoi>c at 
Ills beels. Goio^ up to the place where the 
Bienstaody he demanded of them the rcasoa 
•C this assauk. They' Hatd ■. we were upon the 
wjra. We- knew by the routs, ,w« were not 
on 'dieieorh, but ia cliQ common way, and told 
tiem iot . But lbey..toldus, they were resolv- 
ed they wuuhl:not-let :us go on any farther, 
bat .TV^Miid make us ^. back i^iiin. My fa- - 
Iter «ndeiirour«d, by gentle reasoning^ to. 
fcrsiiadQ lliem to forbear, and not run tbeov- 
seln'ea farther into the . danger uf tlie law, 
vhuihfthey .were run too far into already ; but 
t^y rathar derided htm for it. Seeing thei-e- 
foittif^v-nieaju would not work upon them, 
he spake more roughly to them, chwgiog 
tbun to ctebv«3- their dubs, for each of them 
ludaigreat club in hi& hand, somewhat like 
tfaose which are called quartef staves, 'i'bey 
t^reupoa, laughing,, told him, they did * 
not brinff them thither for that end. There- 
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upon my fiKiter, 4ufAu^his.headtome,.MHdT 
Toni, disarm them. f 

I stood ready at his elfaour, waitinfjoiily^JoT 
the wurd of coaiRiand. For being: natumlly 
of a bold spirit, fuU tlsn of yxHlthiul • hea^ 
asd that too faeighiencd. by'tbe. fiev&e i- hadi, 
not oaly of the abuaci but tnsoletit. behaviour 
of tho&e rude: feUows, my blood began to botlt 
and my fingers hohed, as the saying is, to:b4 
dealing with thnn-. Wherdbre, stepping 
boldly forward to iay bohion^he staff o£ 'him 
that was nearest to .roe:,. I ami, «trtsh,-deljvrir 
your iveapon. .He thtmipon raised- his «hiU 
(which wasbi^ eooughto have luMkokeddnilm 
Sfi'Ox) ifittiuht^, m^leebt, to .bavc Icaoclieel 
me down with.it; as probably be would Imvo 
done, had I not^ in-the' Cwiokling '(rf'an eyei| 
whipped out my! rapiar, And made a ^f>s up* 
On him; 1 xoulU not iiavo failed runnioi^ of 
Itim tlirough up to the.-hilt-, hud he stood fatft 
grodnd': but the sudden, md unexpected 
sight . of my bci^t blade, .glittering in thd 
dark night, did so amaze and terrify the mwai 
that slippihg aside,, he avoided very ihrd^^ 
and letting his staff sink, betook himself-. ta 
his heels for safety ; which hiiGampaHonrscjifH 
ing, fled also. .1 tfollowed'lhe.formerrBS'iinfr 
asiccAild: but tiraar a Jdkhi, alas,! fiear^anid 
him wings, and made himswiftly fiy).: tsaih^b 
althutigh I u'as.ac«oimifediVcry iiiinbtcr ycb 
'the farther we ran, the more groond he-^iir.; 
ed on me ; so that 1 could not overtake him : 
which made me think be took shetaer under 
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soMe -b^ti ; ' whiel) be- kacnv wlnre to findv 
though I did noL Meanwhile the coachman 
"(-who had sufficiently the outside of a man) 
eixcused' himself from inlermeddling, under 
]»t>eteAce fhat' he- dant not leave his horses : 
and so left me to shift kar- m^elf. And I was 
gone 60 for- beyond' mf knowledge, that I un- 
derstood not which ' way I was to go, till by 
liidtowing, and being brilowcd to again, I 
was diMcted where to fiiut my eanpany. 

We had ea^ memiv Err have found out who 
1h*se men ww g, the principal of them having 
bgrH ktthe day time aA the mn, and both quar* 
Idled with-thecoachman, andthreateaed to be 
fcven with him when he went back : but since 
^ley CskMccdr'no better in their attempt, my 
fluAer thought it better not to know thetn, tlion 
to oblige himselltoaproaeoatton of them^ 

At thM'-lime, and for a good while after, I 
liad BO regret upon my mind for what I had 
done, and designed to have done in this cise ; 
butftenton, in a sortof ba-airery, rasolvingtu 
kill,' if I' coidd, amv mm tliat should make 
tlie tike attempt, or put any affi-ont upon us ;: 
and fee that reason, seldom went afterwards- 
ttpMi Eiiose puUie aervices, without a loaded 
pisiok inmy' podcet. But when it pleased thC' 
Lord, in his infiinte goodness,, to call-me out 
of the spirit and wayaof the world,, and give 
me the knowledf^ of hia saving truth ^ where- 
by the actiww of say focepast life were. set 'in • 
order- beftirD me, a «ort of horror siezcd oiv 
me, ^^lOK I ccosiderod how ntar I b;id becn^ 
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to the Btaming of my hands with hinaaa bfaMtd. 
And whensoever afienvards J went that way,' 
anti mdeed as- often since as the matter has- 
come into tny remembrance, say soul haa 
blessed the Lord for my ■ delivevanee ; aad 
thanksgivings and praises have arisen in my. 
heart (as now, at the relating^ of it, tbey do^ 
to him who preserved, and with-hejd mefrosb 
shedding man's blood. Which^isthe rCQS9d 
for which I have given thl» account oflhat^CM 
tion, that others may be warned by it. 
' 1658. About this- time my dear and boat 
euredmotherdeparted tliisiife,.whowasini' 
a woman of singular wwth asd virtue ; 
having a little before heard of the death o£ h^ 
eldest son, who fitlling under the displeaauie 
of my father, for refusing tie resign hiB intc^r- 
est in an estate w^eh my &ther totd, and 
thereupon desired that he mighchave leava to 
travel, tnii{^s'thattim« and absence might 
work a reconoHiation, went into Irsland, with, 
a person powerful there in those times,, by 
whose means he was quidbly prefer^ - to a 
place of trust and profiti but lived ji9Cionf^ to 
enjoy it. - , ; " , . 

i meittjoncd before, ttttt during m^ ihtheD^ 
abbde in London, in- the: time of tim -civil 
wars, he contracted a fifioid»hipwi«h tiicLftS^- 
Spi^ngett, theaawid^w.'aad a£Krwi«>ds«)tat>< 
Tied to Isaac Feningtoh, .£sq';-.:to coittinve' 
- which, be sometimes yisiAed - tton «t ^their-' 
country.- lod^ngs^ as aiDatcbsfi,- andiatiGAos*- 
ham-ldUip£^ear':Hni^tigi-: :A«d-iilwighe«fd 
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tluit'lbey' wete come to tive.:4ip«)n, their own 
estate M Chaifoii^ in Buckiiighamshire,. about 
^een iqiies from CrmveU, he went one da.j 
la visit them there, land to return at night; 
Dduiig nte-.with him. 

iQS>9, BtU veiy, much surprised :Wfi were, 
f^n^ being conj^ thither, ;we£r&t heard, thea 
fsund they were becqaoe Quakers ; a people wf 
tnd.ikt^newJed^of, and aoam^iye hi^,.-tUi 
(hefty Sjcarce heard <^. : , 

So gpcat-a.ch^ge, from afreet debonair 
udi^Qurtly-i&ort.ef behayiour, which we for. 
^piy had 'jound i-hem in, to so.strict^a gravi. 
fti«s. ihey flow received .US with, didnotaiit* 
lie'aiQuee.us,' and dift9ippofnt:Our ejcpectatiou 
er9UQh..'ai plcaswt: vJMiit as .we;u^d- to havci 
vidhad novFpeQB»isf;d 9urKlv^,/ Nor (^tul4 
tay.fathcf hweitnyiQpportjjnity,, ijy a; private 
coafcnnQe.^ withii.^heini to. uQders>taii4 tbs 
^Wnd-5on ototssion of .this oli^ge ; the^e. l?e- 
)Bg'Eoaie.atL}er'9t^;Si^rs with them, related to 
Iws P«iin^9n. wh<^eaqic ^i^tnfiocmikgfroin 
tondtm. la. visit lh«n>i«ls#.. 

F«r my,, pw w. t soaght, . itnd at, (pngU> fqut>d 
nwdn^tn^caftt ^ayself ip^> the compitny of th^ 
4wgycr-, ,M*Qm.X&>»ft^.gaijh#rin4f-sQ(nefl<)vv- 
crsita-th««i»iid«M a«pndi?d.lej'.her rmd, wbq 
Wftal8*a.ftMftke¥,: S»t;Wbeft I addressed my- 
»thi&b9iMf»cCitnj[,acG«stptn(?d manner, with 
iaHntion .!» «»gAgP.h*r .*n»ome discourse^ 
Vhkh migh>.ii»trftdu9e.,^pnve?Eatiou on the 
fi«rtrf>i; <wr:,fc^m»t! acftu^tptance i though &he 
*»»Kl.niftJwi^-,a,c9ttrt««i« ipien, yet, as 
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young as ahe was, the gravity 6f her lo^ftW^ 
behavioar struck such ftn awe upon me, thM 
I found myself not so much mastcrof myself 
as to pursue any further converse withheif^ 
wherefore, asking pardon for my boldttes»'til 
having intruded myself into het private wttlks^ 
I withdrew, not Without some disorder ('as I 
thought at least) of mind. ''* 

We staye'd dinner, which was very hand*, 
some i and lacked nothing to recommbndft -td 
me, but the want of mirth and pleasant dls-. 
course ; which we couM neither have wftf^ 
Ihcm, nor, I^ reason of them, with «ieaiy-'~ 
titer amongst ourselves ; the weightiness- xkM 
was upon their spirits and countenances, keep-' 
ing down the lightness that wonkl haVfi b«cn 
Qp in us. We stayed notwithscuidingtill tlM( 
rest of the com{Miny took leave of th^n : ae4 
then we also, doing the same, returned, not 
greatly satisfied with our journey, tMw know- 
ing what in particular to- fiiftd ftmlt Wittw 

-Yet this good eflfeet that vimt had itpottmf 
father, who was thfcn hi' the utiw w i fesion ftiy 
the peace that H disposed him to a rrktfc fa-i 
VDurable oiSinion of, and carriage towards thoatf' 
people when they ■ etfroe iia Im way i as tiot 
long after one of them did. For a yoUng manv' 
who lived in Buckinghamshire, cametfn^a finv>- 
day to the church, so called, at ai«vne«lle^- 
Chinner,' a mile ft-oro Crowell, having it seemsi'- 
a presbure on his mind to say something to ttMT 
minister oHhat parish. He being an'sequaint-' 
-ance^ of niiBe, drew nw s«ii>etua«i~ «o Imft. 
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tin, AftRdkl then. Th& young intn stood in 
ijbe ^isie beftx^ the pulpit, all the time of tbs, 
^«aoa ;. npi'spealciatp a .y/ocd tiU the sermoit 
and praycf iifter it waiictuded : .andlhenspalut 
9.>fewiW0F<lB'to the [K-icfit.. Uf nhicb^aiLl ihat 
i^iit]^ i^ir w»a^ that the praj^w of the wick. 
(td is itbpiniiiatipB,ta |he.LMd ; and. that God 
heareth not sillner^. :■,■■■■. 
.[>S<»ipi«wtiat more, I.'tUn|t,.liedidsay, which 
{tcMald not-distHKtIy. bear, fgr tbe noise the 
pe0pie jaade, and, muce probably :he woukl 
teve satdt had^ not been iatitiTLq^d by.tlio 
oS«er8v who took' htm iato.ouat9dy, and led 
hii* ottt^ in orda!^9m<xxiy. him before iny iai> 

tbcrv. . , ■,.;.. . . ■ . 

• Wtifui'I underetQod that, .1 hustenod'hotne^ ' 
tiuit Irmighlgtveimy bthar aUa account of 
the matter, ibefore. thef came.. ^Inld him tho 
^Hiigmsnib^avMlhiinfietf quietly aud.|>e<ux> 
^y 4 ..spake ii<tt-a Mtosd.titl iha iniiniiiLer lia(| 
quite diMier'hts (itrvlue..! landthat wUathe ihea 
sptkfi W4& b^i ithurt;' .'and.,uiat> delivered wixh- 
flfjit paseiaa, ^rill .lai^giiage. This I knew 
woukl^ furnl«h .my father. with .a bir ground) 
wkAilfon to dischart^e tha. man, if tie woukl, 
ii?Anid«utCQrflii>gly,.wbsH they. came and nude 
ajMhtKhrtwra plaint against the m^i, whii i^aid. 
Kttie.sFBr-himjieU'j.joiy.-toherv havuigcKaminv 
qliiiiae loftioeirs-'who. bmught hinj, what the 
wefde. ibat/he spate »fere, (wWch they diti not 
wtiHa^meinjitndat whet limehe sp^e them, 
which tJwiy.ttli agreed to be after the minibtec 
baddoac-WKltwnwbethor he gave the miur 



isttraitf tevUing Imfmgej or cnd m»6H > « l 
to raise & tumult among the people, whidi 
they could hot charge fanin with : not finding 
that he had btoken ^e law, bccouaaeUed ibe 
jnwHig inim to t)e>ca6ehiUha<lieflid>not'tBa)cc4 
or occasran any- fiublic disturbances, afid'S^ 
tlismisaed him r wfahih i was ^d Qf. ' '^ 

SometlmeaftiBr'thiB, m>'&ihcr; haring.goC- 
ten soncifurthsr sfccount of the peofie ■eallcdl 
Qualccrs, and being <i«einHU to b& infonmod 
concerning their priRcifdes, made another vi* 
Wt to Isaac Pcniagton aad bis wife, at l^tcii 
bouse dallied the Grange, in Peter's-ChalfqiaV 
and took both my sttfArsand me with ^im;. ' 

It was in the tenth month, in the year 3&5P/ 
that we went thither ; wtere-nv. found. a very 
kind reception, and tarried some dayst one 
day, at leasts the lonf^, fin- that, white -we 
were there, ameecii^ was appointed, at''* 
place about a mile firom-tfaenoc';' to vhiefaww 
were iuvitcd to go^ and w^lling^wawt.: 

It was held in a farm-house, called tbe 
Grove; which, hftving formerly besna.geo- 
tfeman's seat,- had a wry lares ball, and chat 
well filled. 

To this -mcetrng- came Edward Bi»ro«gby 
besides other preachers, as Thomas CurtW 
and James Nailor : but nmi& spake them at 
that tisM, .but £dward Burrougfa. Nest to 
whom, as it were under him, it was -my lot 
to fitt, on a stool by the side (^ a leMg-tat^Of 
on which he sat ; and I drank in his ivords 
with desire: for they, not .only aimrered-m^ 
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fewUcMtog dMig, but mtmtOtmy heart wHi a 
aert&if) hot, fwhiob I badaottUl then fdt firoat 
the ministfyof say man. - 

-J. WliEiiMthe laeetiM^ was ciukd, our friends 
took tta'bomc wnktbem afpin ', Midafter sap' 
per, tbeevenUigBfoern^ long, the sesvants of 
the family, wbo.'were 'Qiu^ersy ucrc called 
ia>t a^wealisat^down in sikncc. Butlong 
fre. hadm>tso-aat, befaae Kdward Burroirf^h 
befjantta speah vnon^.us. And aithoagti he 
spakejnKtlongi.j^et what he laid did touch, as 
IjsuppQse, ipj-lather'sreligious copy-hokJ, as 
l^ie pfaE3BQ'tt(l i Alidi he, •ha-viuK' been from hiA 
youth a professor, tliouj^h' not joined in that 
liKltieh is called-olose- communion with any one 
sort^ land'Yaluinghimtelf upon the hnowledgi3 
be estcenA£d himself to have, in the vari* 
OQS notions; of each <profes!uon,.' thought he 
bad. notv^.a iair ^qiportuiuty to display his 
ImMvlcilfe,; ' and' thisreupan Jxgaa to make 
objectiofts. agninst rwhat bad been ' deliven- 

The striiject :o{.the diseoime. ivas, the tmh 
%enai fpes great xf. Godia 'oU- mankiad.- To 
which he opposed the calvinistical tenet of 
partictilar: and personal PRiniSTiirATioy. 
bi' tkJeoce «i which tRdefeuvible notion, hti 
fausd himself' moraet-albssthanhcexpectedv ' 
Kdfrard Butlrou^ said itot much to iiim iipori 
it^. thou^ what be said "wus t^ose and cogent. 
But JaatcB Nailor interposing, handled the 
the snliject with so much perspicuity and 
fAeaz dtsnoaatrstion, . that lus reasonuig eeem- 
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' «I to Ife irretiatible; and so I aipfiOfie ntif I 

father found it. which ^iadp> him willing to 
drop the discourse. jl 

As for Edward BufTabgh, he^S'a brisk. 
young msn, of. a restiy tongutr, and- uairbl^ -, 
have been, for ought I then k/iew. a scbc3«r,- i 
nhich muk me the less to admire his waj -ttf ; 
reasoniiifc- But what dropi^d fpom J^ittes Kti'^ ' 
>(»-, had the gimter force upon me, because 
he looked but like a plain, simple cuittttE^-nuBit : 
having the appeamnce of an husband-BMin, or '. 
a shcpntrd. , * ■ ' 

As my fcitTtrr-4vas not able lo'hi^ntctin dflt. 
argument on his side, ■so neither dtiKthf} hctm 
willing todrive it on to an extremity oivtheir 
side. 'But treating him in a soft and t^emlc 
mninter, did, atfter a while, Ict^j^Il the .dis- 
co'ijr';e : and ihcn we withdrew to'sorrcspee'- 
tive chambers.' 

, The next mftrninpr we prepared to return 
home, that is, myfalher, mj yotmRer sistcrt 
and myself; for my elder sisttr was gone 4te- 
fore, by the stage coach, to Ljondon.- J^tod 
when, having taken our leai^es of oupiMenda. 
weuentfonh; tKey, with Kdward BurrotigBJ- 
accompanying us to the gate : he there direct* 
ed his speech, in a few words "to earfi of us 
severally ; according to the sense he had of 
our several conditions. Aiid-when we w^rc , 
gone off, and they gone in again ; they asking 
him what he thought of ns : he answered them^ 
('as they afterwards tnid nie) vo 'his effect, 
as for the okl man, he issettkd eahis-tees ; 
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faid the young woman is light and airy'; but 

rfie young man isreached, and may do well, 

if he does nu lose it. And surely that which 

I he said t» me, or rather that spirit in which 

[ 'He yuke it, took such fast hold on tne, that 

I I fclt sadness and trouble come over me, 

though I did not distinctly understand what I 

was troubleti for. I knew not what I ailed, 

but I knew I ailed something more than ordi< 

naiy ; and my heart was very heavy. 

1 found it was not so with my father and 
sister; for as i rode after the coach, I could 
hear them wr pleasantly one to the other, but 
tiiey cc^ld not discern how it was with me, 
because I, riding on horseback, kept much ' 
out of sight. 

By that ume we got home it vras night. And 
the next day, being the first day of the week, 
I went in the afternoon to hear the minister of 
I Chinner ; and this was the last time I ever 
' went to hear any of that function. After the 
sermon, I went with him to his house, and 
ina.frcedom of discourse, (which, from a cer- 
tain int^acy that was between us, I com- 
rnonly used with him,) told him \vhere I had 
been, what company I had met with there, 
and what observations I had made to myself 
thereupon; He seemed to understand as lit- 
L tie of them, as I had done before, and civit- 
[ ly abstained from casting ajiy unhandsome re- 
flections on them. 

I had a tlesire to go to another meeting of 
the* Quakers ; and bid my £tther'a man ea< 
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quire, # tliere was any in the country there- 4 
abouts. He llicreupontold me, he had heard 
al Isaac Peninf^ton's, that there was to be 
a meeting at High-Wicconib, oiJ* I'huriday , 
' Jiest. 

Thither therefore I went, thoiij^h it. was' , 
seven miJes fiom me. And that I miglit be ra- ' 
ther thought to go out a coursing, tlian ta-a . 
meeting, I let my gray-hound run by my 
liorse's side. 

When I came there, and had set up my 
horse at an inn, I was at a loss how t» find the 
liouse where tl;e meeting was to^H^ . Iknew 
it not ; and ivas ashamed to ask' after it. 
Wherefore, having ordered the hostler*tQ take 
care of my dog, I went into the street, and 
Stood at the inn-gate; musing with myself 
what course to take. , But I had not stood 
long, ere I siaw an horse-man riding along the 
street, whom I remembered ] had setn before 
at Isaac Penington's, ami he put up his horse , 
at the same inn. Him tliercfore I resolved to 
follow, supposing he was going to the meet, 
ing, as indeed he was. 

Being come 19 the house, which proved te 
be John Raunce'a, I saw tlie people sitting to- ' 
gether in an outer room ; wherefore I stepped 
ID and sat down on the first void, seat, die 
end of a bench just within the door ; having 
tny sword by my side, and black clothes on, ' 
which drew some eyes upon me. It was not 
long ere one stood up and spake, whom I was 
afterwards well acquainted wiTb, his mitne 
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W was Samuel Thornton; and what Sc spate " 
! waa very suitabj*, and of good service tome ;■ 
I for it reacjjjtfd home, a^ if it had been direct. 
I ed to me, "^ . ' 

; As soon as ever the meeting was ended,. 
I »Rd the peopfe. began to- rise, I, being next 
the door, stepped out quickly ; and hastening. 
ta my inn, took horse immediately home* 
wards : and, so far as- 1 remember; my har- 
kig been gone was not taken notice of by my 
lather. 

This Tatter -meeting was like the (^liiiching 
of a nail j! t^oahrming and fastening in tity 
miiid, 4i^ose good priticip)e&, which had sunk 
. into ihe at the farmer. My understanding lie- 
^n to open, and I feh some Btinings in my 
breast, tenrling to the work a£ a nev creation 
in ihe. The general trouble and eonfusion 
sf mind, which had for spme days lain heavy 
upon TOEr and pressed mc doHrn, without a 
' distinct discovery (d xbe parucu^sr cause for 
wfadcii. it dame, ibegMi now to wear oH; and 
same glimmerings of light began to brefffc 
forth iij. me ;. which let me see my inward 
state and condition towards'God. The light' 
v^h before had shone in my darkness, aiKl 
the darkness, could not comprdiend it, began 
now to shine out of darkness, and in some 
measure dtscovered to me what it was, that 
Itad bdbre clouded me, and brought that sad- 
ness and trouble upon me. And now I saw, 
that atthou^ I had been in.a:great degree pre- 
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servei^Trom the common immoralities and' 
l^oss pollutions of tHe woald, yet the spirit 

. of the world had hitherto ruled ip me, and 
led me into pride, Battery, vanity and super- 
fluity ; all which was naught. 1 found there 
were many plants growing iufne, which were 
not of the heavenly Father's planting ; and that 
all these, of whatever sort or kind they iV'Cre, 
or how specious soever Uicy might' appear, 
must be plucked up. • 

Now was ail my former Ufe rippcdup, attcl 
my sins by degrees were setttn order before 
me. And though they looked not with so black 
a hue, and so deep a dye, as those of tbe 
lewdest sort of people did, yet I found thata% 

-■sin, even that which had the fairest or firmt 

. show, as well as that which was jnore 
course and foul, brought guilt, and with and 
for guilt, condemnation on the soul that sin- 

■ ned. This i felt, and was greatly bowed dowo 
under the scnsje thereof. (-. 

Now also did I receive «new law, an in- 
ward law, super-added to the outward ; the 
la^of tbe spirit of Ufe in Christ Jesus, which 
wrought in me against all evil, not only in 
deed, and in word, but even in thought also,: 
so that every thing was brought to judgment, 
and judgment passed upon all. So that I 
could not any longer go on in my former ways, 
and course of life ; for when 1 did, judgment 

.took hold upon me for it. ■ ■ 

Thus the Lord was graciousjy pleased to 
deal with me, in somewhat like manner as be 
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* had dealt with his people Israel of (^, Mrheii 
d»ey had transffpessedliis righteous law, whom 
by his pjsophet he called back, required to put 
away the evil «i' their doinf^s : bidding them,- 
' first, cease lo da evil; then, learn to do viell .- 
before he wotijd admit them to reason'with 
him ; and before he woold impart to them die 
effects of his free mercy.- Isa. i.l6, 17. 

I was now required, by this inward -spiritual 
law, jbe law of tbe^pirit of life in Christ Je- 
sus, to put away tire evil of my doings ; and 
to cease to d«t evil. And what, in particu- 
lars, thcevil wa^,.which I was required to put 
airay, and to cease from : that measure of the 
ll divine light,' which' ivas now manifested in 
<De, discovered to me : and what the light 
' m!Kl|e_,nianife3t to- be evil, judgment passed 
upon,. 
So that here began-to be a way cast up be> 
, Sore me, for towatk in : a direct and plaiii 
' way; so plain, th^ a way -faring, man, how 
weak and sim:pi«>soever, though a fool to the 
wisdom, and iia the judgment of> the world, 
couM not err, white he continued to walk m- 
h : the error coming in by his going out of it. 
Aod tUs way> with respect to me, I saw was 
thatniMBure of divine light, ■ which was man- 
ifested in me ;. by which- the evil of my do-* 
ings, which I was to put away and to ceass 
from,, was discovered to lae... 

By this divine tight then I sanr, thatthougli 
I had not the^eyil of the common uncleanness, 
debauchery, " pco£^aeness, and poUutiooi of- 
c 2- 
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the world t6 put aivay ; because I had, throttglr ■ 
, the great goodness of Ood, and a civil educa- 
tion, been preserved out of Itio^ grossw 
-, eviis : yet I had many other evils to put away, 
and to (jcase fromT some of which were not 
,by the world (which lies in wickedness, Ijohn, 1 
V. 19.) accounted evils : but by the li^t of 
Christ were made manifest to me to be evitsj 
and as such condemned in me. 

As particularly those'lfruits apd effects r^ 
PRIDE, that discover themselves^n thevanity 
and superfluity of apparel ; wh*h I, as far as 
my ability would ftxtend to, took, alas ! tooi 
much delight in. This evil of my doings I 
was required to put away, and' cease from t^f^ 
and judgment lay upon me till 1 did so. — - 
Wherefwe, in pbedieoce to the tnward^aw 
(which agreed with the outward, 1 Tim. ii. - 
9. 1 Pet. ill. 3. 1 Tim. vi. 8. Jam, i.21.)' 
I took off from my apparel those unnecessary 
trimmings of lace, ribbaiM^, and useless but-; 
tons, which had no re^ servise : but were set 
on only for tha^ which was by mistake, cal- 
led ornament. And I ceased to wear rings. 

Again, the glvingofflattering titles to men, 
between whom and mvthere was not any rehi* 
on, to which such titles could be pretend* - 
ed to belong. This was an evil 1 had been . 
much addicted to, and was accounted aready 
artist in : therefore this evil also was I requi- ' 
red to put away, and cease from. So that | 
thenceforward 1 durst not say, sir, master, 
ny lord,, mad^m (or my dame) or say, yoiw 
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I servant, to any one to whom I did not stand 
in the real relation of X servant ; which I had 
never doy t9> any. 

I Again, respactof person^ in uncovering the 

I bead, and bowing the knee; or body -in salu- 
tations, was apractice I hadbeenmuqh in the' 
use of. And this bein^nne of the vain cus- 
toms of the world, introduced by the spirit of 

' the wo}td, instead of the true h(>nour, 
which thisi^ a falstfrepreaentation of; and 
used in deosit, asi^ token of respect, by 
persons one 40 another. And bevdes, 
Uiis being a type, and proper emblem of 
that divine honour which all ought to pay 

^0 Almighty God, and which all, of all sorts, 
who take upon them the christian name, ap<- 
pcai^n, when they offer their prayers to him ; 
and Therefore should not be given to men. I 
found this to be one of those evils, which I 
had been too long doing ; therefore I was now 
required to put it auray, and cease from it. 

Again, the cittrupt and unsound form of 
speaking in the plural number {o a single per- 
son, you to one, instead of thou ; contrary 
to the pure, plain, and single language of 
truth, thou to one, and ^u to more than one, 
which has always bet;p used by God to men, 
and men to God, as well as cne to another, 
^m the oldest record of time, till corrupt 
men, for oorrupt ends, in later and corrupt 

I tines, to flatter, fawn, and work upon the cor- 
rijpt natare in men, brought in that false and 
seoselcssway of speaking, you to one; which 
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hath aince corrupted the modem iaap^Hagcs, ^^ 
and hath greatly debased tJae spirits^ and de- 
praved the manners of men. ^This evil cus- 
tom I had been ^s fiu'ward in«s others ; and 
this I ]|uis now ciitled out of, and required to 
■cease from. ' ^'' 

These, and manjpmiMv evil customs, whidi- 
had sprang up in the n^ht of darkness, aad 
general a^stacy from the truth, aod true » 
religion ; were now, Iff the inshiniiig of this 
pure ray of divine ligl^^n m^. oonscienoe, 
graduHliy discovered to me,, to be what I 
ought to cease from, &hun, and sKtnd a wit- 
ness against. 

But so subtilly, and withal »o powerfully,^ 
did the enemy work, upon the weak part tn 
ine, as to persuade me, that in these things, 
I ought to make a difference between my &■ 
ther and all other meo: and that therefore, 
though I did disuse these tok^ts of respect to 
others, yet 1 ought still to use tKem towards 
bim, as he was' my fatherv And so far did 
this wile of l^js prevail upon me, through a 
iear test I sh<Mild do araiss,. iQ withdrawing- 
tny sort of respect or honour froqi oty &thei^4l 
which was due unto'hiiB; that being tbere- 
\>y beguiled, I conti|)|M£d for a while to 
demean myself in the sEune manner towaiiifr 
liiiB, with respect both to language and ges»^ 
ture as- 1 had^ always done be&>re. And so. 
long as 1 did so, standing bare be^jpe him^ ( 
and gtvKig' bim the accufitomed langui^^ br 
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^ he did not express, (whatever he thought,) 
any dislike of me. 

But as towiyself, and the work begun in 
me; I fotuid^t was not enough for me to 
cease to Jo^vil ; though (fiat was a |[Oorl and 
a great sf^pi ,i had another tbssen before me,* 
whifh was, to'learntodo.well : which I coukl 
by no means do, till I had given up with ' 

' fiiil purpose of mind, to txAse fro'q;i doing evil. 
And when I had dofte that, the enemy toc^ 
advantage 5f my' Hxakiiess to mislead me 
again. 

For whereas I ought to have waited in the 
' light, for direction a-.id guidance into, and in 
tiie way of well doing ; and not to have mov- 
ed till the divine- spirit,- a manifestation of 
which the Lord hath been pleased to give unto 
me, for me to profit with, or by : the enemy, 
transforming himself into the appearance of 
an angel o^ light,* offered- himself, in that ap' 
pearance, to be my guide and leader into the 

■ performance of religious ex'ercises. And I, 
not then knowing the wiles of^atan, and be- 
ing eager to be doing, some acceptifcle service 

• to God; too readily yielded myself to the 
conduct of my enemy, 'instead of my friend; 

He thereupon lliusiouring the warmth and 
aeal of' my spirit, put me upon religious per- 
fcH-mances, in my own will, in my own time, 
and in my own strength ; which in themselves 

i were good, and would have been profitable 
onto me, and acceptable unto the Lord ; if 
they bad been performed in his will, in hi» 
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time, and in the abilttjr whtch*)ie giTes. B«'t " 
being wrougbt in tUe will of man, and at the 
promptiiifi; of the evil one ; no wonder that it 
iid me hurt instead of geod. - 

I read abundantly in the Bible^^nd wouM 
set Tnyself tasks in reading'; enjaiim^ myself 
to read so mam- . chapters, sontetin\cs aiu 
whole book, or long epistle, at a time. And 
I thought timt tinfc veW spent, though I was « 
not much the wiser for what 1 had read ; 
readingU ^oo cursordy, 'and without the true 
guide, the holy spirit, which alone coiild open 
the onderstandiflg, and give the true sense of 
■ what was read. ■^■ 

I prayed often, and drew out tny prayers. to 
a great length : at^d appointed unto myaeif 
certain -^t times to . pra-f at, and a certaiTi 
mumbtr of prayers to say in a day j. yet knew 
not, mean while, what true prayer - was. 
Which stands nof i« words, <hou{;h the words 
which are uttered in the movings of the holy 
spirit are very available ; but in the breathing 
eif the soul to the hea\-enly Father,. tiirou]i;h the 
openitioirof ihe holy spirit, who maketh inter- 
ecssion, sometimes in words, and sometitneH 
with sighs and groans only, which the Lionl 
vouchsafes tq hear,, and aiifewer. 

This wili-worshrp, which all i«, Hiat is per- 
formed in the will of man, and not in the b)ot- 
kigs of the holy .spint, was a great hurt to n^ 
and hinderance of my spiritual growth in thc^ 
wr»y of truth. Bat my heavenly Father," who 
knew the sincerity of my soul to him, and the 
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\ hearty ^sire i^ad to serve him, haclcomQ^s- 
sioaonme; aiid in due time was graciously 
pleased to illuminate my understanding far- 
tlier, aiid to open in me an eye todisccrti tl« 
false spirit, -and its way of workius;, from the 
truc'i an«rip reje<?t tbcforniet, and cleave to 
,tbe latter. 

But though the enemy had, by his stibtilty, ■' 

, gained such advantages aver me, ;yet I went 
on notwithitaiidifig, and iitmly persisted in 
my godly resolntion, of ceasing tfium, and 
denying those tilings, (vhich 1 nas now con- 
vincerf i» my conscience wett evil. And on 
-this account^ grtal trial came qtiicklj' on itte,-- 
For the geneVal quarter- sjcvsions mr the peace 
coming on, my father, wiQing to excuse him- 
self from a dirty journey, commantfiK:! me to 
get up iaetimes, and go to Oxford, and deliv- 
er in the recognlzanues he had taken; and 
bring him an ascount what justices were on 
the bench, and what principal pleas werf be- 
fore thqm ; which he knew I knew how to do, 
having often attended him on those services, 
I, who knew how it stood with unfe l>etter 

whan be did, felt a weight come over me, as 
soon as he had spoken the word. For I pre- 

, sently saw, it would bring a very great exer- 
cise upbn me. But having never resisted his 
will, in any thing that was lawful, as this was," 
I attempted not to make any excuse ; but, or- 

I dering an horse to be ready for me early in 
the morning, I went to bed> having great 
etruglidgis in my brea&t. 
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for the enemy came in u^n me like' a 
flood, and set many difficulties before me, 
swelling them up to the highest pitch, by re- 
presenting them as mountains, which I should 
never be able to get over; and, alas! that 
iaith which couid remove 'such moimtains, 
and cast them into the sea, was but very . 
• small and weak in me. 

He cast'!^to my mind, not only how I - 
should behave myself in court, and despatch 
the businqss I was sent about; but how I 
should demean myself towards my acguain* 
tance, of whicK'l had many in that cit^ with 
■wiiom I was^wont to be jolly : \^||treas now I 
could not piit off" my hat, nor' bow to any of 
them, nor give them their honorary titles, as 
they ar"alled, nor use the corrupt language 
of you to any one of ihem ; but must keep to 
the plain and true language of thon and thee. 

Much of this nature revolved in my mind, 
thrown in by the enemy, to discourage and 
cast me down. And I had none to have re- 
course to, for counsel or help, but the Lord 
alone. To whom therefore I poured forth my 
supplications, with earnest cries and breath. ■" 
iogs of soul, that he, in whom all power was, 
would enable me to go through this great ex- 
ercise, and keep me faithful to himself there- 
in. And after some time, he was pleased to 
compose my mind to stillness, and I went to 
rest. I 

Early next morning, I got up, and found 
my spirit pretty calm and quiet ; yet not with- 
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iSut a feat upon'me, lest I should slip andJet 
fall the testimony which I had to bear. And 
&a I rode, a frequent cry ran through me to 
the Lord, on this wise: O my God, preserve 
me faithful, whatever befals me ! suffer mc 
not to be drawn into evil, how much scorn 

'and contempt soever may bq, cast upon me ! 
Thus was my spirit exercised on the way 

* almost continually. And when I was come 
within a mile or two of the city, whom should 
I meet upon the way coming from thence, buC 
Edward Burrough ! I rode in a mountier-cap, 
(a dress more used then, than now) and so 
did he: and-because the weather jvas exceed- 
ing sharp, we both had drawn our caps down, 
to shelter our f-ices from the cold ; aijd by that 
means neither of us knew the other, but pas- 
sed by without taking notice one of the other, 
till a few days after riieeting again, and ob- 
serving each others dress,- we recollected 
where we had so lately met. Then thought 
I with myself, O ! how glad should I have 
heen of a word of encouragement and counsel 
from him, when I was "under that weighty ex- 
ercise of mind ! but the Lord saw it was not 
good for me, that my reliance might be whol- 
ly upon him, and not on man. 

VVhen I had set up my horse, T went direct- 
ly to the hall, where the sessions were held; 

.where I liad been but a very little while, be- 

■fOre a knot of my old acqnaintances espying 
me, cume to me. One of these wss aschoiaf 
in his gown, another a surgeon of that city* 
» 
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both my school-fellows, and fellow-boarders- 
■lit Thame-school, and the third a country 
gentleman, with whom I had. long been very 
familiar. 

When they were come up to me, they all 
saluted me after the usual manner, putting 
off their hats and bowing, and saying, your, . 
humble servant, sir; expecting, no doubt, 
the like from me. But when they saw me 
stand still, not moving my cap, nor bowing 
my knee in way of congee to them, they 
were amazed, and looked first one upon ano- 
ther, then upon me, and then one upon ano- 
thtr again, for a while, without a word 
speaking. 

At length the surgeon, a brisk young man, 
who stood nearest to me, clapping his hand 
in a familiar way, upon my shoulder, and 
smiling on me, said, what! Tom, a Quaker! 
to which I readily, and cheerfully answered, 
yes, a Quaker. And as the words passed 
out of my mouth, 1 felt joy spring in my 
heart : for I rejoiced that I had not been 
drawn out by them, into a compliance with 
diem ; and that I had strength and boldness 
given me, to confess myself to be one of that 
despised people. 

They staid not long with me, nor said any 

more, that I remember, to me ; but looking 

■ somewhat confusedly one upon another, after 

a while took their leave of me, going off in 

the same ceremonious manner as they came 
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After they were gone, I walked a while 
about the hall, and went up nearer to the court; 
to observe both what justices were on the 
bench, and what business they had bfforc 
them. And I went in fear, not of what they 
could or would have done to me, if they 
should have taken notice of me, but lest I 
should be surprised, and drawn unwarily into 
that which I was to keep out of. 

It was not long before the court adjourned 
to go to dinner, and that time I took to go to 
the clerk of the peace, at his house, whom I 
was well acquainted with. So soon as I came 
into the room where he was, he came and 
met me, and saluted me after his manner;' 
for he had a great respect for my father, and 
a kind regard for mc. And though he was at 
first somewhat startled at my carnage and Ian- 
guage, yet he treated me very civilly, with- 
out any reflection, or show of lightness. I de- 
livered him the recognizances, which my fa. 
iher had sent ; and having done the business I 
came upon, withdrew , and went to my inn 
to refresh myself, and then to return home. 

But when I was ready to take horse, look- 
ing out in the street, I saw two or three justi- 
ces, standing just in the way where I was to 
ride. This brought a fresh concern upon me. 
I knew, if they saw nie, they would know 
me : and I concluded, if they knew me, they 
would stop me to inquire after my father ; and 
I doubted how 1 should come o^' with them- 
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This doubting brought weakness on me i 
and that weakness led to contrivance, how I 
might avoid this trial. I knew the city pretty 
well, and remembered there was a back way, 
which though somewhat about, would bring 
me out of town, without pasing by those jus- 
tices ; yet loath I was to go that way. Where- 
jfbre I staid a pretty time in hopes they would 
have parted company, or removed to some 
other place, out of my way. But xihen I had 
wailed till I was uneasy for losing so much 
time ; having entered into reasonings wiili 
flesh and blood, the weakness prevailed oicr 
me, and away I went the back way ; w'hich 
brought trouble and grief ujT,cn my spirit for 
having shunned the cross. 

But the Lord looked on me with a tender 
eye ; and seeing my heart was right to hiitii 
and that what 1 had done was merely through 
weakness and fear of falling, and that I was" 
sensible of my failing therein, and sorry for it, 
he was graciously pleased to pass it by, and 
speak peace to me again. So that before I 
got home, as when I went in the morning, 
my heart was full of breathing prayer to the 
Lord, that he would vouchsafe to be with me, 
and uphold and carry me through that days 
exercise : so now at my return in the evening, 
my heart was full of thankful acknowledge- 
ments, and praises unto him, for his great 
goodness and favour to me, in having thus 
far preserved, and kept me from falling into 
any thing that might have brought dishonour 
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to his holy name, which I had now taken on 
me. 

But notwithstanding that it was thus with 
me, and that I found peace and acceptance 
mth the Lord in some good degree, according 
to my obedience to the convictions I had receiv- 
ed by his holy spirit in me, yet was not the - 
vail so done away or fully rent, but that there 
still remained a cloud upon my understanding, 
ivith respect to my carriage towards my &- 
ther; and that notion, which the enemy had 
brought into my mind, that I ought to put . 
such a difference between him and all others, 
as that, on the account of paternal reJation, I 
should still deport myself towards _him, botji 
in gesture and language, as I had always here- 
tofore done, did yet prevail with me. So 
that when I came home, I went to my father 
bare-headed, as I used lo do; and gave hin\ 
a particular account of the business he had 
given me in command, in such manner, that 
he, observing no alteration in my carriag* to* 
wards him, found no cause to take offence at 
me. 

I- had felt for some time before, an earnest 
desire of mind to go again to Isaac Penning- 
ton's. And I began to question whether, when 
my father should come (as I concluded ere long 
he would) to understand I inclined to settle 
among the people called Quakers, he would 
^rmit me the command of his horses, as be- 
fore. Wherefore, in the morning- when I 
Went to Oxford, 1 gave direclion to a. servant 
d2 
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of his, to go that day to a gentleman of my 
acquaintance, who I knew had a riding nag 
to put off, either by sale, or to b» kept for 
his work ; and desire him, in my name, to 
send him to me ; which he did, and t found 
him in the stable when I came home. 

On this nag I designed to ride next day to 
Isaac Pennington's : aad in order thereunto^ 
arose hettmes and got myself ready for the 
journey. But because I would pay all due 
respects to my lather, and not go without his 
consent, or knowledge at the least, I sent one 
up to him, for he was iiot yet stirring, to ac- 
quaint him, that I had a purpose to go to 
Isaac Pennington's, and desired to know if 
he pleased to command me any service to 
them. He sent me word, . he would speak 
with me before I went ; and would have me 
come up to him, which I did,, and stood by 
Ijis bed-side. 

Then in a mild and gentle tone, ' he said, I 
understand you have a mind to go to Mr. Penn- 
ington's. I answered, I have so. Why, said 
he, I wonder why you should. You were 
there, you know, but a few days ago ; and 
unless you had business with them, do not 
you think it will look oddly ? I said I thought 
not. I doubt, said he you will tire them witK 
your company, and make them think they 
shall be troubled with you. If, replied I^ I 
find any thing of that, I will make the shorter 
stay. But, said he, can you propose any 
sort of business with them, mare than a mere 
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vbit ? Yes, said I, I propose to mj'^lf not 
not only to see them, bul to have some dis- 
course with them. Why, said he, in a tone 
a little' harsher, I hope you do not incline lo. 
be of their way. Truly, answered F, I like 
them, and their way very well, so far as I yet 
understand it ; and L am willing to go to: 
them, that I may understand it better. 

Thereupon he began, to reckon up a bead- 
roll of. faults against the Quakers; telling 
me they were a rude unmannerly people, that 
would not give civil respect or honour to their 
superiors.; no, not to magistrates ; that they 
held many dangerous principles; that they 
were an immodest, shameless people ; and 
that one of them stripped himself stark-naked, 
Mid went in that unseemly manner about the 
streets, at fairs, and on market>days.iri great 
towns. 

To all the other charges, I answered only, 
that perhaps they might be either misreport- 
ed, or misunderstood, as the best of people 
had sometimes been. But to the ^ast chaise, 
of going naked, a particular answer, by way 
of instance, was just then brought into my 
mind, and put into my mouth, which I had 
not thought of before ; and that was the ex- 
ample of Isaiah, who went naked among the 
people for a long time, — Isai. xx. 4. Aye, 
said my father, but you must consider, that 
he was a prophet of the Lord, ^nd had an ex- 
press command from God to go so. Yes sir> 
replied I, 1 do consider that, but I coosidep 
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also, that the Jews among whom he lived, did- 
not own liim for a prophet, nor believe that he 
had such a command from God. And, add- 
ed I, how know we but that this Quaker 
mav be a prophet too, and might be com- 
manded to do as he did, for some reason 
which we understand not. 

This put my father to a stand ; so that let- 
ting fall his charges agninst the' Quakers, he 
ouly said, I would wish jou not to go so soon, 
but take a little time to consider of it ; you 
may visit Mr. Pennington hereafter. Nay, 
sir, replied I, pray do not hinder my going 
now, for I have so strong a desire to go, that 
I do not well know how to forbear. And as 
I spake those words, I withdrew gently to th« 
chamber door ; and then hastening dovrn 
stairs, went immediately to the stable, where 
finding my horse ready bridled, I forthwith 
mounted, and went off; lest I should receive 
a countermand. 

This discourse with my father had cast me 
somewhat back in my journey, and it being 
fifteen long miles thither, the ways bad, and 
my nag but small, it was in the afternoon 
that I got thither. And understanding by the 
servant that took my horse, that there was 
then a meeting in the house, as there wa» 
weekly on that day, which was the fourth day 
of the week, though I, till then, understood 
it not, I hastened in; and knowing the rooms, 
went directly to the little parlour, where 1 
found a few friends sitting together in silence;^ 
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and I sat down among them, well satisfied, 
though without words. 

When the meeting was ended, and those of 
the company, who were strangers withdrawn, 
I addressed myself to Isaac Pennington and 
his wife, who received me courteously ; but 
not knowing what exercise I had been in, 
and yet was under, nor having heard any 
thing of me since I had been there before, in 
another garb, were. not forward at first to lay 
sudden hands on me ; which 1 observed, and 
did not dislike. But as they came to see a 
change in me, not in habit only, but in ges- 
ture, speech and carriage, and which was 
more, in countenance also, (for the exercise 
I had passed through, and yet was under, 
had_ imprinted a visible character of gravity 
upon my face;) they were exceeding kind 
and tender towards me. ' 

There was then in the family, a friendj 
whose name was Anne Curtis, the wife of 
Thomas Curtis of Reading, who was come 
upon a visit to them, and particularly to see 
Mary Pennington's daughter Guli, who had 
been ill of the small pox^ since I ha:' been 
there before. Betwixt Mary Pennington and 
this friend, I observed some private discourse» 
and whisperings ; and I had an apprehension 
that it was upon somfthing thsit concerned 
me. Wherefore I took the freedom to ask 
Mary Pennington, if my coming thither had 
occasioned any inconvenience in the family I 
She asked me, if I had had the small pox l 
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I told her no. She then told me, her daugh- 
ter had newly had them ;. and though she was 
well recovered of them, she had not as jet 
been down amongst them ; but intended to 
have come down, and sat vi'hh them in the 
parlour that evening ; yet would rather for- 
bear till another time, than endanger me. 
And that that was the matter they had been 
discoursing of. I assured her, that I had aU 
ways been, and then, more especially, was 
free from any apprehension of danger in that 
respect ; and therefore intreated that her 
daughter might come down. And although 
they were somewhat unwilling to yield to it, 
in regard of me, yet my importunity pre. 
vailed, and after supper she did come down^ 
and sit nith us; and though the marks of the 
distemper were fresh upon her, yet they 
made no impression upou me, faith keeping 
out fear. 

We spent much of the evening in retired- 
ness of mind, our spirits being weightily 
gathered inward ; so that not much discourse 
passed among us; neither they to me nor I to 
them offered any occasion. Yet I had good 
satisfaction in that stillness ; feeling my spirit 
drawn near to the Lord, and to them therein. 

Before I went to bed, they let me know 
that there was to be a meeting at Wiccomb 
next day ; and that some of the family would 
go to it. 1 was very glad of it, for I greatly 
desired to go to meetings ; and this fell very 
aptly, it being in my way home» Next mom* 
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ing, Isaac Pennington himsdf went, having 
Anne Curtis with.him; and I accompaaied 
them. 

At -Wiccomb we met with Edward Bur- 
rough ; who came from Oxford thitlier, that 
day that I, going thither, met him on the way : 
and having both our mounlier caps on, we re- 
collected that wc had met, and passed by each 
other on the road, unknown. 

This was a monthly meeting, consisting of 
friends chiefly, who gathered to it from seve- 
ral parts of the country thereabouts ; so that it 
was jjretty large, and was held in a fair room ia 
Jeremiah Steevens's house; the room where I 
had been at a meeting before, in John Uaunce's 
house, being too little to receive us. 

A very good meeting was this in itself, 
and to me. Edward Burrough's ministry 
came forth among us in life and power; and 
the assembly was covered therewith. I alsO) 
according to my small capacity, had a share 
therein. For I felt some of that divine pow- 
er, working my spirit ii\to a great tenderness ; 
and not only confirming me in the course I 
had already entered, and strengthening me 
to go on therein, but rending also the vail 
somewhat further, and clearing my under- 
standing in some other things, which I had 
not seen before. For the Lord was pleased 
to make his discoveries to me by degrees ; 
that the sight of too great a work, and too 
many enemies to encounter with at once, might 
■ not discourage me, and make me fa,int. 
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When the meetrng was ended, the friends 
oT the town, taking notice that I was the 
man that had been at their meeting the week 
before, whom they then did not know; some 
of them came and spake lovingly to me, and 
would have had me staid with them ; but Ed- 
ward Burrough going borne with Isaac Pen- 
nington, he invited me to go back with him ; 
which I willingly consented to. For the love 
I had more particularly to Edward Burrough, 
through whose miuistrj' I had received the 
firbt a-.vukening stroke, drew me to desire his 
company ; and so away we rode together. 

But i was somewhat disappointed of my 
expectation : for I hoped he would have giv- 
en me both opportunity and encouragement, 
to have opened myself to him, and to have 
potired forth my complaints, fears, doubts 
and questionings into his bosom. But he, 
being sensible that I was truly reached, and 
that the witness of God was raised, and the 
work of God rightly begun in me, chose to 
leave me to the guidance of the good spirit in 
myseir, the couiiscJlor that could resolve all 
ail doubts, that I might not have any depend- 
ancc on man. Wherefore, although he was 
naturally of an open, and free temper and 
carriage, and was afterwards always very fa- 
miliar, and affectionately kind to me, yet at tiiis 
time he kept himself somewhat reserved, and 
showed only common kindness to me. 

Next day we parted. He for London, I 
home; under a very great weight and cxer- 
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Cbe upon my spirit. For I now saw, in and 
1^ the further openings of the divine light ia 
me, that the enemy, by his false reasonings, 
had beguiled and misted me, with respect to 
my carriage towards my father. For I now 
cleaHy saw, that the honour due to parents, 
did not consist in uncovering the head, and 
bowing the body to them ; but in a ready obe- 
dience to their lawful commands, and in per- 
forming -all needful services unto them.— 
Wherefore, as I was greatly troubled for what 
I already had done in that case, though it was 
through ignorance, so I fdainly felt I could 
no longer continue therein, without drawing 
on myself the guilt of wilful disobedience ; 
which I well knew would draw after it divine 
displeasure and judgement. 

Hereupon the enemy assaulted me afresh ; 
setting before tne the danger I should run my- 
self into, of provoking my father to use seve- 
rity towards me ; and perhaps to the casting 
me utterly off. But over this temptation the 
Lord, whom I wied unto, supported me; 
and gave me faith to believe, that he would 
bear me through whatever might befell me on 
tliat account. Wherefore, I resolved, in the 
strength which he should give me, to be faith- 
ful to his requirings, whatever might come 
on it. 

Thns labouring under various exercises on 
the way, I at length got home ; expecting I 
should have but a rough reception from my 
father. But when I came home, 1 under* 
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Stood my fether was from home. Where&« 
I sat down hy the fire in the kitchen; keep- 
ing my mind retired to the Lord, with hreath- 
ings of spirit to him, that I might be preserv- 
ed from falling. 

After some time I heard the coach drive in, 
which put me into a little fear, and a sort of 
shivering came over me. But by that time 
lie was alighted and come in, I had pretty 
well recovered myself; and as soon as I saw 
him, I arose up and advanced a step or two 
towards him, with my head covered, said, 
Isaac Pennington and his wife remember their 
loves to thee. 

He made a stop to hear what I said, and 
observing that I did not stand bare, and that 
I used the word thee to him, he, with a stem 
countenance, and tone that spake high dis- 
pleasure, only said, I shall talk with you, sir, 
another time ; and so hastening from me, 
.went into the parlour; and I saw him no 
more that night. 

Though I foresaw there was a storm ari- 
sing, the apprehension of which was uneasy 
to me, yet the peace which I felt ii> my own 
breast, raised in me a return of thanksgivings 
to the Lord, .for his gracious supporting 
hand, which had thus far carried me through 
this exercise, with humble cries in spirit to 
him, that he would vouchsafe to stand by me 
in it to the end ; and uphold me, that 1 migbt 
not fall. 
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My spirit longed to be among friends, and 
to be at some meeting with them on the first- 
day, which now drew on ; this being the 
sixth-day night. Wherefore, I purposed to 
go to Oxford on the morrow, which was the 
seventh-day of the week, having heard there 
was a meeting there. Accordingly, having 
ordered my horse to be made ready betimes, 
I got up in the morning and made myself rea'- 
(ly also. Yet before 1 would go, that I might 
be as observant to my father as possibly I 
could, I desired my sister to go up to him in 
his chamber, and acquaint him that I had a 
mind to go to Oxford ; and desired to know 
if he pleased to command me any . service 
there. He bid her tell me, he would not 
have me go till he had spoken with me. And 
getting up Immediately, he hastened down to 
me before he was quite dressed. 

As soon as he saw me standing with my 
hat on, his passion transporting him, he fell 
upon me with both his fists ; and having by 
that means somewhat vented his anger, he 
plucked off my hat and threw it away. Then 
stepping hastily out to the stable, and seeing 
my borrowed nag stand ready saddled and 
bridled, he asked his man whence that horse 
came ? who telling him he fetched it from 
Mr. such an one's, then ride him pre- 
sently back, said my father, and tell Mr. 

I desire he will never lend my son an horse 
again, unless he brings a note from me. 
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The poor leUow, wbo loved me welF, 
would fain have made excuses and delays ; 
but my father was positive in his command, 
and so urgent, thathewould notict him stajr 
so much as to take His breakfast, though be 
had 6ve miles to ride; nor would hb himvelf 
stir from the stable till he h&d seen the ma« 
mounted and'gone. 

Thencotmngin^ be went up into his cham- 
ber to make himself more foUy ready ; think- 
ing he had me safe enough now my horse wu 
gone ; for I took so much delight in riding 
that I seldom went on foot. 

But while he was dressing himself in- :bis 
chamber, !^ who understood what had bees 
done, changing my boots for ^loes, took ano- 
ther hat, and acquainting my sister, wiri> 
loved me very well, and whom I could confide 
in, wbttlier I meant to go, went outpiiTately» 
!ind walked Away to Wiccomb, han'ing seven 
long miles thither; which yet seemol liule 
iind easy to me, from the de^re ihad to be 
among Friends. 

As thus I travelled all alone, under a load 
of grief, from the sense I had of the opposhion 
and hardship I was to expect from my father, 
. the enemy took advantage to assault me a^in, 
CETSting a doubt into my mind, whether I-hsd 
done well in thus coming away from my £atbef , 
■without his leave or knowledge .' 

I was quiet and peaceable in my spirit be- 
fore this question was darted into me ; butaf- 
"ter that, disturbance and trouble seized up<m 
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mie', so that I wm at a stuid t^iat tO:(l4;. 
whether to go iorivard or tMckward. Fejr of 
eflfendmg inclined me to go back, but desire 
frf'theHKetingHiidtobewitliFrieD4s> presfsed 
vOff to go forwapd. 

{ stood still awhile, to coDuder and weigh,^ 
ftatvetl as Icould, the matter. I vas sensibly f 
satisfied, that 1 had not left iqy father with any 
intention of uodutifulness. or disresp^t to 
him ;. but merely in obedience to that drawii^. 
of spinit,' whieh 1-wqs persuaded was of the 
Lord, . to joia with his people in worshipping 
him; andthis mademeeasy. 

-But then the wemy,. to > make me uneasy 
agam,' ob^eeted, but how .CQutd^that drawing be 
of. the. Lord which drew me to disobey my. 
ftthcr?: 

L considered thereupon tte.extewt.of pater- 
ToA powdTy .which J found was not wholly arbi- 
VrATy and naltmifted ; but had bvunds set unto 
it.. So that as-in oivil'matters it w^s restrained 
totUngSblawfoV so in spiritual and religious 
cases, ithad not a compulsory power.over con- 
wienco;. which ought.tobe*ubject, to the heav-- 
enly&ther. And therefore, though obedience 
toparenta be enjoined to children, yet it is with 
this limitation, in th&'Lord: children obey: 
jwtr parents' im tj^c. Lord:, for- this is right :. 
l£et.'ii. L 

This turned the scale forgoing forward;, 

airiiso onl-sw^m^. And,y,et,l was not wholly- 

&eer^tim some fiwptuajtians of mindi from the- 

besettings«f.tlie-€nei)fiy. ■\^^herefrrc, although i 
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,ngk- 



54 TIE LIFE ar 

1 knetr Ibk outward rigws did not pK^ily 
belong to the gospel dtspansation, yet for wj 
better atsurance, I did, in- fear and great hu- 
mility, beseech the Lord, that he would be 
pleased so fer to condescend to die. wtakncn 
of his servant^ as to give me a dgiii by whicli 
I might certainly know whether my way war 
right before him, or not. 

The fligiKWhich 1 aiked was,' that if I had 
done wrong in coining as I did, I tn^ht be 
rejected, or but coldly received, at the place 
X was going to ; bat if this mine nndertakmg 
was right in his sl)^t, itcwoald give:ine £^ 
VDuf with them I went to ; so that they ^oidd 
receive me with hearty kindness ood demon- 
atrations of lov«. -Acconlingty, when icsme 
to John Raunce's house (which, being mmncli 
a stranger to aU, I chose to go to, becanse I 
onderstofxl the meeting was commonly held 
there ;'} they received me widi movetlmn or- 
dinary kindness; especially Francas .Raunce^ 
lohn RauiKe's then wife) win was both « 
grave and motherly woman, and had a hear- 
ty love to truth, and tenderacss towards att 
tfiat in sincerity sought ^er it. And tins so 
kind reception, confirming me in thebdi^ 
that my undertaking was approved of by the 
Lord, gave great satisfaction and ease to tof 
mind ; and 1 was thankful to the Lonl there* 
for. 

Thas \t fared with roe there ; but at hoMe 
it ihred otherwise with my fiitiRr. H* suf^io^i 
Ing 1 bad betaken myself to my chamber, wfaca 
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kbtook mf hatfrora me, made noin({uiryftf)ter 
me tJH evening came ; and then sitting by tb* 
fire, and considetin^ that the weather was veiy 
cold, he said to my sister who sat by him^ 
go 1^ to yow iM^thn^s ohfunber and call him 
down ; it vacyhfi he will sit there else, in a 
•i^en ftt, till hettas cai^t G<^d. Alas ! stVr 
laid she, he is not in his chamber, nw in the 
house neiUier. At tlwt my father startling, 
said, irby where^ifrhe then ? I knownot, sir, 
said she^ 'where be is : but I know that when 
be «aw yog h&i scot away his horse, he put 
<m ahoes and went out on foot ; and I have 
not seen him atnoe. And indeed, sir, added 
she, I'doaotwaniler at bisgoing-away, con- 
^deriti^ how you iMcd lum. This put my 
fifthcT' into a great frigbt,: doubting I was gone 
qaHe aivay ; and ; so-g^eat a passion of grief 
seidetl on him, that be forbore not to weep, 
and to cry out alMid, so that the family heard 
him: Oh-i my aoa! I shall never see him 
snore t fo* he ia of so bold and resolute a spir- 
it, that hC' wUI run himself into danger, and 
so may be thrown imo some gaol or other, 
where be may lie and dus, before I can hear 
af him. Thea bid^i^, her light him up to 
his duu^jer, he went immediately to bed; 
wfcerc he lay ^readess and groaning, and often 
b^oaniog hsmMlf rand me, for the greatest 
part of the night, 

■16S9. NeiLt mormngny sister sent a man» 
srtkom Ah- Us h»e to nct she knew she could 
tmst, togxve-HuxthasaGCQBnt: wd though by. 
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him she sent me also fresh linen for my U9e,.'in' 
case I should go further, or stay out longCT*, 
yet she desired me to come home as soon -as 
I could. 
, This account was rery uneasy to me. • I 
was much grieved that I Jrad pocasioned so 
much grief to my father, and I would hare 
returned that evening after the meeting, but 
the friends would not permit it ;■ for ihc meet- 
ing would in likelihood end late, thedays^be- 
ing short, and the way was lonfl: and dirqr.- 
And besides, John Raunce told me, that ha 
had something on his mind to speak to my' la- 
ther ; and that, if I tvould stay till the next 
day he would go down with me; bo|Mng per- 
haps, that while my father was under this sor- 
row for me, he might work some good upon- 
him. Hereupon,' concluding to stay ^1 the 
morrow, I dismissed the man with the thii^s 
he brought ; bidding hlra telt my sister,.. I in- 
tended, God willing, to return home, to-mor- 
row; and charging him not to let any bodj. 
else know that he had seen me, or where he 
had been. 

Next morning S<ihn Raunce and I-.aet:out ;- 
and when we were- conw to the end. of the 
town, we agreed, that be should go before, 
and knock at the great gate, and I would ciHee 
a little after, and go in by the back.way.. He 
did so ; and when a serrant came, to open -the 
gate, he asking if the justice were, at home, 
she told him yest and desiring him to oome 
in, and sit down in the balU weot and «c^ 
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quainted her master that there wfts one who 
desired to speak with hinu He, supposing it 
was one that came for justice, went readily 
into the hall to him. But he was not a litUe 
surprised, when be found it was a. Quaker. 
Yet not knowing on what account he came, 
be staid to bear his business. But when ha 
found it was about me, he fell somewhat sharp* 
ly on him. 

' In this time I wa& come, by the back way, 
into the kitchen ; and hearing my Other's voice 
tt loud, I b^;an to doubt things wrought not 
well, but I was soon as&ured of ihaL For my 
&tber having quickly enough of a .Quaker's 
company, left John Raunce in the hall, and*". 
came into the kitchen ; where he was more 
wrprised to find me. 

The sig^ o£ my hat upon my head m»ic 
him presently forget, that I was that son of 
his, whom he had so lately lamented as lost i 
ukI his passion 4^ grief turning into anger, 
he could not contain himself, but rimning up- 
on ne with b(Ah his hands, first violently 
snatched off my hat, and threw it away, then 
pving me some buffets on jny head, he said, 
nrrah, get you up to your chamber 

I forthwith .went, he .followli^ me at the 
heels, and now and then giving me a wherret 
On the ear. The way to my chamber lying 
tiirottgh the ball where Jt^n Raunce was, he 
poor man, mi^t see and be sorry for, as 
I doulA not tnit he was, but could not help 
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This was sure anunaecountablething, tbM 
my father should but a day before express so 
high a sorrow for me, as fearing he should 
never see me any more, and yet now, so soon 
as he did see me, should fly upon me with 
such violence, and that only because 1 did 
not put off my hat ; which heknew I did-uot 
keep on in disrc^ct to him, but upon a re- 
ligious principle. But as this hat honour, ai 
ft was accounted, was grown to be a great 
idol, in those times more especially, so thft 
Lord was pleased to engage his servants in 
a steady testimony against it ; what suffering 
soever was brought upon them for it. Ami 
* though some, whohave been called in theLord's 
vineyard at later hours, and since the heat of 
that day hath been much over) may be apt ta 
account this testimony a small thing to suffer 
sQ much upon, as some have done, not onlj 
to beating, but to fines, and king and hard 
imprisonments; yet they who in those times 
were faithfully exercised in and under it, 
durst not despise the day of small things, as 
knowing that he who should do so, would not 
be thought worthy to be concerned in higher 
testimonies. 

I had now lost one of my hats, and I had 
but one more. That therefore I put oui 
but did not keep it l<Mig, fw the next time my 
fether saw it on my head, he tcve it violently 
from me; and laid It up with the other, I 
knew not where. Wherefore, 1 put on my 
mountier-cap, which was all 1 had left to wear 
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•n my head ; w»d it was but a very Httle while 
that I had. that to wear; for as soon as my fa- 
ther came where I was, I lost that also. And 
now I was forced to go bear-hea4ed, where- 
ever I had occasion to go, within doors and 
without. 

This was in the eleventh month, called 
January, andthe weather sharp, bo that I, who 
bad been bred up more tenderly, took so great 
a cold in my head, that my face and head were 
much swelled ; and my gums had on them 
biles so sore, that I could neither chew meat, 
nor without cUfficuUy swallow liquids. It 
held long, and I underwent much pain with- 
out much pity, except from my poor sister, 
who did what she could to give me ease ; and 
at length by fret^uent applications of figs and 
stoned raisins, toasted and laid to the biles as 
hot as I could bear them, they ripened lit 
for lancing, and soon after sunk ; then I hud 
ease. 

Now was I laid up as a kind of prisoner for 
the test of this winter, having no means to go 
forth among friends, nor they liberty to come 
(o me. Wherefore I spent the time much in 
my chamber, in waiting on the Lord, and ia 
reading ; mostly in the Bible. 

But whenever I had occasion to speak to my 
(ather, though I had no hat now to offend him, 
yet my langu^ did as much ; for I durst not 
say to him, you, but thou or thee, as the oc 
casion required, and then would he be sure to 
fall on me with liis fists, 
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At one of these times, I remember, when 
lie had beaten me in that manner, he com- 
manded me, as he commonly did at such 
times, to go to my chamber ; which I lUd, 
and be ibliowed me to the bottom of the stairs^ 
Being come thither, he gave me a parting 
blow, and in a very angry tone, said, sirrah, 
if ever J h£ar you say thou or thee U> me again, 
I will strike your teeth down your throat. 
I was greatly grieved to hear him say so, and 
feeling a word rise in my heart unto him, 
I turned again, and calmly said unto him« 
would it not be just if God should serve thee 
ao, when thou sayest thou or thee to him ? 
Though his hand was up, I saw it sink, and 
his countenance fall,- and he turned away and 
lei^ me standing ihet%. But I notwitbstand. 
ing went up into my chamber, and cried un- 
to the Lord, earnestly beseeching him, that 
he would be pleased to open my father's eyes, 
that he might see whom he fought against, 
and for what ; and that he would turn his 
heart. 

After this I had a pretty time of rest and 
i^uiet from these disturbances; my father qot 
saying any thing to me, nor giving me occa- 
sion to say any thing to him. But I was still 
under a kind of confinement ; unless I would 
have run about the country bare-headed, like 
a mad-man ; which I did not see it was my 
place to do. For I found that, although to 
t>e abroad, and at liberty among my friends, 
u'ould have been more pleasant to mc, yet 
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home was at present my proper place; a 
school In which I was to learn with patience 
to bear the cross : and I wilHngly submitted 
to it. 

But after some time, a fresh storm more 
fierce and sharp than any before, arose and 
fell upon me ; the occasion whereof was this : 
my father having been in his younger years, 
more especially while he lived in London, a 
constant hearer of those who are called Puri- 
tan- preachers, had stored up a pretty stock of 
scripture-knowledge, did sometimes, not con- 
stantly, nor very often, cause his family to 
come together on a first-day in the evening, 
and expound a chapter to them, and pray. 
His family now, as well as his estate, was 
lessened ; for my mother was dead, my bro- 
ther gone, and my elder sister at London; 
and having put off his husbandry, he had put 
off with it most of his servants ; so that he had 
now but one man and one maid servant. It 
so fell out, that on a first-day night, he bid 
my sister who sat with him in the parlour, 
call in the servants to prayer. 

Whether this was done as a trial upon me, 
or no, I know not, but a trial it proved to 
me ; for they loving me very well, and dislik- 
ing my father's carriage to me, made no haste 
to go in ; but staid a second summons. This 
so offended him, that when at length they did 
go in, he, instead of going to prayer, exam- 
ined them, why they came not in when they 
were first called ; and the answer they gave 



«3 THE LIFE OF 

him being such, as rather heighteifed tbm 
abated his displeasure, he, with ah angty 
tone, said, call in that fellow, meanitig tne, 
who was left alone in the kitchen, for he is 
the cause of all this ; they, as they were back- 
ward to go in themselves, so were not for- 
ward to call me in, fearing the effect of my 
father's displeasure would fall upon me, as k 
iSGon did ; for I, hearing what was said, -and 
not staying for the call, went in of mysetf. 
And as soon as I was come in, my father 
<lischarged his displeasure on me, in very 
sharp and bitter expressions ; which dretf 
from me, in the grief of my heart, to see him 
so transported with passion, these few words ; 
they that can pray with such a spirit, let 
them ; for my part I cannot. With that my 
Either flew upon me with both his fists, and 
not thinking that sufficient, stepped hastily ti> 
to the place where his cane stood, and catch^ 
ing that up, laid on me, I thought, with all 
his strength. And I being bare-headed, I 
thought his blows must needs have broken my 
scull, had I not laid mine arm over my head 
to defend it. 

His man seeing this, and not able to CMi- 
tain himself, stepped in between us ; and lay- 
ing hold on the cane, by strength of hand 
held it so fast, that though he attempted not 
to take it away, yet he with.held my father 
from striking with it ; which did but enrage 
him the more. I disliked this in the man, 
and bid him let go the cane and be gone. 
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which he Immediately did ; and turning to be 
gone, had a blow on the shoulders for his 
pains ; which yet did not much hurt him. 

But now my sister fearing lest my fathcF 
should fall upon me again, besought him to 
forbear ; adding, indeed, sir, if you strike 
him any more, 1 ivill throw open the case- 
ment and cry murder ; for I am afraid you 
will kill my brother. This stopped his hand v 
and after some threatening speeches, he com- 
manded me to get to my chamber, which I 
did, as I always did whenever he bid me. 

Thither soon after my sister followed me, to 
see my arm and dress it; for it was, indeed, 
very much bruised and swelled, between the 
wrist and el,bow ; and in some places the skia 
was broken and beaten off". But though it 
was very sore, and I felt for some time much 
pain in it, yet I had peace and quietness in 
my mind ; being more grieved for my father, 
than for myself, who I knew had hurt himself 
more than me. 

This was, so far as I remember, the last 
time that ever my father called his family to 
prayer. And this was also the last time that 
ever he fell, so severely at least, upon me. 

Soon after this, my elder sister, who in all 
the time of these exercises of mine, had been 
at London, returned home ; much troubled tO' 
find me a Quaker, a name of reproach and 
great contempt then ; and she being at Lon- 
don, had received, I suppose, theworstcha- 
racter of Aem. Yet, though she disliked the 
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people, her affectionate regard to me, made 
her rather pity than despise me ; and the 
more, when she understood what hard usage 
I had met with. 

The rest of this winter I spent in a lone- 
some solitary life ; having none to converse 
with, none to unbosom myself unto, none to 
ask counsel of, none to seek relief from, but 
the Lord alone ; «ho yet was more than all. 
And yet the company and society of faithful 
and judicious friends, would, I thought, have 
been very welcome, as well as helpful to me 
in my spiritual travel ; in which I thought I 
made but a slow progress, my soul breathing 
after further attainments ; the sense of which 
drew from me the following lines : 

The winter tree 
Resembles me. 

Whose sap lies in its root: 
The spring draws nigh ; 
As it, sol 

Shall bud, I hope, and shcot. 

At length it pleased the Lord to move Isaac 
Pennington and his wife to make a visit to my 
father, and see how it fared with me, and ve- 
ry welcome they were to me, whatever they 
were to him ; to whom I doubt not but they 
would have been more welcome, had it not 
been for me. 

They tarried with us all night ; and much 
discourse they had with my father, both about 
the principle of truth in general, and me in 
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partictUfu* ; which I was not privy to. But 
one thing, I remember, I afterwards Iieani of, 
which was this. 

When my father ajid \yf were at their house 
some months before, Mary Pennington, in 
some discourse between them, had told hita 
how hardly her husband's fathe;-, Alderman 
PenningtOJi, had dealt with him about his bat, 
which my father, (little then thinking that it 
would, and so soon too, be his own case) 
did very muQh censure the Alderman for; 
wondering that 90 wise a man as he was, 
should take .notice of such a trivial thing as 
the putting o^*, or keeping on a hat ; and he 
.spared not to blame him liberally jfor it. 

This ga.ve her a handle to take hold of him 
t^. And haying b^d an ancient acquaintance 
with him, and he having; always had an high 
ppiniap of and respect for her ; st^e, who was 
^ w^m^ of great wisdom, qf ready speech, 
^nd of a ^ell resolved spirit, did press 90 
close upcsi hi,n;i with this home-axgi^ment, 
^t he was utterly to se^, and at a loss how 
to defepd himself. v 

After, dinner ntjst day, when they ,were rea- 
lly. tQ t^ke cp^ch to return ,home, she desired 
my father, thfit since ,my qonfipany was so lit- 
de acceptable to him, he w;ouMgiyen>e leave 
^ go and :?p(end some time with theiUt 
where I ^ould be sure to be welcome. 

He ,wa^ .very .unwilling I should go, ai>d- 
made many objections against it, all which 
she answered and removed so clearly, that 
F 2 
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not finding what excuse further to allege, 
he, at length left it to me; and I soon tuTD- 
ed the scale for going. 

We were come to the coach-side before this 
was concluded on; and I was ready to st^ 
in; when one of my sisters privately put my, 
father in mind, that 1 had never a hat on. 
That somewhat startled him, for he did not 
think it fit I should go from home, and that 
so far, and to stay abroad, without a hat.^ 
Wherefore he whispered to her, to fetch nift 
a hat, and he entertained them with some dis<t 
course in the mean time. But as soon as bt 
saw the hat coming, he would not stay till 'A 
came, lest I should put it on before him ; but 
breaking off his discourse abruptly, took his 
leave of them, and hastened in before the 
hat was brought to me. 

I had not one penny of money about mcr 
nor any, indeed, elsewhere. For my father,' 
so soon as he saw that I would be a Quaker,: 
took from me both what money I had, and. 
every thing else of value, or that would havei 
nude money, as some plate buttons, rings,' 
Etc. pretending that he would keep them for. 
me till I came to myself again, lest 1, in the; 
mean time should destroy them. 

But as I had no money, so* being among' 
my friends,' I had no need of any, nor eter 
honed after it ; though onc^ upon a particu-' 
lar occasion I had like to have wanted it. — 
The case was thus. 
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1 had been at Reading, and set out from 
thence on the first<duy of the week, in the 
morning, intending to reach (as in point of 
time I well might) Isaac Pennington's, 
where the meeting was to be that day ; but when 
Z came tu Maidenhead, a thorough fair>.town, 
on the way, I was stopped by the'watch for rid- 
ing on that day. 

The watchman, laying hold on the bridle, 
told me I must go with him to the constable ; 
and accordingly, I making no resistance, suf- 
fered him to lead my horse to the constable's 
door. When we were come there, the consta- 
ble told me I must go before the warden, who 
Was the chief officer of that town, and bid the 
watchman bring me on, himself walking be- 
fiwe. 

Being come to the warden's door, the con- 
stable knocked, and desired to speak with Mr. 
Warden. He thereupon quickly coming to 
the door, the constable said, sir, I have 
broti^t a man here to you, whom the watch 
took riding through the town. The warden 
was a budge old man ; and I looked some, 
what big too, having a good gelding under 
me, and a good riding coat on my back, both 
which my friend Isaac Pennington had kind- 
ly accommodated me with for that journey. 

The warden therefore taking me to be, as 
the saying is, somebody, put off his hat, and 
made a low congee to me ; but when he saw 
that I sat still, and neither bowed to him, 
nor moved my hat, he gave a start, and said 
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to the constable, you said you had iHvu^fat a 
man, but he does not behave himself liEe a 
maa. 

I sat still upon my h(»^e, and said not 3 
word ; but keeping my mind retired to tj»e 
Lord,' waiting to see what this would coine to. 

The warden then began to examine me, 
asking me whence I came, aod whither I wa? 
going ? I told him I came from Reading, and 
was gcuig to Chatfont. He asked me why [ 
did travel on that day ? I told him I did not 
know that it would give any offence barely to 
ride or waUt on that day, so long as J did 
not carry or drive any carriage, or horses la- 
den with burthens. Why, said he, if your 
business was urgent, did you not take a pass 
from the mayor of Reading .' Because, replied 
I, I did not know, nor think I should hpve 
needed one. WeU, said he, I will not talk 
with you iK>w, because it is time to go to 
church, but I will examine you further anon; 
and turning to the constable, have him, said 
he, to an inn, and bring him before me M'ter 
dinner. 

The naming of an inn put me in mind, that 
suqh public houses were places of expence; 
and 1 knew I had no money to defray it: 
wherefore, I said to the warden, heft^e thqu 
sendest me to an inn, which may occasion 
some expence, I think it needAiI to acquuot 
thee that I have no money. 

At that the warden startled again ; and turn- 
ing quick upon me, said, how ! no money ! 
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how can that be ? You do not look like a man 
that has no money. However I look, said I, 
I tell thee the truth, that I have no money ; 
and I tell it to forewarn thee, that thou may- 
est not bring any charge upon the town. I 
wonder, said he, whiit art you have got, that 
ypii can travel without money ; you can do 
more, I assure you, than I can. 

I making no answer, he went on and said, 
well, well, but if you have no money, you 
have a good horse under yon ; and we can 
distrain him for the charge. But, said I, the 
horse is not mine. No 1 said he, but you 
have a good coat on your back ; and that, I 
hope is your own : No, said I, but it is not ; 
for I borrowed both the horse and the coat. 

With that the warden, holding up his hands, 
and smiling, said, bless me ! I never met 
with such a man as you are before ! What ! 
were you set out by the parish I Then turning 
to the constable, he said, have him to the 
Grayhound, and hid the people be civil to him. 
Accordingly to the Grayhound I was led; 
my horse set up, and I put into a large room ; 
and some account, I suppose, given of me to 
the people of the house. 

This was new work to me ; and what the 
issue of it would be, I could not foresee ; but 
Being left there alone, I sat down, and retired 
in spirit to the Lord, in whom alone my strength 
and safety was, and begged support of him ; 
even that he would be pleased to give me 
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wisdom, and words to answer the warden, 
when I should come to be examined agaift 
befixe him. 

After some time, having pen ink and paper 
about me, I set myself to write what I thought 
night be proper, if occasion served, to give 
the warden. And while I was writing, ihe 
master of the house being come home from 
his worship, sent the tapster to me, to invite 
me to dine with him. I bid him tell his mas- 
ter, that 1 had not any money to pay for my 
dinner. He sent the man again to tell me, I 
should be welcome to dine with him, though 
I had no money. I desired him to tell his 
master, that I was very sensible of his civility 
and kindness, in so courteously inviting m* 
to his table, but I had not freedom to eat of 
his meat, unless I could have paid for it. So 
he went on with Ids dinner, and I with my 
writian^. 

But before I had finished what was on my 
mind to write, the constable came again; 
bringing with him his fellow-constable. This 
wasa brisk, genteel young man, a shopkeep- 
er in the town, whose name was Cherry. — 
They saluted me civilly, and told me tliey 
were come to have me before the warden. 
This put an end to my writing ; which I put 
into my pocket, and went along with them. 

Being come to the warden's, he asked me 
again the same' questions he had asked me be* 
fore, to which I gave htm the like answers. 
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Then he told me the penalty I had incomd j 
which he said, was either to pay so rauch 
meneyi ch* lye so many hours in the stocks; 
and asked me which I wouM choose. I repli' 
ed, I shall not choose either. And, said I, I 
have told thee, already that I have no money ; 
though if I had, I could not so far actnow- 
kdge myself an ofiender, as to pay any ; but 
as to lying in the stocks, I am in thy power, 
to do unto me, what it shall please the Lord 
to sufier thee. 

When he heard that, he paused awhile, and 
then told me, he considered that I was but a 
young mim, and might not perhaps under- 
stand the danger I had brought myself into ; 
and therefore he would not use the severity of 
the law upon me ; but in hopes that I would 
be wiser hereafter, he would pass by this of- 
fence, and dischar^ me. 

Then putting on a countenance of the great- 
est gravity, he said to me, but young man, I 
would have you know, that you have not on> 
ly broken the law of the land ! but the law of 
God also ; and therefore you ought to ask him 
foi^tveness ; for you have highly offended 
him. That, said I, I would most willingly 
do, if I were sensible that, in this case, I 
had offended him, by breaking any law of his. 
Why, said he, do you question that ? Yes, 
truly, said I : for I do not know that any law 
of God doth forbid me to ride on this day. 

No ! said he, that is strange ! where, I 
wonder, were you bred j You can read ; can 
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you not ? Yes, said T, that I can. Do not y^ou 
read then, said he, the commandment ; rt- 

member the sabbatb day, to keep it holy. Six 
days sbalt ibou labour, and da all thy work : 
hut the seventh day is the sabbath of the Lord 
thy God : in it thou sbalt not do any U'orA. Yes, 
replied I, 1 have both read it often, and re- 
member it very well. But that command 
was given to the Jews, not to Christians ; and 
this is not that day : for that was the seventh 
day, but this is the first. How ! said he, 
do you know the days of the week no better ? 
You had need then be better taught. 

Here the younger constable, whose name 
"was Cherry, interposing, said, Mr. Warden, 
the gentleman is in the right as to that, for 
this is the first day of the week, and not the 
seventh. 

This the old warden took in dudgeon ; and 
looking severely on the constable, said, what! 
do you take upon you to itach me ? I will 
have you know, I will not be taught by you. 
As you please for that, sir, said the constable, 
but I am sure you are mistaken in this point, 
for Saturday, 1 know, is the seventh day ; and 
you know yesterday was Saturday. 

This made the warden hot and testy, and 
put him almost out of all patience ; so that I 
feared it would have come to a downright 
quarrel betwixt them, forboth were confident, 
and neither would yield. And so earnestly 
were they engaged in the contest, that there 
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was no room for me to put in a word between 
them. 

16ti0. At length the old man, having talked 
himself out of wind, stood still a while, as it 
were to take breath ; and then bethinking him- 
self of me, he turned to me, and said, you 
are discharged, and may take your liberty to go 
about your occasions. But, said I, I desire 
my horse may be discharged too, else I know 
not how to go. Ay, ay, said he, you shall 
have your horse ; and turning to the other 
constable who had not offended him, he said, 
go see that his horse be delivered to him. 

Away thereupon went I, with that consta- 
ble, leaving the old warden and the young 
constable to compose their difference as they 
could. Being come to the inn, the constable 
called for my horse to be brought out. Which 
done, I immediately mounted, and began to 
set forward. But the hostler, not knowing 
the condition of my pocket, said modestly to 
me, sir, do you not forget to pay for your 
horse's standing ? No truly, said I, I do not 
forget it, but I have no money to pay it with, 
and so I told the warden before. Well, hold 
your tongue, said the constable to the host- 
ler, I will see you paid. Then opening the 
gate, they let me out, the constable wishing, 
me a good journey ', and through the town I 
rode without further molestation, though it 
was as much sabbath, I thought, when I went 
out, as it was when I came in. 
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A secret joy arose in me, as I rode on the 
way, for that I had been preserved from do- 
ing or saying any thing that might give the ' 
adversaries of truth advantage against it, or 
the friends of it ; and praises sprang in my 
Ihankful heart to the Lord my preserver. 

It added also not a little to my joy, that I 
felt the Lord near imto me, by hta witness ia 
my heart, to check and warn me ; and my 
spirit was so far subjected to him, as readily 
to take warning, and stop at his check ; an in- 
stance of both that very morning 1 had. • - 

For as I rode between Reading and Mahi- 
denhead, I saw lying in n>y way, the scabbard 
of an hanger ; which having tust its hook, had 
slipped off, 1 suppose, and dr<^ped from the 
side of the wearer ; and it had in h a pair of 
knives, whose hafts being inlaid with silver, 
seemed to be of some value. 1 alighted and 
took it Hp, and clapping it between my thigh 
and the saddle, rode on a litde way, but I 
quickiy found it too heavy for me ; and the 
reprover in me soon began to cheek. The 
word arose in me, what hast thou to do with 
that ? Doth it belong to thee ? I felt 1 had 
done amiss in taking it ; wherefore 1 turned 
back to the place where it lay, and laid it 
down where I found it. And wlwn aftepvvards 
1 was stopped, and siezed on at Miiindenliead, 
I saw there was a Providence in not bringing' 
it with nie ; which, if it should have been 
found, as it needs must, under my coat, wlien 
I came to be unhorsed, might have raised some 
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evil suspicion, or sinister thoughts concern, 
ing inc. 

Tbe stop I met with at Maindenhead, had 
spent me so much time, that when 1 canje to 
Isaac Pennington's, the meeting there was 
half over, which gave them occasion, after, 
meeting, to inquire of me, if any thing had 
befallen me on the way, which had caused me 
to come so late. Whereupon Irel^Ued to them 
what exercise I had met with, and how the 
Lord had helped me through it; which when 
they had heard, they rejoiced with me, and 
for my sake. 

Great was the love, and manifold the kind- 
nesses, which I received from these my wor- 
thy friends Isaac and Mary Pennington, while 
I abode in their family. They were indeed 
as affectionate parents, and tender nurses to 
me in this time of my religious childhood. 
For besides their weighty and seasonable conn- 
sels, and exemplary conversations, they fur- 
nished me with means to go to the otlier meet- 
ings of friends in that country, when tbe 
meeting was not in their own house. And 
indeed, the time I staid with them was so 
Well spent, that it not only yielded great sat- 
isfaction to my mind, but turned in good 
measure to my spiritual advantage in the 
truth. 

But that I might not, on the one hand, 
bear too hard upon my friends, nor on the 
other hand forget the house of thraldom, af- 
ter I hiid staid with them some six or seven 
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weeks, from the time called Easter, to the 
time called Whitsuntide, I took my leave of 
them, to depart home ; intending to walk to 
Wiccomb in one day, and from thence horn? 
in another. 

That day that I came home I did not see 
my father, nor until noon the next day, when 
I went into the parlour where he was, tfi 
take my usual place at dinner. 

As soon as I came In, I observed by my 
father's countenance, that my hat was still 
an offence to him ; but when I had sat 
down, and before 1 had eaten any thing, he 
made me understand it more fully, by saying 
to me, (but in a milder tone than he had for- 
merly used to speak to me in) if you cannot 
content yourself to come to dinner without 
your hive on your head, (so he called my hat) 
pray rise, and go take your dinner somewhere 
else. 

Upon these words I arose from the table, 
and leaving the room went into the kitchen ; 
where I staid till the servants went to. dinner, 
and then sat down very contentedly with them. 
Yet I suppose my father might intend that I 
should have gone into some other room, and 
there have eaten by myself. But I cliose ra- 
ther to eat with the servants ; and did so from 
thenceforward, so long as he and I lived to- 
gether. And from this time he rather chose, 
as I thought, to avoid seeing me, than to re- 
new the quarrel about my hat. 
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Mysisters, meanwhile, observingmy wari- 
ness in words and behaviour, and being satia> 
ficci, I suppose, that I acted upon a principle 
of religion and conscience, carried themselves 
very kindly to me ; and did what they could 
to mitigate my father's displeasure against 
me. So that I now enjoyed much more quiet 
at home, and took more liberty to go abroad 
amongst my friends,, than 1 had done, or 
could do before. And having informed my- 
self where any meetings of friends were holden,, 
within a reasonable distance from me, I re« 
sorted to them. 

At first I went to at town called Haddenham,. 
in Buckinghamshire, five miles from my fa- 
ther's ^ where, at the house of one Belson, a. 
few who were, called Quakers, did meet 
sometimes on a first-day of the week ; but 1 
found little satisfaction there. Afterwards*, 
upon further iiiquiry, I understood there was. 
a settled meeting at a little village called Mea. 
die, about four long miles from me, in the house 
of one John While, which is continued there * 
stilt : and to that thenceforward I constantly 
went, while I abode in that country, and was 
able.. Many a sore day's travel have I had 
thither and. back again ; being commonly, in. 
the winter time, how fair soever the weather ■ 
was over head, wet up to the ancles at least ; . 
yet through the goodness of the Lord tomei^ 
I was preserved in health. 

A little meeting also there was,, on the:* 
fourth-day of the week, at a town called Bicil- ■ 
e3- 
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low, two miles from mc, in the house of one 
Thomas Saunders, who professed the truth ; 
bul his wife, \vhnse name was Damaris, did 
possess it, she being a woman of great sin. 
cerity and lively sense; and to that meeting 
also I usually went. 

But thoujjh I took this liberty for the ser- 
vice of God, that I might worship him in the 
assemblies of his people, yet did I not use it 
upon other occasions, hut spent my time, on 
other days, for the most part in my chamber, 
in retiredness of mind, waiting on the Lord. 
And the Lord was graciously pleased to visit 
me, by his quickening spirit and life; so that 
I came to feel the operation of his power in 
my heart, working out that which was con- 
trary to his will, and giving me in measurCi, 
dominion over it. 

' And as my spirit was kept in a dqe subjee- 
' tion to ihis Divine power, I grew into a near- 
er acquaintance with the Lord; and the Lord 
vouchsafed to speak unto me, in the inward 
of my soul, and to open my underaiandingin 
his fear, to receive counsel from hiin ; so that 
I not only, at sometimes heard his voice, . 
but could distinguish his voice from the voice 
of the enemy. 

As thus I daily waited on the Lord, a 
weighty and unusual exercise came upon me ; 
which bowed my spirit very low before ih? 
Lprd. I had seen in the light of the Lord, 
(he horrible guiit of those deceitful priests. 



,,...j»Googlc 



THOMAS ELLWOOD, 79 

of divers sorts and dcnotninations, who n)ade a 
trade of preaching; and for filthy lucre's sake 
held the people always learning; yet so 
taught them, as that by their teaching and 
ministry, they were never able to come to the 
knowledge, much less to the acknowledgment 
of the truth ;' for as they themselves hated the 
light, because their own deeds were evil, sa 
by reviling, reproaching, and blaspheming the 
trije light, wherewith every man thai cometh 
into the world is enlightened, (John i. 9.) the;^ 
begat in the people a disesteem of the light ; 
and laboured, as much as in them lay, to 
keep their hearers in the darkness, that they 
might not be turned to the light in themselves, 
lest by the light they should discover the 
wi,ckedness of these their deceitful teachers; 
and turn from them. 

- Against this practice of these fiilse teachers, 
the zeal of the Lord had flamed in my breast 
for some time ; and now the burthen of the 
word of the Lord against them, fell heavy up> 
onmc, T0th command to proclaim his contro* 
versy against them. 

Fain would I haye been excused from this 
service, which I judged too heavy for me; 
wherefore, I besought the Lordto take this 
weight from off me, who was, in every re- 
spect, but young; and lay it upon some other 
of his servants, of whom he had many, who 
were much more able and fit for it. But th^ 
Lord would not be intreated, but continued ' 
the burden upon me, with greater weighty 
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requiring obedience irom me, afid promising 
to assist me therein. Whereupon I aroie 
from toy bed, and in the fear and dread of the 
Lord, committed to writing what he, in the 
motion of his Divine spirit, dictated to me 
to write. When I had done it, though 
the sharpness of the message therein deliveredf 
was hard to my nature to be the publisher of, 
jet I found acceptance with the Lord, in my 
obedience to bis will, and his peace filled my 
heart. As soon as 1 could, I communicated- 
to my friends what I had writtCB ;. and it was. 
printed in the year 1660, in one sheet of pa- 
per, under the title of " An alarm to the 
Priests ; or, a Message from Heaven, to fore-, 
warn them," fee- 
Some time after the publishing of this pa- 
per, having occasion to go to London, I w^nt* 
to visit George Fox the younger, who with> 
another friend,, was then a prisoner in a Mes-> 
senger's hands. I had never seen him, nor he- 
me before; yet this paper lying on the table- 
before him, he, pointmg to it, ask^ me if I 
was the person that wrote it f I told nun I was.. 
It is much said the other Iriend that they bear, 
it. It is, replied he, their portion, and they 
must bear it. 

While I was then in London, I went to a 
Utile meeting of Friends, which was then held 
in the house of one Humphry Bacbe, a gold- 
smith, at the signed the snail, in Tower-street. 
- |t was then a very troublesome time, not from 
the government, but from tUe rabble of boy» 
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and rude peoplct who upon the turn of the 
timesi at the return of the king, took liberty 
to be very abusive. 

When the meeting ended, a pretty number 
of these unruly folk were got together at the 
door, ready to receive the friends as they 
came forth, not only with evil words, but 
with blows ; which I saw they bestowed free- 
iy on some of them that were gone out before 
me, and expected I should have my share of, 
when I. came amongst them. But quite con- 
trary to my expectation, when I came out, 
they said one to another, let him alone, do 
not meddle with him, he is no Quaker I will 
warrant you. 

This struck me, and was worse to me 
than if they had laid their fists on me, as they 
did'on others. I was troubled to think what 
the matter was, or what these rude people 
saw in me, that made them not take me for 
a Quaker. And upon a close eKamination of 
myself, with respect to my habit and deport- 
ment, I ^ild not find any thing to place it 
on, but tnat I luid then on my head a large 
mountier cap of black velvet, the skirt of 
which being turned up in folds, looked it 
seems, somewhat above -the then common 
garb of a Quaker, and this put me out of con. 
ecit .with my cap. 

I came, at this time to London, from Isaac 
Pennington's, and thither I went again, \n 
my way home, and while I staid there, 
amongst other friends wh<j came thither, Tho. 
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mas Loe of OsFord was one. A faklifut and 
tliligent labourer he was in the work of the 
Lord, and an excellent nuniiiterial gift he had*. 
And I in my zeal for truth, being very desir- 
ous that my neighbours might have the op- 
portunity of hearing the gospel, the glad tid- 
ings of salvation, livingly and powerfully 
preached among them, entered into communi- 
cation with him about it j offering to procure 
some convenient place in the town where I 
lived, for a meeting to be held, and to invite 
my neighbours to it ; if he could give me any 
ground to expect his company at it. He tokl 
me he was not at his own command, but at 
the Lord's ; and he knew not how he might 
dispose of him, but wished me, if I found 
when I was come home, that the thing con. 
tinned with weight upon my mind, and that Z 
could get aifit place for a meeting, I would 
advertise him of it by a few lines directed to 
him at Oxford, whither he was then going, 
and he might then let me know how his free- 
dom stood in that matter. " 

When therefore 1 was comp honT^ and had 
treated with a neighbour for a place to have a 
meeting in, I wrote to my friend Thomas Loe, 
to acquaint him that I had procured a place 
for a meeting, and would invite company 
to it, if he would fix the time, and give me 
some ground to hope that he would be at it. 
, This letter I sent by a neighbour to Thame, 
to be Riven to a dyer of Oxford, who con-t 
gtantly kept Thame market, with whom I was 
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^etty well iic<juainted ; having sometimes for- 
merly used him, not only in his way of trade, 
but to carry letters between my brotlier and 
me, when he was a siitdent in the University, 
ftv which he was always paid, and had been 
so careful in the delivery, that our letters had 
always gone safe uotil im>w; But this time, 
Provideilfce so ordering, or at least for my tri- 
al permitting it, this letter of mine, instead 
trf' being delivered nccordiug to its direction, 
was seized and carried, as I was told, to the 
lord Faulklmid, who was then called lord-lieu- 
tenant of that county. 

The occasion of this stopping of letters at- 
that time, was that mad prank of those infat- 
uated fifth-monarchy-men, who, from their 
Hieeting- house in Coleman -street, London, 
Iveaking forth in arms, under the command 
of their chieftain Vertner, made an insurrection 
in the city ; on pretence of setting up the 
kingdom of Jesus ; who, it is said, they ex- 
pected would come down from heaven, to be 
their leader. So little understood they the 
nature of nis kingdom; though he himself 
had declared it was not of this world. 

The king, a little before his arrival in Eng- 
land, had, by his dcclatation from Breda, 
^ven assurance-of liberty to tender conscien- 
ces ; and that no man should be disquieted, 
or called in question for differences of opinion 
in matters of religion, who did not disturb the 
peace of the kingdom ; upon this assurance, 
dissenters of all sorts relied, and held them- 
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selves secure. But noit^ by tlus frantic ac- 
tion of a few hot brained men, the king was 
by some, holden discharged from this his 
royal word and promise, in his foregoing de- 
claration pubitckly given. And bereupcHi let* 
ters were intercepted and broken open, for 
discovery of suspected plots, and des^ns 
against the government ; and not only dissen* 
ter*s meetings of all sorts, without distinction, 
were disturbed, but very many were impri- 
soned, in most pans, throughout the nation ; 
and great search there was, in all countries, 
for suspected persons, who, if not found at 
meetings, were fetched in from their own 
houses. 

The lord lieutenant, so called, of Oxford- 
shire, had on this occasion taken Thomas Loe, 
and many other of our friends, at a meeting, 
and sent them prisoners to Oxford-Castle, 
just before my letter was brought to his hand, 
wherein I had invited Thomas Loe to a meet- 
ing ; and he, putting the worst construction 
upon it, as if I, a poor simple lad, had in- 
tended a seditious meeting, in or^r to raise 
rebellion, ordered two of the deputy-lieuten- 
ants, who lived nearest to me, to send aparty 
of horse to fetch me in. 

Accordingly, while I, wholly ignorant of 
what hiid passed at Oxford, was in daily ex- 
pectation of an agreeable answer to my letter, 
same a party of horse one morning to my fit* 
ther's gate, and asked for me. 
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It so fell out, that my father was at that 
time from home, I think in London, where- 
upon he that commanded the party, alighted 
and came in. My eldest sister, hearing the 
noise pf soldiers, came hastily up into my 
chamber, and told me there were soldiers be- 
low, who inquired forme. I forthwith went 
down to them, and found the commander was 
a barber of Thame, and one who had always 
been my barber till I was a Quaker. His name 
was Whately, a bold brisk fellow. 

I asked him what his business was with n»e I 
He told me I must go with him. I demand- 
ed to see his warrant, he laid his hand on his 
sword, and said that was his warrant. I told 
him, though that was not a legal warrant, yet 
I would not dispute it, but was ready to bear 
injuries. He told me he could not help it, 
as he was commanded to bring meforthwithbe. 
fore the deputy-lieutenants, and therefore de- 
sired me to order an horse to be got ready, 
because he was in haste. 'I let him know I 
had no horse of my own, and would not med- 
dle with any of my father's horses, in hisab* 
sence especially ; and- that therefore, if he 
would have me with him, he rtiust carry me as 
he could. 

He thereupon taking my sister aside, told 
her he found I was resolute, and his orders 
were peremptory ; wherefore he desired that 
she would give order for an horse to be made 
ready for me, for otherwise he should be forc- 
ed to moupt me behind a trooper, which would 
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be very unsuitable for me, and which he Waa 
very unwilling to do. She thereupon ordered 
an horse to be got ready, upon which, when 
I had taken leave of my sisters, I mounted, 
and wpnt off, not knowing whither he intend* 
ed to carry me. 

He had orders, it seems, to take some others 
also, in a neighbouring village, whose 
names he had, but their houses he did not 
know. Wherefore, as we rode, he asked me 
if I knew such and such men, whom he nam* 
ed, and where they lived ; and when he un- 
derstood that I knew them, he desired me to 
shew him their houses. No, said I, I scora 
to be an informer against my neighbours, to 
bring them into trouble. He thereupon riding 
to and fro, found, by inquiry, most of their 
houses, but as it happened, found none, of them 
at home, at which I was glad. 

At length hfs brought me to the house of 
onccalledesquire Clark, of Weston, by Thame, 
who being afterwards knighted, was called sir 
John Clark ; a jolly man, too much addicted 
to drinking in soberer times ; but was now 
grown more licentious that way, as the time 
did now more favour debauchery. He and I 
had known one another for some years ; though 
not very intimately ; having met sometimes at 
the lord Wenman's table. 

This Clark was one of the deputy-lieuten- 
ants, whom I was to be brought before. And 
he had gotten another thither, to join with him 
in tendering me the oaths, whom 1 knew only 
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by name and character ; he was called esquire 
Knowls, ofGrays, byHenly; and reputed a man 
of better morals than the other, 

I was brought into the hall, and kept there. 
And as Quakers were not so common then, as 
they now arc, and indeed even yet {the more 
is the pity) they are not common in that part 
of the country; I was made a spectacle, anc! 
gazing-stock to the family, and by divers I \\as 
diversely set upon. Some spake to me courte- 
ously, with appearance of compassion ; others 
ruggedly, with evident tokens of wrath and 
scorn. But though I gave them hearing of what 
they said, which I could not well avoid, yet 
I said little to them ; but keeping my mind as 
well retireit as I could, I breathed to the Lord 
for help and strength from him, to bear me up, 
ind carry me through this trial ; that I might 
not sink under it, or be prevailed on by any 
means, fair or foiil, to do any thing that 
might dishonour, or displease my God* 

At length came forth the justices themselves, 
for so they were, as well as lieutenants; and 
after they had saluted me, they discoursed with 
me pretty familiarly; and though Clark would 
sometimes be a little jocular and waggish, 
which was somewhat natural to him, yet 
Knowls treated me very civillyT not seeming 
to lake any offence at my not standing bare be- 
fore him. And when a young priest, who as 
I understood, was chaplain in the family, 
took upon him pragmatically to reprove me for 
Standing with, my hat on before the magistratcsi. 
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and snatched my cap from off my head, Knowls 
in a pleasant manner, corrected him, telling 
him he mistook himself, in taking a cap for a 
hat; for mine was amountier-cap, and bid hifla 
give it me again, which he, though unwilling. 
Jy doing, 1 forthwith put it on my head again; 
and thenceforward none meddled with me 
about it. 

Then they began to examine me ; putting 
divers questions to me relating to the pre- 
sent disturbances in the nation, occasioned by 
the late foolish insurrection, of those frantick 
fifth-monarchymen. To all which I readily 
answered, aecording to the simplicity of my 
heart, and innocency of my hands ; for I had 
neither done, nor thought any evil against the 
government. 

But they endeavoured to affright me with 
threats of danger, telling me with innuendo's, 
that for all my pretence of innocency, there 
was high matter against me, which, if I would 
stand out, would be brought forth, and that 
under my own hand. I knew not what they 
meant by this, but I knew my innocency, and" 
kept to it. 

At length, when they saw I regarded not 
their threats in general, they asked me if I 
knew one Thomas Loe, and had written of 
late to him. I then remembered my letter, 
which till then I had not thought of, and there- 
upon frankly told them, that I did both know- 
Thomas Loe, and had lately written to hitn, 
but that as I knew I had written no hurt, so I 
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did not fear any danger from that letter. The^ 
fihook their heads, and said it was dangerous 
to write letters to appoint meetings in such 
iroublesome times. 

They added, that by appointing a meeting, 
and endeavouring to gather a concourse of peo- 
|)le. ti^ether, in such a juncture especially as 
thw was, I had rendered myself a dangerous 
person. And therefore, they could do no less 
than tender me the oaths of allegiance and 
supremacy, wluch therefore they required me 
to take. 

I told them if I could take any oath at alt, 
i would take the oath of allegiance, for I owed 
allegiance to the king. But I durst not take 
any oath, because my Lord and Master Jesus 
Christ had comm»)ded me not to swear at all^ 
and if I brak£ his command, I should thereby 
both dishonour and displease him. 

Hereupon they undertook to reason with 
me, and used many words to persuade m« 
that that command of Christ related only to 
comeion and profane swearing, not to swear- 
jng before a magistrate. I heard them, and 
saw the weakness of their arguings, but did 
■not return them .any answer; for I found my 
present business was not to dispute, but to 
suffer ; and that it was nc^ safe for me, in thi^ 
my weak and childish state especially, to enter 
into reasonings with sharp, quick, witty and 
learned men, lest I might thereby hurt both 
the cauae of Truth, which I was to bear wit- 
ness xOi and m^'self ; therefore I chose rather 
112 
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to be a fool, and let them triumph over me, 
than by my iveafencss give them advantage to 
triumph over the Truth. And my spirit be- 
ing closely exercised in a deep travail towards 
the Lord, I earnestly begged of him, that he 
would be pleased to keep me faithful to tha 
testimony he had committed to me, and not 
suffer me to be taken in any of the snares which 
the enemy laid for me. And blessed be hit 
holy name, he heard my cries, and preservecl 
ine out of them. 

When the justices saw they could not bo# 
me to their wills, they told me they must tsend 
me to prison. I told them I was contented 
to suffer whatsoever the Lord shouhJ suffer 
them to inflict upon me. Whereupon thej» 
withdrew into the parlour, to consult togethet 
wiiat to do with me, leaving me meanwhile t4 
be gazed on in the hall. 

After a pretty long stay, they came ftrtth to 
ttie again, with great shew of kindness; telling 
me, they were very unwilling to send me to gaol 
but would be as favourable to me, as possibly 
they could ; and that, if I would take lite oaths, 
they would pass by all the other matter whicH 
they had against me. I told them I kne* 
they could not justly have any thing againstme, 
for I had neither done, nor intended any thing 
against the government, or against them» 
And as to the oaths, I assured them, that mf 
refusing tliem was merely matter of conscienell 
to me, and that I durst not take any otith whftt« 
Spevcr, if it were to^ave my life. 
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When they heard this, they ieft me again, 
and went and atgned a mittimus to send me to 
prison at Oxford, and charged one of the troop'. - 
ers that brou^t me thitker (who was one of 
ttie newly raised militia- troop) to convey me 
Bafetd Oxford. But before we departed, they 
called the trooper aBide, and gave him private 
instructions what he should do with me, which 
I knew nothing of till I came thither, but ex- 
pected [ ^ould go directly to the castle. 

It wasalmost dark when we took horse, and 
wc bad about nine or ten miles to ride, the 
weathor thick and cokl ; for it was about the 
beginning of the twelfth month, and I had no 
boots, being snatched away from home sudden. 
ly; which made hie not care to ride very fast. 
And my guard, who was a tradesman in, Thame, 
having confidence in me, that I would not 
give him the slip, jogged oa without heeding 
how I ft^owed him« 

When I was gone about a mile on the way^ 
I overtook my father's man^ who, without my 
kaowtedge, had followed me at a distance, to 
Weston ; and waited there abroad in the sta. 
bles, till he understood by some of the ser- 
vants that I Was to go to Oxford; and then ran 
before, resolving not to leave me, till he saw 
what they would do with me. 

I 'ivould have bftd hkn retutn home; but he 
desired me not to send him back, but let him 
run on till I came to Oxford. I considered 
that it was a token of the fellow's affectionate 
ikiadnesstome, and that pos»bly I might send 
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my horse home by him ; and thereupon^ stop- 
ping my horse, I bid him, if he would go on, 
get up behind me. He modestly refused, teU- 
ing me he could run as fast as I rode. But 
when I had told him, if he would not ride im 
should not go forward, he, rather than leaveme, 
leaped up behind me, ami on we went. 

But he was not willing 1 should have gone 
at all. He hatl a great cudgel in his hand, and 
a strong arm to use it ; and being a stc^t fel. ' 
low, he had a great mind to fight the trooper 
and rescue me. Wherefore be desired rac ta 
turn my horse, and ride off. And if the troop* 
er offered to pursue, leave hjm to deal with 
him. 

I checked him sharply for that, and charged 
lum to be quiet, and not think hardly of the 
poor trooper^ who could do no other nor lest 
{ban he did ; and who, though he had an ill 
journey in going with me, carried himself 
civilly to me. I told him also, that I had no 
need to fly, for' I had done nothing that would 
bring guilt or fear upon me, neither did I go 
with an ill will; and this quieted the man. 
So on we went, but were so far cast behiad ; 
the trooper, that we had lost both sight and '■ 
hearing of him, and I was fain to mend mj 
pace to get up to him again, ■ j 

We Cftme pretty late into Oxford, on the [ 
ceveoth-day of the week, which was the marr 
ket day, and contrary to my expectation, 
which was to have been carried to the castl^ j 
my trooper stopped in the Jiigh-street, aod i 
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calling; at a shop, asked for the master of the 
house, who coming to the door, he delivered 
to him the mittimus, and with it a letter 
from the deputy- lieutenants, or one of them; 
which when he had read, he asked where the 
prisoner was. Whereupon the soldier point- 
ing to me, he desired me to alight and come 
in, which when I did, he received me civilly. 

The trooper being discharged of his prison. 
Cr, marched back ; and my father's man see. 
ing me settled in better quarters than he ex» 
pected, mounted my horse and went off with 
him. 

I did not presently understand the quality 
of my keeper, but I found him a genteel, 
courteous man, by trade a linnen-drapcr ; and, 
as I afterwards understood, he was the city- 
marshall, had a command in the county troop, 
and was a person of good repute in the place ; 
his name was ■ ■' ■ Galloway. 

Whether I was committed to him out of 
regard to my father, that I might hot be thrust 
into a common gaol, or out of a politic design 
to keep me from the conversation of my 
friends, in hopes that I might be drawn to 
abandon this profession, which I had but late- 
ly taken up, I do not know. But this I know, 
that though 1 wanted no civil treatment, nor 
kind accommodations -where I was, yet after 
once I understood that many friends were pri. 
soners in the castle, and amongst the rest Thof 
mas Loe, I had much rather have been among 
tbeo) there, with Ml the inconveniences they 
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underwent, than where I was, with the b^st en- . 
lertainment. But this was my present lot, and 
therefore with this I endeavoureti to be content. 

It was quickly known in the city that a Qua- 
ker was brought in prisoner, and committed 
to the marshall. Whereupon (the men friends 
being generally prisoners already in the castle) 
some of the women friends came to inquire af- 
ter me and to visit me ; as Silas Norton's wife, 
and Thomas Loe's wife, who were sisters, and 
another woman friend, who lived in the same 
itreet where I was ; whose husband was not a' 
Quaker, but was kindly afiected towards them, 
a baker by trade, and his name as I remember, 
Byland, 

By some of these an account was soon given 
to the Friends, who were prisoners in the cas- 
tle, of my being taken up, and brought pri- 
soner to the marshall's. Whereupon it pleased 
the Lord, to move on the heart of my deap 
Friend Thbmas Loe, to salute me with a very 
tender and affectionate letter in the following 
terms. 

My Beloved Fbiekd, 

In the truth, and love of the Lord Jesus, 
by which life and salvation is revealed in the 
saints, is my dear love unto thee, and in much 
tenderness do I salute thee. And dear heart, 
a time of trial God hath permitted to come upon 
us, to try our faith and iove to him ; and this, 
will work for the good of them, that through 
patience endure to the end. And I beli^eve 
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God will be glorified through our suffering, 
and his name wiUbe exalted in the patience, and 
long-suffering of his chosen. When I heard 
that thou wast called into this trial, with the 
servants of the most High, to give thy testimo< 
ny to the truth of what we have believed, it 
came into my heart to write unto thee, and to 
greet thee with the embraces of the power of an 
endless life ; where our faith stands, and unity 
is felt with the saints for ever. Well, my dear 
friend, let us live in the pure council of the 
Lord, and dwell in hissrtength; which gives us 
power, and sufficiency to endure all things, for 
his name's sake; and then our crown and re- 
ward will be witli the Lord for ever ; and the 
blessingsof his heavenly kingdom will be our 
portion. Oh, dear heart, let us give up all free- 
ly into the will of God, that God may be glori* 
fied by us, and we comforted together in the 
Lord Jesus ; which is the desire of my soul, who 
ani thy dear and loving friend in the eternal 
Uuth. 

Thomas Loe. 

We are more than forty here, which siif. 
fer innocently, for the testnnony of a good 
conscience, because we cannot swear, and 
break Christ's commands ; and we are all well, 
and the blessings and presence of God is with 
us. Friends here salute thee. Farewell. 

The power and the wisdom of the Lord 
God be with thee, amen. 
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Greatly was tny spirits refreshed, and my 
heart gladed, at the reading of this consolating 
letter from my friend ; and my soul blessed 
the Lord for his love, and tender goodness to 
me, in moving his servant to write thus un. 
to me. 

But I had cause soon after to double, and 
redouble my thankful acknowledgement to the 
Lord my God, who put it into the heart of my 
dear friend Isaac Penington, also, to visit me 
with some encouraging lines, from Alesbury* 
gaol, where he was then a prisoner ; and from 
whence, having heard that I was carried pri- 
soner to Oxford, he thus saluted me. 

Deah Thomas, 

Great hath been thcLord's goodness to thee, 
in calling thee out of that path of vanity and 
death, wherein thou wast running towards de- 
struction, to give thee a living name, and an 
inheritance of life among his people ; which 
certainly vtJll be the end of thy faith in him, and 
obedience to him. And let it not be a light 
thuig in thine eyes, that he now accounteth 
thee worthy to suffer among his choice lambs, 
that He might make thy crown weightier, and 
thy inheritance the fuller. O that, that eye 
and heart may be kept open in thee, which 
knowcth the value of these things ! And that 
thou mayest be kept close to the feeling of the 
life, that thou mayest be fresh in thy spirit in 
the midst of thy suffering , and mayest reap 
the benefit of them ; finding that pared off 
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thereby, which hindereth the bubblings of the 
everlasting springs, and maketh unfit for 
the breaking; forth, and enjoyment of the pure 
power! This is the brief salutation of my 
dear love to thee, which desireth thy strength 
and settlement in the power ; and the utter 
weakening of thee as to self. My dear love is 
to thee, with dear Thomas Goudyare, and the 
rest of imprisoned friends. 

I remain thine in the truth, to which the 
Lord my God preserve me single and 
faithful. 

I. P. 



1661. Though these epistolary visits in the 
love of God, were very comfortable and con- 
firming to me, and my heart was thankful to 
the Lord for them, yet 1 honed after per, 
sonal conversation with friendti ; and it was 
hard, I thought, that there should be so many 
faithful servants of God so near me, yet I 
should not be permitted to come at them, to 
enjoy their company, and reap both the plea- 
sure and benefit of their sweet society. 

For although my marshal-keeper was very 
kind to me, and allowed me the liberty of his 
house, yet he was not willing I should be seen 
abroad ; the rather perhaps, because he under- 
stood I had been pretty well known in that 
city. Yet once the friendly baker got him to 
let me step over to his house ; and once, and 
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but once, I prevailed' with him to let tne visit 
my friends in the castle, but it was with these 
conditions, that I should not go forth fill it 
was dark ; that I would muffle myself up 
in my cloatc ; and that I would not stay out 
late. All which I punctually observed. 

When I came thither, though there were 
many friends prisoners, I scarce knew one of 
them by face, except Thomas Loe ; whom I 
had once seen at Isaac Penington's ; nor did 
any of them know me, thougl\_they had gene- 
rally heard, that such a young man as J, was 
convinced of the truth, and come among 
Friends. 

Our salutation to each other was very grave 
and solemn ; nor did we entertain one another 
with much talk, or with common discourses ; 
but most of the little time I had with them, 
was spent in a silent retiredneas of spirit, wait- 
ing upon the Lord. Yet before we parted, 
we imparted one to another soihe of the e:&er' 
cisea we had gone through ; and they seeming 
willing to understand the ground and man- 
ner of my commitment, I gave them a brief 
account thereof; letting Thomas Loe more 
particularly know, that I had directed a 
letter to him, which having • fallen into the. 
hand of the lord.lieutenant, was, so far as I 
could learn, the immediate cause of my being 
taken up. 

Having staid with them as ItHig as my limit- 
ed time would permit, which I thought was 
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but very shwt, that I might keep touch with 
my keeper, and come home in due time, I 
took-leave of my friend* there, and with mu- 
tual embraces parting, returned to my (in some 
sense more easy, but in others less easy) 
prison, where, after this, I sUid not long, bc- 
Ibre I was bought back to my father's house. 

For after my father was come home, who, 
as I observed before was from home ivhen I 
was taken, he applied himself to those justices 
that had committed me, and not having dis- 
obliged them when he was hi office, easily ob- 
tained leave to have me sent home ; which be- 
tween him and them was thus contrived. 

There was about this time a general muster 
and training of the militia forces at Oxford : 
whither, on that occasion came the lord-lieu- 
tenant, and the deputy-lieutenants of the coun- 
ty ; of which number they who committed me 
were two. 

When'they had been awhile together, and 
the marshal with them, he stept suddenly in, 
and in haste told me I must get ready quickly 
to go out of town ; and that a soldier would 
come by and by to go with me. This said, 
he hastened to them again; -not giving me 
any intimation how I was to go, or whither. 

I needed not much time to get ready in ; 
but 1 was uneasy in thinking what the Friends 
of the town would think of this my sudden, 
and private removal ; and I feared, lest any 
report should be raised, that I had purchased 
my liberty by an unfaithful compliance. — 
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Wherefore, I was in care how to speak with 
some friend about it ; and that friendly baker, 
whose wife weis a Friend, living on the other 
side of the street, at a little distance ; I went 
out at a back door, intending to step over the 
way to their house, and return immediately. 

It so fell out, tlmt some of the lieutenants 
of whom esquire Clark, who committed me 
was one, were stiindintr in a balcony at a ^reat 
inn or tavern, just over the place were I was 
to go by, and he espying me, called out to 
the soldiers, who stood thick below iti the 
street, to stop me. They being generally gen- 
llemen's servants, and many of them knowing 
me, did civilly forbearto lay hold on me, but 
calling modestly after me, said, Stay, sir, stay ; 
pray come back. I heard, but was not willing 
to hear ; therefore rather mended my pace, that 
I might have got wiihin the door. But Jie 
calling earnestly after me, and charging them 
to stop me, some of them were fain to run ; 
and laying hold on me, before I coukl open 
the door, brought me back to my place again. 

Being thus disappointed, I took a pen and 
ink, and wrote a few lines ; which I sealed op 
and gave to the apprentice in the shop, who 
had carried himself handsomely to me, and 
desired him to deliver it to that Friend, who 
was their neighbour, which he promised t» 
do. 

By the time I had done this, came the sol. 
dier that was appointed to conduct me out of 
town. I knew the man, for he lived within a 
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mile of me, being, through poverty, reduced 
to keep an ale-house ; but be had lived in bet< 
ter fiishtdn, having kept an innat Thame ; and 
by that means knew \\ovf to behave himself 
civilly, and did so to me. 

He told me he n'as ordered to wait on me 
to Whately ; and to tarry there at such an inn, 
till esquire Clark came thither, who would 
then take me home with him in his coach. 
Accoidingly to Whately we walked, which is 
from Oxford some four or hve miles; and long 
we bad not been there, before Clark and a 
great company of rude men came in. 

He alighted, and stayed awhile to eat and 
drink, though he came but from Oxford, and 
iuvited me to eat with him; but I, though I 
had need enough, refused it ; for indeed their 
conversation was a burthen to my life, and 
made me often tliink of and pity good Lot. 

He seemed at that time to be in a sort of 
mixed. temper, between pleasantness and sour- 
ness. He would sometimes joke, which was 
natural to him, and cast out a jesting flirt at 
me ; but he would rail maliciously against the 
Quakers. If, said he to me, the king would 
authorize -me to do it, I would not leave a 
Quaker alive in England, ■ except you. I 
would make no more, added he, to set my 
pistol to their ears, and shoot them through 
the head, than I would to kill a dog. I told 
him, I was sorry he. had so ill an opiniwi of 
the Quakers, but! was g^ he had no «au3fi 
I 2 
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for it; and I hoped he would be of a better 
mind. 

I had in my hand a little walking-stick, with 
a head on it; which he commended, and took 
out of my hand to look on itt but I saw his 
intention was to search it, whether it had a 
tuck in it ; for he tried to have drawn the 
head ; but when he found it was fast, he re< 
turned it to me. 

He told me I should ride with him to his 
house in his coach ; which was nothing plea- 
• sant to me, for I had rather have gone on 
foot, as bad as the ways were, that I might 
have been out of his company. Wherefore, I 
took no notice of any kindness in the offer, 
but only answered, I was at his disposal, not 
mine own. 

But when we were ready to go, the mar- 
shal came to me and told me, if I pleased I 
should ride his horse, and he would go in the 
coach with Mr. Clark. I was glad of the olla', 
and only told him he should take out Ms pis< 
tols then, for I would not ride with them. 
He took them out, and laid them in the coach 
by him, and away we went. 

It was a very fine'beast that I was set on ; 
by much the best in the company. But though 
she was very tall, yet the ways being very 
foul, 1 found it needful as soon as I was out 
of town, to alight and take up the stirrups. 
Meanwhile, they driving hard on, I was so 
&r behind, that being at length missed by the 
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ctanpafiy, a soldier was sent back to look -af- 
ter me. 

As soon as I had fitted tny stirrups, and 
was remounted, I gave the rein to my mare, 
which being courageous and nimble, and im- 
patient of delay. mu(Je great speed to recover 
the company. And in a narrow passage, 
the soldier, (who was my barber that bad 
fetched me from home} and I met upon so 
brisk a gallop, that we had enough to do on 
either si^, to take up our horses and avoid 
a brush. 

When we were come to WestMi, where 
esquire Clark lived, he took the marshal, and 
some others with him into the parlour ; but I 
was left in the hall, to be exposed a second 
time for the family to gaze on. 

At length himself came out to me, leading in 
his hand a beloved daughter of his, a young 
wotnan of about eighteen years of age ; who 
wanted nothing to have made her comely, but 
gravity. An aii7 piece she was, and very 
merry she- made herself at, me. 

This was ^t by candle light. And when 
they had made themselves as much sport with 
me as they would, the marshal took his leave 
of them; and mounting me on a horse of 
Clark's, had me home to my father's that 
night. 

Next morning, before the marshal went 
away, my father and he consulted together 
how to entangle me. I felt there were snares 
laid, but I did not know in what manner, or 
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to- what end, till the marshal was ready .to ^; 
and then, .coming where I was to take his 
leave of me, he desired me to lake notice, that 
although he had brought me home to my fa< 
ther's house again, yet I was not discharged 
from my imprisonment, but was his prisoQer 
still ; and that he had committed me to the 
care of my father, to see me forth-coming 
whenever I should be called for. And thtre- 
fore he expected I should in all things observe 
my father's orders ; and not go 3t any tiime 
from the house without his leave. 

Now I plainly saw the snare, and to what- 
end it was laid. And I asked him if this device 
was not contrived to keep me from going to 
meetings. He said, I must not go to meet- 
ings. Whereupcm I desired him to take no- 
tice, that I would not own myself a prisoner 
to any man wliile I continued here. That if 
he had power to detain me prisoner, he might 
take me back again with him if he would, and I 
should not refuse to go- with him. But I bid 
him assure himself, that while I was at home, 
I would take my liberty both to go to meet- 
ings and to visit Friends. He smiled and 
said, if I would be resolute he could not help 
it ; and so took his leave of me. 

By this I perceived that the plot was of my 
father's laying, to have brought me under 
such an engagement, as should have tied me 
from going to meetings ; and thereupon lex- 
peeted I should have a new csercise from bsv 
father. 
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It was the constant manner of my father, to 
have all the kejs of the out-doors of his house, 
which were four, and those iinkwJ upon a 
chain, brought up into his chamber every 
night, and letched out from thence in the 
morning; so that -none could come in or go 
out in the night without his knowledge. 

I knowing this, suspected that if I got not 
oui before my father came down, I should lie 
stopped from going out at all that day. Where- 
fore, the passage from my chamber lying by 
his chamber door, I uent down softly with- 
out my shoes, and as soon as the mtiid had 
opened the door, 1 went out, though too early, 
and walked towards the meeting at Meadle, 
four long mites off. 

I expected to have l)een talked with about 
it wh«i I came home, but heard nothing of it, 
myfather resolving to watch me better next 
time. 

This 1 was aware of, and therefore, on the 
next first-day I got up early, went down 
softly, and hid myself in a back room, before 
the maid was stirring. 

When she was up, she went into my fa- 
ther's chamber for the keys; but he bid her 
leave thera till he was up, and he would bring 
them down himself, which he did, and tarried 
in the kitchen, through which he expected I 
would go. 

■ The manner was, that when the commoiv 
doors were opened, the keys were hung upon 
a pin in the hall. While therefore jny fadier 
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staid in tlic kitchen, expecting my coming, 
I stepping gently out of the room where, I 
wfts, reached the keys, and opening another 
door, not often used, shpped out, and so got 
away. 

I thought I had gone off undiscovered. 
But whether my father saw me tlirough a win- ' 
dow, or by what other means he knew of my 
going, I know not, but I had gone but a little 
way, before I saw him coming after me. 

The Sight of him put me to a stand in my 
mind, whether I should go on or stop. Had it 
been in any other case, than that of going to a 
meeting, I could not in any wise have gone a 
step further. But I considered that the intent (^ 
myfather'sendeavouringtostop me, wastohin- 
der me from obeying the caU of my heavenly 
Faihet, and to stop me from going to worship 
him in the assembly of his people; upon'this 
I found it my duty to go on, and observing 
that my father gained ground up<Hi me, I some- 
what mended my pace. 

This he observing, mended his pace also, 
and at length ran. Whereupon I ran also, and 
a fair course we had, through a large meadow 
of his, which lay behind his house and out of 
sight of the town. He was not, I suppose, 
then above fifty years of age, and being light 
of body, and nimble of foot, he held me to it 
for a while. But afterwards slacking his pace 
.to take breath, and observing that I had gotten 
ground of him, he turned back and went home, 
and, as I afterwards understood, telling my.i 
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sisters hotvl had served him, he said, Nay, if 
he will take so much pains to go, let him go, 
if he will. And from that time forward he 
never attempted to stop me, but left me to 
my liberty to go when and whither I would, 
yet kept me at the usual distance, avoiding the 
sight of me as much as he could, as not able 
to bear the sight of my hat on, nor willing to 
contend with me again about it. 

Nor was it long after this before I was left 
not only to myself, but in a manner by myself. 
For the time appointed for the coronation of 
the king, which was the twenty-third of the 
setfond month, (called April) drawingon, my 
father, taking my two sisters with him, went 
up to London sometime before, that they 
might be there in readiness, and put them- 
selves into a condition to see that, so great a 
a solemnity, leaving no body in the housebut 
myself and a couple of servants. And though 
this was intended only for a visit on th&t oc 
casion, yet it proved the breaking of the fami- 
ly; for he bestowed both his daughters there 
inmarrisge, and took lodgings for himself; so 
that afterwards they never returned to settle at 
Crowell. 

Reing now at liberty, I walked over to 
Alesbury, with some other Friends, to visit 
my dear friend Isaac Penington, who was still 
a prisoner there. With him I found dear 
John Whitehead, and between sixty and seven- 
ty more; being well nigh all the men Friends 
that were then in the county of Bucks ; many 
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of them were taken out of their houses by 
armed men, and sent to prison as I had beei?, 
for refusing to swear. Most of these were 
thrust into an old room, behind the gaol, 
tvhich had anciently been a malt-house, but 
was now so decayed, that it was scarce fit for 
a dog-house. And so open it lay, that the 
. prisoners might have gone out at pleasure. 
But these were purposely put there, in confi- 
dence that they would not go out, that there 
might be room in the prison for others of other 
professions and names, whom the gaoler did 
not trust there. 

While this imprisonment lasted, (which was 
for some months) I went afterwards thither 
sometimes, to visit my suffering brethren ; 
.tnd because it was a pretty long way, (some 
eight or nine long miles) too far to be walked 
forward and backward in one day, I sometimes 
staid a day or two there, and lay in the malt- 
house among my friends, with whom I delight- 
ed to be. 

After this imprisonment was over, I went 
sometimes to Isaac Penington's house at 
Chalfont, to visit that family and the Friends 
thereabouts. There was then a meeting, for 
the most part, twice a week in his house ; but 
one first-day in four there was a more general 
meeting, which was thence called the month- 
ly meeting, to which resorted most of the 
Friends of other adjacent meetings; and to (hat 
I usually went, and sometimes made some 
stay there. 
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H«re I came acquainted with a -Friend of 
Loodon, whose name was Richard Greenawajr, 
by trade a taUor, a very honest man, and 
otic who had received a gift for the miiiis- 
try. 

He, having been formerly in other profes- 
sions of religion, had then been acquainted 
with one John Ovy of Watlington, in Oxford- 
shire, a man of some note among the profes- 
sors there, and understanding upon enquiry, 
that I knew him, he had some discourse with 
me about him. The result thereof li-zs, that 
he, having an intention then shortly to visit 
some meetings of Friends in this county, and 
the adjoining parts of Oxfordshire and Berk- 
shire, invited me to meet him (upon notice 
given) and to bear him company in that jour> 
ney, and in the way bring him to John Ovy's 
bouse,- with whom I was well acquainted -, 
which I did. 

We were kindly received, the man and his 
wife being very glad to see both their oUl friend 
Richard Greenaway, and me also ; whom they 
had been very well acquainted with formerly, 
but had never seen me since I was a Quaker. 

Here we tarried that night, and in the even- 
ing had a little meeting there, with some few 
of John Ovy's people, amongst whom Richard 
Greenaway declared the truth, which they 
attentively heard, and did not oppose, which 
at that time of day we reckoned was pretty well, 
.for many were apt to cavil. 
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This visit g»ve John Ovy an opportunity to 
enquire of me after Isaac Penington, wboap 
writings (those which he had written before 
he came among Friends) he had read, and had 
a great esteem of; and he expressed a desire 
to see him, that he might have some discourse 
with him, if he knew how. Whereupcm I 
told him, that if he would take the pains to 
go to his house, I would bear him company 
4hither, introduce him, and engage he should 
have a kind reception. 

This pleased him much, and he embradng 
the offer, I undertook to give him notice of a 
suitable time, which, (aflcr I had gone, this Ut- 
tie journey with my friend Richard Greeoa- 
way, and was returned] I did, making choice of 
the monthly meeting to go to. 

We met by appointment at Stoken church, 
with our staves in our hands, like a. couple (^ 
pilgrims, intending to walk on foot; and hav- 
ing taken some refreshment and rest at Wic- 
comb, went on cheerfully in the afternoon, 
entertaining each other with grave and reli- 
gious discourse, which made the walk the eau.- 
er, and so reached thither in good time, on the 
seventh-day of the week. 

I gave my friends an account who this per- 
son was, whom I had brought to visit them, 
and the ground of his visit. He had been a 
professor of religion from his childhood to 
his old age ; for he was now both gray-headed 
and elderly, and was a teacher at this time, 
ai:d had long been so, amongst a people 
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whether Independents .or Baptists, I do not 
well remember. And so well thought of he 
was, for Ws zeal and honesty, that in those 
late professing times, he was thrust into the 
commission of the peace, and thereby lifted 
up upon ihe bench, which neither became 
him, nor he it. For he wanted indeed most 
of the qualifications requisite for a justice of 
the peace ; an estate to defray the charges of 
the office, and to bear him up in a course of 
living above contempt, a competent know- 
ledge in the laws, and a presence of mind or 
body, or both, to keep offenders in some awe; 
in all which he was deficient. For he was 
but a ffell-monger by trade, accustomed to ride 
upon his pack of skins, and had very little e&< 
tate, as little knowledge in the law, and of but 
B mean presence and appearance to took on. 
But as my father, I suppose, was the means 
of getting him put into the commission, so 
he, I know, did what he could to counte- 
nance htm in it, and help htm through it 
at every turn, till that turn came, at the 
king's return, which turned them both out 
together. 

My friends received me in affectionate kind- 
ness, and my companion with courteous civili- 
ty. The evening was spent in common but 
grave conversalion ; for it was not a proper 
seasoh for private discourse, both as we wefe 
somewhat weary with our walk, and there 
were other companies of Friends come into the 
fomily, to be at Uie meeting next day. 
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But in the morning I took John Ory into 
a private walk, in a pleasant grove near the 
house, whither Isaac Penington came to ns ; 
and there, in discourse, both answered all bis 
questions, objections and doubts, and open- 
ed to him the principles of truth, both to his 
admiration and present satisfaction. Which 
done, ive_ went in to take some refreshment 
before the meeting began. 

Of those Friends who were come over night, 
in order to be at the meeting, there were 
Isaac's brother, William Penington, a mer- 
chant of London, and with him a Friend- whose 
name I have forgotten, a grocer of Colchester 
in Essex ; and there was also our Friend 
George Whitehead, whom I had not that I re- 
member seen before. 

The nation had been in a ferment, ever 
since that mad action of the frantic Fifth-Mon- 
archy men, and was not yet settled ; but storms 
like thunder-showers flew here- and there by 
coast, so that we could not promise ourselves 
any safety or quiet in our meetings. And 
though they had escaped disturbance for 
some little time before, yet so it fell out, that 
s party of horse were appointed to come and 
break up the meeting that day, though we 
knew nothing of it till tfe heard and saw 
them. 

' The meeting was scarce fully gathered 
when they came. But we that were in the 
femily, and many others were settled in it, in ! 
great peace' and stillness ; whea oa a sudden the 
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prancing of the hoi:$es gare notice that light- 
qing waa at hand. 

We. all sat still in our places, except mj; 
companion John Ovy, who sat next to me. 
Btf t be being of a prt^essipn that approved Fe- 
ter's.advice to his Lord, to save himselfj soon 
took the alarm ; and with the nimbleness of a 
stripling, cutting a caper over the forni that 
stood before him, ran quickly out at a private 
door (which he had before obberved) which led 
through the parlour into the gardens, and from 
thence into, an orchard ; where he hid himself 
in a pliice so obscure, and withal so conveni* 
ent for his intelligence by observation of what 
passed, that no one of the family could easily 
nave fguud-a likelier. 

By that time he was got into his burrow, 
came the soldiers in, being" a party of the 
county troop, commanded by Matthew Arch- 
<^C^ of Wiccomb. He behaved himaelf civilly, 
^d said he was commanded to break up the 
nKeting, and carry the men before a justice of 
the peace ; but he said he would not take all ; 
f nd thereupon began to pick and choose, chie^y 
^his eye guided him, for I suppose he knevir 
very fcvv. 

He took Isaac Penington and liis brother, 
George Whitehead, and the friend of Colchesr 
ter and me, with three or four more of the 
country, who belonged to t^t jn^eting. . 

He was not fond of the work, and that made 
him t^e no. more.' But he.n^ubt take ^oii^ej 
be said, ^(^.bid ^s provide tp .go with him 
k2 ' 
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b^fcMV Sir William BoyerofDenhatn, who was 
a justice of the peace. Isaac Peningtoii being 
but weakly, rode; but the rest of us wallted 
thither, it being about four miles. 

When we came there, the justice carried 
himself civilly to us all ; courteously to Isaac 
Penington, as being a gentleman of his ne)gh> 
bourhood ; and there was nothing charged 
against us, but that we were met together with- 
out word or deed. Yet this being contrary to 
' a late proclamation, given forth upon the ri- 
sing of tlie FifthrMonarchy-men, whereby all 
dissenters* meetings were forbidden the justice 
could do no less than take notice of us. 

Wherefore he examined all of us, whom he 
did not personally know, asking our names, 
and the places of our respective habitatioBs. 
But when he had them, and considered from 
what distant parts of the nation we came, he 
was amazed. For G. Whitehead was of West- 
moreland, in the north of England; the grotxr 
was of Essex; I was of Oxfordshire ; and W. 
Penington was of London. 

Hereupon he told us, that our cases looked 
ill, and he was sorry for it; for how, said he, can 
it be imagined that so many eould jump alto- 
gether at one time and one place, from such re- 
mote quarters and parts of the kingdom, if it 
was nut by combination and appointment. 

He was answered, that we were so far from 
coming thither by agreement or appointment, 
that none of us knew of the others coming ; 
and for the- most of us, we had never seea 
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<Mie another before, and that therefore he 
might impute it to chance, or, if he pleased, to 
Providence. 

He urged upon us, that an insurrection had 
been lately made by armeil men, who pre- 
tended to be more religious than others; that 
tbat insurrection had been plotted and contrived 
in their meeting-house, where they assembled 
under colour of worshipping God; that in their 
meeting-house they hid their arms, and arm- 
ed themselves ; and out pf their meeting-house 
issued'forth in arms, and killed many, so that 
the government could not be safe, unless such 
meetings were suppressed. 

We replied, we hoped he ivould distinguish 
and makeadifference between the guilty and the 
innocent, and between those who were prin- 
cipled for fighting, and those who were princi- 
pled against it, which we were, and had been 
always known to be so. That our meetings 
.were public, our doors standing open to all 
comers of all ages, sexes and persuasions, 
men, women and children, and those that 
were not o£ our religion, as well as those that 
were; and that it was next to madness, for 
people to plot in such meetings. 

He told us we must find sureties for ouf 
good behaviour, and to answer our contempt of 
the king's proclamation, at the next general 
garter- sessions, or else he must commit us. 

We told him, that knowmg our innocency, 
and that we had not misbehaved ourselves, nor 
did meet in contempt of the king's authority, 
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but purely in obedience to the Lord's requir- 

ings, to worbhip him; which we held ourselves 
in duty bound to do: we could not consent to 
be bound, for that would imply guilt, which we 
were free from. 

Then, said he, I must commityou; andor- 
dered his clerk to make a mittimus. And di> 
vers niittimusses were made, but none of them 
would hold ; for still, when they came to be 
read, we found such flaws in them, as made 
him throw them aside, and write more. 

He had his eye often upon me ; for I was a 
young man, and had at that time a black suit 
on. ' At length he bid me follow him, and wen^ 
into a private room, and shut the door upon 
me. 

1 knew not what he meant by this ; but I 
cryed in spirit to the Lord, that he would be 
pleased to be a mouth and wisdom to me, and 
keep me from being entangled in any snare. 

He asked me many questions, concerning 
my birth, my education, my acquaintance ia 
Oxfordshire; particularly what men of note t 
Jtnew there. To all which I gave him brief, 
but plain and true answers ; naming several 
families of the best rank, in that part of the 
country where I dwelt. 

He asked me how long I had been of this 
way, and how I came to be of it; which when I 
had given him son>e account of, he begiin to 
persuade me to leave it, and return to the right 
Way, the church, 3s he called it. I desired him 
to spare his pains iq that respect, an^ forbear 
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any discourse of that kind; forthat I was fully 
satisfied the way I was in was the right way ; 
and hoped the Lord would so preserve me in it, 
that nothing should be able to draw, or drive 
meout of it. He seemed not pleased with that; 
and thereupon went out to the rest of the com- 
pany, aiid I followed him, glad in my heart 
that I had escaped so well, and praising God 
formy deliverance. 

When he had taken his seat again, at the 
upper end of a fair hall, he told us he was not 
willing to take the utmost rigour of the law 
against us, but would be as favourable to us as 
he could. And therefore he would discharge, 
he said, Mr. Penington himself, because he 
was but at home in his own house. And he 
would discharge Mr. Penington of London, 
because he come but as a relation, to visit his 
brother. And lie would discharge the grocer 
of Colchester, because he came to bear Mr. 
Penington of London company, and to be ac- 
quainted with Mr. Isaac Penington, whom he 
had never seen before. And as for those others 
of us, who were of this country, he would 
discharge them for the present at least, be- 
cause they being his neighbours, he could 
send for them when he would. But as for 
you, said he to George Whitehead and me, 
I can see no business you had there, and there- 
fore I intend to hold you to it, either to give 
bail or go to gaol. 

We told him we could not give bail ; then 
said he, you must go to gaol, and thereupon 
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he began to WTite our mittimus, which puz- 
zled him again. For he had discharged sa 
man)- , tliat he was at a loss what to lay, as the 
ground of our commitment, whose case dif- 
iisred nothing in reality from theirs whom he 
had discharged. 

. At length, having made divers draughts, 
which still G. Whitehead shewed him the de- 
fects of, he seemed to be weary of us, and ris- 
ing up, said unto us, I consider that it is grown 
late in the day, so that the officer cannot carry 
you to Alesbury to night, and I suppose you 
will be willing to go back with Mr. Penington; 
therefore, if you will promise to be forth-com- 
ing at his house to-morrow morning, I will 
dismiss you for the present, and you shall hear 
from me again to-morrow. 

We told htm we did intend, if he did not 
Otherwise dispose of us, to spend that nigirt 
with our friend Isaac Penington, and would, 
if the Lord gave us leave, be there in the 
morning, ready to answer his requirings. 
Whereupon he dismissed us all, willing, as 
we thought, to be rid of us, for he seemed not 
to be of an ill-temper, nor desirous to put us to 
trouble, if he could help it. 

Back then we went to Isaac Penington's. 
But when we were come thither, O, the work 
we had with poor John Ovy ! He was so de- 
jected in mind, so covered with shame and 
confusion of face, for his cowardliness, that we 
had enough to do to pacifv him towards him- 
self. 
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The place he had found out to shelter him* 
self in,' was so comm odiously contriyed, that 
undiscovered he could discern when the sol- 
diers went off with us, and -understand when 
the bustle was over, and the coast clear. 
Whereupon he adventured to peep out of his 
hole, and in a while drew near, by degrees^ 
to the house again, and Qnding all things quiet 
and still, head ventured to step within the 
doors, and found the Friends who were left be- 
hind, peaceably settled in the meeting again. 

The sight of this smote him, and made him- 
sit down among them. And after the meeting 
was ended, and the Friends (kparted to their 
several homes; addressing himself to Mary 
pcnington, as the mistress of the housCj he 
could not enough magnify the bravery and 
Bourage of the friends ; nor sufficiently debase 
bimself. He told her Uow long be had been a 
tH'ofessor, 'what pains he had taken, what ha- 
aards he had run, in his youthful days, to get 
to meetings ; how, when the ways were fore- - 
iaid, and passages stopped, he swam through 
rivers to reach a meeting ; and now, said he, 
tliat I am grown old in the professions of re- 
ligion, and have long been an instructor and 
encourager of others; that I should thus shame- 
fully fall short myself, js matter of sliame and 
sorrow to me. 

Thus he bewailed himself ■ to her ; and 
when we came back, he reneivfd complaints 
of himself to us, with high aggravations of 
his own cowardice : which gave occasion Iq 
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some of the Friends^ tenderly to represent to 
him the difTcrence between proressidn and 
possession, form and power. 

He was glad, he said on our behalf, that we 
came off so well, and escaped imprisonment. 

But when he understood that G. Whitehead 
and I were liable to an after-reckoning next 
morning, he was troubled ; and wished the 
morning was come, and gone, that we might 
be gone with it. 

We spent the evening in grave conversa- 
tion, and in religious discourses ; attributing 
the deliverance we hitherto had, to the Lord. 
And the next morning when we were up, and 
had eaten, we tarried some time to see what 
the justice would do' further with us; and (o 
discharge our engagement to him ; the rest of 
the Friends, who were before fully discharged, 
tarrying also with us, to see the event. 

And when we had staid so long, that on all 
hands it was concluded we might safely go, 
■ G. Whitehead and I left a kw words in wt'u 
ting to be sent to the justice, if he sent after us, 
importing that we had tarried till such an hour; 
and not hearing from him, did now hold our- 
selves free to depart; yet so, as that, if he i 
should have occasion to send for us again, upoa I 
notice thereof, we would return. 

This done, we took our leave of the family, 
and one of another; they who were for London, 
.taking horsey and I and my companion, set- 
ting forth on foot for Oxfordshire, went to 
Wiccomb ; where we made a short stay, to 
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rest and refresh ourselves, and from thence 
reached our respective homes that night. 

After I had spent some time at home, 
where, as I had no restraint, so (my sisters be- 
ing gone) I had now no society ; I walked up 
to Chalfont again, and spent a few days with 
my friends there. 

As soon as I came in, I was told, that my fa- 
ther had been there that day, to see I. P^nington 
and his^ife ; but they being abroad at a meeting, 
he returned to his inn in the town, where he in- 
tended to lodge that night. After supper, Mary 
Penington told me she had a mind to go and see 
him at his inn, (the woman of the house being 
a friend of ours) and I went with her. He 
seemed somewhat surprised to see me there, 
because he thought I had been at home at his 
house ; but he took no notice of my hat, at least 
shewed no offence at it ; for, as I afterwards 
understood, he had now an intention to sell 
his estate, and thought he should need my 
concurrence therein j which made him now 
hold it necessary to admit me again into some 
degree of favour. After we had tarried some 
little time with him, she rising up to begone, he 
Waited on her home ; and having spent about 
an hour with us in the family, I waited on him 
back to his inn. On th^way, he invited me 
to come up to London, to see my sisters, the 
younger of whom was then newly married, 
and directed me where to find them, and also 
gave me money to defray my charges. Aq- 
cordingly I went ; yet staid not long there. 
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but 'returned to my friend Isaac Penington's, 
where I made a little stay ; and from theoce 
went back toCrowell. 

When I was ready to set forth, my iriend 
Isaac Penington was so kind as to send a ser- 
vant, with a brace of geldings, tocarry me as far 
as I thought lit to ride, and to bring the horses 
back. I intending to go no farther that day 
than to'Wiccomb, rode no farther than to Be- 
consfieldlowns-end; having then but five miles 
to walk. But here a new exercise befel me, 
the manner of which was thus. 

Before I had walked to the middle t^ the 
toivn, I was stopped and taken up by the watch, 
I asked the watchman what authority he had 
to stop me, travelling peaceably on the high- 
way. He told me he would shew me his au- 
thority ; and in order thereunto, had me into 
an house hard by, where dwelt a scrivener, 
whose name was Pepys. To him he gave the 
order which he had received from the constat 
bles ; which directed him to take up all rogues, 
vagabonds and sturdy beggars. I asked hira 
for which of these he stopped me ; but he 
could not answer me, 

I thereupon informed him, what a rogue la 
law is, viz. one who for some notorious offence 
was burnt on the shoulder ; and I told them 
■they might search me if they pleased, and see 
if 1 was so branded. A vagabond, I told them, 
was one that had no dwelling house nor cert^n 
place of abode, but I had, and was going to it; 
and I told them where it was. And for a beg- 
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gar, I bid them bring any one that could say 
I had begged or asked relief. 

This stopped the fellow's mouth, yet he 
would not let me go, but being both weak- 
headed and strong-willed, he left me there with 
the scrivener, and went out to seek the consta- 
ble ; and havingfound him, brought him thi> 
ther. He was a young man, by trade a tanner, 
somewhat Ijetter mannered than his wardsman, 
but not of much better judgment* - 

He took me with him to his house. And 
having settled me there, went out to take 
advice, as I supposed, what to do with me ; 
leaving; no body in the house to guard me, 
but his wife, who Iiad a young child in her 
arms. 

She enquired of me upon what account I 
Was taken up ; and seeming to have some pity 
for me, endeavoured to persuade me not to 
stay, but to go my way, offering to shew me a 
back way from their house, which would bring 
me into the road again beyond the town ; so tlmt 
none of the town should see mc, or know whit 
was become of me. But I told her I could 
not do so. 

Then having sat a while in a muse, she ask- 
ed me, if there was not a place of scripture 
which said, Peter was at a tanner's house : I 
told her there was such a scripture, and direct- 
ed her where to find it. 

Affer some time, she laid her child to sleep 
in the cradle, and stepped out on a sudden, but 
came not in again in a pretty while. 
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I was uneasy that I was left alone in the 
house; fearing lest, if any thing should be 
missing, I might, be suspected to havd taken 
it: yet I durst not go out to stand in the 
filreet, lest it should be thought I intended to 
slip away. 

fiitt besides that, I soon found work to 
employ myself in ; for the child quickly wak- 
ing, fell to crying; and I 'was fein to rock the 
cradle in m^ own defence, that I might not 
be annoyed with a noise, to me not more un- 
pleasant than unusual. At length the woman 
came in again ; and finding me nursing the 
child, gave me many thanks, and seemed well 
pleased with my company. 

When night came on, the constable himself 
came in again, and told me some of the chief 
of the town were met together, to consider 
what was fit to do with me ; and that I must 
go with him to them. I went, and he brought 
nie to a little nasty hut, which they called a 
town-house, adjoining to their mavicet- house, 
ip'whtch dwelt a poor old woman, whom they 
Called mother Grime ; where also the watch 
used by turns to come in and warm themselves 
in the night. 

When I came in amoKg them, some of 
them looked somewhat sourly on me, and 
asked me some impertinent questions, to 
which I gave them suitable answers. 

Then they consulted one with another, bow 
they should dispose of me that night, till*they 
could have me before some justice of peace 
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to b« examined. 'Some proposed that I shoald 
be had to some inn, or other pobiic house, 
and a guard set on me there. He that started 
this was probably an inn-keeper, and consult- 
ed his own interest. Others objected against 
this, that it would bring a charge on the town. 
To avoid which, they were for having the 
watch take charge of me, and keep me walk* 
ing about the streets with them till morning. 
Most voices seemed to go this way, till a third 
wished them to consider, whether they could 
answer the doing of that, and the law w<jiild 
bear them out in it; and this put them to a 
stand. I heard all their debates, but let them 
alone, and kept my -mind to the Lord. 

While they thus bandied the matter to and 
fro, one of the company asked the rest if any 
of them knew who this young man was, aitd 
whither he was going? Whereupon the con- 
stable (to whom I had given both my name, 
and the name of the town where I dwelt) told 
them my name was EUwood, and that I lived 
at a town called Crowell, in Oxfordshire. 

Old mother Grime, sitting by and hearing 
this, clapped her hand on her knee and cried 
out, I know Mr. EUwood of Crowell very well. 
For when I was a maid, I lived with his grandr 
fether there, when he was a young man. And 
thereupon she gave them such an account of 
my father, as made them look more regard- 
folly on me : and so mother Grime's testimony 
turned the scale, and took me off" from walk^ 
ing the rounds with the watch that night. 
L 2 
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The constable hereupon Md- them take no 
further care ; I should lie at his house that 
night; and accordingly took me home wtth 
him, where I had as good accommodation as 
the house did afford. Before I went lo bed, 
he told me there was to be a visitation, or 
spiritual court, as he called it, holden next 
day at Amersham, about four miles from Be- 
consfield, and that I was to be carried thither. 

This was a new thing to me, and it brought 
a fresh exercise upon my mind. But being 
given up in the will of God, to suffer what 
he should permit to be laid on me, I endea- 
voured to keep my mind quiet and still. 

In the morning, as soon as I was up, my spi- 
rit was exercised towards the Lord, in strong 
cries to him ; that he would stand by me» 
and preserve me, and not suffer me to be 
taken in the snare of the wicked. While I 
was thus crying to the Lord, the other con- 
stable came, and I was called down. 
. This was a budge fellofr, and talked high. 
He was a shoe-maker by trade, and his name 
was Clark. He threatened me with the spiri- 
tual court. But when he saw I did not re- 
gard it, he stopped, and left the matter to h^ 
partner, who pretended more kindness for 
me, and thereioTe went about to persuade 
Clark to let me go out at the back door, and 
so slip away* 

The plot, I suppose, was so laid, that Clark 
should seem averse, but at length yield, which 
he did ; but would have me take it for a fa< 
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vour. But I was so far from taking it so, that 
I wotild Dot take it at all ; but told them plain- 
ly, that as I came in at the fore-door, bo | 
would go out at the fore-door. When there- 
fore they .saw they could not bow me to their 
will, they brought me out at the fore-door into 
thp street, and wished me a good journey. Yet 
before I went, calling for the woman of the 
house, I paid her for my supper and lodging, 
for I hail now gotten a little money in my poc- 
ket again. 

After this, I got home, as L thought, very 
well ; but I had not been long at home, before 
an illness seized on me, which proved to be the 
small-pox. Of which, so -soon as Friends had 
notice, I had a nurse sent me ; and in a while, 
Isaac Penington, and his wife's daughter, Gu- 
lielma Maria Springett (to whom I had been 
play-fellovir in our infancy) came to visit me,; 
bringing with them our dear friend KdwaFd 
Burrough, by whose ministry I was called to 
the knowledge of the truth. 

It pleased the Lord to deal favourably with 
me in this illness, both inwardly and outward- 
ly. For his supporting presence was with me, 
which . kept my spirit near unto him, and 
though the distemper was strong upon me ; 
yet I was preserved through it," and my coun- 
teiance was not much altered by it. But after 
I was got up again, and while I kept my 
chamber, wanting some employment, for en- 
tertainment's sake, to spend the time with j 
and Uiere beiag at band a pretty good library 
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of books (amongst which were the works of 
Augustine, and others of those ancient writers, 
who were by many called the Fathers ;) I be- 
took myself to reading. And these books be- 
ing printed in the old black-letter, with ab- 
breviations of the words, difficult to be read. 
I spent too much time therein, and thereby 
much impaired my sight, which was not 
strong before, and was now weaker than usual» 
by reason of the illness I had so lately had ; 
which proved an injury to me afterwards ; for 
which reason I here mention it. 

After I was well enough to go abroad, with 
respect to my own health, and the safety of 
others, I went up in the beginning of the 
twelfth month, 1661, to my friend-Isaac Pen- 
ington's at Chalfont, and abode there some 
time, for the airing myself more fully, that I 
might be more fit for conversation. 

1662. I mentioned before, that when I was 
a boy, I had made some good progress in learn* 
ing ; and lost it all again before I came to be a 
man : Nor was I rightly sensible of my loss 
therein, until I came amongst the Quakers. But 
then I both saw my loss, and lamented it ; 
and applied myself with utmost diligence, at 
all leisure times, to recover it ; so false I found 
that charge to be, which in those times was 
cast as a reproach upon the Quakers^ that 
they despised and decried all human learning, 
because they denied it to be essentially neces- 
sary to a gospel ministry, which was one <^ 
the controversies of those times. 
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But though I toiled hard, and spared no 
pains to regain what once I had been master 
of, yet I found it a mattsr of so great diffi- 
culty, that I was ready to say as the noble eu- 
nuch to Philip in another case ; Hew can /, un- 
less I had some man to guide me ? 

This I had formerly complained of to my 
especial friend Isaac Penington, but now more 
earnestly ; which put him upon consider- 
ingj and contriviug a means for my assist- 
ance. ' 

He had an intimate acquaintance with Dr. 
Paget, a physician of note in London ; and he 
with John Milton, a gentleman of great note 
ibr learning, throughout the learned world, for 
the accurate pieces he had written on various 
subjects and occasions. 

This person having filled a public station 
in the former times, lived now a private and 
retired life in London ; and having wholly lost 
his sight, kept always a man to read to him ; 
which usually was the son of some gentleman 
of his acquaintance, whom in kindness he 
took to improve in his learning. 

Thus, by the mediaticm of my friend Isaac 
Penington with Dr. Paget, and of Dr. Paget 
with John Mihon, was 1 admitted to come to 
him ; not as a servant to him, which at that 
time he needed not ; nor to be in the house 
with him ; but only to have the liberty of 
coming to his house, at certain hours, when 
I would, and to read to him what books he 
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should appoint me ; which was all Ihe favour 
I .desired. 

But this being a matter which would re- 
quire some time to bring about, I, in the 
mean while, returned to my father's house ia 
Oxfordshire. 

I had before received direction, by letters 
from my eldest sister, written by my father's 
command, to put off what cattle he had left 
about his house, and to discharge his servants? 
which I had done at the time called Michaelm^ 
before. So that all 4hat VLrinter, when I was 
at home, I lived alone like an hermit, hav- 
ing a pretty large house, and nobody in \t 
but myself, at night especially ; bnt an el- 
derly woman, whose father had been an old 
servant to the family, came every morning, 
and made my bed ; and did what else I had 
occasion for her to do ; till I fell ill of the 
smalUpox, and then I had her with me, and 
the purse. But now, understanding by letter 
from my sister, that my father did not intend 
to return to settle there ; I made off those pro- 
visions which were in the house, that they 
might not be spoiled when I was gone ; and 
because they were what I should have spent, if 
I had tarried there, I took the money made 
of them to myself, for my support at Lon- 
don, if the project succeeded' for my gointg 
thither. 

This done, I committed the care of the 
house to a tenant of my father's, who lived in 
the town ; and taking my leave of CroweU, i 
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B'cnt up to my sure friend Isaac Penington 
a^in. Where understanding that the media- 
tion used for my admitunce xo John Milton,' 
had succeeded so well, that I might come when 
1 would, I hastened to London, and in the first 
place went to wait upon him. 

He received me courteously ; as well for the 
sake of Dr. Paget, who introduced me, as of 
Isaac Penmgton, who recommended mc ; to 
both whom he bore a good respect. And 
having enquired divers things of me, with re- 
spect to my former progress in learning ; he 
dismissed me, to provide myself with such ac- 
commodations, as might be most suitable to 
my future studies. 

I went therefore and took myself a lodging 
as near to his house, (which was then in Jewen- 
street) as conveniently as I could ; and from 
thenceforward went every day in the afternoon, 
except -on the first-days of the week, and sit- 
ting by him in his dining-room^ read to .him 
in such books in the Latin tongue, as he pleased 
to hear roe read. 

At my first sitting to read to him, observing 
that I used the English pronunciation, he told 
me, *' If I would have the benefit of the Latin 
tongue, not only to read and understand Latin 
authors, but to converse with foreigners, either 
abroad or at home, I must learn the foreign pro- 
nunciation." To this I consenting, he instruct- 
ed me how to sound the vowels : so different 
from the common pronunciation used by the 
English (who speak Anglice their Latin) that 
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with some few other yariations in sounding 
some consonants, in particular cases ; as c 
before e or i, like cb ; sc before i, like sb, 
Sec. the Latin thus spoken, seemed as diflfer- 
ent from that which was delivered, as the Eng- 
lish generally speak it, as if it were another 
language. 

I had befwe, during my retired life at my 
father's, by unwearied diligence and industry, 
so far recovered the rules of grammar, in 
which I had once been very ready, that I couM 
both read a Latin author, and after a sort 
hammer out his meaning. But this change 
of pronunciation proved a new difficulty 
to me. It was now harder to me to read, 
than it was before to understand when read. 
But 



Incessant paini, 
The end obtains. 



And so did I; which made my reading the 
more acceptable to my master. He, on the 
other hand, perceiving with what earnest de- I 
sire I pursued learning ; gave me not only all ' 
the encouragement, but all the help he could. 
For, having a curious ear, he understood by 
my tone, when I understood what I read, ant} 
when I did not ; and accordingly would stqp 
me, examine me, and open the most difficult 
passages to me. 
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Thus went I on, for about six- weeks time, 
reading to him in the afternoons, and exercis- 
ing myself with my own books, in my cham- 
ber, in the forenoons : I was sensible of an 
improvement. 

But, alas \ I had fixed my studies in a wrong 
place. London and 1 could never agree for 
health : my lungs (as I suppose) were too 
tender to bear the sulphureous air of that city. 
So that I soon began to droop ; and in less than 
two months time, I was fain to leave both my 
studies and the city, and return into the coun- 
try to preserve life ; and much ado I had to 
get thither. 

I chose to go down to WIccomb, and to John 
Ranee's house there, both as he was a physi- 
cian, and his wife an honest, hearty, discreet 
and gra^-e matron ; whom I had a very good 
esteem of, and who I knew had a good regard 
for me. 

There I lay ill a considerable time, and to 
that degree of weakness, that scarce any who 
saw me expected my life. But the Lord was 
both gracious to me in my illness, and was 
pleased to raise me up again, that I might serve 
him in my generation. 

As soon as 1 had recovered so much 
strength as to be fit to travel, I obtained of 
my father (who was then at his house in 
Crowell, to dispose of some things he had 
there, and who in my illness had come to see 
me,) so much money as would clear all charg- 
es in the house, for both phystck, food, and 
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attencUoce ; -and having fully dischai^ed all, 
] took leave of my friends in that family, and ' 
in the town, and returned to my studies at '. 
London. 

I was very kindly received by my master, 
who had conceived so good an opinion of me, 
that my conversation I found was accepb^ble 
to him ; and he seemed heartily glad of my 
recovery and return ; and into our old me- 
thod of study we fell again, I reading to him, 
and he explaining to me, as occasicm re< 
quired. 

But, as if learning had been a forbidden 
fruit to me, scarce was I welt settled in my 
work, before I met with another diversion, 
which turned me quite out of my work. 

For a sudden storm arising, from I know 
not what surmise of a plot, and thereby dan- 
ger to the government ; and the meetings 
of Dissenters, (such I mean as could be found, 
'which perhaps were not many besides the 
Quakers) were broken up throiigho,ut tbe 
city, and the prisons mostly filled with our 
Friends. 

I was, that morning, which was the 26th 
day of the 8th month, 1662, at the meeting 
at the BuU-and-Mouth by Aldersgate i when.on ' 
a sudden, a parly of soldiers of the trained 
bands of the city, rushed in, with noise and 
clamour; being led by one who was called 
major Rosewell, an apothecary, (if -I misre- 
member not) and at that time under th? ill name 
of a Papist. 



5d J,. Google 



THOMAS ELLWDOB. 135 

As soon as he was come withm the room, 
having a file or two of musketeers at his 
heels, be commanded his men to present 
^eir muskets at us, which they did ; with 
intent (I suppose) to strike a terror into the 
people. Then he made a proclamation, that 
"all who were not Quakers, might depart if ^they 
wouki. 

It so happened, that a young man, an ap- 
prenticein London, whose name was — Dove, 
the son of Dr. Dove of Chinner, near Crowell, 
in Oxfordshire, can>e that day in curiosity to 
see the meeting ; and coming early, and find- 
ing me there, whom he knew, came and sat 
down by me. 

As soon as he heard the noise of soldiers, 
he was much startled ; and asked me softly if 
I would not shift for myself, and try to get out. 
I told him no i I was in my place, and was 
willing to suffer if it was my lot. When he 
heard the notice given, that they who were not 
Quakers might depart, he solicited me again to 
be gone. I told him I could not do so ; for 
that would be to renounce my profession ; 
which I would by no means do. But as for 
him, who was not one of us, he might do as 
he pleased. Whereupon, wishing me well, he 
turned away, and with cap in hand, went out. 
And truly I was glad he was gone, for his 
master was a rigid Presbyterian, who in all 
likelihood would have led him a wretched 
life, had he been takeu and imprisoned among 
the Quakers. 
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The soldiers came so early, that the meet- 
ing was not fully ^thered when they caipe ; 
and when the mixed company were gone out, 
we were so few, and sat so thin in that Urgie 
room, that tliey might take a clear view of us 
all, and single us out as they pleased. 

He that ccMnmanded the party, gave us 
first a general charge to come out of the 
room. But we, who came thither at God's 
requiriiigs, to worship hitn, (hke that good 
man of old, who said, We ought to obey God, 
rather than men. Acts v. 29.) stirred not; 
but kept our places. \Vhereupon he sent 
some of his soldiers among us, with commajnd ' 
to drag, or drive us out; which they did rwigh- 
ly enough. 

When we came out into the street, we were 
received there by other soldiers, who witfa 
their pikes, holden lengthwise from one ano- 
ther, encompassed us round as sheep in a 
pound ; and there we stood a pretty time, 
while they were picking up mwe to add to 
our number 

In this work none seemed so eager and ac-. 
tive, as their leader major Hosewell. Which 
I observing, stepped boldly to him as he wa» 
passing by me, and asked him if he intended 
a massacre ; for of that, in those times, there 
was a great apprehension and talk. The sud- 
denness of the question, from such a young 
man espedally, somevrhat starded him; but 
recollecting himself, he answered, no ; but I 
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intend to have you alt hanged by the whole' 
some laws of the land. 

When he had gotten as many as he could, 
or thought fit, which were in number thirty- 
two, whereof two were catched up in the 
street, who had not been at the meeting, he 
ordered the pikes to be opened before us, 
and giving the word to march, went himself 
at the head of us ; the soldiers with theii^ 
pikes making a lane to keep us from scat- 
tering. 

He led uB up Martins ; and so turned down 
to Newgate ; where I expected he would have 
lodged us. But to my disappointment, he 
went on through Newgate, and turning through 
the Old Baily, brought us into Fleet-street. I 
was then wholly at a loss to conjecture whi> 
ther he would lead us ; unless it were to 
Whitehall ; (for I knew nothing then, of Old- 
Bridewet! j) but on a sudden he gave a short 
turn, and brought us before the gate of that 
prison ; where knocking, the wicket was forthr 
with opened, and the master with his porter 
ready to recelTc us. 

One of those two who were picked up ia 
the street, being near me, and telling me his 
case, I stepped to the major, and told him, that 
this man was not at the meeting, but was taken 
up in the street ; and shewed him how hard, 
and unjust a thing it would be to put himinto 
prison. 

I had not pleased him before, in the qtwft- 
tion I had put to him about a oiassacre^.aad 
M 2 
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tbat, I MapposCf made dns aoGcitatioa less 
acceptabte to him firom me, than it migfathaTC 
been from some iither. For lofAii^ stcxnly 
on me, he said. Who are yoo ! that take so 
mocb upon jron. Seeing you arc so busy* yoa 
tiaik be the first man that shall go into Bride- 
well; and taking me by the diouldcrB, he thrust 
me in. 

As soon as I was in, the porter, pointii^ 
with his finger, directed me to a fair pair of 
stairs, on the furtbn- side of a large court ; and 
bid me go up those stairs, and go cm till I could 
go no fiuiher. 

Accordingly I went up the stairs ; the first 
^ht wtmeof brought me to a fair Chapel on 
my left hand, which I could look into through 
the iron grates, but could not have gone into it 
if I would. 

I knew that was not a place for roe. Whne- 
fore following my directi<Hi, and the winding 
of the stairs, I went up a story higher, which 
brought me into a room, which I soon per- 
ceived to be a court-romn, or place of ju^ca* 
ture. After I had stood a while there, and 
taken a view of it, observing a door on the 
further side, I went to it, and opened it, with 
iatentiou to go in but I quickly drew back, 
being almost afirighted' at the disnudness c^ 
the place. Fot besides that the walls quite 
Tound were laid all over from top to bottom in 
black, there stood in the middle of it a great 
whipping-post, which was all the furaiture it 
had. 
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In one of these two rooms judgment was 
gpven, and in the other it was executed, on 
uiose ill people, who for their lewdness were 
sent to this prison, and there sentenced to be 
whipped. Which was so contrived, that the 
court might not only hear, bat see, if they 
pleased, their, sentence executed. 

A ^ght so unexpected, and withal so un* 
pleasing, gave nie no encouragement, either 
to rest, or indeed to enter at all there, till 
looking earnestly, I spied on the opposite side 
a door, which giving me hopes of a further 
pn^ress, ladvcntured tostep hastily toit» and 
opened it. 

This let me into one of the forest rooms, 
that, so far as I remember, I was ever in ; 
and no wonder, for though it was now put to 
this mean use, it had for many ages past been 
the royal seat, or palace of the kings of Kng- 
land, until Cardinal Wolsey built Whitehall, 
and ofiered it as a peace'OJTering to king Hen- 
ry VIII. who until that time had kept his 
court in this house, and had this (as the peo- 
{de in the house reported) for his dining room> 
by which name it then went. 

This room in length (for I lived long 
enough in it to have time to measure it] was 
threescore feet ; and had breadth proportitm- 
.aUe to it. in it, on the front side, were very 
lai^ bay-windows, in which stood a large 
table. It had other very large tables in it, 
srith beaches round i and at Uua time the floor 
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was covered with rushes, against some s6leinn 
festival, which I heard it was bespoken for. 

Here was my nil ultra ; and here I fotfnd I 
might set up my pillar; foralthough there was ; 
a door out of it, to a back pair of stairs which 
led to it ; yet that was kept locked. So that 
finding 1 had now followed my keeper's direc- 
tion to the utmost point, beyond which I could 
not go, I sat down and considered that rheto- 
rical saying, that the way to heaven lay by the 
gate of hell ; the black room through which 
1 passed into this, bearing some resemblance 
to the latter, as this comparatively, and by 
way of allusion, might in some sort be thouglu - 
to bear to the former. 

But I was quickly put out of these thoughts 
by the flocking in of the other Friends, my 
fellow- prisoners ; amongst whom yet, when 
all were come together, there was but one, 
whom I knew so much as by face ; and with 
him I had no acquaintance. For I having been 
but a little while in the city, and in that time 
kept close to my studies; I was by that means 
known to very few. 

Soon after we were all gotten together, | 
came up the master of the house after us, and 
demanded our names, which we might reason- 
ably have refused to |pve, till we had been 
legally convened before some civil magistrate, 
who had power to examine us, and demand 
our names. But we, who were neither gUilM j 
nor wilful, simply gave him ournames, whidl j 
he took down in writing. 
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It 'Wfts, as I hinted before, a general kichib 
which fell that day, but it lighted most, and 
most heavy, upon our meetings ; so that most 
of our men^Friends were made prisoners, ai)d 
the prisons generally filled. And great ^vork 
had the women to run about from prison to 
priswi, to find their husbands, their fathers, 
their brothers or their servants ; for accord, 
in^y as they had disposed themselves to several 
meetings, so were they dispersed to several 
prisons. And no less care and pains had they 
when they had found -them, to furnish them 
with provisions, and other necessary accoro> 
taodatione. 

But an excellent order, even in those early 
days, was practised among the Friends of that 
city; by which there were certain Friends of 
either sex, appointed to have the oversight of 
tl)e priscHis in every quarter, and to take care 
of all Friends, the poor especially, that should 
be C(Hnmitted thither. 

This prison of Bridewell was under the care 
of two honest, grave, discreet and motherly 
women, whose names were Anne Merrick 
(afterwards Vivers) and Anne Travers ; both 
widows. 

They, so soon as they understood that there 
were Friends brought into that prison, pro- 
vided some hot victuals, meat and broth, (for 
the vreather was cold) and ordering their ser- 
vants to bring it them, with bread, cheese and 
beer, came themselves also with it, and having 
placed it on a table, gave notice to us. that it 
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was provided for all those that had not others 
to provide for them ; or were not able to pro- 
vide for themselves. And there wanted not 
among us a.competent number of such guests. 

As formy part, though I had lived as fru- 
gaily as possibly I couid, that I might draw out 
the thread of my little stock to the utmost 
length, yet had I by this time reduced il to 
ten pence, which was all the money 1 had about 
me, or any where else at my command. 

This was but a small estate to enter upon 
an imprisonment with ; yet was I not at all 
discouraged at it, nor had I a murmuring 
thought. I had known what it was moderately 
to abound ; and if I should now come to suffer 
want, I knew I ought to be content; and 
through til? grace of God I was so. I had 
lived by Providence before, when for a long 
time I had no money at all; and I had always 
found the Lord a good provider. I made no 
doubt therefore thut he who sent the ravens 
to feed Elijah, artd who clothes the lilies, 
would find some means to sustain me with 
needful food and raiment; and I had learned 
by experience the truth of that saying, natura 
paucis contenta; i. e. nature is content with 
few things, or a little. 

Although the sight and smell of hot food 
was sufficiently enticing to my empty stomach 
(for I had eaten little that morning, and was 
hungry) yet considering the terms of the invi- 
tation, I questioned whether I was included in 
it ; and alter some reasonings, at length con- 
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eluded, that while I had ten pence in my 
pocket I should be but an injurious intruder 
to that mess, which was provided for such as, 
perhaps had not two pence in theirs. 

Being come to this resolution, I withdrew 
as far from the table aa I could, and sat down 
in a quiet retirement of mind, till the repast 
was over, which was not long ; for there were 
hands enough at it to make light work of it. 

When evening carae, the porter came up 
tlie back-stairs, and opening the door, told us 
if we desired to have any thing that was to be 
had in the house, he would bring it us; for 
there was in the house a cliandler's shop ; at 
which beer, bread, butter, cheese, eggs and 
bacon might be had for money. Upon which 
many went to him, and spake for what of 
these things they had a mind to ; giving him 
money to pay for them. 

Among the rest went I, and intending to 
»pin out my ten pence as far as I could, de- 
sired him to bring me a penny loaf only. 
When he returned, we all resorted to him to 
receive our several provisions, ■ which he deli- 
vered ; and when he came to me, he told me 
be could not get a penny loaf, but he had 
brought me two half-penny loaves. This suit- 
eitme better ; wherefore returning to my place 
again, I sat down and eat up one of my loaves 
reserving the other for the next day. 

This was to me both dinner and supper. 
And so well satisfied I was with it, that I could 
willingly then have gone to bed, if I had had 
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one to go to ; but that was not to be expected 
there ; nor had any one any bedding brought 
in that night. 

Some of the company had been so consid- 
erate as to send for a pound of candles, that 
we might not sit all night in the dark ; and 
having lighted divers of them, and placed them 
in several parts of that large room, we kept 
walking to keep us warm. 

After I had warmed myself pretty thorough- 
ly, and the evening was pretty far spent, I 
bethought myself of a lodging; and casting 
mine eye on the table, which stood in the 
bay-window, the frame whereof looked, I 
thought, somewhat like a bedstead. Where- 
fore willing to make sure of that, I gathered 
up a good armful of the rushes, wherewith 
the floor was covered, and spreading them 
under that table, crept in upon them in my 
clothes, and keeping on my hat, laid my head 
upon one end of the table's frame, instead of a 
bolster. 

My example was followed by the rest, who 
gathering up rushes, as I had done, made 
themselves beds in other parts of the room ; 
and so to rest we went. 

I having a quiet, easy mind, was soon asleep, 
and slept till about the middle of the nigHt'. 
And then waking, finding my legs and feet 
very cold, I crept out of my cabin, and be- 
gan to walk about apace. 

This awoke and raised all the rest, who 
finding themselves cold as well as I, got up and 
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walked about with me, till we had pretty well 
warmed ourselves s and then we all lay down 
again, and rested till morning. 

Next day all they who had families, or be- 
longed to families, had bedding brought in, of 
one sort or other, which ihey disposed at the 
ends and sides of the room, leaving the mid- 
dle void to walk in. 

But I, who had no body to look aftet me, 
kept to my rushy-pallet under the table, for 
four nights together, in which time I did not 
pot off my clothes ; yet, through the merciful 
goodness of God unto mc, I rested and slept 
well, and enjoyed health, widiout taking 
cold. • 

In this time divers of our company, throu^ 
the solicitations of some of their relations, or 
acquaintance, to Sir Richard Brown (who was 
at that time a great master of misrule in the 
city, and over Bridewell more especially) were 
released ; and among these, one William 
Mucklow, who lay in an hammock. He, 
having observed that I only was unprovided of 
lodging, came very courteously to me, and 
kindly offered me the use of his hammock, 
while I should continue a prisoner. 

This was a providential accommodation to 
me, which I received thankfully) both from 
the Lord, and from' him ; and from thence- 
forth I thought I lay as well as ever I had done 
in my life. 

Amongst those that. remained, there were 
several young men, who cast themselves into 
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d chib, and laying down every one an eqtwl- 
preportion of money, put it into the hand of 
our friend Anne Trayers, desiring her to lay it 
out for them in provisions, and send them in 
every day a megs of hot meat ; and they kind- 
ly invited me to come into their club witli 
them. These saw my person, and jud.ged of 
me by that ; but they saw not my purse, nor 
understood the lightness of my pocket. But 
I, who alone understood my own condition, 
knew I must sit down with lower commons. 
Wherefore, not giving them the true reason, 
I, as fairly as I could, excused myself from en- 
tering at present into their mess, and went 
on as before, to eat by myself, and that very 
^aringly, as my stock would bear. And 
before my ten-pence was quite spent, Provi. 
dence, on whom I relied, sent me in a fresh 
supply. 

For William Penington, a brother of Isaac 
Penington's, a friend and merchant in London, 
at whose house, before I came to live in the 
city, I was wont to lodge, having been at his 
brother's that day upon a visit, escaped this 
storm, and so was at liberty; and undeN 
standing when he came back what had been 
done, bethought himself of me; and upon en- 
quiry, hearing where I was, came in love to 
see me. 

He, in discourse amongst other things, ask- 
ed me how it was with me as to money ? and 
how well I was furnished ? I told him, 1 could 
-not boast of much, and yet I could not say I 
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ted none, jhough what I then had was indeed 
next to none. Whereupon he put twenty 
shillings into my hand, and desired me to ac 
cept of that for the present. I saw a Divine 
haiid in thus opening his heart and hand inT^i^ 
manner to me. And though I would willing, 
ly have been excused from taking so much, 
and would have returned one half of it, yet he 
pressing it all upon me, I received it iVith a 
thankfui acknowledgment, as a token of love 
from the Lord, and from him. 

On the seventh-day he went down again (as 
he usually did) to his brother's house at Chal- 
font, and in discourse gave them an account 
of my imprisonment. Whereupon, at his re- 
turn, on the second-day of the week following, 
tny aSectionate friend Mary Penington, sent mc 
by him forty shillings ; which he soon after 
wought me ; out of which I would have re- 
paid him the twenty shillings he had so kindly 
furnished me with ; but he would not admit it( 
telling me, I might have occasion for that, and 
more, before I got my liberty. -.; 

Not many days after this I received twenty- 
shillings from my father, who being thcrf at 
his house in Oxfordshire, and by letter from 
my sister, understanding that I was a prisoner 
in Bridewell, sent this money to me, for my 
support there ; and withal a letter to my sister, 
for her to deliver to one called Mr. Wray, 
who lived near Bridewell, and was a servant 
to Sr Richard Brown, in some wharf of "his, 
requesting him to intercede with his master, 
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who wa6 one of the governors of Bridetoeff^ 
for my deliverance. But that ktter comii^ 
to my hands, I suppressed it ; and have it yet 
by me. 

. Now was my pocket from the lowest ebb 
risen to a fall tide. I was at the briftk of 
want, next door to nothing; yet my confidence 
did not fail, nor ray faith stagger r and now on 
a snddea I had plentifal supplies, shower 
upon shower, so that I abounded, yet was 
not lifted up, but in humility could say, This 
is ibe Lord's doing. And, without detrand- 
ing any of the instruments of the acknow- 
le^ments dtie unto them, mine eye looked 
over and beyond them to the Loixl, who I 
saw was the author thereof, and prime agent 
therein; and with a thankful heart I retumeti 
thanksgivings and praises to him. And this 
great goodness of the Lord to me, I thos re- 
cord, to the end that all, into whose handi 
this may come, may be encouraged to trust 
in the Lord, whose mercy is over all his works, 
and who is indeed a God near at iiand, to help 
in the needful time. 

Now I duFst venture myself into the club^ 
to which I had been invited ; and accordingly, 
having by this tine gained an acquaintance 
with them, took an opportunity to cast.myself 
among them ; and thenceforward, so long aa 
we continued prisoners there together, I was 
on? of their mess. 

. And now the chief thing I wanted, was em- 
ployment, which scarce any wiuited but my* 
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idf ; for the rest of my company wer« geRfti. 
rally tradesmen, of such trades as could set 
^etnselves on work. Of these divers were tjai- 
lors, some masters, some journeymeoi and with 
those 1 most incliiiedto settle. But be^ausf I 
was too much a novice in their art to be 
trusted with their work, lest I should Sipo\\ 
the garment, I got work from an hosier 19 
Cheapside, which was to make night-w^Ut- 
coats, of red and yellpw flannel, for women ^nd 
children. And with this X entered myself 
among the tajloFs, sitting cro^s.legged as thqy 
did; itnd so spent those leisure hours,. wit}t. 
innocency and pleasure, wliich want of busi* 
ness would have m^de tedious. And indeed 
that' was in a manner, the only advantage I hat) 
by it i for my masitcr, though a very wealthy 
man, and one who professed not only friend> 
ship, but particular kindness to me, deaU, I 
thought, but hardly, with me. For though Iw 
knew not what I had to subsist .by, .he never 
ofiered me a penny for my work, till I bad done 
working for him ; and went after I wasreleas* 
ed to give him a visit ; and then he would no^ 
reckon with me neivber ; because^ as he sini-i 
lingly said, he would not let ipe so far into his 
tr^e, as to acquaint me with the prices of the 
work; but wogtd bp spre to give mp enough; 
And thereupon he gave me one crown piece, 
and no more; though 1 had wrought long for 
him, and made him many dozens of waist* 
QQqts, and -bought the thread my^etf; HhJch 
I tbkoijf^l wa? very , po(^ pay, But. as Provi- 
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dencp Viad orderedtt, I wanted the work, more 
ttian the wages ; and therefore took what he 
gave me without complaining. 

Aboutathts time, while we were prisoners in 
our fair cliacnber, a Friend --was brought and 
put in among us, who had been sent thtthn- 
by Richard J^own to beat hemp; whose case 
was thus. 

He was a very poor man, who lived by 
mending shoes ; and on a seventh-day night 
late, a carman, or some other such labouring 
man, brought him a pair of shoes to mendj 
desiring him to mend them that night, that he 
might have them in the morning, for he had 
no other to wear. The poor man sat up at 
work upon them till after midnight, and then 
finding he could not finish them, he went to 
bed, intending to do the rest in the morning. 
■ Accordingly he got up betimes ; and though 
he wrought as privately as he could in his 
eh&mber, that he might avoid giving offence 
to any, yet he could not do it so privately, bnt 
that an ill-natured neighbour perceived it, who 
went and informed against him for working on 
the Sunday. Whereupon he was had befne 
Kichard Broiwn i who committed him to Bride- 
well for a certain time, to be kept to hard la- 
bour, in beating hemp ; which is labour hard 
enough. 

It so fell out, that at the same time were 
committed thither (for what cause I do not 
now remember) two lusty young men, who 
were cdted Baptists, to be kept also at the same 
iabour. 
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Tlie Friend was a poor little man, of a low 
condition, and mean appearance ; whereas 
these two Baptists were topping blades, that 
looked high, and spake big. They scorned to 
beat hemp; and made a pish at the whipping* 
post : but when they had once felt the smart 
of it, they soon cried peecoui, and submitting 
to the punishment, set their tender hands to 
the beetles. 

The Friend, on the other hand, acting upon 
a principle, as knowing he had done no evil, 
for which he should undergo that punishment, 
refused to work ; and for refusing was cruelly 
whipped, which he bore with wonderful con- 
stancy, and resolution of mind. 

The manner of whipping There, is to strip 
the party to the skin, from the waist upwards ; 
and'havtng fastened him to the whipping-post, 
so that he can neither resist nor shun the 
strokes, to lash the naked body, with long, 
but slender twigs of holly, which will bend 
almost like thongs, and lap round the body ', 
and these having little knots upon them, 
tear the skin and flesh, and give extreme 
pain. 

- With these rods they tormented the Friend 
most barbarously ; and the more, for that hav- 
ing mastered the two braving Baptists, they 
disdained to be mastered by this poor Quaker, 
Yet were they fain at last to yield, when they 
saw their utmost severity could not make him 
yield. And then, not willing to be troubled 
longer with him, they turned him up among 
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When we had enquired of him how it 
was widi him, and he had given us a bri^ 
account of both his cause and usage, it came 
in my mind, that I had in my box, (which 
I had sent for from my lodging, to k^p 
some few books, and other necessaries in) a 
little gallipot with Lucatellu's balsam in it. 

Wherefore, causing a good fire to be made, 
and setting the Friend within a blanket twfore 
the fire, we stripped him to the waist, as if 
he had been to be whipped again ; and found 
his skin so cut and torn with the knotty hoUy- 
rods, both back, side, arm and breast, that 
it was a dismal sight to look upon. Then 
melting some of the balsam, I with a feaxhec 
anointed all the sores; and putting a scoter 
cloth between his skin and liis shirt, help- 
ed him on with his clothes again. This 
dressing gave him much ease ; and I continu- 
ed it till he was well. And because he was m 
very poor man, we took him into our mess; 
contriving that there should always be enouj^^ 
for him, as well as for ourselves. Thus he 
lived with us, until the time he was wmmiu 
' ted for was expired ; and then he was re* 
leased. 

But we were still continued prisoners, by an 
arbitrary power, not being committed by th« 
civil authority, nor having seen the fece of any 
civil magietfate, from the day we were thrust 
in here by soldiers, which was the S6thdiiy irf 
the eighth month, to -the 19th of the tenth 
month following* - - 
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On that day we vtere had to the sessions 
at the Old Baily. £ut not being called 
t^re, "we were brought back to Bridewell, 
and Continued there to the 29th of the same 
month, and then we were carried to the sessions 
again. 

I expected I should have been called the first, 
because my name was first taken down ; but 
it proved otherwise, so that I was one of the 
last that was called } which gave me the ad- 
vantage of hearing the pleas of the other 
prisoners, and discovering the temper of the 
court. 

The prisoners complained of the illegality c^ 
^ir imprisonment, and desired to know what 
they had lain ao long in prison for^ The court 
regarded nothing of that ; and did not stick to 
tell them so. For, said the recorder to them, 
If you think you have been wrongfully impri- 
soned, you have your remedy at law ; and may 
t^ke it if yon think it worth your while. The 
court, said he, may send for any Bian out of 
the street, and tender him the oatli : so we take 
IH> notice how you came hither ; but finding 
you here, we tender you the oath of allegiance, 
which if you refuse to take, we shall commit 
you, and at length preemunire you. Accord- 
ingly, as every one refused it, he was set aside, 
and another called. 

By this I saw it was in vain for me to 
insist upon jalse iratwisonment, or ask the 
cuise of my commitment ; though I had be- 
fore fumi^ed myself, with some duthQrities 
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and maxinas of law oa tfiat subject, to have 
pleaded, if room had been given; and I had 
the book out of which I took them in my 
bosom ; For the weather being cold, I' wore 
a gown, ^irt about the middle, and had put 
the book within it. But I now resolved 
to wave all that, and insi^ upon another 
pica ; which just then canK into my mind. 

As soon therefore as I was called, I B^>ped 
nimbly to the bar, and stood up upon the step- 
ping, that I might the better both hear and be 
heard, and laying my hasds upon the bar^ 
stood ready, expecting what they would say 
to me. 

I suppose they took me for a confident young 
man, for they looked very earnestly upim me; 
and we laced each other without ivords ftur 
awhile. At length the recorder, who was called 
Sir John Howel, asked me. If I would take the 
oath of allegiance. 

To which I answered, I conceive this coart 
hath not power to tender that oath . to me^ ^ 
the condition wherein 1 stand. 

This so unexpected plea seeaud t» atartle 
them, so that they looked one upon another t 
and said somewhat tow one to another. What! 
doth he demurto the juriatHction of the courti 
And thereupon the recorder asked me. Do yoH 
then demur to the jurisdiction of the courtf Not 
absolutely, answened I, but conditionally ; with 
respect to my present condition, and the cm 
cumstan(xs I am now under. 

^hy, what is your present condition ? said 
the recorder. A prisoner, replied I. And what 
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the oath? Enough, said I, as I conceive, to ex- 
empt me from the tender thereof; while I am 
under this coodition. Praj', what is your reason 
for that ? said he. This, said 1 ; that, if I 
n^tly understand the words of the statute, I 
va required to say, that I do take this oath free* 
1y, imd without coi^raint ; which I cannot say, 
because I am not a free man, but in bonds, 
and under constraint. Wherefore, I conceive 
that, if you would tender that oath to me, ye 
ought first to set mc free from my present im- 
prisonment. 

But, said the recorder, Will you take the oath 
.if you be set free i Thou shalt see that, said I, 
when I am set free. Therefore set me free first, 
and then ask the question. 
. But, said he again, You know your own mind 
qure, and cao teU now what you would do, if you 
were at liberty. Yes, replied I, that I can : but 
I do not hold myself oUiged to tell it, until I 
am at liberty. Therefore set me at liberty, and 
yc shall soon hear it. 

Thus we fenced a good while, tilt I was both 
weary of such tri&ing, and doubted also, lest 
some of the standers by should suspect I would ' 
take it if I was set at liberty. Wherefore, 
when the recorder put it upon me again, I told 
him plainly, no; though I thought they ought 
not to tender it me, till I had been set at li- 
berty i. yet if 1 was set at liberty, I could not 
take that nor any other oath, because my 
Lord and Master, Chbist Jesu^, had ex- 
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pressly commanded his disciples, not to svear 
at all. 

As his command was enough to me ; so this 
confession of mine was enough to them. Take 
faim away, said they, and away I was taken, 
and thrust into the Bail-Dock to my other 
Friends, who had been called before me. And 
as soon as the rest of our company were called, 
and had refused to swear, we were all com- 
mitted to Newgate, and thrust into the com- 
mon side. - 

When we came there, we found that side of 
the prison very full of Friends, who were pri- 
soners there before; as indeed were, at that time, 
till the other parts of that prison, and most of the 
pther prisons about the town -, and our addi- 
tion Tcaused a great throng on that side. Not- 
withstanding which, we were kindly wet* 
comed by our Friends, whom we found there ; 
and entertained by them as well as their c<Ht- 
dition would admit, until we could get in our 
own accommodations, and provide for our.- 
selves. . 

We had the liberty of the hall, which is on 
the first story over the gate; and which, in the 
day time, is common to alt the prisoners on that 
side, felons as welt as others, to walk in, and 
to beg out of: and we had also the liberty of 
some other rooms over that hall, to walk or 
work in, a-days. But in the night we all 
lodged in one room, which was large and 
round, having in the middle of it a great pillar 
of oaken timber, which bore Mp the chapel that 
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To tbis pillar we; fin^tened our hainmc^cks at 

the ope end, and to the opposite wall on the 
other end, quite round the room,, and in three 
degrees or three stories higij, one over the 
other ; so that they who lay .in the upper and 
-middle row of hamniQcks, were obliged to go 
to bed first, because they were to climb up 
to tV higher, ,by getting into the lower. And 
under the Jower rank of hammocks, by the 
wall-sides,. were laid beds upon the floor; in 
which the sick, and such weak persons a? could 
not get into the hammocks lay. And indeed, 
though the room was large and pretty airy, 
yet the breath and steam that came from so 
many bodiea of diflerent ages, conditions and 
constitutiops, paok^d up 90 close together, 
was enough to cause sickness amongst us ; and 
1 believe did so. For there were many sick, 
and some very weak ; though we were not long 
there, yet in tlvit time one of our fellow- 
priaoners, who lay in one of those pallet-beds 
died. 

This caused $ome bustle in the house. For 
the body of the deceased being Ijud out, and 
put into a cofHn, was carried down and set in 
the room called the lodge ; that the coroner 
might enquire into the cause and manner of his 
death. And the manner of their doing it, is thus; 
As soon as the coroner is come, the turnkeys 
run out into the street under the gate, and seize 
upon every man that passes by, till they have 
got enough to make up the coroner's inquest. 
And so resolute t^ese rude fellows are, that if 
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any man resists or disputes it with thetn, tiiey 
drag him in by main force, not regarding what 
condition he is of. Nay, 1 have been told, 
they will not stick to stop a coach, and pluck 
the men out of it. 

It so happened, that at this time they lighted 
on an ancient man, a grave citizen, who was 
trudging through the gate in great haste; 
and him they laid hold on, telling him he 
must come in and serve upon the coroner's 
inquest. He pleaded hard, begged ^d be- 
sought them to let him go ; assuring them 
he was going on very urgent business, and 
that the stopping him would be greatly to his 
prejudice. But they were deaf to all intrea- 
ttes ; and hurried him in, '(he poor man chaf- 
ing without remedy. 

When they had got their complement, and 
were shut in together, the rest of them said to 
this ancient man, Come, father, you are the 
oldest man among us, you shall be our fore- 
man. And when the coroner had sworn them 
on the jur)', the coffin wai uncovered that they 
might look upon the body. But the.old man, 
disturbed in his mind at the interruption they 
had given him, was grown somewhat fretful 
upon it; said to them. To what purpose do you 
shew us a dead body here ? You would not 
'have us think, sure, that this man died in this 
room? How then shall we be able to judge 
how this man came t^ his death, unless we 
see the place wherein he died, and wherein 
lie hath been kept prisoner before he died-? 
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Hov know we, but that the tncommo^ous- 
oess of the place wherein he was kept, may 
have occasioned his death ? Therefore shew us, 
said he, the place wherein this man died. 

This much displeased the kf epers; and they 
began to banter the old man, thinking to have 
b^ten him (rff it. But he stood up tightly to 
them; Come, come, said he, though you have 
made a fool of me in bringing me in hither, 
ye shall not find a child of me now I am here. 
Mistake not yourselves ; ]. understand my 
place, and your duty ; and I require you to 
conduct rae and my brethren, to. the place 
where this man died ; refuse it at your peril. 

They now wished they had let the old man 
^ about his business, rather than by troubling 
him have brought this trouble on themselves. 
But when they saw he persisted in his r-esolu- 
tion, and was peremptory, the coroner told 
them they must go shew him the place. 

It was in the evening when they began this 
work ; and by this time it was grown bed-time 
with us ; so that we had taken down our ham- 
mocks, which in the day were bung up by the 
walls, and had made them ready to go into, 
and were undressing ourselves in readiness to 
go into them. When on a sudden we heard a 
great noise of tongues, and of tramplings of 
feet, coming up towards us. And by and by 
one of the the turnkeys opening our door, 
said. Hold, hold, do not undress yourselves, 
here is the coroner's inquest coming to see 
you. 
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As soon as they were come to the door, (for 
within the door there was scarce room for them. 
to come) the foreman, who led them lifting up 
his hand, said, Lotd, bless me, what a sight is 
here ! I did not think there had been so much 
cruelty in the hearts of Englishmen, to us* 
Englishman in this manner ! We need not 
now question, said he to the rest of the jary, 
ho.w this man came by his death ; we may ra- 
ther wonder that they are not all dead ; for this 
place h enough tfe breed an infection among 
them. Well, added he, if it please God to 
lengthen my life till to-morrow, I will find 
means to let the kttig know how his subjects 
are dealt with. 

Whether he did so or no, I cannot tell ; hot 
I am apt to think that he applied himself to the 
mayor, or the sheriffs of London. For the neSt 
day one of the sheriffs, called Sir William 
Turner, a woollen-draper in Paul's yard, came 
to the press yard ; and having ordered the por- 
ter of Bridewell to attend him there; sent 
up a turnkey amongst us to bid all the Bride- 
well prisoners come down to him ; for they 
knew us not ; but we knew our own company. 

Being come before him in the press-^-ard, 
he looked kindly on us, and spake courteously 
to us. Gentlemen, said he, I understand the 
prison Is very full, and I am sorry for it. 1 
wish it ivere in my power to release you, and 
the rest of your friends that are in it. But 
since ] cannot do that, I am willingto do what 
I can for you. And tber^ore -I am ctune 
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hither to enquire bow it is ; and I would have 
ill you who came from Bridewell, return thi- 
ther again, which will be a better accoraroo* 
dation to you, and your removal will give the 
nore room to those that are left behind; 
and here ia the jxirter of Bridewell, your old 
keeper, to attend you thither. 

We duly acknowledged the favour of the 
dierifT to us and our friends above, in this re- 
moval of us; which would give them more 
room, and us a better air. But before we 
parted from him, I spake particularly to him 
on another occa^on, which was this. 

When we came into Newgate, we found a 
shabby fellow there among the Friends, who 
upon inquiry we understood had thrust himself 
among our Friends, when they were taken at a 
meeting, on purpose to be sent to prison with 
them, in hopes to be maintained by them. 
They knew nothing of him, till they found 
him shut in with them in the prison ; and then 
took no notice of htm, as not knowing how 
or why he came thither. But he soon gave 
^em cause to take notice of him ; for where. 
ever he saw viy victu^ tn'oug^ forth Sc» 
tbem to eat, he would be sure to thrust in 
with knife in hand, and make himself his own 
carver. And so impudent was he, that if he saw 
the provision was short, whoever wanted, he 
would be sure to take enough. 

Thus lived this lazy drone upon the labours 
of the industrious bees, to his high content, 
.and their no sn^all trouble ; towhomhis con:f- 
2 
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pany was as (tensive, as his ravening Wft4 
oppressive ; nor coufd they get any relief by 
their complaining of him to the keepers. 

This fellow hearing the notice which was 
given for the Bridewell men 'to go down, in 
order to be removed to Bridewell again, and 
hoping no doubt, that fi-esh quarters would 
prodace fresh commons, and that he should 
fare better with us than where he was, thrust 
himself amongst us, and went down into tbc 
press-yard with us. Which I knew not of, 
till I saw him standing there with his hat tm, 
and looking as demurely as he could, that the 
sherifr might take him for a Quaker ; at sight 
of which my spirit was much stirred. 

Wherefore, as soon as the sheriff had done 
speaking to us, and we had made our acknow- 
leclgraent of his kindness, I slept a little nearer 
to turn, and pointing to that fellow, said. That 
jnan is not only none of our company^ for he 
is no Quaker, but is an idle dissi^ute fellow, 
who hath thrust himself in among our Frienda 
to be sent to prison with them, that he might 
Hve upon them ; therefore I desire we may not 
be troubled with him at Bridewell. 
■ At this the sheriff smiled ; and calling the 
fellow forth, said to him, How came you to he 
in prison ? I was taken at a meeting, said he j 
But what business had you there ? said the 
sheriff. I went to hear, said he. Aye, you 
went upon a worse design, it seems, replied 
the sheriff; but I will disappoint you, said he; 
for I will change your company, and Knd yoa 
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to Uma th^ are like yourself. Then casing 
for the tumkEy, he said. Take this fellow 
and put him among the felons ; and be sure let 
him not trouble the Quakers any more. 

Hitherto this fellow had stood with his hat 
on, as willing to have passed if he could for 
a Quaker ; kput as soon as he heard this doom 
passed an him, off went his hat, and to bowing 
and scraping he fell, with Good, your worship, 
have pity upon me, and set me at liberty. Noi 
no, said t^e sheriff, I will oot so far disappoint 
you ; since you had a mind to be in prison, in 
prison you shall beior me. Then bidding ihe 
turnkey take him away, he had him up, and 
put him among the felons ■ and so Friends had 
a good deliverance from him. 

The sheriff then bidding us farewell^ the 
porter of !Bridewell came to us, and told us 
■we knew our way to Bridewell without him, 
and he could trust us ; therefore he would not 
aiay nw go with us, but left us to uke bur 
own time, so .we were in before bed>time. 

Then went we up again to our Friends in 
KewgKte, and gave them^an account of what 
bad passed ; and having t^en a solemn 
leave of them, we made up our packs to be 
gone. But before I pass frgm Newgate, I think 
it not amiss, to give the reader some little ac- 
count of what I observed while I was there. 

The common side of Newgate is generally 
accounted, as. it really is, the worst part of 
that prison ; not so much from the plac? as the 
people ; it beiog usually stocked witli ti^ veri- 
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pat Togoes, and memest sort of felons and 
pick-pockets, who not being able to pay cbam- 
ber-rent on the master's side, are tjimst in 
there. Aad if they come in bad, to be sure 
they do not go out better ; for here tbey hav« 
an opportunity to instruct one anotbei- in their 
art, and impart each to other what improve* 
tncnts they have made thereia. 

The common hall, which is the firct-rooni' 
over the gate, is a gcuxl [dace to walk id, 
when the prisoners are out of it, saving ^x 
danger of catching some cattle, which they 
may have left in it : and there 1 used to walk 
in a morning before they were let up> and 
sometimes in the day-time when they have beea 
there. 

They all carried themselves respectfully to- 
wards me, which I imputed chiefly to this; 
that when any of our woniea Friends came 
there to visit the prisoners, if they had notre* 
lations of their own there, to take care of theaa, 
I, as being a young man, and more at leisure 
than most otliers, (for I coukl not play the tai- 
lor there) was forward to go down with tfaent 
to the grate, and see them safe Qut#> And 
sometimes they have left money in my hands 
for the felons, who at such times were very 
importunate beggara, which I forthwith distri- 
buted among them in bread, which was to be 
had in the place. But so IrouUcsome an of- 
fice it was, that I thought one had as good have 
had a pack of hungry hounds about ose, n 
these when .they knew there was ji dole to bp 
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given. Yet this I think made them a little 
the more observant to me ; for they would 
dispose themselves to one side of the room, 
that they might make way for mc to wallc on the 
other. And when I walked there, I had usually 
a book in my hand, on which I had mine eye, 
T*hich made them think i did not heed whaf 
they said. By this means mine ear being at- 
tentive to them, I heard them relate one to 
another many of their roguish pranks. 

One day as I was thus walking to and fro 
beside them, I heard them recounting one to' 
another what feats they had done at pocket- 
picking and shop-Hfring. Whereupon, turning 
short itpon them, I asked them which of you 
sSl will undertake to pick my pocket ? They 
were not very forward to answer, but viewed 
me round. I wore a long gown, which was 
lipped over before, and tied about the middle, 
and had no pocket-holes in it. When they 
had awhile considered it, and I having taken 
another turn "was coming up again to them, 
one of them said, Why, master, if you will pro- 
mise not to prosecute us, we will show you 4 
piece of our skill. Nay, hold there, said I, I 
won't so far encourage you in evil, as to pro- 
itiis^ not to prosecute; and away I turned again; 
having mine eye on my book, but mine ears 
to them. And in a while I heard them contriv- 
itig how they »ouW have done it. I, said one 
of them, would give him the budge, and before 
he can recover himself, you, said he to another 
of them, having your pen-knife ready, should 
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a6t his gown, and then, said he, let Honeypot 
alone for the diving part. TWs HoneypoC 
wAB a little boy, then in prisMi with them for 
picking a pocket, who, by .his stature, did 
not seem to be above ten or a dozen years 
old, but for hia dexterity at pocket-picking, 
was held to be one of the top of the trade. 
As for the budge, I had had it given me often 
ill the street, but understood not the isean-' 
ing of it till now : and now I found it was-a 
jostle, enough to throw one almost upon his 
pose. 

These are some of the common evils, 
which make the common side of Newgattj 
in measure a type of hell upon earth. But 
there was at that time, something of another 
nature, more particular and acci^ntal, wbieh 
was very ofiensive to me. 

When we came first into Newgate, there lajr 
in a little by-p)ace like a clo«et, near daft 
room where we were lodged, the quartensd 
bodies of three men, who had been executed 
some days before, for a real or fwetended 
plot ; which was the gcound, OT at lei^t pre* 
text for that storm in the city, whteh had 
caused tWs imprisonment The nara« of 
these three men were Philips, Tongue and 
Gibs: and the.reas«n wfhy their fjuarters tay 
so long thercr^vas, the rektions were all that 
while petitioning. to have leaive.tq bury them; 
which at length with mych ado was obtained 
for the quarters, but not for the heads, which 
were ordered to be set up in some pftrts pf the 
city. 
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I saw the heads When they were brought up . 
to be boiled. The hangman brought them 
in a dhtf dust-basket, out of some by-place ; 
ancl setting them down amongst the felons, be 
and' they- made sport with them. They took 
them by the hair, flouting, jeering and laugh- 
ong at them ; and then giving them some ill 
names, boxed them orl the ears and cheeks. 
Whidi tlone, the hangman put them into his 
kettle, and parboiled them with bay-salt and 
cummin-seed ; that to keep them from putre- 
fectton, and this to keep off the fowls from 
seizing on them. The whole sight (as well 
that of t-he bloody quarters first, as- this of the 
heads afterwards) -ivas both frightiul and loath- 
some J and begat an abhorrence in my nature. 
Which- as it had rendered my confinemertt 
^ere by tnuch' the more uneasy, so it made 
our removal from thence to Bridewell, even in 
that respect the more welcome. Whither we 
now go. 

For having, as I hinted before, made up our 
packs, and taken our leave of our Friends, 
whom we were to leave behind, we took our 
bandies on our shoulders, and walked two 
imd-two abreast, through the Old Baily into 
Fleet Street, and so to Old Bridewell. And it 
being about the middle of the afternoon, and 
the streets pretty full of people ; both the shop- 
keepers at their doors, and passengers in the 
way, would stop us, and ask us what we were, 
and whither we were going. And when we 
had told them we were prisoners, going -frorh 
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one prison to another, from Nen^te to Bride< 
well, What, said they, without a keeper ! No, 
said we, for our word, which we have given, 
is our keeper. Some thereupon would advise 
us not to go to prison, but to go home. But 
we told them, we could not do so ; we could 
suffer for our testimony, but could not fly 
from it. I do not remember we had any abuse 
offered us, but were generally pitied by the 
people. 

When we were come to Bridewell, we were 
not put up into the great room in which we had 
been before, but into a low room in another 
fair court, which had. a pump in the middle 
of it. And here we were not shut up as be- 
fore, but had the liberty of the cotirt to walk 
in, and of the pump, to wash or drink at. And 
indeed, we might have easily gpne quite away 
if we would, there was a jrasaage through the 
court into the street, but ^ve were true and 
steady prisoners ; and looked upon this liberty, 
arising from their confidence in us, to be a 
kind of parole upon us ; so that both conscience 
and honour stood now engaged Cor our true 
imprisonment. 

Adjoining to this room wherein we were, 
was such another ; both newly fitted up feu* 
work-houses, and accordingly furnished with 
very, great blocks for beating hemp upon, 
and a lusty whipping-post there was in each. 
And it ivas said, that Richard Brown had or- 
dered those blocks to be provided for the 
Quakers to work on ; resolving to try his 
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itrength with us in, that case; but if that 
was his purpose, it was over-ruled, for wc, 
never had any work oflcred us, nor were wc ' 
treated after the manner of ^ those that are to 
be so used. Yet we set ourselves to work 
on them ; for, being very large, they served 
the tailors , for shop-boards,, and others 
Wrought upon them, as they had> occasion; 
and they served us very well Sot tables to eat 
on. 

We had also besides this room, the use of 
our former chamber above, to go into when 
. we thought fit: and thither sometimes I with- 
drew, when I found a desire for retirement 
and privacy, or had something on my mind to 
write, which could not so well be done in com- 
pany. And indeed, about this time my spirit 
was more tlutn ordinarily exercised ; though 
OQ very different subjects. For, on the one 
hand, the sense of the exceeding love and 
goodness of the Lokd to me, in his gracious 
and tender dealings with me, did deeply affect 
my ^(sut ; and caused me to break foith in a 
song of thanksgiving and praise to him : And 
on the other hand, a sense of the profaneness, 
debaucheries, cruelties, and other horrid im- 
pieties of the age, fell heavy on me ; and lay 
as a pressing weight upon my spirit. And 
this drew from me a close exprobratitn, which 
toy mournful muse vented in some lines, to 
which I gave for a title, "Speculum Seouli.*'* 

/ "SteNo 1 of the Appendix. 
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After I had in the said poem, somewhat 
.eased my spirit of that uhich for sometime, 
had lain as a load upon me, I breathed forth a 
hymn to God> in acknowletlgement of his great 
goodness to me, in profession of my grateful 
love to him, and supplication to him, for the 
continuance of his kindness to me, in pre- 
serving me from the snares of the enemy, and 
keeping me faithful unto himself.* 

In this sort did I spend some leisure hours 
during my confinement in Bridewell; especially 
after our return from Mewgate thither, when 
we had more liberty, and more opportunity 
and room for retirement and thought. For, 
as the poet said, 



ia quio-unt.' 

They who would write in measure, retire 
where they may stilhiess have, and leisure. 
And this privilege we enjoyed, by the indtil* 
gence of our keeper, whose heart God disposed 
to favour us. So that both the master and his 
porter were very civil and kind to us ; and 
had been so indeed all along. For when we 
' vere shut up before, the porter would readily 
let some of us go home in an evening, and 
stay at home till next morning, which was 
a great conveniency to men of trade and 
business, which I being free from, forbore 
asking for myself, that I might not hinder 
others. 



'See No. 3 of the Appendix. 
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This he observed, and asked me when I 
meant to ask to go out. I told him I had not. 
much occasion nor desire ; yet at sometime or 
other perhaps I might have; but v\hen I had 
I would ask him but once, and if he then denied 
me, I would ask him no more. 

After we were come back from Newgate, I 
had a desire to go thither again, to visit my 
friends who were prisoners there ; more espe- 
cially my dear friend and father in Christ, 
Kdward Burrough, who was then a prisoner 
with many Friends more, in that part of 
Newgate which was then called Justice-hall. 
Whereupon the porter coming in my way, I 
asked him to let me go out for an hour or 
two, to see some friends of mine that even- 
ing. 

He to enhance the kindness, made it a mat- 
ter of some difficulty j and would have me stay 
till another night. I told him I would be 
at a word with him ; for as I had told him be- 
fore, that if he denied me [ would ask him 
no more ; so he should find I would keep to 
it. 

He was no sooner gone out of my sight,' 
but I espied his master crossing the court. 
Wherefore stepping to him, I asked him, If he 
was willing to let me go out for a little while, 
to see some friends of mine that evening. 
Yes, said he, very willing; and thereupon away 
walked I to Newgate ; where having spent the 
evening among Friends, I returned in good 
time. 
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Under this easy restraint we lay till the 
. court sat at the Otd-Baily again ; and then, 
whether it was that the heat of the storm was 
somewhat abated, or by what other means Pro- 
vidence wrought it, I know not; we were 
called to the bar, and without further question 
discharged. 

Whereupon we returned to Bridewell again, 
and having raised some money among us, and 
therewith gratified both the master and his por- 
ter, for their kindness to us, we spent some- 
time in a solemn meeting, to return our thank- 
ful acknowledgement to the Lokd, both for 
his preservation of us in prison, and deliver- 
ance of us out of it ; and then taking a solemn 
farewell of each other, we departed with bag 
and baggage. And I took care to return my 
hammock to the owner, with due acknow- 
ledgement of his great kindness in lending it 
me. 

Being now at liberty, I visited more gene- 
rally my friends that were still in prison ; and 
more particularly my friend and benefiictcv 
William Fenington, at his house ; and then 
went to wait upon my master Milton. With 
whom yet I could not propose to enter upon 
■my intermitted studies, imtil I had been in 
Buckinghamshire, to visit my worthy friends 
Isaac Penington, and his virtuous wife ; with 
other Friends in that country. 

Thither therefore I betook myself, and the 
weather being frosty, and the ways by that 
means clean and good, I walked it thorbugh ta 



t;.H,gif 



THOjiAa EtIWOOD. 173 

a day ; and was received by my friends there 
with such demonstration of hearty kindness, 
as made my journey very easy to me. 

I had spent in my imprisonment that twen^ 
ty shillings, which I had received of William 
Penington, and twenty of the forty which 
had been sent me from Mary Penington, and 
had the remainder then about me. That there- 
fore I now returned to her, with due acknow- 
ledgement of her husband's and her g^eatcare 
of me, and liberality to me in the time of my 
need. She would have had me kept it. But 
I begged her to accept it from me again ; since 
it was the redundancy of their kindness, and 
the other part had answered the occasion for 
which it was sent ; and my importunity pre- 
vailed. 

I intended only a visit hither, not a conti- 
nuance ; and therefore purposed, after I had 
staid a few days, to return to my lodging and 
former course in London ; but Providence **'■ 
ordered it otherwise. 

Isaac Penington had at that time two sons 
and one dau^ter, all then very young, of 
whom the eldest son, John Penington, and the 
daughter, Mary, the wife of Daniel Wharley, 
are yet living at the writing of this. And being 
himself both skilful and curious in pronuncia- 
tion, he was very desirous to'have thtni well 
grounded in the rudiments of the 5^nglish 
tongue, to which end he had se!nt fbra man out 
of Lancashirei whom upon ehqulty he had 
heai-dbf, who was uhdoubtedl^tHe'iAost accu- 
p 2. 
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rate English teacher that ever I met with, or 
have heard of. His name was Kicliard firadlejr. 
But as ^e pretended no higher than the £ng. 
lish tongue, and had led them by graroiDar 
rules to the highest improvement they were 
capable of in that, he bad then taken his 
leave of them, and was gone up to London, to 
teach an English school of Frkods' childr«i 
there. 

This put ray friend to a fresh straight. He 
had sought for a new teacher to instruct his 
children in the Latin tongue, as the old had 
done in the English, but had not yet found one. 
Wherefore, one evening as we sat together by 
the fire in his bed-chamber, (which for want 
of health he kept, ) he asked me (his wife being 
by] If 1 would be so kind to him, as to stay a 
while with him, till he could hear of such a man 
as he aimed at ; and in the mean time enter 
his children in the rudiments of the Latin 
- tongue. 

This question was not more unexpected, 
than surprising to me ; and the more, because 
it seemed directly to thwart my former pur- 
pose and undertakings of endeavouring to 
improve myself by foUoning my studies with 
my master Milton, which this would give at 
least a present diversion from, and for how lon^f 
I could not foresee. 

But the sense I had of the manifold obliga- 
tions I lay under to these worthy friends of 
mine, sluit out all reasonings, and disposed 
my mind t9 an absolute resignation to their 
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draire, that I migfat testify my gratitade l^' 
a will'mgness to. do them any friendly service 
that I could be capable of. 

And though I questioned my ability to carry 
OB that work to its dge height and proportion, 
y«t as that was not proposed, but an initiation 
only, by accidence into grammar, I consent* 
ed to the, proposal, as a fn^sent expedient, till 
a more qualified person should be found ; with- 
out further treaty, or mention of terms be- 
tween us, than that of mutual friendship. 
And to render this digression from my own 
studies the less uneasy to my mind, I read* 
kcted, and often diought <^ that rule in Lilly, 

^i docel tiubcriM, licet indocfiuimu* eiiet, 

fyie tmi reHqaii decliar tiit qaeal. 

He that th' iinle»ni'd doth teach, maj quickly be 

More leam'd Ihan thej, though most uDleamed he. 

With this considferation I undertook this 
province, and left it not until I married, 
which was not till the year 1669, near seven 
years from the time I came thither. In which 
time having the use of my friends books, as 
well as of mifrt own, I spent my leisure hours 
much in reading; not without some improve- 
ment to myself in my private studies; which, 
with the good success of my labours bestowed 
on the children, and the agreeableness of con- 
versation which I found in the family, render- 
cd my underlying more satisfactory, and 
Hiy stay there more easy to me. 

But, alas! not many, days, not to say weeks 
had I been there, ere we were almost over- 
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whelmed with sorrow, for the unexpected loss 
of Edward Borough, who was justly veiy d^ar 
to us alt. 

This not only good, but great'good man, 
by a long and close confinement in Newgate, 
through the cruel malice and malicious cruelty 
of Richard Brown, was taken away by hasty 
death, to the unutterable grief of very many, 
and unspeakable loss to the church of Christ 
in general. 

The particular obligation I had to him as 
the immediate instrument of my convince. 
ment, and high affection for him resulting 
therefrom, did so deeply afitrct my mind, that 
it was some pretty time before my passioh 
could prevail, to express itself in words ; so 
true I found that of the Tragcedian, 

Cura lem loqauTitiiT, 

Ingetta itupent. 
Light griefs break forth, and easily get vent. 
Great ones ate thro' amaztment closely pent. 

At length my muse, not bearing to be any 
longer mute, brake forth in an acroslick, 
which I called " A pathetic Elegy on the Death 
of that dear and faithful Servant of God, Ed- 
ward Borough. Who died the 14th of the 12th 
Month, 1662."* 

1663. Having discharged this duty to the 
memory of my deceased friend, I went on in 
my new province, instructing my little pupils 
"in the rudiments of the Latin tongue, to the 

•See No 3.«o"f the Appendix, 
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mutual satisfaction of both their parents and 
myself. As soon as I had gotten a little money 
in my pocket (which as a premium without 
compact I received from them) I took the first 
Ofiportunity to return to my friend William 
Penington, the money which he had so kindly 
fHrnished me with in my need, at the time of 
my imfn^isonment in Bpidewell, with a due ac- 
knowledgement of my obligation to him for it. 
He was not at all forward to receive k, so that 
I was fain to press it upon him. 

While thus I remained in this family, vari- 
ous suspicions arose in the minds of some con- 
cerning me, with respect to Mary Penington's 
isir daughter Gult. For she having now arriv- 
ed tb a marriageable age, and being in all re- 
spects a very desirable woman, whether re- 
gard was had to her outward person, which 
wanted nothing to render her completely 
comely, or to the endowments of her mind, 
which were every way extraordinary and highly 
obliging, or to her outward fortune, which 
Was fair ; and which with some, hath not the 
last, nor the least place in consideration : she 
was openly and secretly sought, and solicited 
by many, and some of them almost of every 
rank and condition ; good and bad, rich and 
poor, friend and foe. To whom in their re- 
spective turns (till he at length came for whom 
she was reserved) she carried herself with sQ 
much evenness of temper', such courteous 
freedom, guarded with the strictest modesty, 
that aa H gave encouragement or ground of 
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hopes to none, so neither did it admuiister 
any matter of offence or just cause of coisplaiiu 
to any. 

But such as were thus either engaged for 
themselves, or desirous to make themselves 
advocates for others, could not, I observed, 
but look upon me with an eye of jealousy and 
fear, that I would improve the c^>portumties 
I had, by frequent and familiar conversation 
with her, to my own advantage in working 
myself into her good opinion and &vour, tp 
the ruin of their pretences. 

According therefore to the several kinds and 
degrees of their fears of me, they »iggested to 
her parents their ill surmises against me. 

Some stuck not to question the sincerity of 
my intentions in coming at first among the 
Quakers; urging with a why may it not be so? 
that the desire and hopes of obtaining by that 
means, so fair a fortune, might be tiie prime 
and chief inducement to me to thrust myself 
amongst that [leople. But this surmise could 
find no place with those worthy friends of mine 
(her father in law, and her mother) who, be- 
sides the clear sense and sound judgment they 
had in themselves, knew very well upon what 
terms I came among them, how straight and 
hard the passage was to me, how contrary to all 
worldly interest, which lay fair another way, 
how much I had suflered from my father for it, 
and how regardless I had been of attempting, 
or seeking any thing of that nature, in these 
three or four years that I had been amongst 
them. 
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Some others measuring me by the propen- 
sity of their own inclinations, concluded I 
would steal her, run away with her, and mar- 
ry her. Which they thought I might be the 
more easily induced to do, from the advan- 
tageous opportunities I frequently had of riding 
and walking abroad with her, by night as well 
as by day, without any other company than 
her maid. For so great indeed was the confi- 
dence that her mother had in me, that she 
thought her daughter safe if I was with her, 
even from the plots and designs that others 
had upon her. And so honourable were the 
thoughts she entertained concerning me, as 
would not suffer her to admit a suspicion that 
I could be capable of so much baseness, as to 
betray the trust she with so great freedom, 
reposed in me. 

I was not ignorant of the various fears 
which filled the jealous heads of some concern- 
ing me, neither was I so stupid, nor so divest- 
ed of all humanity, as not to be sensible of the 
real and innate worth and virtue which adorned 
that excellent dame, and attracted the eyes 
and hearts of so many, with the greatest im- 
portunity to seek and solicit her ; nor was I 
so devoid of natural heat, as not to feel some 
sparklings of desire.as Melt as others. But the 
force of truth, and sense of honour, suppressed 
whatever would have risen beyond the bounds 
of fair and virtuous friendship. For I easily 
foresaw that if I should have attempted any 
thing in a dishonourable way, by force or 
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fraud, upon her, I should have tba«bj» Wngbt 
a wound upon mine own soul, a foui scandal 
upon my religious profession, and an inia* 
mous stain upon mine honour; c^ither of 
which was far more dear unto me than nay life. 
Wherefore having observed how some others 
had befooled themselves, by miBCOBstniiiigbn 
fximmon kindness, expressed in an innocent, 
open, free and familiar conversation, spring- 
ing from the abundant a&bitity, courtesy and 
sweetness of her natural temper, to be the 
efiect of a singular regard and peculiar aiFeotion 
to them ; I resolved to shun the rock on whidi 
I had seen so many run and split ; and reinen>> 
bering that saying c^ the poet, 

Falix qucmfaciujit atiena Pericula cautum. 



' Happy's he. 

Whom other's dangers wary muke to be. 

I governed myself in a free yet respectful 
carriage towards her, that I thereby both pre- 
served a fair reputation with my friends* at^d 
enjoyed as much of her &vour and kindness, 
in a virtuous and firm friendship, as was fit 
for her to shew, or for me to seek. 

Thus leading a quiet and contented life, I 
had leisure sometimes to write a copy of verses 
on one occasion or another, as the poetic vein 
naturally opened, without taking p^ins to 
polish them. Such was tliis, occasioned by 
the sudden death oS some lusty pe(^le in their 
full strength." 

• S«c No. 4 of the Appendix. 
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As Ae constdeniU(m oC' the uncertainty of 
iiuman life drew from me some lines thereon, 
so the sense I had of the folly of mankind, in 
mis-spending the little time allowed them in 
evil ways, and vain sports, led me more par- 
ticularly to trace the several courses wherein the 
■gencniUty of men run, unprofitably at best, if 
not to their hurt and ruiti ; which I intro- 
duced with that axiom of the preacher, 
Eccles; i. 2.» 

After I had tlius enumerated some of tlie 
-many vanities, in which the generality of men 
mis-spend their, time, I sang an ode in praise 
ofvirtue.t 

1664. About this time, my father resolving 
to sell his estate, and having reserved fc^ hiii 
own use such parts of his household goods as 
he thought fit ; not willing to take upon himself 
the trouble of selling the rest, gave them unto 
me. Whereupon I went down tO'Growell, 
and having before given, notice, there, and 
thereabouts, that I intended .a public sale of 
tiiem, I sokl them, and thereby put same mo- 
ney intomy pocket. Yet I sold such things 
only as 1 judged useful; leaving the pictures 
and armour (of which there was some- store 
there) unsold. 

Not long after this my . lather sent for me 
to come to him at London, about some biisi- 
ness; which, when I came there, I understood 

• See No. S of the Appendii- 
t See No. 6 of ibe Aiipeudia. 
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was to-jua ividi hiAi- in tbe Bale of his .estate, 
which the purchaser required for his own saM- 
faction and safety ; I beijng then tbe next ^inr 
to it in taw. And although I might fH-obi^ 
have made some advantageous tertns for V^r 
self by standing off, yet when I was satisfi^ 
by counsel that there mms no entait upon it, or 
right of reversion to me, but that he mi^ 
lawfully dispose of it as he pleased, I readily 
joined with him in the sale, without askkig 
or having the least gratuity or compensati^B ; 
no, not so much as the fee I had g:iven to cooa- 
set, to secure me from any danger in doing 
it. 

1665. There liaving been, some time be- 
fore this, a very severe law made against tbe 
Quakers by name, and more particularly pro- 
hibiting our meetings under the sharpest pe*- 
' alties, of five pounds for the first offence so 
called, ten pounds for the second, atut banisbf 
ment for the third ; under pain of felony for 
escaping or returning without license.— 
Which law was looked upon to have heoa pro- 
cured by tbe bi&hops, in order to bring us toB 
conformity to their way of worship: Iwrote 
a few lines in way of dialogue between a Bishop 
and a Quaker, which I called "■Coniona^ 
Prest and Represt."* 

No sooner was this cruel law mode, but^ 
vvas put in execution with great severity. The 
sense whereof working strongly on my spirit, 

• See No. 7 of the Appendix, 
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made i«e cry earnestly to the Lwd, that he 
wOuklarise, and set up his righteous judg- 
fn«Ht in the earth, for the deliverance of hts 
peofde fronir all their enemies, both inward 
aid outward : and in these terms I uttered 
it.* . 

Although the storm raised by the act for 
ba^ahment, fell with the greatest iveight and 
force upon some other parts, as at London, 
Hertford, 8cc. yet we were not, in Bucking* 
hamshire, whoUy exempted therefrom, for a 
^pt bf that shower reached us also. 

For a friend of Amersham, whose name was 
Edward Perot, or Parret, departing this life, 
and notice being given that bfa body would be 
buried there on such a d^, which was the 
first day of the fifth Month, 166S, the Friends 
of the adjacent parts of the country resorted 
pretty generally to the burial ; so that there 
was a fair appearance of Friends and neigh- 
bours, the deceased having been well beloved 
by both. 
' Afier we had spent some time together in 
fite house, Mot^n Watkins, who at that time 
happened to be at Isaac Penington's, being 
ivith us, the body was taken up and borne on 
Friends* shoulders along the street, in order to 
be carried to the burying-ground, which was 
te the towns.end { being part of an orchard 
belonging to the deceased, which he in his 
Kfe time had appointed for that service. 

• See No- 8 of the Appei"i\«' 
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It SO happened, that one Ambrose Benett, a 

barrister at law, and a justice of the peace for 
that county, riding through the town that 
morning in his way to Alesbury, was by some 
ill -disposed person or other, informed that 
there was a Quaker to be buried there that day; 
and that most of the Quakers in the country 
were come thither to the burial. 
. Upon this he set up his horses and staid ; 
and when we (not knowing any thing of his 
design against iis) went innocently forward, to 
perform our christian duty, for the interment 
of our friend, he rushed out of his inn upon 
us, with the constables, and a rabble of rude 
fellows whom he had gathered together ; and 
having his drawn sword in his hand, struck 
one of the foremost of the bearers with it» 
commanding them to set down the qoffin. 
But the Friend who was so stricken (whosi 
name was Thomas Dell) being more coneern. 
ed forthe safety of the dead body, than his own^ 
lest it should fall from his shoulder, and any in- 
decency thereupon follow, held die coffin fast ; 
which the justice observing, and being 
enraged that his word (how unjust soever) was 
not forthwith obeyed, set his hand to the coSn^ 
and with a forcible thrust threw it off from the 
bearer's shoulders, so that it fell to the ground 
in the midst of the street, and there we were 
forced to leave it. , 

For immediately thereupon, the. justice giv- 
ing command for the apprehending us, the 
constables with the rabble fell on us, and drew 
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some, and drove others into the inn ; giving 
thereby an opportunity to the rest to walk 
away. 

Of those that were thus taken I was one.- 
And being, with many more, put into a room 
under a guard, we were kept there til) ano- 
ther justice (called Sir Thomas Clayton, whom 
justice Bcnett had sent for to join with him in 
committing us) was come. And then, being 
called forth severally before them, they picked 
out ten of us, and committed us to Alesbury 
gaol, for what neither we nor they knew : For 
we were not convicted of having either done, 
or said uiy thing which the law could take 
hold (^i for they took us up in the open street, 
the king's highway, not doing any unlaw- 
ful act ; but peaceably carrying and ac(^m- 
panying the corps of our deceased friend, to 
bury it. Which they would not suffer us to do; 
but caused the body to lie in the open street, 
and in the cart-way, so that all the travellers 
that passed by, whether horse<men, coaches, 
Carts, or waggons, were fain to break out (^ 
the way to go by it, that they might not drive 
over it, until it was almost night. And then, 
having caused a grave to be made in the uncon- 
secrated part (as it is accounted) of that 
which is called the church-yard, they forci- 
bly took the body from the widow,- whose 
right and property it was, and buried it 
there. 

When the justices had delivered us prisoners 
to the constable, it being then late in the day, 
^2 
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which was the seventh-day of the week,iie j 
not wttlfng to go so far as Alesbury, nine long \ 
miles, with us that night, ncH* to put the 
town to the charge of keeping ua there that j 
night, and the first day and night following, 
dismissed us upon our parole to come to him . 
again at a set hour on the second-day TOorn- i 
ing : Whereupon we all went home to our i 
respective habitations ; and coining to him 
punctually according to promise, -were by 
him (without guard) conducted to the- prison.- 

The gaoler (whose name was Nathaniel 
Birch) had not long before behaved himself : 
very wickedly, with great rudeness and cruel- i 
ty to some of our Friends of the lower side of ' 
the county j whom he combining with the 
cterk of the peace, whose name was : Henry 
Wells, had contrived to get into his gaol, and 
afler they were legally discharged in court, 
detained them in prison, using great violence, 
and shutting them up close in the common gaol 
among the felons, because they would not give 
him his unrighteous demand of ices, which I 
they were the more straitened in, from his 
treacherous dealing with them. And they I 
having through suffering, maintained their 
freedom, and obtained their liberty, we 
were the more concerned to keep, what -they 
had so hardly gained ; and therefore resolved | 
not to make any contract or terms for either ' 
chamber-rent or fees, but to demand a free 
prison, which we did. 

When we came in, the gaoler was ridden 
out to wait on the judges, who came in that 
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day to -l3egin the assize ; and his wife was 
somewhat at a loss how to deal with us : But 
being a cunning woman, she treated us with 
great appearance of courtesy, offering us the 
choice of all her rooms ; and n hen we asked 
upon what terms, she still referred us to her 
husband, telling us she did not doubt but that 
he would be very reasonable and civil to us. 
. Thus she endeavoured to have drawn us to take 
possession of some of her chambers at a ven- 
ture,' and trust to her husband's kind usage. 
But we, who at the cost of our Friends had 
a proof of his kindness, were too wary to be 
dntwn in by the fair .words of a :woman, and 
therefore . told her we would not settle any 
where, till her. husband came home ; and then ~ 
wouldihave a free prison, wheresoever he put 
us. 

. Accordingly, walking all together, into the 
court of the prison, in which was a well of 
very good water ; and hav.ing beforehand sent 
ta a Friend lA tlte town, a widow woman, 
whose name was Sarah. Lambara,. to bring us 
some bread and cheese, we sat down upon tht 
ground: round about the well; and when we 
had eaten, we drank of the. water out of the 
well. 

Our great concern was for our friend Isaac 
Peningtop,, because of the tenderness of his 
constitution ; but he was so lively in his spirit, 
and so cheerfully given up to suffer, that he 
rather encouraged us, than needed any cdcou- 
ragement from us. 
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In this posture the gaoler, when he came 
home found us ; and having before he came to 
us consulted his wife, and by her understood 
on what terms we stood : When he came to 
us, he hid his teeth, and putting on a shew of 
kindness, seemed much troubled that we should 
sit there abroad, especially his old fHend Mr. 
Penington ; and thereupon invited as to come 
in, and take whatrooms in his house we pleas- 
ed ; we asked upon what terms letting him 
know withal, that we determined to have a free 
priiion. 

He, like the sun and wind in the fable, that 
strove which of them should take from the tra- 
veller his cloak, having, like the wind, tried 
rough, boisterous, violent means to our friends 
before, but in vain, resolved now to imitate 
the sun, and shine as pleasantly as he could 
upon us. Wherefore he told us, we should 
make the terms ourselves, and be as free as we 
desired : If we thought fit, when we were re- 
leased to give him any thing, be would thank 
us for it ; and if not, he would demand no* 
thing. 

Upon these terms we went in, and disposed 
ourselves ; some in the dwelling-house, others 
in the malt-house, where they chose to be. 

During the assize, we were brought before 
Judge Alorton a sour angry man who very 
rudely reviled us, but would not hear either 
us or the cause ; but referred the mater to the 
two justices who had committed us. 

They, when the assize was ended, sent for us 
to be brought before them at their inn, and 
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fined us as I remember six shillings and eight 
pence a- piece j which we consenting to pay, 
they committed us to prison again for one 
month irom that time, on the act for banish- 
ment. 

When we had lain there that month, I 
with another went to the gaoler ,to demand 
our liberty, which he readily granted ; telling 
us, The door should be opened, when we 
pleased to go. 

. .This answer of his I reported to the rest of 
my friends there, and thereupon we raised 
among us a small sum of money, which they 
put into my hand, for the gaoler : Whereupon 
I (taking another with me) went to the gaoler 
widi the nnoney in my hand ; and reminding 
him of the terms upon which we accepted the 
use of his rooms, I told him, That although 
we could not pay chamber-rent or fees, yet in- 
asmuch as he hajd now been civil to us, we 
were willing to acknowledge it by a small token; 
andthereupon gave him the money. He put- 
ting it into his pocket, said, I thank you and 
your friends for it ; and to let you see I take it 
as a gift, not a debt, I will not look on it, to see 
how much it is. 

The prison door being then set open for us, 
we went out, and departed to our respective 
homes. 

But before I left the prison, considering one 
(lay with myself the different kinds of liberty 
and confinement, freedom and bondage, I took 
my pen, and wrote the following ienigma, or 
riddle. 

v_ ■ Covgk 



THE LIF£ OS- 
LO! tan* k riUte to the wbe. 
In wbicb a iii7nei7 there iiei, 
Rud ii tbucfore with that eye. 
Which can £»ccni»i>i>itcry. 
TH£ nlDDLE. 
Some men &re free, vrhite che^ in prison lie, 
Oth*n, who ne'tr saw prison, captives die. 

He that can receive it, may. 
He that cannot, let him itay ; 
And not be hasty, but suipend 
Hii judgment, till he tees the end. 

He only'i free indeed, that'i free from tia, 
And be b faitett bound, that'i bound therein. 



Thli is the liberty I chiefly priie. 
The other withoat dtis I uin despUe. 

Some little time before I went to Alesbury 
prison, I was desired by my quondam master 
Milton to take an house for him in the neigh- 
bourhood where I dwelt, that he might go out 
of the city, for the safety of himself and his 
family ; the pestilence then growing hot in 
London, 1 took a pretty box for him in Giles- 
Chalfont, a mile from me ; of which I gave 
him notice, and intended to have waited on 
him and seen him well settled in it ; but was ' 
prevented by that imprisonment. 

But now lieing released and returned home, 
I soon made a visit to him, to welcome him in- . 
to the country. 
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After some oisinnuu discourses had passed 
between us, be called (oc a manuscript of his ; 
which being brought he delivered to me, bid> 
ding me take it home with me, and read it at - 
-my leisure, and when I had so done, return it 
to him, with my judgment thereupon. 

When I came home, and set myself to 
read it, I foand it was that excellent poem, 
which he entitled " Paradise Lost." After I 
had with the best attention, read it through, 
I made him another visit, and returned him 
his boolc, with due acknowledgment . of the 
'fovour he had done me in communicating it to 
me. He asked me how I liked it, and what 
I thought of it.; Mfhich I modestly but freely 
told him : and after some further discourse 
' about it, I pleasantly said to him, Thou hast 
said much here of paradise lost, but what hast 
thou to say of paradise found i He made me 
no answer, but sat some time in a muse, then 
brake off that discourse, and fell upon another 
subject. 

After the sickness was over, and the city 
■ well cleansed and become safely habitable 
again, he returned thither. And when after- 
wards I went to wait on him there, (which I sel< 
dom failed of doing, whenever my occasions 
drew me to London) he shewed me his second 
poem, called " Paradise Regained ;" and iu a 
pleasant tone said to me, This is owing to you ; 
for you put it into my head by the question you 
put to me at Chalfont ; which before I had not 
thought of. But from this digression I return 
to the &mily I then lived in. 
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We had hot been long at. home {about ii 
month, perhaps) before Isaac- Penington wai 
taken out of Ms house in an arbitrary maimeH 
by military force, ■ and carried prisoner tft 
Alesbury gaol again ; where he lay three*. 
quarters of a year, with g^at hazard of* hiji 
life, it being the sickness year, and the ptagu^ 
being not only in the town, but in the g^Ol. ' 

Meanwhile his wifc-andfamily were turned 
out of his house, called the Grange at Peter'sjl. 
Chatfont, by them who had seized upon liis 
estate. And the family being by riiat meahfc 
broken up, some went one way, others another 
Mary Pcnington herself, with her yoWng^ i 
children, went down tohcr husband at Aie4- j 
bury. Guli with her maid went to Brist<& 
to sec her former maid Anne Hersent, whb 
was married to a merchant of that city, 'Whose 
name was Thomas Biss ; I went to Aksbur* 
with the children, but not finding the pla6b 
agreeable to my health, I soon left it, and r(f- 
turning to Chalfont, took a lodging- and was 
dieted in the house of a friendly man, and 
after some time went to Bristol to' conduct ; 
Guli home. ' j 

Meanwhile Mary Penington took lodgings I 
in a farm-house called Bottrels, in the parish 
of Giles-Chalfont ; where, when we returned 
from Bristol we found her. 

We had been there but a very little time, j 
before I was sent to prison again, upon this oc- I 
casion. There was in those times a meeting 
once a month, at the house of George Salter, a 
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friend of Hedgerly, to which we sometiiaes 
went ; and Morgan Wadiins being with us, 
he and I, with Goli and her maid, and one 
Judith Parker, wife of Dr. Parker one of the 
collie ofphyaicians at London, with a maidak 
daughter of theirs (neither of whom were Qua- 
kers, but as acquaintance c^ Mary Peningtoa, 
were with her on a visit) walked over to that 
meeting, it being about ttie middle of the first 
month, and the weather good. 

This place was about a mile from the house 
of Ambrose Benett, the justice, who the sum- 
mer before had sent me and some other Friends 
to Alesbury prison, from the burial of £dward 
Parret of. Amersham ; and he (by what meana 
I know not) getting notice, not only of the 
ineeting, but, as was supposed, of our being 
there, came himself to it ; and as he came, 
catched up a stack wood-stick» big enough to 
hare knocked any man dowa, and brought it 
^ith him hidden under his cloak. 

Being come to the house he stood for awhile 
vithout the door-, and out of «ght ; listening 
to heajT w)iat w.as said, for Moi^n was thea 
speaking in tlK meeting. But certainly he 
heard very imperfectly, if it was true which 
we heard he said afterwards among his com- 
paaioos as an argument, that Morgan was a 
jfesuit, viz. That in tus preaching he trolled 
over his Latin as fluently as ever he heard any 
one ; whereas, Morgan (good man !) was bet- 
teic versed in Welsh, than in Latin; which, I 
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suppose, he had never* learned, I am sure he 
did not understand it. . ' 

When this martial justice (who at Amcr- 
sham had with his drawn sword- struck an un- 
armed man, who be knew wodid not strik<j 
again) had now stood some time abroad, on a 
sodden he rushed in among: us, with the stack- 
wood-stick held up in his hind ready to strike ; 
crying oat, Make way there ; and an ancient 
woman not getting soon errough out of his way,' 
he struck her with the stick a shrewd blow 
over the breast. Then pressing through the 
crowd to the place where Morgan stood, be 
plucked him from thence ; and caused so ^reiB 
a disorder in the room, that it brake the meet-' 
ing up ; yet would not the people go away' 
or disperse themselves, but tarried to seewloi! 
the is^ue would be 

Then taking pen and paper, he sat down at 
the table among- us, and asked several of air 
our names, which we gave, and he set dbwt{ 
in writing. 

Amongst othershe asked- Judith Parker, thilf 
doctor's wife, what hername Was, which'^W 
readily gave ; and thence taking occasion to' 
discourse Rim, she so overmastered him by 
clear reason, delivered in fine language, that 
he, glad to be rid of her, struck out her name; 
and dismissed her; yet did not she remove, but 
kept her place amongst us. 

When be had taken what, number of names 
he thought fit, he singled out half a dozen ; 
whereof Morgan was one, I another, one man 
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more, aod tbree w«raen, of which the voman 
of the house was one, ahhough her hu^and 
then was, and for divers years before had been, 
a [n-isoner in the Fket for .tithes, and had no- 
body to take care of his family and business 
but her his wife. 

AVe six he committed to Alcsbury gaol. 
Which when the doctor's wife heard him read 
to the constable, she attacked him again; ai>d 
having put him in mind that it was a sickly 
time, and that tiie pestilence was reported to 
be in that place, she in handsome terms desir> 
ed him to consider in time, how he would an- 
fwer the cry of our blood, if by his sending us 
to be shut up in an infected place, we should 
fosc our Jives there. This made him alter his 
purpose, and by anew mittimus sent us to the 
house of correction at Wiccomb. And al> 
tbough he committed us upon the act for ban- 
^raent, which limited a certain time for im- 
prisonment, yet he in his mittimus limited no 
time, but ordered us to be kept till we shoukl 
be^delivered by due course of law; so little 
regardful was he, though a lawyer, of keeping 
to the letter of the law. 

We were copimitted on the thirteenth day 
of the month called M^rch, Ifi65, and were 
kept closp prisoners there till the seventh day 
of the (nontJi e^Ued June, 1666 ; which was 
some daysabove twelve weeks, and much above 
what the act required. 

1666. Thenwerewe sent fortothe justice's 
bouse, and the rest being released, Morgan 
Watkins and I were required to find sureties 
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for our appearance at the next assize; whidi 
we refusing to do, were committed anew to 
oitr old prison, the' house of corfcction ai 
Wiccomb, there to tie until the next assizes: 
Morgan being, in this second mittimus, repre- 
sented as a notorious offender in preaching; . 
and I, as being upon the second conviction, 
in order to banishment. There we lay till the i 
twenty-fifth of the same month ; and then, l^ 
thefevourof theearl of Ancram, being brought 
before him at his House, we were discharged 
from the prison, upon our promise to appear, 
if at liberty and in health, at the assizes. ; 
Which we did, and were there discharged by 
proclamation. I 

During my imprisonment in this prison, T 
betoolt myself for an employment, to mailing 
of nets for kitchen service, to boil herbs, Btc 
in ; which trade I learned of Morgan Watkinsj 
and selling some, and giving others, 1 pretr^ 
well stocked the Friends of that country with 
them. 

Though in that confinement I. was not very 
well saited with company for conversation; ; 
Morgan's natural temper not being very agree- i 
able to mine, yet we kept a fair and brotherly 
correspondence, as became fViendSj prison- 
fellows and bed-fellows ; which we were. And 
indeed it was a good time I think' to usaH) 
for I found it so to me ; the Lord being graci- 
ously pleased to visit my soul- with the refresh. 
ing dews of his divine lifcj whereby ray spirit 
was more and mwe quickened to him, and 
truth gained ground in me aver the tenqi- 
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UtWns and snares of the enemy, Which fre- 
ijuently raised in my heart thanksgivings and 
praises unto the Lord. And at one time tnoro 
especi^ly, the sense I had of the prosperity 
of truth, and the spreading thereof, filling 
my heaft with abundant joy, made my cup 
orerflow, and the following lines dropped out. 

■For troth I soBer bonds, in tnilh I live. 
And unto tnltb thii teilintODf give i 
ThM truth ihAtL OTSf bU eialteil be. 
And in dominion reign for evennore : 
The child'* aljrtadj born, ihai tbii may leej 
Honour, pT«i*e, (lory be to Cod tharefoie. 

And underneath thus, 

Tho' death and hell should a^inst truth combine, 
Its glory ihall through alt their dukness thine. 

: This I saw with an eye of faith, beyond the 
^ch of human sense. For, 

Ai nrong; delire 
Draw* object! nlgher 
In apprehen«on> thun indeed tbej ere i - 
'; ' -1. *r'ttb »n Of* 

That pierced iufjk. 
Did ftlni of truih'i frotpetltf declare. 

■ After we had been discharged at the assizes; 
t returned to Isaac Penington's family at Bot- 
trel's in Ghalfoiit ; and, as I remember, Mor- 
gan Watkinswith me; leaving Isaac Penington 
a prisoner in Alcsbury ^ol. 

The lodgings we had in tJiis farm-housft 

.(Bottrel's) proving too strait and inconvenient 

B 2 



198 THE tTtfOr ' 

for the family, I took larger and better \odg- 
ings for them in Berrie-house, at Amersbdnit 
%vhtther we went at the time called Michaelmas, 
having spent the summer at the other [>Uce. 

1667. Some time after, was that memtvabtt 
meeting, appointed to be holden at Londmi ■ 
through a divine opening in the motion of 1>(<^ 
in that eminent servant and prophet of God, 
George Fox ; for the restoring and bringing ift 
again those who had gone out from trurti, and 
the holy unity of Friends tberem, by the raeaaB 
and ministry of John Perrot. 

This man came pretty early among Friendi, I 
and too early took upon him the ministerill | 
office i and being, though little in person, yet 
great in opinion of himself, nothing less woifld 
serve him than to go and convert the Pope": 
in order whereunto, he (having a b^ter ihjili ' 
than himself, John Luff, to accompany Mm) 
travelled to Rome, where they had not beCh ; 
long, ere they were taken up and clapped intt) > 
prison ; Luff, as I remember, was -put a the 
Inquisition, and Perrot in their ^(Uaoi, V j 
hospital for madmen. • 

LuffdiediniM-ison,riotwithoutwe1l-groimd- I 
ed suspicion of being murdered there ; b«t 
Ferrot lay there some time, and now and ihctt 
sent over an epistle to be printed here, writw i 
in such an affected and phantastic style, as ' 
might have induced an indifferent reader W * 
believe, they had suited the place of his coa- 
finement to his condition. 

After some time, through the mediation of 
Friends, (who hoped better ^ him than he 
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proved) with some person of note and interest 
^Wre, he was released, and came back for 
Ec^land. And the report of his great sufler- 
ii\gs there, (far greater in report than in real- 
ity) joined with a singular shew of sanctity, so 
&r opened the hearts of many tender and conu 
pasatonate Friends towards him, that it gave 
Jtdm the advantage of insinuating himself into 
,their affectitms and esteem, and made way 
ior the more ready propagation of that peciK 
Jiar «rror of his, of keeping (Hi the hat in time 
of prayer, as well public as private, unless they 
,had an immediate motion at that time to put 
,it off. 

Now although I had not the least acquaint- 
;.flnce with this man, not having everexchang- 
;ed a. word with him, though I knew him 
ihy sight ; nor had I any esteem of him, for 
(Ct^r his naturaLparts or ministerial gift, but 
tracer a dislike of liis aspect, preaching and 
1 way of writing; yet this error of his being 
-jbroached in the time of my infancy, and 
^weakness of judgment as to truth, (while I 
lived privately in London, and had little 
..Cfmverse with Friends) I, amongst the many 
;HrhQ were catched in that snare, was taken with 
idie notion, as what then seemed to my weak 
.understanding, suitable to the doctrine of a 
^iritual dispensadon. And the matter com- 
ing to warm debates, both in words and wri- 
ting, I, in a misguided zeal, was ready to 
.have entered the lists of contention about it ; 
not then seeing what spirit it proceeded from, 
«ad was managed by ; nor forejseelng the ^*« 
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order and confusion ui worship which must 
naturally attend it. 

■ But as I had no evil intention or sinister 
end in engaging in it, but was simply betray. 
ed by the specious (ffctence and shew of greater 
spirituality, the Lord, in tender compassion 
to my soul, was graciously pleased to open my 
understanding, and give me a clear sight of 
tiie enemy's design in this work, and drew 
me off from the practice of it, and to bear 
testimony against it, as occasion offered. 

But when that solemn meeting was appoint* 
ed at London, for a travel in spirit on behalf 
of those who had thus gone out, that they 
might rightly return, and be sensibly received 
into the unity of the body again, my spirit re- 
joicedi and with gladness of heatt I went to 
it ; as did many more of both city and coun- 
try ; and with great simplicity and humility 
of mind, did honestly and openly acknoW' 
ledge our outgoing, and take condemnation 
fand shame to ourselves. And somt^ that lived 
at too remote a distance in this nation, as 
well as beyond the seas, upon notice given oS 
that meeting, aiid the intended service of it, 
did the like by writing, ih letters directed to^ 
and openly read in the meeting, which for 
that purpose was continued many days. 

Thus, in the motion of life, were the heal- 
ing waters stirred ; and many through the 
virtuous power thereof, restored to soundriessj 
imd indeed not many lost. And though most 
of these who thus returned, were sucb as 
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with myself, had before renounced the error, 
and forsaken the practice ; yet did we sensibly. 
find, that forsaking without confessing (in 
case of public scandal) was not sufficient ; 
but that an open acki^owledgment, of open 
oiTences, as well as forsaking them, was ne- 
cessary to the obtaining complete remission. 

Not long after this, George Fox was moved 
of the Lord to travel through the countries, 
from county to county, to advise and encour- 
age Friends to set up monthly and quarterly 
meetings, for the better ordering the affairs of 
the church, in taking care of the poor, and 
exercising a true gospel-discipltne, for a due 
dealing with any that might walk disorderly 
under our name, and to see that such as should 
marry among us, did act fairly and clearly in 
that respect. 

1 668. When he came into this county, I was 
one of the many Friends that were with him, at 
the meeting for that purpose. And afterwards 
I travelled with Guli and her maid into the 
west of England to meet him there, and to 
visit Friends in those parts ; and we went as 
far as Topsham in Devonshire, before we found 
him. He had been in Cornwall, and was then 
returning, and came in unexpectedly at Top- 
sham, where we then were providing, if he 
had not then come thither, to have gone that 
day towards Cornwall. But after he was come 
to us, we turned back with him through De- 
vodshire, Somersetshire and Dorsetshire ; 
having generally yery good meetings where he 
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was : and the work he was chiefly cop{xrned 
in went on very prosperously and well, without 
any 'opposition or dislike, save that in thff 
general meeting of Friends in Dorsetslure, 
a quarrelsome man, who had gone out from 
Friends in John Ferret's business, and haU not 
come rightly in again, but continued in the 
practice of keeping on his hat in time of 

?rayer, to the great trouble and o£Fen6e rf 
riends, began to cavil, and raise disputes, 
which occasioned some interruption and dis^ 
turbance. 

Not only George, and Alexander Parker 
(«'ho was with him> but divers of the ancient 
Friends of that country, endeavoured to qui^' 
that troublesome man, and make himsensiblq 
of his error; but his unruly spirit would still 
be opposing what was said unto him, and jus* 
tifying himself in that practice. This brought 
a great weight and exercise upon me, who 
sat at a distance in the outward part of thQ 
meeting, and after I had for some time bore 
the burthen thereof, I stood up in the coiw 
straining power of the Lord, and in great ten* 
derness of spirit, declared unto the m,eeting, 
and to that person more particularly, how it 
had been with me in that respect; how I had 
been betrayed into that wrong practice, how 
strong I had been therein, and how the Lord 
had been graciously pleased to shew me th« 
evil thereof, and recover ine out of it. 

This coming unexpectedly frommc, a young 
man, a stran|;er, and one who had not inter* 
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medled whh the business of the -rneeling, had 
(hat efifect upon the caviller, (hat if it did not 
9ati^ htm, h did at least silence him, and 
made him for the present sink down and be 
stillj without giving any further disturbance to 
Ifte meeting. And the Friends were wel( 
pleased with this unlooked-for testimony from 
ttie ; ■ and I was glad that I had that opportunity 
to Confess to the truth, and to acknowledge 
once niore in So public a manner, the mercy 
and goodness of the Lord to me therein. 

By the time we came back from thjs journey, 
fliestimmer was pretty far gone, and the fol- 
lowing winter I spent with the children of the 
femily as before, without any remarkable al- 
teration in ray circumstances, until the next 
.tprrng, when I found in myself a disposition of 
mind to change my single life for a married 
state. 

160. I had always entertaibed so high a 
regard for marriage, as it, was a div4ne inslitu- 
tien, that I held it not lawful to make it a sort 
of political trade to rise in the world by. And 
therefore as I could not but, in my judgment, 
blaii^e such ais I found made it their business 
to hunt after, and endeavour to gain those who 
were accounted great fortunes ; not so much 
regarding what she is, as what she has, but 
making wealth the chief, if not the only thing 
they aimed at ; so I resolved to avoid in my 
own practice, that course j ahd how much so- 
ever my condition might have prompted me 
as well as others, to seek advantage that way, 
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never to engage on the account of riches, 04c 
at all to marry, tilljudiciousaSection drewj^e 
to it, which I now began to feel at work in rnf 
breast. ' " 

The object of this afiectioQ was a Friend 
whose name was Mary Ellis, whom for divert 
years I had had an acquaintance with, in the 
way of common friendship only, and in whoni 1 
I thought 1 then saw those fair prints of 
truth and solid virtue, which I afterwards ibuun^ 
in a sublime degree in her ; but what hfv 
condition in the world was, as to estati^ 
I was wholly a stranger to, nor .desired ty 
know. 

I had once, a year or two before, had aq | 
opportunity to do her a small piece of servicqi 
which she wanted some assistance in ; wherein 
I acted with all sincerity and freedom of 
mind, not expecting, or desiring any ad? 
vantage by her, or reward from her ; being 
very well satisfied in the act itself, that I 
had served a friend, and helped the help- 
less. 

That little intercourse of cpmmon kindness 
between us ended, without the least thougluc 
{I am verily persuaded on her part; well-aq- ' 
sured on my own) of any other or further re- 
lation, than that of free and fair friendship: 
nor did it at that time, lead us into any 
closer conversation, or more intimate acquain- 
tance one with the other, than had been be-^ 
fore- 

But some time (and that a good while) af- 
ter, I found tny heart secretly drawn, and in- 

. CuugW 
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tttnir^ towards lier; yet was I not haity in 
, proposing, but watted to feel a satisfactory set* 
Hetattnt (^ mind thenin, before I made any 
step tberetO' 

"After some time, I tdok an opportunity to 
ipen my mind therein, unto my m uch honour- 
edfriends, Isaac and Mary Penington, who 
ften stoo^ parentum /oco, in the place or stead 
of parents* to me. They having- solemnly 
weighed the matter, expressed their unity 
SiCTewith : and indeed their approbation there- 
to xni no E(n\all confirm.ation to me therein. 
¥et took I further deliljeration, often retiring 
in spirit to the Lord, and crying; to him for di- 
ttcnon, before I addressed myself to her. At 
length, as I w^s sitting all alone, waiting upon 
ihe Lord for counsel and guidance in this, in it- 
Sblf, and to me so important affair, 1 felt 
a'^1(^rd sweetly rise in me, as if I had heard 
f'Voice, which said. Go and prevail. And 
ratli springing in my heart with the word, I 
iflimediately arose and went, nothing doubt' 
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l^hen I was come to her lodgings, (whicA 
were about a mile from me) her maid told 
Hie she was in her chamber, for having been 
under some indispc^ltion of body, which had 
obliged her to keep her chamber, she had not 
yet left it. Wherefore I desired the maid to 
acquaint her mistress, that I was come to give 
i>er a visit; whereupon I was invited to _go 
Uf to her. And af^er some little time spent 
iti common ctmversation, feeling my spirit 
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weightilj concerned, I soleini^ opened Ajt 
mind unto her, with respect to the particulw 
bosiness I came about ; which I soon peroeivoi 
was a great surprisal to her, for she badrt^oi 
ill an apprehension (as others also haf! .< 
that mine eye had been fixed elsewh 
nearer home. 

. I used not many words to he . 
a divine power went along w'. 
and. fixed the nutter expm>< ' i^ ' .,« 

fast in her breast, that ( • ■ • ■ tiwds 
acknowledged to me) st ' ' shut it 

out. r 

I tn&de at that tiaK .'. >' visit. For 

having told her I . ■• ii t :'.ct an anslwit^ 
from her now; but . • :.■; '-.e would, in-thc 
most solemn manner, v, 'i -jie proposal laade, 
and iit dnc time ^ve me such an answer ihatA- 
onto, . as the Lord should give ber : I took luj. 
leave of her, and departed ; leaving the issue 
to the Lord. 

• I bad a journey then at hand, which I forcp 
saw would take me up about two weeks timet 
Wherefore, .the day before I was to set onti 
I went to visit ber again : to acquaint ber witb- 
my journey, and excuse my absence : : not yet 
pressing her ibr an answer ; but assuring Ker, 
that I felt in myself an increase of aQbottoB 
to her, and hoped tcf. receive a suitable rer 
turn from her in the Lord's time ; tcuwhom^In- 
the mean time, 1 <:Omniitted both lierj m^ 
self, and the concern between us. And imkea. 
1 found at my return, that I could not have 
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left it in a^betfeT^hand ; for tbc Loid bad been 
my adToeate in my ab^nce, and had so far 
hnswered all her objections, that when I came 
to her again, she rather acquainted me with 
them, titan urged them. 

} .-From that lime forwards we entertained 
each other with afiectionate kindness in order 
to marriage ; which yet we did not hasten to, 
but went on doiiberately. Neither did 1 use 
titose vulgar ways of courtship, by making 
fifequent and rich presents : not only for that 
tny ■ dutwafd condition would not comixirt 
with the expense, but because I liked not to 
obtain by such means, bot preferred an un- 
brilied affection. 

' While this afiair stood thus with me, I bad 
occasion to take another journey into Kent and 
Susses ; which yet I would not mention here, 
but for a particular accident which befel me 
on the way. 

Theoccasionofthisjoumey was this. Mary 
Penington'B daughter Guli intending to go to 
her uncle Spriogett's inSussex , and from thence 
amiongst her tenants, her mother desired me 
t» accompany her, and assist her in her busi- 
tiesS' with her tenants. 

We-tarried at London the first night, and 
set out next morning on the Tunbridge-road ; 
and Seven-Oak lying-in our way, we put in, 
there to bait ; but truly,, we had much ado to 
g«t either provisions or room for ourselves 
or oar horses ; the house was so filled with 
.|riiests, and thos.e not of the better sort. For 
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the dttke oi York beit^, as we were told, on 
the road that day for the Wells, divers of his 
guards, and the meaner sort of his retinue; 
had near filled all the inns there. 

I left John Gigger, who waited on Gu!t itj 
this journey, and was afterwards her meQial 
servant, to take care for the horses, while t 
did the like, as well as I could for her. I got 
a little room to put her into, and having shol 
her into it, went to see what relief the kitchen 
would afford us, and with much ado, by pray-' 
ing hard, and paying dear, I got a small joiiif 
of meat from the spit ; which served rather t^ 
stay, than satisfy our stomachs, for we tvere bQ 
pretty sharp set. ! 

After this short repast, being weary of our 
quarters, we quickly mounted, and took tbo 
road again; willing to hasten from a place 
where wie found nothing but rudeness ; fb^ 
the Roysters, who at that time swarmed therej 
besides the damning oaths they belched out at 
«ne another, )ook«l very sourly on us, as If 
tfiey grudged us both the hco-ses wcintde^ and 
the clothes we wore: 

A knot of thesesoon fbUowed us, designing 
(as we afterwards found) to put an abuse upon 
us, and make themselves sport with us. Wc 
had a spot of fine, smootli, sandy way, where;- 
on the horses trod so sofdy, that we heard 
them not till one of them was upon us. ' 1 
was then riding abreast with Guli, and dis; 
coursing with her ; when on a sudden, hearing 
a littfe noise, and turning mine eye. that way, 
I saw an horseman coming up on the further 
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side of her horse, having his left arm stretched 
out, just ready to take her about the waist, 
and pluck her off backwards from her own 
hone, *o lay her before him upon his. I bad 
but Just time to thrust forth my stick between 
fiim and her, and bid lum stand off, and at the 
same time reining my horse to let- hers 
go' before me, thrust in between her and him ; 
and being better mounted than he, my horse 
mn him off. But his horse being, though 
greater than mine, yet nimble, he slipt by me 
and got up to her on the near side, endeavour- 
ing to ofter abuse to her ; to prevent which, 
I thrust in upon him again j and in our jostling, 
we cftrovje her horse quite out of the ,way,- arid 
almost into the next hedge. ■ 
' While we were thus contending, I beard a 
s<Nse of Idud laughter behind us ; and turn- 
ing my head that way, I saw ■ three or four 
W^e-ineti mbre, who could scarce sit their 
Itorses for laughing, to see the sport theii; 
fotnpttiion made with us. From . thence I 
saw it was a plot laid ; and that this rude fel- 
w^ was noi to be dallied with; wherefore I 
bestiired myself the more to keep him off( 
tttirtionishing him to take warning in timrfj 
tod give over his abilsivencss, lest he re- 
pented too late. He had in his hand a sh<»t 
thick tnmcheon, which he held up at me,; 
tmi which laying hold with a strong gripe, 
I suddenly wrenched it out of his hand, aijd 
direw.it at as .far a distance behind •as I 
could-- : ■ ■ . . ..: , 
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' White he rode back to fetch his' trunclROBi^ 
I called up honest Joha Gigger ; wha was iiH 
deed a right honest mui, and of a tennqier so 
thoroughly peaceable, that he had not hithcxta 
put in at all. But now I roused him, and tnd 
faim ride so close up to bis mistress's horse, o> 
the further side, that no horse might, thrust ia 
between, and I would endeavour to fpuard this 
nearside* But he^ good man, nocthinkingit^ 
perhaps, decent enough for him to' ride -so. t>eai 
bis mistress; left room enough for another M 
ride between. And' indeed, so soon a& eui: 
brute had recovered his truncheon, he caiui 
up directly thither ;• and bad thrust in agaii^ 
bad not I, by: a nimble turn, chopt in i^hu him 
and kept him at a bay. :. 

■■ 1 tb^^old h'un I had hitherto sp^tfi Mm, 
but wilted hlna not to provoke me ftirtlMA 
This -l-fipake with such a .tone, as besp^LB^an 
highr resentment < of the abuse put upon «w.i 
and wiihal pressed so cdose upon him wiik m;§ 
horse, thaX 1 auSered hitn sot to come «)p aajr 
more to Guli. 

■ This his Qompanictiis, wlw ke;^ w-eqwil 
distance behind m, both heard and saw j ait^ 
thereupon two of tbem'advancisg, oame ap to 
tis. 1 then thought I ini^t Ukely have my 
hands full ; but Providence turned itotherwistft 
for they seeing the contest rise sd bi^, ■m 
prc^ably fearing . it would rise higlwpj not 
flowing where it might stop, came in to part 
US; Vhicb they did by taking him away, <}nc 
'of them leading his horse by the bridle, and 



Uie«(her dnvioi^ him. on with hts whip^ and 
soicamed him off. ) 

,< Owof theirconipany.9taid ye^behind. And 
ifM ba|>p«Qing, that a great shower just then 
felt, we betook pvrselves for. shetter to a thick 
and well-spread, Qak> which stpod hard bji 
Tbiihtr also cftnie that other .person who wd« 
tine dike's livery; and wbiie we put on our de* 
Jeneiv.e.igarineuts,.-agAipsi Uiew«»thcp. whkh 
then set in to be wet, he'toqk the.oppoituiritjr 
to discourse with nw about the van that had 
heea^so rude to. U9; endeavouring to excuse 
hiniy by alleging that he had drank a little toe - 
liberally. 1 let him know, that ojie vice would 
iPQt CACoae another.! tliat aUhougb but one of 
them wa^ actually coocerneti in the abuse, yet 
^bhe and the rest .of them,, were abettora 
iiEJt, and acpeasorics to it ; that I was not igv 
Aorant. whose tivery they wore, and was wcE 
,ai»ured their lord would not naaintaio them in . 
^qiamittuig such outr,agie8 upon tniHcllera ob 
\the road, to our injury, and his diahonoura 
that I und«^toDd the duke wds oomiag dewHv 
!|u>i^.tba tiiey. might eKpe«t (o be calkd Jo sn 
iJHKOiutt for this riide .action. ■ J ' 

- (ic'theii beggetl hard (haj: wfi would pass'hy 
llK.offeace, and caftli^inoicomplaint to tbeik 
:lMrd, for h¥ knew, he ,aald, the duke would be 
'««ry 8«verei and it would be the utter ruia^ 
'the ^ui^. nan. .When. he had .said wibat he 
: ooMld, he wiei}t oCTbfJbnB us* tfcithout any fiprouod 
.^renhim to expect favour i. widiWh^;we4iad 
fitted ^opFKlv^s for the wMthier* wfl fbllowcd, 
after our own pace. 
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I When we came to Tunbridge, I set John- | 
Gigger foremost, bidding him lead on brisli:ly^ I 
through the ' town ; and placing Guli in ■ tt«. j 
middle, I came close up after her, that I might' 
both observe and interpose, if any fresh abu5<^ 
should have been offered her. We were expcct-- 
ed, I perceived; for, though it rained very I 
hard, the street was thronged with men, who ! 
ibokcd .very earnestly on us,' but did not put 
i|ny affrcuit upon US'. 

i We "had a good way to ride beyond Tun- 
bridge, and beyond the Wells, in by-ways^: 
■among the woods, and were the later for the. I 
hinderance we had- had on the way. Aui 
'When being come to Harbart Springett's bouse» , ' 
Ggli- acquainted her uncle what danger and" 
Xrotible she had gone through on the way ; heii 
resented it so high, that he would hav^ had, 
the persons prosecuted for it. But, ' Gincei 
Providence had interposed, and so well pre- 
serred and delivered her, she chose to pass by. 
ihe offence. 

, Wh^n Guli' had Wished the businesB she^ I 
went liptm, we ^«turned home, and IdetivCTed, I 
hey safe to her glad mother. From that timet 
forward,' I contiriufed my visits to my best be- 
loved friend, until we married ; which was on_ 
the 28lh day of the 8th month, called Ocloberj." 
intheyear 1669. We took each other in a, se- 
lect nieeiing, of the ancient and grave Frieftdsi 
!oftba^ country, Itoklen in a Friend's' house, 
iwhCTc, in' those times, hot only the monthly^ 
irxeQling fbir basiness, but the public-meeting 
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Sx. VfOrshtp was sometimes kept. A very no- 
lemn meeung it was, and in a weighty frame 
oT, spirit we were J in which we sensibly felt 
^'Lord with us, ajid joining us, the sens^ 
whereof remained with us all pur life time i 
afid was of good service, and very comfortably 
to us on all occasions. ' ' - 

. My YieiEt care after marriage, was to secure 
to my wife what money she had, and with 
hCTself, bestowed upon me. For I" held it 
would be an abominable crime in me, and sa? 
Voiirof the higher ingratitude, if I, though 
but through negligence; should leave room for 
my father in case I should be taken away sud- 
denly, to break in upon her estate ; and de> 
prive h€T of any part of that which had been, 
and ought to be her own. Wherefore with the 
first opportunity, as I remember, the very next 
day, and before I knew particularly what she 
had, I made my will ; and thereby secured to 
her whatever I was pos^ssed of, as well all 
that Which she brought either in money, or in 
goods, as that little which I had before I mar- 
ried her : which indeed was but little, yet 
more, by all that little than I had ever given 
ber ground to expect with me. 

She had indeed been advised by some of her 
relations, to secure before marriage, sonle part 
at least, of what she had, to be at her own 
disposal. Which, though perhaps not wholly 
free from some tincture of self-interest in the 
proposer^ was not in itself, the worst of 
counsel. But the worthiness of her mind^ 
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'and the 'se'nse-6f the ground on which sliert- 
deiTcd me, would not suffer her to eritertain j 
any suspicion of me ; and this laid on me the 
Ifreater obligation in point of gratitude, aswcB | 
as of justice, to regard and secure her, which 
I did. 

I had not been long married, before I'lvas 
solicited by my d6ar friends Isaac and Mary 
Penington, and her daughter Guli, to take a 
journey into Kent and Sussex, to account with 
their tenants, and overlook their estates in 
those countries, which before I was married 
I had had the care of; and accordingly the 
joumey I undertook, though in the depth of , 
winter. 

My travels into those parts tvere the more 
irksome to me, from the solitariness I under- 
went, and want of suitable society. For my 
business lying among the tenants, who were a 
nistia sort of people, of various persuasions 
and- humours, but not Friends. I had little op' 
portunity of conversing with Friends, though 
I contrived to be with them as much as ' f 
could, especially on the first day of the week; 
' But that which made my present jouf nty 
more heavy to me,- was a swrowful exercise 
which was newly fallen upon me from my fa- 
ther, harder to be borne than any I had evee 
met with before. 

He had, upon my first acquainting him with 
my inclination to inarry, and to whom, not 
<wily very much approved the match, and vo- 
luntarily oflered, without my either asking cr 
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*M>^i>g» to give IDC a handapiM ^>prttQO^ Mi. 
prQ6pnt,r with assurance of an addition t(» it 
ItqFC^Itcr. And be not .only made- this Q&r tQ 
in?, in private, but came ^vfft- from London 
intp t}ie county, o)i pgrp(»e to be better aci 
quaioied with my fricQd ; and c^d tbore make 
tb^s^mi^ proposal to. her ; pf£erii>g also.to giv« 
^cfihty to any friend or relation of hetSt fim 
theperformaoce. Which oSpt sjie m^st.gene- 
fiwMy declined ; .leaving, hiip as free as slie 
iouod him. But after we were married, not' 
ffithiiiv.ading ^uch' hiq promi&e; be wholly de- 
^^ed the perfojrnv^ii^c qf it* undu. pretence of 
^r;npt bei)ig m^i^'^c^ ^y Ibe priest. and liturgy. 
This usage and evil treatment of us therC', 
upon, was. a great trouhleto mti and w^en I 
endeavoured to softei> l)im in.thg matter^ h^ 
^bid me speaking, to him. o^ it any more ; 
Vm} fcmoved his Ijodgiog.tfaat, I n^ght not find 

Ttie grief I conceived on. this occasion, was; 
tMt Est any dtsappqintment to myself, or to my 
vile; .f(H' neither s\» qor I had any strict, or^ 
ome^ary d«p«sdeace uppn that, promise : but 
*y'|?;ief was partly for the caujse assigned by- 
Um« as the ground of it i ;wbich was, that 
ouf i^arriage was not by priest or litwgy, and 
pUdy for that his. lowtcr: cir(;umsui^ce5 in the 
World, might probably tempt tiim. to find some 
9tKb, thougb unwarnutt^blQ excuse, to avoid 
pistibn«ing hi? promise, ; ■ 
, And surely hard would it have been for my 
spirit to have boroe up under the weight of this 
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Merd^, had not thd Lord been fii ottft i g 
graciotts to me, aod supported me with'4M 
Inflowing* of fan' love and lifej w^ievewitbi^ 
Thited my sodl in tnj travaiU The, bobm 
whereof raised in mj heart a thankfiil remete* 
bnmoe of his manifokl kindpesses, fa his fofc 
mer deatitigs with tne. And in the «Tehtngv 
When I came to my Inn, while supper - watf 
getting ready, I took my pen and put- int* 
Words, what had in the day- revolved ita nf 
thmights.* 

Having finished my business in Kdnt, -i 
struck off into Sussex t andfindrngtbeeneng^ 
endeavouring still more strongly to beset. Uie;* 
I betook myself to the Lord for safety, ia 
whom I knew aH Kelp and^Kngth traa. 
. As soon as I had (Nspatdied the bu»ticsst 
t went about, I returned home without deli^ 
md to my great comfort found my wife w^ 
and myself very welcome to her ; both whi^ ' 
I esteemed as great favours. 
' 1670. Towards the latter part of the sam^ 
mer following, ' I went into Kent again, aBd-iir 
my passagC'throu^ London, received de un- 
welcome ntws of the loss of a very hopeful- 
youthj who had former^ been under my turn 
for education. It was Isaac Peninglon^ < tte' 
second son of my worthy' friends' Iniac Badt 
Mary Penington, a child of excetlem natunA 
p«rts ; whose great ^ilities be^>akehim lUtely' 
to be a great man, had he lived to bea manr 

* See Nt'9 of the ippradw. 
'i . 
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9K-'«as-jdiisigncd -to bbbred-s tnefoliaitt;- And- 
Mftnfehewas thiougltt rifie enon^tobe.enlCBeift 
dttiotemo,' his psrenti, at somebodjr's' request^ 
^t«0i4e«ve that he mififat go a>voyage to-Bar'< 
bfllAlUA andf :-toi Bpraida littls time, sea tike 
pMe, aad be -sonkev^at aoquaiRted^wilb thd 
la,'. under this care and aoadiKt Of- a efaoicc 
Kricndjmd Batiop, John GroTC of Lfondon, vrhm 
«t» master of'-a.veaoelf aM triidod to that 
il|t«nd^ and*' little vcatare hejiadwith hhn; 
made up by divers of his friends, and by me 
JmiMrg'theTieA He hiade ttts' voyagethither 
«cD^ weH,' found 'the wfitery element agrtoable, 
hsd:iii» health tbece, likedtheplacei<was muoh 
^asod with lus' entertainment there, anclwaa 
Kturning'faQnw with tm titUei^argo^^iii rietura 
fisr^tfae .jEfooda he carried om^ wWpn on a sad-., 
4enr~^^)t^ou^ unwirinevs, he :dret;^d over- 
^ciard ; :aiid the reaacl beiit^uiu}er;3«il with * 
bHak-.'^c, was trieooverabl)' lost, tiotwith.-' 
standing the utmoat labour, ci»re and •dill- 
gsnoe, of the mastar. attd Bailorsilo have saved 
hiiil. ■ ► ,. 

i^hts unhappy aooideiit,faEN>)i fn>^4he.afflict- 
^hiQster all 'the pleasure of his voyage'; and 
he movnied fnr ^'joss-trf this youth- as if it 
ImtbiTen his otvnv yda,- oniyi son : for as- ho 
ntnriD'himself amanof a.worthy-mind, bo the 
bliyv' by '.bis witty and hdmkoaK behav'ionr in 
gehera),' and respectful carria^. towania hint' 
in -particular, had-vetfin mtiuh. wrought himself 
into bis favour. 
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Ab. fer «ie, I thoui^t H of)fe«f the alK)^ 
strokes I had met with; fer I both Itytatlhil ; 
chitd vcTf wdl, and hwl eonoeivrd graM^wpeli ' 
«f genend good from him 1 and it piAreed'M I 
diedeeper, to' think howdecply it woutd- p it rt fe 
his afflicted parents. ' '■ ■ 

Smtow for this disaster was my oompanioft < 
in this journey, and I travelled thettads util | 
d«" great exercise of imnd, revotwng in mf 
thoughts the mantfold accidents which tile -lift 
of man was attended with, and 'subject 'to, 
and the j^at unen^inty (^ all iiuRMUi tl^^f < 
I could find no centre, no firm iMBis fer^h* I 
mind of man to fix upon, but the d)VM 1 
power and wit) of the Alraif>iity. Thist!oBt» 
deration wrought in my spirit a- stfft of oofr \ 
tempt, of what BUpposed Inppiness or plcasoit 
this wortd, or the things that are in aad aN4 
ean of themselves yield ; and raised my'doa- 
temptation higher ; which, as it ripenod, J«a4 
came to some degree of digestion, I breathed 
forth in moernftil accents.* ' ^ 

A copy o^ the linea^'mclosed in a letter'lf 
condolence-, I sen^jMhe first post-into BiH^ 
inghamshire, to my dear friends theafticni 
parents ; and upon my return hotae H*^^ ** 
visit them, we sat down, and solemnly raiiMi' 
our sorrows and tears tt^ether. ■ ^ 

About this time, (as 1 remember) it wart 
that some bickerings happening between 9Mtt 
Baptists, and some of the people oaHed QfM- 

■ Sm N». 10 of tlu A^Msdix- 
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iacrf, in or about Uigh-Wi«0(Hkb in Bnckhig- 
Jumshire ; o^iasioned by sfimQ reflccttog 
HWPilB a Bapu&t preacher had pubUcljr utter. 
•ftiin WK) of ihtur meetings there^ aigalost the 
Qwkers. in general, and WiUiaia Peiax in par> 
ticular : it came. at leagth io.this is&ue, tiiat a 
HMf^iog ff>r a pabMc dispute was. appointed, 
lo-be holden at Wesf-Wiccomb, betweea 
jevemy Ives (who espousfid hifi brother's cau«e) 
«iil William Pe/in. 

.■ Tp thi». meeting, it being so near me, I werif, 
fatJbertoctHiBtefwacB the oui8e» tbaa' for any 
^ligbF I took in ftuch , work ; for irtdeed, I 
tiiue .rarelf ' ftuind the .advantage equivalent to 
ihe troiible ahd dan^r arising from thosp con>. 
tests. For which cause I would not choose 
ihei^T as being justly «Dga^dLwould not rcK 
Cuse them. ', " 

..^..Thc.issue.of tbb' pvved tetter tbaal ex-, 
pected. Fot Ives having undertaken an iH 
bftU9£> to ai^e againat the divine light anU 
universal ^ace, conferred by God on all men, 
Itiimi he had spent his stock . of arguments. 
Vfiuch he brought witli htm pa that subject ; 
£iWtine: his. work go on heavily, and the audi- 
tory, Bot well saUsaed, stepped down from his 
Ka( apd departed, with piu'pose to have bro-. , 
i-en up the assembly. -. But, except some few 
of lu5 party who followed himi the people gen- 
■cindly stayed, and were the more attentive to 
.what was afterwards delivered amongst them. 
"Which Ives understanding, came in again, and 
in an angry railing maimer, expressing his dis- 
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l^e diatwe wcntDotatL away wlwn lie t&dv 
gftve more disgust to tbe people. ■ ■ . - mi 
- After the meetii^' was ended,:'rscD},jte.«n|t 
friend Uwc Penington (by. hi» sod atK)<4VV*lfM 
wbo rcbirned home,- thoMgh it w^s . lurtCc; tbftt 
eveoing)a short account ttftlie business iD>tW 
Coliowiiig disti«h. ■ .-jor 

Pfinatait <iitritai I mmlti Itrgadedire'; ^'^ 

Mm timau in twio / liui trOmadii Deo. ■/;)0 

Which may be thus EiiglisKcJ:, .^ , ^ 

But both they and we hi& qbi6k1j"o<lIH' 
work found us ; H; s6on became' a stornty-tlrfW.' 
The clouds had been long gathering,''afiff 
threaterred a^ tempest. The parKament Wid'sat 
sometime before, and hatched that unacderdi#' 
able law, which was caHed Ti/e Comeniich -AVt? 
(if that may be allowed tobe- called a law',''*^ 
whomsoever made) which was so direc(TJf-^o#* 
trary tothe fundamental lawS of Engtoiit,^''^ 
Common jostice; equity, and fight Yeft3o(i^Nl4' 
this manifestly was. ■ For, " ■'' - '"* 

1. It brake down and overrun tfie'b^*^ 
and banks, anciently set for the defence -^hff 
security of Englishmeh's lives, liberfiik ik^ 
properties, viz. trial'by juries. Instead iMWS^ 
directing and auAorizing justicfcs Of the pbWyS? 
and that too privalHy ont of sessions, t& 'eoH* 
rict, fine, and by their wart-ants, distrain' iiplMF 
offenders against k ; directly contrary -to = INP 
great Charter. ■ . . , . ; i-jn;' 
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i-fk Bjr AKtaeti'thB'-itaferniers, wte «»eaF 
fw their own sdvamagcs,. as being' diereby^ etu 
titlfcA>t«'>ft ahirat pan of tiM'finesr v<iv many 
itHfeM etticeakd^ drmng- bn an underhand prU 
vat*r tnitle ; so thacnuin. mi^be, and pfien 
iMRt'OKivioted and flned^ without hnTni^ any 
■ottce OE kno^kdge of itj t^i the- o^ecra 
(tame ahd took avrajr their goods, nor even thstv 
could' tfaeyr tell bjrwlwBC evidence ihey 'were 
tfiMivictsd; Tban which, what could be mortr 
opposite to ooflinkoa justice ? which requires 
that erei^'inafi should be openly charged, and) 
have his aocBser 4a«Mo fiiee; th«t he might 
ttathUmMcrtehimself beforeke be coBvicted, 
and (rffcct to>the validi^ o£ the-eTidcnco gtveW 
against hiin. 

,' QJ By 'that a«,. ^ limoQe«Miie|« puniftbed . 
fiajr-the-ofiencosof the ^utity. .Utbewk or 
dbitdiMu.coavictod'of baviag been at one of 
Uaose aiaemfalies, wbioh by tbataot was«djudg- 
•a,uci)in*fulv the fine was levied i>n the goods 
a£th« husbsBd on fatbet of such -wife or child, 
tjivugk hC'tvis neillier pcncnt at*suoh assent-' 
bly^' nor was< of' the same religious persoa-' 
Bitm>«bat-tlKy wcreofh but pertuin an etiemy 
to^ib. . ■ 

1.(4. It'Was left iiL the asbksary pleasure Of the 
josttoea,. to la^ half the fin^ for the house -or 
gaxM^d where such assembly was holden, and 
Ub^ the fine- for a pratended unknown preacher;- 
asd the whole fines of suobf and so many of the- 
mectfcia.^dioy'.sbaBldaacount poor, upon any *' 
otllsi;orothefa<iCttkepc»pierWho werepresMit 
T 3 , • . 
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«t the nme veeiUg- (not 'emccdni; >at«d3dit 
Umittd'auint) .without' ai^Tej^rd to-:ovpat^ 
V reason. And yet, sach b^iinliks* dotKilhc 
^irit of persceution brtng on aten ,. oditwijr 
sharp sigfated enou^, ttmtthis u&tswfiri{ toil 
jttst, uueqoal, unreasonable and unrigfaiauiii' 
i»¥f, took place: in altnoat all placesr-nxl'inA 
vigpromsly prosecuted' against die avcctiagB-Tf^ 
diasentn'flja general ; 4h6ugikthe:.bni^ ofitltf 
atorm fell most sharply on the :[»ople (iittrd 
QuAkers, not that H. seemed iwibeTinore.pm 
Ucul^rly levelled attfacra, but tbat-thcf stddd; 
' qttirelair, aljdldy;Btidopen, asia-butl-tocccdive 
^1 the ^t that tame, >lyhito some atimm i ifl w ri 
ineans^. and frecdoiik to reuiejioi cwtjrts los 
shelter. - .: .';■ :ft 

No sDomtrjhaditfac bishops QtrtaiiKcl'tli'is b*^ 
* £or supprctsblg ail^ other meetings buttittidif 
■ Qwn, btit sonc'of tfacclergy«if'iiHwtnaiks^Bii& 
some others loo, who were overfxi^oh bip*^ 
Qd to Ust party, bestirred^ tbemseWes nrilb 
flight and inaia; no. ind otitand eaecmrags'tbi- 
most profligate wretches to' twm inftinnen? 
and toget such, peraons-into {iara^tahoJEdes,' 
»»wonii hcxosxat obaequious^to tbcfr.:<aHW 
mands, and ready at their beck, to pat.it iriW- 
the. most rigocons fwiontioii. Yet k-ftoilc M 
alike in all j^aces ; but some.were forward^ M 
the. work thao others, according as^he apeaM 
intended to be chiefly employed therein, -had' 
been pFedi^)osed thereunto. ' ""^ 

For in some parts of the 'iMttionQffre-hadftiaaV 
timely taken, by. some not of ite kovkeat^acdcf 
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itioicbaoB£i^<MtaioiMcipiRicabr>p«rMtB4"ifien ^ 
-•harp- wit, close coaatesenaes, pliant ttmjMK: 
mikd'deep<Jist«imuIaHDDt Sod send theni' for^ 
amopg^the seotariea, so called ; with instruc* 
^nstothnrst tbemselvts into all societies, com^. 
$iam- mail, or any 'scirt of religious profession, 
Fr»ten$-like change their shapes, and trans- 
Ibrm tkentselves from 'one religious appearance' 
to'iinottier, 'as' occasion should reqoire. In a 
tntM, to be att things to all ; not that they 
migtewtn some, buttiiat they might, if pos- 
fibte,' poin ail, at least' many. ' 
:«-'^he drift of this design was, that they who 
tttftleyed them,' might by this tneani get a ftlU 
ao^oiint what number of dissenter's meetings,' 
of- every $or(, there were in. each countj-, and 
n^K^c kefrt t N^hat iramberofpentonsirequent-' , 
•d^'ftiera,- and of vrnit ranks; who amongst 
tittaa-iFW fiorBdDS of estate, atid where they 
Umd'i -that -wfaeii they sfat^ld afterwards have 
thiubfed the waters, tfaey might the better 
luiow whetes with most advantage, to cast their 

,vHtf,^of iliese emis^ries, whose post was as-' 
Mginediiith in this county of Bucks, adventured' 
td'li^st 'himstitf upon' a^ Friend, under tbl^ 
uukiM akk appearahcfe'of'a Quaktr; but being' 
by'-tlte'. Friend suspected,' and thereupon dis- 
BliBsrd titientertained, he was forced to betake 
hoBsotftD dn inn tjr alehouse for accommoda-' 
tkfli. Loflg Hfc had not been there, ere his' 
vnnrfy nature, not to be long kept im'der by! 
tjbfenrb^jOfrat fidgned sohrk^, hroite :fdrth into} 
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p«»t,- ■ ■ ,...■... w.^| 

Nmturiin ejpeflaa fures licet, Tisq ! recmret: ' 

To fuddling now fatU he with thos? wbuMt 
he found tipping there before ( and whc^biUM 
amongst them \ In htm w^s then inadegg«(t|J)i) : 
proverb* In vino Veritas i for in his cups, tm 
Qut with that, which was, do d^ubt, un bi(v| 
been kept a secret. It was, to bis pot-co«^ 
nions, that after his he|^ was somewhat bnio 
ed with strong tiquofs, he discoveretj tbat.iH^ 
was sent forth by Dr. Mew, the then vice-:4bftlbii 
oclior of Oxforu) oiLthe.de^i before teku^ { 
and under the protection of ju&tice MortWyA 
^arrant under whose hatfd and se»l hetfanst 

. gcoduced. ... ' -,'. ■ i .■ .■'.'i*' 
I Sensible of his error tpo late, vhejo sleepJfBi^ 
restored him to some degree of. sense, i^i^^ 
cpuraged with this ill success of hts 'atunpd 
upon the Quakers^ he quickly .left, tluu.ptaec}' 
aiid crossing throu^ the coui^ryy c^^t.. hiw* 

• self among the Baptists, at a meeting wliif^ 
liipy held in ^ private jiJacA; ^ ivhick iSte oiWiuJ 
t^by credulity of siome ^t.wcnt.ain(Mtg..tlteB^ 
Whom he had craftily insinuated tupus«lf< JntOtf' 
had given him notice. . The entertaiimiQijt.w 
found ampn^t them, deserved. ar ttester Bt&im 
than he made them, .^or, hftviuj; sjuoethlw 
wrought himself into thcit gfipd oifinioa,. aij^ 
cunningly drawn some pi ttferaiat'aauifowqgpf 
evenness and freedpca of C9nversatiQp;«yi|tbf 
)um, upoB the i^n^^asioj; subjo^ of thc^wf 
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i^^ oC those iimM9, h& mint vHtenomly ini' 

peached one of them, whose name was -— t— 
Headach, (a man wcU reputed amongst hb 
neighbours,) of having spoken treasonable 
words, and thereby brought the man in danger 
of'kwiiig both his estate and life ; had not a 
sea&onable discovery of hi& abominable prac- 
tices f^bewhere, imprinting terror, the efiect of 
gutltupon him, caused him to 6y both out of 
the Court and country ; at that very instant 
pf tim«, - when the hofi^t man stood at the 
)mr, ready to be arraigned^upon his false accu- 
sation. 

,' Thia-his false charge against that Baptbt, 
leftbtmno further room to play the hypocrite 
ill', those pirt«. Off therefore go his cloak and 
vizor. And now he openly appears, in bis 
prober colours, to disturb the assemblies of 
Qod's people ; which was indeed the very end 
fo^ which the design at first was laid. 

, Bucbecauae the law.proVided, That a con- 
viation ' nuist be grounded upon the oaths of 
tiro'Witnesses, it was needful for him, in order 
tw^ip carrying on his intended mischief, to 
fifid'out'ui associate, who might be both sordid 
ejnmgh for sqch an employment, and vicious 
eaoi^fa to be' his companion. 

^ IbM was liot at} easy task, yet he found out 
oi|&i who hftd already given an expetiment of 
hU readiness to take other men's goods; be- 
irig. not long before lelea&ed out uf Alesbury 
gaoWwhere he very narrowly escaped the gal- 
lawsr for having stolen a coh% 
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■ The aaaMB of these fellows boa^f ytt «»• 
known in that part of the country where dicqt 
began their work, the former by the' geijer^ 
voice of the country was called the TrepMf 
the lauer the Itiformer ; apd froni the eoh)# 
of his hair. Red-head. But in a little time Um 
Trepan called himself John Pouker, iM\t% 
withal, that ju(%e Mortun used to cat) hM 
John fur the king i and that the archbtehop of 
Canterbury had given him a deaconry-^ TM 
bis name was indee^^lAhii Po«lKr,< the, re^tttd 
son of one — -~Poulur, a butcher in ^abtbiMfl 
and that he had long since been there biuMtsd 
for a fellow eg r e gi Q U fily wicked .and dbbwelte^ 
we were assured by the testinoony of a yw*^ 
man tlien living in Amersham, who boUi Wt 
his countryman and had known^ him in Salis* 
bury, as well as by a letter from an inhaibiwit 
of tlratplace, to wh<Hn hi& course pftilehai 
been well known* 

His comrade,^ who for some time was- only 

called the Informer, was named Ralph Lscy of 

Kisborough, and simamed the-Gow-stealer. ' 

These agreed between the^nsclves where Vt 

make their first onset, which was to be, aiw 

was, on the ipcciing of the people called. 4^a' 

kers, then holden at the house of Wiliibm-UM^ 

Sell, called Jourden's, in the patifib of'Giiec- 

Chalfont, in Uie county of Buckst that-whidl 

was wanting to their accommodation-^ was i 

■ . place of harbour fit for such -beasts ef prty W 

■ lurk ill ; for assistance wherein* fecoui^i; wai 

had to parson PhiUpsj tton& being' sa -read]*^ 
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Beae SO wiU'mgf none so' able to help diem 
US. he. 

-■■ A fnend he had iri a corner, a widow-wo- 
man, not long-before one of his parishioners. 
Her Dame was Anne Dell, and at that time 
she lived at a farm called Whites, a by-place in 
iae piwish of Bcconsfield, whither she removed 
fiom Hitchindon. To her these fellows w^rc 
tectMnmended, l^ her old fttend the parson. 
She with all readiness-, received them ; her 
bouse was at all times open to them ; what she 
bed was at their comn^nd. 
i Two sons she had at home with her, both at 
man's estate ; to the eldest erf which her maid 
s^rvaRt) not long before, had laid a bastard ; 
which infamy to smother up, proved expensive 
to them.' The younger son, whose name vi^as 
John Dell, hoping by the pillage of his honest 
Aeighbours, to regain what the incontinency of 
his lustful brother had mispent, listed him- 
self in the service of his mother's new guests, 
to attend on them as their guide, and to in- 
form them, (who were too much strangers to 
|»ctend to know the names of any of the per- 
ions there) whom they should inform against- 
■ Thus consorted, thus in a triple league con-' 
federated, on the 24th day of the fifth month, 
eommonly called July, in the year 1670, they 
appeared openly, and began to act their in- 
tended tragedy upon the Quakers' meeting, at 
tte place aforesaid ; to which I belonged, and 
at which I was present. Here the chief actor, 
P^ulter, behaved himself with such impetuous 
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violence' and brutish rudeness, as gave Oct*- 
sion for enquiry, who, or what he was. And 
being soon discovered to be the Trepan, so infa- 
mous and abhorred by all sober people, and af- 
terwards daily delected of gross impieties, and 
even capital crimes, such as christening (so the 
common term is) of a cat in contempt of that 
practice which is used by many upon children, 
naming; it Catharine-Catherina, in derisioa ci 
the then Queen ; and the felonious talcing cf 
certain goods from one of Brainford, whom 
also he cheated of nioney. These things rais- 
ing an out-cry in the country upon him, made 
him consult his own safety ; and leaving hii 
part to be acted by others, quitted the couu-; 
try a& soon as he could. 

He being gone, Satan soon supplied his place, 
by sending one Richaitl Aris, a broken iron- 
monger, of Wiccomb, to join with Lacy in ■ 
this service ; prompted thereto, in hopes that 
he might thereby repair his broiten fortunes. 
Of this new adventurer, this single charao 
ter may serve, whereby the reader may make 
judgment of him, as of the lion by his paw; 
that at the sessions hotden at Wiccomb, irt 
October then last past, he was openly accused 
of having enticed one Harding, of the sam,^ 
town, to be his companion and associate in rob^ 
bing on the highway, and proof ofi'cred to tie 
given, that he had made bullets in order to 
, that service ; which charge, Harding himself, 
whom he had endeavoured to draw into that 
heinous wickedness, was ready in court to 
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prove vpm oath, bad not the prmecution been 

discountenancec] and smothered. 

Lacy, the cow-stealer, having thus got Aris 
{the intended highwayman) to be his com- 
rade, they came, on the twenty-first of the 
month called August, 1670, to the meeting 
of the people called Quakers, where Lacy, 
with Poulter, had been a month before; 
, «md taking for granted that the same who 
had been there before, were there then, they 
went to a justice of the peace called Sir Tho- 
tnas Clayton, and swore at all adventure, 
against one Thomas Zachary and his wife, 
(whom Lacy understood to have been there 
the month before) that they were then present 
in that meeting: whereas, neither the said Tho- 
mas Zachary nor his wife were at that meet- 
ing ; but were both of them at London, above 
twenty miles distant, all that day ; having been 
there sometime befcH-e and after. Which not* 
withstanding, upon this false oath of these 
false men, the justice laid fines upon the said 
Thomas Zachary, of ten pounds for his own 
ofience, ten pounds for his wife's, and ten 
pounds for the ofience of a pretended preacher, 
though indeed there was not any that preached 
at that meeting that day ; and issued forth his 
warrant to the ofiicers of Becunsfield, where 
Thomas Zachary dwelt, for the levying of 
the same upon his goods. 

1 mention these things thus particularly, 
though not an immediate sufieringof my own, 
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beesujK, in Oe bonseqfiaibe <li^«6f, k bficf^ 
sioned no smaH tfoobte ftftd exercise to me, . 

for when Thomas Zachary, returning bcrtUt 
from London, understanding what had beea 
done against him ; and advising what to do, 
Was informed by a neighbouring attorney that 
his remedy lay in appealingfrom the judgment 
of the conviciitig justice, to the general quar- 
ter sessions bf the peace : he thereupon order- ■ 
ing the Said attorney to draw up his appeal tl^ 
farm of law, went himself with it, and len^ 
d«^ It to the justice. But the justice being 
a man neither well principled, nor i^ell natun- 
ed, fand uneasy that he should lose theadvatt* 
tage both of the present conviction, and 
future service of such (in his judgment) ustful 
men, as those two bold informers were Vikely 
to be, fell sharply upon Thomas Zachary, 
charging him' that he suffered justly, andth^ 
his stifiering was not on a religious account. 

This rough and unjust dealing engaged the 
f;ood-inan to enter into further discottn>e with 
the justice, in defence of lus own innoceucy. 
From which discourse the insidious justice uScy 
ing offence at some expression of lus, charge^ 
him with saying, The righteous are opptCBse^ 
• and the wicked go unpunished. Which the 
justice 'interpreting to be a reflection on tte 
government, and calling it a high misdemeaij- 
our, required sureties of the good man to an- 
siVer it at the next quarter- sessions, and in 
the mtan time, to be bound to his good beh^ 
viour : but he, welt Jmowing himself to. be ^* 
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iioccnt of having broken any- law, or dtfoe is 
this mailer any evil, could not answer the jus. 
tice's unjust demand, and therefore was sent 
for^with a prisoner to the county gaol. 
\ Sy this severity it was thought the justice 
designed not only to wreak his displeasure on 
tiiis good man, but to prevent the further pro^ 
secution of his appeal : whereby he should at 
once both oppress the righteous, by the kvy-- 
log of the fines unduly imposed upon him^ 
and secure the informers from a conviction of 
•wilful perjury, and the pumshjoent due thent» 
for, that so they miglu ^ on without con- 
.trai, in the wicked work they were engaged 
in. 

■ Bgt so grest wickedness was tiQt tO' be suf> 
icred to go unpunished, or at least, uedisoov* 
cred. Wherefore, although no way could be 
Jband at present to get the good n>an releaacil 
fronj bis unjust imprtsoncnent, yet that his re- 
straint might not hinder rhe prosecution of bis 
appeal, on which the detection of the In* 
lormer't viUsny depended ; consideration be- 
ting had thereof amongst some Frieods, the 
Tiianagement of the prosecution was commit* 
ted to my care, who was thought, with re- 
spect at least to leisure, and disengagement 
from other business, most fit to attend it-j ' 
and very willingly X undertook it. 

Wherefore, at the aext general quarter- 
■essions of the peace, holden at High-Wic- 
eombi in October folUiwii^, I took care that 
- Jour aybstantial vhoesscs, citizens of unques- 
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tionable credit,' fihould come down fhim l^aa- 
doi), in a coaeh and'foarborses, hired on pur^' 
pose. - ■ r I 

The« gave so punctual and fall tvi&tnee;' 
that Thomas Zach&ry and his wife were iii' 
i^ndon all that day, wherecmthe informers: 
had sworn them to have been at an nnlattfst' 
meeting, at a place tnbre than twenty ttii\ci> 
distant from London, that notwithstanding 
what endeavours were used to the conft*ry,- 
the jury found them not guilty. Whereupdrt' 
the money deposited for the fiiicB, at the enteral 
iog of the appeal, ought to have been retu«i' 
ed t and so was ten pounds of it ; but thc-reat- 
of the money being in the hand of the derfc t>t 
the peace, whose name was Wella, could n«v-' 
er be got out again. . .--■■<: 

I'homas Zachary himself was brought from' 
Alesbury ^d -to Wiceomb, to receive bii< 
trial; ainA thwgh no evil could be charged up*' 
on him, yet justice Ctaytonj who at £r$t t:om^;I 
mitted him, displeased to see the appeal pro> 
secuted, andthe oonviction he had made-set 
aside, by importunity prevailed with the beneb', 
to remand htnj to prison again, there to Ik: 
until another session. ' ' ~ 

While this was doing, I got an indtctineiiL 
drawn up against the informers^ Aris^ifd Laeyj- 
&r wilful perjury, and- Calised it to he delW> 

' ered to the gratid jury ; who found the bill. 
And although the court adjourned ftxMn tM 
town, hall to the chamber a< their inn, in favour, 
•s-it was- thought to the Inffu^CFs, on suppo* 

. sition tve would not pursue them thither, yet 
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UlMHW:(hfyw»e pursued; and di«e being twc». 
C9aq8^J<^9 present from Windsor* ^tbe nmc; 
c^ one was Starkey, and of the otker, u {. 
rpnh^mbi^, J!oratcr: the iormer of which I. 
hvl Iwfsre retmiKd opoft the trial of the ap-' 
poaji) I aow retKiMd them both, and scBt> 
thiew 'oAq «oan agaio, to prosecute the infor^i 
qmrs .upmi this in^ctment ; which they did ao 
SHWU'tly, that the infornters: (beii^ preaenlt, 
aA not su^ectiDs any suoh sudden dangn). 
ilKdre of necessity called lo the bar> uid ar-. 
raigoed ; and iiaving pleaded not guilty; 
weK> forced to enter a traverse, to avfu'd a 
arfN^wnt commttment. AH the favour the-. 
avut could shew them* bein^ to take theaa. 
bwl.CHK. fin: the other, (though probab^ both: 
not worth a groat) else th^ must have gonei 
ttrgnot for want oT biil, which woold have pot' 
thimt. beside their bunness, spoiled the i^-' 
{bvmbigtnide, and broke the desi^: wherea^> 
now tlKy were turned loose -again, to do whati 
mischief tbey could until the nest session. 
: Aocordin^ly they did what ,they -eotdd* and^ 
];etiGQul(i make little, or no eamoi;!! at it; fev>- 
4afc little step of prosecution bad miade them sok 
known, and their late apparent pe^piry bad^ 
nadc'them sa detcstaUcr. that ev«a> the cobk-- 
jponaortof bad men sbuttTtcd tbciQf and wuild' 
notiwiUiagly yidd. themaoy asstatance. ■•>•■ 

. .The uext quartcr-sessioBa was bolden m- 
Alesb(tnr> whither we were fain to bring dawn - 
oarwitnesacB again from Londaa, in tike man*.' 
nsE^ aod at like cfaaige, at theteast, aabdbre. 
v2 
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And though I met whh ^reirt disMutvgeMlcMt 
in the proseeutton, yet I followed, i< so m^fat% 
ously, that I got a verdict against the irtfarmov 
for wilftfl perjiny, and had fivthttdth ti^«a4titM 
up, had ^ey not fled from juattee, aad'^ii 
themselves. However, I mcned by my Autm 
ney for an order of court, directeil toail re»yOT | 
baiUfis, high constables, petty con9tabl«>,raad 
oilKr inferior officers of the peaoe, toi^^mat 
aiwl take them up, wherever .they -s^Knildibc 
found within the etmnty of Bucks, and iniag' 
them to the county gaol. >".".•-: >t 

. The report of this so ten ified tb«BB , ^imtf 
adi thmgs dreading the misery of Jying-ln'Sgaelf 
ant of which' they could not hof^ for de&ter- 
ance^ otherwise than by at least,' thOiJo$A>^ 
thetr.ears, they, hopeless now of carryiftg-flM 
their informing trade, disjoined; and lOneMtf 
them, Aris, fled the cowKty ; so-that,: wtnU 
ever gallows caught him, he ap^ared-nti msilt 
inthis country. The uhcr. Lacy, lurked'piil 
vily. for awhile, in woods and by-places, -^titt 
hunger and want forced him out; andtheap 
•asting himself upon an hazardous adveMurefl 
which yet was the best, and proved tohitot^Hi 
best courwe be could have taken, he wf»t-.^ 
Toctly to the gaol, w^re be knew Hk ioflo- 
cient man suffered imprisonment by his-meanip 
and fur, his sake ; where asking for, aiid^beia^ 
biDught to Thomas Zachary, he cast himselFo^ 
his knees at his feet, and with aj^arance-ot 
sorrow, confessing his fault, did so earnestly. 
. beg for forgivcneas, that he nrought upon the 
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tender^ nature of that very good m«n, ftot only 
-tD-ptrthim in hopes of mercy, but to be his ad- 
vocate by letter to me, to miligatci at least, if 
imfriteUy to retn'rt the prosecution. To which 
S so far only consented, as to let him ktiow, I 
wouki swspeiid the cxccation of thew«rraot up- 
on Mm, according as he behaved himself, or 
iintil he gave fresh provocation. At which mes- 
sage the fellow- was so overjoyed, that relying 
urith confidence thereon, he returned openly 
tD-ltis family and labour, and applied himself 
to business (as his neighbours observed and re- 
^wntcd)- with greater diligence and industry, 
than he had ever done before. 
- ■Tto* began, andthnsended, the informing" 
'trade,^inthese parts of the county of Bucks; 
the ill success that these first informers found, 
"discouraging all others, how vile soever, from 
attempting the like enterprise there ever after. 
Jtnd though it cost some money to carry on 
yre prosecution, and some pains too, yet, for 
every- shilling so spent, a pound probably 
ipt^ht be saved, of what in all likelihood would 
have been lost; by the spoil and havock that 
m^bt have been made, by distresses taken on 
their informations. 

-But so angry was the convicting justice, 
whatever others of the same rank were, at- 
tfan prosecution, and the loss thereby of the scr- 
■vioeof those AonM^mfn, the perjured informers. 
Tor as I heard an attorney; one Hitchcock of 
Alesbury, who was their advocate in court, say, 
A grtat lordf a peer of die realm, called them 
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ao, in a letter directed i» htm ; whenbjr hi ft' 
coramended to him the cate and . defence of <* 
them and their cause; that be prevailed to have' 
the oath of :dk^aoce tendered in coon Hi' 
Thomas Zachary ; which he knew he wobld:-' 
not take, because he could not take any oatli, ' 
at alt ; by which snare he was kept in pFisen«- 
long time after, and so far as I renember, - 
tjntil a general putloB released bim. < 

But though it pleased the Divine l^rorMence' 
which sometimes vouchsafeth to bring good-' 
out of evil, to put a stop, in a great laeasnrQ' 
at least, to the prosecution here begun ; yet in: 
other parts, both of the city andcovD)ti^,"it' 
was carried on with vefy great severity anid^ ri- 
gour ; the vorst of men, lor the most part, be-^ ' 
mg aet up for inforners i the worst of BUgtS-' 
trates encouraging and abetcii^ them ; and ^>' 
worst of the priests, who first began to blow;' 
the fire, now seeing how it took, spread -amt'' 
blazed, clapping their hancis and hallooii^ them: ' 
on to this evil work. 

The sense whereof, as it cteeply aJIected my 
heart with a synjpathizittg pity for the oppres-- 
Gcd suflerers, so it raised ia my spirit an' holy' 
ffisdain, and contempt of that spirit -and •ts" 
agent, by which this uugodJy work was stir- ' 
re<l up and carried on. Which at length farakcr 
forth in an expostulatnry poem, under the ttdd'' 
of Gigantomachia, (the- wars of the -gianta- 
agatnst heaven.) Mot withoul stmM alhisinn 
to- the second psalm. * 

Sec Ho. II of tH* Appcsdis. 
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j-CTl. As the unrMsonaUe raige and ftiri* 
btts vit^nce of the persecutors had drawn the 
for-nier expostulation from me, so, in awhile 
af|«r« my heart being deeply affected with a 
5<it»s of the frreat loving- kindness, and tender. 
gOodDefiS,of.the Lord to his people, in bearing 
up thfir spirits in their greatest exercises, and 
preserving them through the sharpest trials, in 
a faithful testimony to his blessed truth, and 
opening in due time a door of deliverance to 
t^m, I could not forbear to celebrate hia praises 
in^some lines.* 

1672. Scarce was the before-tnentioned 
storm of outward persecution from the govern* 
ment blown over, when Satan raised another 
storm of another kind against us, on this occar 
sioQ. TM-fijregoing stt^m of perseoution, as 
it^lagted long, so in many parts of the nationt 
a^d .particularly at London, k fell very sharp 
a^d violent, especially on the Quakers. FoF' 
tbey having no refuge but God alone to fly un- 
to, could not dodge and shift to avoid the suffer- 
tqg. as others of other denominations could,- 
and in their worldly wisdom and policy did i 
aUeriug their jneetings, with respect both to 
l^ace and time, and forbearing to meet when 
^bidden, or kept out of theironeeting-hou&es. 
So that .of the several sorts of dissenters, the 
QnaLers only held up a public testimony, as a 
standard or ensign of religion, by keeping their 
meeting duiy and fuUy, at the accustomed times 
and places^ so long as they were su&red to 

* See No. 13 of ^(.Appendix. 
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chjqy ttte use of their meet'mg.housei ; trld 
vhen tbey were shut up, and Friends kept oti!t 
of them by forqe, they assembled in the 
streets, as near to their meeting-houses as, th^ 
could. 

This bold and truly d>rklian behaviour ia 
the Quakers^ disturbed and not a little displeas- 
ed the persecutors ; who fretting, complained 
AaX the stubborn Quakers brake - thcis 
strength, and bore off the blow Irom tfaosa 
other dissenters, whom as they most feared» so 
they principally aimed at. For indeed, the 
Quakers they rather despised than feared ; ai 
being a people, from whose peaceable princi- 
ples and iffactices, they held themselves secure 
from ^nger ; whereas, having suficred severe* 
ly-, and that lately too, by and under the otheC 
dissenters, they thought they liad just cause to 
be apprehenstre of danger from them* and good 
leason to suppress them. 

On the other hand, the meae higenuous 
amongst other dissenters, of each denomina* 
tion, sensible of the ease they enjoyed by ouf 
bold and steady suSering, whit^ abated the 
heat of the persecutors, and blunted the edge 
of the sword before it came to them, frankijr 
acknowledged the benefit received ; calUng ui 
the bulwark that kept off the force of the 
stroke from them, and praying that wc nugftl 
be preserved, and enabled to break the strength 
of the enemy. Nor could some of them for- 
bear, those especially who were calleii B^ 
lists, to express their kind and favourable 
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<^niort of m, and ctf tbe principles we pro* 
{»sed ; which emboldened us to go through 
thf^t, Avhich but to hear of was a terrw to 
thcfti- 

This their good will, raised ill will in some 
pf theirteachers against us ; who, ihoagh wil- 
ling to reap the advantage of a shelter, by a re- 
treat behind us, during the time that the atomi 
lasted, yet partly through an evil emulation, 
and. partly through fear lest they should lose 
^ome of those members of their society, who 
liad discovered such favourable thoughts ot* 
our principles and us, they set themselves, 
as soon as the storm was over, to represent us 
in as ugly a dress, and in as frightful a figure 
to the world, as they could invent and put upon 
us. 

1673. In order whereunto, one Thomas 
liicks, a preacher among the Baptists at Lon- 
don, took upon him to write several pamphlets 
successively, under the title -of a Dialogue 
between a Christian and a Quaker ; which were 
so craftily contrived, that the unwary reader 
toight conclude them to be, not merely fictiwis* 
but real discourses, actually held between one 
^f the people called Quakers, and some other 
beratin. In these feigned dialogues, Hicks, 
^ving no regard to justice or common hones- 
ty, had made his counterfeit Quaker say what- 
;^oever he thought would render him one 
while suf&cieiiily erroneous, another while 
ridiculous enough ; f<-rging in the Quaker's 
vkaiCj some things so abomipably false, other 
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things so intolerably fodidi, as could n^t 
reasonably be supposed to have come into the 
ponceit, much less to have dropped from the 
lip or pen of any that went under the natne qt 
a Qiiaker. 

. 1 hese dialogues (shall I call them, or rather 
diabologues) were answered by our frienfl 
William Penn, in two books; the first being 
entitled Reason against Railing, the other. 
The Counterfeit Christian detected ; in which 
Hicks being charged with manifest, as weU 
as manifold forgeries, perversions, downright 
lies and slanders against the people callett 
Quakers in general, William Penn, Geoi^e 
Whitehead, and divers others by name ; comr 
plaint was made, by way of an appeal, to th« 
Baptists in and about London, for justice 
against Thomas Hicks. 

1674. Those Baptists, who it seems wer^ 
in the plot with Hfcks, to defame, at any rate, 
right or wrong, the people called QuakerS) 
taking the advantage of the absence of WilUiLn| 
Penn and George Whitehead, who were the , 
persons most immediately concerned, and who 
were then gone a long journey on the service 
of truth, to be absent from the city, in at} 
probability, for a considerable time, appoint. 
ed a public meeting in one of their meeting- 
houses, under pretence of calling Thomas 
Hicks to account, and hearing the charge 
made good against him; but with design to 
give the greater stroke to the Quakers, when 
they, who should make good the charge against 
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iflcks, oouW not be present. For upon thcif 
■sencfing notice to the lodgings of William 
Penn and George -Whitehead, of their in- 
tended irieetine, they were told by seve- 
ral Friends, that both William Penn and , 
Geoi^e Whitehead were from home, travel- 
litig in the countries, uncertain where ; and 
therefore could not be informed of their ihtend- 
^ meeting, either by letter or express, within 
the time by thera limited ; for which reason 
they were desired to defer the meeting till they 
fcould have notice of it, and time to return, 
^hat they might be at it. But these Baptists, 
whose design was otherwise laid, would not 
be prevailed with to defer their meeting, but, 
glad of the advantage, gave their brother Hicks 
opportunity to make a colourable defence, 
where he had his party to help him, and none 
to oppose him. And having made a mock show 
of examining him and his works of darkness, 
they' in fine having heard one side, acquitted 
. film. 
■ This gave just occasion for a new complaint, 
and demand of justice against him and themt 
For as soon as William Perin returned to 
London, he in print exhibited his complaint 
of this unfair dealing, and demanded justice, 
by a re -'hearing nf the matter in a public meet- 
ing, to beappoinied by joint agreement. This 
wentliardly down with the Baptists, nor could 
H be obtained from them, without great im- 
portunity and hard pressing. At length, after 
many delays and tricks used to shift it off, 
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constrained by necessity, they yielded-to have 
a meeting at their own meeting-house, in Bv- 
bican, London. 

There, amongst other Friends, was I, and 
undertook to read our charge there a^inst 
Thomas Hicks; which, not without much 
difficulty, I did ; they, iuasmudi as the house 
ivas theirs, putting alt the incoDvenience^ they 
-could upon us. 

The particular passages and management 
of this meeting, as also of that other which 
followed soon after, (they refusing to give us 
any^ other public meeting, we were fain to 
appoint in our own meeting-house, by Wheel- 
er-street, near Spittle-fields, London, and 
gave them timely notice of) I forbear here to 
mention ; there being in print a narrative of 
each, to which, for particuUu- information. Ire- 
fer the reader. 

But to this meeting Thomas Hicks w^uld 
not come, but lodged himself at an ale-house 
hard by ; yet sent his brother Ives, with some 
others of the party, by clamorous noises to 
divert us from the prosecution of our charge 
against him ; which they so effectually per- 
formed, that they would not suffer the charge 
to be heard, though often attempted to be 
read. 

As this rude behaviour of theirs was a cause 
of grief to me, so afterwards when I under. 
stood that they used all evasive tricks to avoid 
another meeting with us, and refused to do us 
right, my spirit was greatly stirred at their 
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injustitje ; and in the sense thereof, willing, if 
possible, to have provoked them to more fair 
and manly dealing, I let fly a broadside at 
them in a single sheet of paper, under the title 
of a Fresh Pursuit. In which, having re-stated 
the controversy between them and us, and 
reinforced our charge of forgery, &c. against 
Thomas Hicks and his abettors, I offered a 
fair challenge to them not only to Thoraas 
Hicks himself, but to all those his compur- 
^tbrs, who had before undertaken to acquit 
nim from our charge, together with their 
companion Jeremy Ives, to give me a fair and 
public meeting; in which I would make good 
our charge against him, as principal, and alt 
the rest of them as accessories. But nothing 
coiild provoke them to come fairly forth. 

Yetnot long after, finding themselves galled 
by the narrative lately published, of what had 
passed in the last meeting near Wheeler-street, 
they, to help themselves if they could, sent 
forth a counter account of that meeting, and 
of the former at Barbican, as much to the ad- 
vantage of their own cause, as they, upon de- 
liberate consideration could contrive it. This 
*as pyblished by Thomas Plant, a Baptist- 
teacher, and one of Thomas' Hicks' former 
compurgators, and bore, but falsely, the title 
of & Contest for Christianity; or, a Faithful 
relation of two late meetings, &c. 

To this I quickly wrote and published an 
answer, And, because I saw the design and 
whole drift of the Baptists was to shroud Tho- 
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mas Hicks from our charge of forgerj', under 
the specious iirettnce of his and their standing 
up, and contending Jbr Christianity, I gav0 
my book this general title, Forgery no Chris- 
tianity ; or a brief Kxamen of a late Book, 
&c. And having from their own book, plainly 
convicted that which they called a faithful re- 
lation, to be indeed a false relation, I, iri an 
expoatulatory postscript to the Baptists, rein- 
forced OLir charge, and my former challenge;, 
offering to make it good against them, before 
a publick and free auditory. But ihey were 
loo wary to appear further, either in person 
or in print. 

This was the end of that controversy, which 
Was observed to have this issue : that what 
those dialogues were written to prevent, was, 
by the dialogues, and their unfair, unmanly, 
unchristian carriage, in endeavouring to de- 
fend them, hastened and brought to pass ; for 
not a few of the Baptist members, upon this 
occasion, left their meetings and society, and 
came over to the Quakers' meetings, and were 
joined in fellowship with them. Thanks be 
to God. 

Though many of the most eminent among 
the Baptists, in and about London, engaged 
themselves in this quarrel, to have defended, 
or at least, to have brought fairly off, if it 
had been possible, their brother Hicks, yet 
the main service lay upon Jeremy Ives. Whp 
having been an unsuccessful trader in cheese, 
and therein fpiled more than once, bad now 
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^r some time ^ven over that emplojrment, 
and like a mercenary Switzer, undertook to 
be the champion for the Baptists, and to main- 
tain their quarrels against all comers. 

.Hi$ name wa? up for a topping disputant; 
but indeed, on the best observation I could 
jnake of him, both now and formerly, I 
could not find him a clean and fair disputant. 
He seemed, I confess, well read in the fallacies 
of logic, and was indeed rather ready than 
true and soiind in framing syllogisms. But 
his chief art lay in tickling the humours of 
rude, unlearned, and injudicious hearers ; 
thereby insinuating himself into their good 
oipif^ion, and then bantering his opponent. 

1675. He lived not long after this, but his 
crafty, false and frotliy carriage, had made some 
impressions on my mind, when I heard of his 
death. 

The controversy which had been raised by 
those cavilling Baptists, had not been long 
endedj tjefore another was raised by an Epis- 
co^pal priest in Lincolnshire; who, fearing as 
it seemed, to lose some of his hearers, to the 
Quakers, wrote a book, which he miscalled 
a Friendly Conference between a Minister, 
and a' Parishioner of his inclining to Quaker* 
ism. In which he mis-stated, and greatly 
perverted the Quakers' principles, that he 
might thereby beget in his parishioners an 
aversion to them. And that he might abuse 
us the mcwe securely, he concealed himself, 
lending forth his book without a name. This 
X 2 
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This book comin); to my hand, becameni^ 
concern, after I had read it, and consideEod 
the evil management and worse design therei 
of, to answer it i which I did, in a 'treatise 
called Truth Prevailing, and detecting Er- 
ror." Published in the year-1676. 

My answer I divided, according to the-, 
several subjects hantUed in the conference,' 
into divers distinct chapters ; the last of which 
Ueated of tithes. 

This being the priest's Delilah, and that 
cha|>ter.of mine pinching them, it seems, iii 
a tender part, the belly, they laid their heads 
tc^ther, and with what spe^ they could, sent 
forth a distinct reply to the last chapter tjf 
tithes in mine, under the title of the Right 
of Tithes Asserted and Proved. TTiis also 
came forth without a name, yet pretended ta 
be written by another hand. ■ ■ ■ 

1678. Before I had finished my rejmndcr 
to this, came forth another, called a Vindicx- 
tion of the Friendly Confe^nce ; said to-be 
written by the author of the feigned conftfV- 
ence, who was not 'yet witling to trust ths 
world with his name. ,So much of it as relatedt 
to the subject I was then upon, (tithes) I tooki 
into- my rejoinder to the Right of Tithes^ 
which I published in the year 1678, with thi» 
title. The Foundation of Tithes Shaken, &c. ' 

1680. After this, it was a pretty while be- 
fore I heard from either of them again. Bui at 
length came forth a reply to my last, supposed 
to be writen by Ihc saAie hand, who had befixv 
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written the.Right of Tithes Asserted^ 8tc but 
still without a name. This latter book had 
more of art thati argument in i(. It was in- 
deed a hash of ill-cooked crambe, setoff with 
as. inach flourishas the author was master of, 
and swelled into bulk by many quotations ; 
but those so wrelchedly misgiven, misapplied 
or perverted, that to ajudicious and impartial 
reader,: I durst oppose my Foqndaiion of 
Tithes Shaken, to the utmost force that book 
hat in it. Yet, it cOming forth at a time when 
I was pretty well &t leisure, I intended a full 
refutation thereof ; and in order thereunto, had 
written between forty and fifty sheets j when 
Other business more urgent intervening, took 
me off, and detained me from it so long, that 
it wab then judged out of season, and so it was 
laid Hside. 

Hitherto the war I had been engaged in was 
ui'a stHt foreign, with people of other reli- 
gious persuasions, such as were open and 
avowed enemies ; but now another sort of war 
arose^ an intestine war, raised by some among 
outselv^s ; such as had once been of usj and 
Jret retaitied the same profession, and would 
have been tlipught to be of us still ; but hav- 
ing through ill-grounded jealousies let in dis- 
contents, and thereupon fallen into jangling, 
chiefly about church-discipline, tliey at length 
brake forth Into an open schism, headed by 
two northern men of name and note, Johti 
Wilkinson and ■ John Siory. The latter of 
y/bidb, as.beiDgthe most active and popular 
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man, havin^galned acpnsiderable.interest.in 
the west, carried the controversy with himthi-. 
ther, and there spreading it, drew tnany, tod' 
many, to abet him therein. 

Among those, William Rogers, a merchant 
of Bristol, was not the least, nor least account- 
ed of by himself and some others. He was a 
bold and an active man, moderately learned, 
but immoderately conceited of his own parts" 
and abilities; which made him forward tg| 
engage, as thinking none*would dare to take'- 
up the gauntlet he should cast down.. This 
high opinion of himself made him rather a 
troublesome, than formidable enemy. 

That I may here step over the various steps^. 
by which he advanced to open hostility, {as. 
what I was not actually, or personally engaged 
in) he in awhile arrived to that height of folly!, 
and wickedness, that he wrote and publishetj 
a large book, in live parts, to. which he mali-, 
ciously gave for a title, The Christian Quaker. 
■ distinguished from the Apostate and Innovator; 
thereby arrogating to himself, and those who 
were of his party, the topping style of c^ristiani 
Quaker ; and no less impiously, than'unchar- 
ilably branding and rejecting all others, -even- 
the main body of Friends, for apostates apd 
innovators. 

1681. When this-book came abroad, itwas 
not a little (and he, for it's sake) cried up by 
Ijis injudicious admirers ; whose applause set- 
ting his hfad afioat, became up to London ai 
the time of the yearly -meeting then ftdlowing, 
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and ,at the close thereof, gave notice in writing 
to this effect, viz. That if any were dissatis- 
fied with his book, he was there ready to maiii< 
tain uiid defend both it and himself against all 
comers. 

This daring challenge was neither dreaded, 
nor slighted ; but an answer forthwith returned 
ih writing, signed by a few Friends, amongst 
whom 1 was one, to let him know, that as 
many were dissatisfif d with his book and hin)', 
he should not fail, (God willing) to be met by 
the sixth hour next morning, at the meeting 
place at Devonshire-house. 

Accordingly we met, and continued the 
meeting till noon, or after ; in which time he, 
surrounded with those of his own party, as 
liiight abet and assist him, was so fairly foiled 
%nd baffled, a^^d so fully exposed, that he was 
glad to quit the place, and early next morning 
the town also j leaving in excuse for his go- 
ing so abruptly off, (and thereby refusing us , 
another meeting with him, which we had ear- 
nestly provoked him to) this slight shift, that 
he had before given earnest for his passage in 
the stage-coach home, and was not wilting to 
lose it. 

■ I had before this gotten a sight of his book, 
and procured one for my use, on this occasion ; 
but I had not time to read it through: but 
a'while after. Providence cast another of them 
into my hands very unexpectedly; for our dear 
friend George Fox, passing through this coun- 
try among Friends, and lying in his journey at 
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my house, had one of them in his bags, yiW& 
he had made some marginal notes upon. For 
that good man, hke Julius Cassar, witling tp' 
improve all parts of hia time, did usually even 
in his travels, dictate to his amanuensis, what 
he would h^vc committed to writing. 1 knew 
hot that he had this book with him, for he had 
not said any thing to me of it, till going in the' 
morning into his chamber, while he vrai 
dressing himself, I found it lying on the table 
by him. And undei^tandirig that he was going; 
but for a few weeks, to visit Friends in the 
meetings hereabouts, and the neighbouring! 
parts of Oxford and Berkshire, and so rc-' 
turn through this county again, I made bHtf 
to ask him if he would &vour me so much, as 
to leave it with me till his return, that I 
might have the opportunity of reading iX 
tlirough. He consented, and as soon almost' 
as be was gone, I set myself to read it over. 
J^ut I had not gone far iu it, o^, observirfg 
' the many foul falsehoods, malicious slanderSi 
gross perversions and false doctrines abound- 
ing in it, the sense thereof inflamed my breasf 
with a just and holy indignation against th(^; 
work, and that devilish spirit in which it was" 
brought fordi. Wherefore, finding my spirff 
raised and my understanding divinely opeaeA 
to refute it, I began the book again, ■and' 
reading it with pen in hand, answered itpara^' 
graphically as I went. And so clear were the 
openings I received from the Lord thereidr 
that by the time my-friend came back, I had 
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gone throu^ the greatest part of it ; and was 
too far engaged in spirit to think of giving over 
the wotk J wherefore, requesting him to con- 
tjiiue the book a little longer with me, I soon 
f^fier. finished the answer, which, with Friends* 
approbation was printed, under the title of An 
^iHidote against the Infection of William Ro- 
gers' book, miscalled the Christian Quaker, Sec. 
This was written in the year, 1682. But no 
apswer was given to it either by him or any 
other of his party ; though many others were 
concerned therein, and some by name, so faf 
^.I.have ever heard. Perhaps there might 
be an hand of Providence over-ruling them 
therein, to give me leisure to attend some 
trther services, which so<mi after fell upoa me. 
■ 1682. .For it being a stormy time, and per-- 
secution waxing hot, upon the conventicle -act, 
through the busy boldness of hungry inform- 
ers, who, for their own advantage, did not 
ot^ly.themselves hunt after religious and peace- 
able meetings, but drove on the officers (not 
on^ the more inferior and subordinate, but 
in .some j^ces, even the justices also) for fear 
of f enalties, to hunt with them and for them. 
I found a pressure upon my spirit to write a 
smail treatise, to inform such officers, how 
they might secure and defend themselves from 
being ridden by those malapert informers, and 
made their drudges. 

This treatise I called, A Caution to Consta- 
bles and other inferior Officers, concerned in 
the £xecution of the Conventicle-Act. With 
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some Observations thereupon, burobly offered 
by way of Advice, to such well-meaning and 
moderate Justices of ihe Peace, as would 
not willingly ruin their Peaceable Neigh- 
bours, &..C. 

1683. This was thought to have some good 
service where it came, upon such sober and 
moderate officers, as well justices as consta- 
bles, &c. as acted rather by constraint than 
choice ; by encouraging them to stand their 
ground, with more courage and resolution, 
against the insults of saucy informers. 

But whatever ease it brought to others, it 
brought me some trouble, and had like to have 
brought me into more danger, had not Provi- 
dence wrought my deliverance by an unex- 
pected way. . , 

For as soon as it came. forth in print, which 
was in the year 1683, one WilJiatn Ayrs of 
Watford, in Hertfordshire, a Friend, and an ac- 
quaintance of mine, who was both an apothe- 
cary and barber, being acquainted with divers 
of the gentry in those parts, and going often 
to some of their houses to trim them, took one 
of these books wiih him, when he went to trim 
Sir Benjamin Titchborn, of Rickmansworth, 
and presented it to him, supposing he would 
have taken it kindly, as in like cases he had 
formerly done. But it fell out otherwise. For 
he looking it over, after Ayrs was gone, and 
taking it by the wrong handle, jenteriaiiied an 
evil opinion* of it, and of me for it, though he 
knew me not. 
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He thereupon communicated both the book 
and his thoughts upon it, to a. neighbouring 
justice, living in Rickmansworth, whose name 
W3S Thomas FothCrly ; who concurring with 
him in judgment, they ctmcluded that I shoukl 
■be taken up and prosecuted for it, as a sedi- 
tious book ; for a libel they could not call it, 
my name being to it at length. 

Wherefore, sending for Ayrs, who had 
brought the hook, justice Titchborn examined 
him if he knew me, and where I dwelt. Who 
telling him he knew me well, and had been 
often at my house, he gave him in charge to 
give me notice, that I should appear before 
him and the other justice, at Rickmansworth 
on such a day ; threatening that if I did not 
appear, he himself should be prosecuted for 
spreading the book. 

This put William Ayrs in a fright. Over 
he came in haste with this message tome ; 
troubled that he should be a means to bring 
Aie into trouble. But I endeavoured to give 
him ease, by assuring him I would not fail, 
with God's leave, to appear at the time and 
place appointed, and thereby free him from 
trouble or danger. 

In the interim, I received advice by gn ex- 
press out of Sussex, that Guli Penn, with 
whom I had had an intimate- acquaintance* 
and firm friendship ft-om onr very youths, was 
very dangerously ill, her husband being then 
absent in Pennsylvania, and that she had s 
great desire to see and speak with me. - i 
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This pnt me to a great strait, and"brought 
« sore exercise on my mind. I was drvided 
betwixt honour and friendship. I had en- 
gaged my word to appear before the justices, 
tvtiich to omit, would bring dishonour on mi 
and my profession. To stay till that time was 
come and past, ought probidily prove (ift 
should then be left at liberty) too late to an- 
swer her desire, and satisfy friendsMp. 

After some! little deliberatimi, I resolved as 
the best expedient to answer both ends, to gA 
over next m<n7iing to the justices, and lay my 
strait before them ; and try if I coutd procmre 
from them a respite of my appearance beforft 
them, until I had been in Sussex, and paid the 
duty of friendship to my sick friend. Which 
I had the more hopes to t^tain, because IkneMr 
those justices had a great respect (or' Gtilh 
For when WHIiam Penn and she vftre ■ first 
married, they lived for seme years at RiCk:* 
mansworth, in which time they contracted 4 
neighbourly friend^ip with both these justice 
and theirs ; who ever after retained a kind re* 
gard for them both. . , . - 

Early therefore in the morning I rode arcti 
But being wholly a stranger to the jastice^;^! 
went first to Watford, that I might take Ayrs 
along with me, who supposed himself to have 
some interest injustice Titt^bom ; and when 
I came there, (inderstanding that' anodiCr Friend 
of that town, whose name was John -Wells, 
♦as well acquainted with the other justice, 
Fotherly ; having imparted to diem tte ocea- 
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sjon of my cpmittg, X took tbem boA witb me,. 

l^d wWd back.to.Kickmaofiworth. Wlk^re. 
b^vini; put oun horses up.qt. an inn, and leav- 
ing?-'WUliam Aycg, who was a stranger to 
FiWtb^rly, there. I went with Jobn.Vyellt) tu 
f>ofb«^ly'» hou»e ; and ^ipg brought into a 
^ir hall, I tarried tb^'e while Wells went ^into 
t^e parlevr ^him* and having acquainted hiiT) 
that I w«8 there,, and deured to speak with 
iNtm^, ibrought him to me w^ih severity in his 
fi^ufitenMice. . 

■f'•A■S^er^ h^ h^d asked me,, in a. tone which 
Opake dijipk^^r^, what I had to s^y b> him ? 
iK^.hm. I oame to wait on-hiin, upon an, 
MMBwtion given me, that he bad something 
tD wy to pte ; h^ tberetipQn pltioking my book 
Ottl-Qrir.'his.^EOQket, asked'ipe if I owned myself 
tO.lie the author of that book ? I told him if 
In pk^sed to let mp look iato it, if it were 
qfirt^ I would not deny it. He diercupon 
giving it mto my hand, when I had turned aver ■ 
thQjesves and looked it through, finding it to 
Im M-'it cuae from the [wcss, I told .him I 
wrote the book, and would own it, all but the 
^TflTS of the prea9- Whereupon, he looking 
gtfirslf on me, qnswered, Your own errors 
ypu should have said. 

- paving innocency on my side, I w^s not ai 
4U daunted at either his speech or looks, bu£ 
lineUflg the Lord present with me, I replied, I 
kQOW' there are errOTS of the pre^s iu it, .and ' 
therefore I excepted them ; but I do not know 
tiwiv is any error of mine in it, and therefore 
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cannot estcifpt them. Bbt, «dd(<d I, if^ tbaU 
pteasest to shew me any err** (#»!««■ in'-it/f 
^11 readtl)' both acknowledge and wtr&ct'iti 
And thereupon I desired him te give'the ati'lfi^ 
stance in any one passage in tliat bookj'irtifttfei. 
in he thought 1 had erred. He said he liWdM 
not go to particulars, but charge ttit mth- th^ 
general contents of the whole book: I r«pKMi' 
that such a charge would be too general fdr 
me to give a particular answtr to ; but'iif **!e 
would assign me aity partictiiar paaaige,"'^ 
sentence in tlic book, wherein he appMheVidtid 
Uie ground of olfence to lie, when' I'slMUid' 
.have opened the wrms, and explain** -rty 
meaning therein, he might pet4iap^ find «ll^iit 
to change his mind,' Hnd entertain a better apJs 
nion, both of the book and me. And ihei* 
fere I again intreated him; to let mte^ kttMT 
what particular pa'tisage or passages had giVM 
him an <^nce. He told me, I neededhot toibe 
' in so much haste, for that I might ^titfrb'it 
timely enough, if not too soon ; -bat thi*,-aaid 
(le, is not tiie day appointed for y^^rhearift^ 
arfd therefore, added be, what-I pray^ m^ 
you in such hasteto come now ? 1 ittW MSft 
I hoped he would not tftke it forfln KrgiktitKt 
of guilt, that I came before I was sent ^ri^Mid 
offered mysfcif to my purgatimi beF&re^hc tittii 
appointed. And this I spake "with soihewlut 
a brisker air ; which had so much ifduerlee da 
' him, as to bring a somewhat softer sfer overbid 
countenatice. - 

Then going <m, I told him'Jiiad a parttrariu' 
occasion, which induced me to come now ; 



which was, that- 1 received advice last night, ' 
by an express out of Sussex, tliat William 
Penn's wife, with whom I had had an iatimate 
acquaintance, and strict friendship, al> ipsit 
fere incunahilisy at lta»t, a teneris urtguicuiis, 
lay now there very ill; not without greatdanger, 
in the apprehension of those about her, of her 
life : and that ehe bad eKfH--es9ed her desire 
that I would come to her as soon as I could ; 
the rather, for that her husband was absent in 
America.' That this had brought a' great 
Urait upon me, being divided between 
friendship and duty ; willing to visit my friend 
in her ilUiess, which the natiur and law of 
fi-iend^ip required, yet unwilliog toomh my 
(hity, by failing of my appearance before him 
atttl the ot^r }usttoe, according to their cem- 
rnafid and my promise > le&t I should thereby 
subject, not my own reputation only, but the 
reputation of my religious profession, to the 
^spiekm of guilt, and censure of ^ willingly 
shiutning a trial. To prevent which, I had 
chosen ta uiticipate the time, and come -now t 
to see if 1 oould give them satisfaction in what 
tbe;y had to object against roe ; andnhereupoa 
beii^ dismissed, pursue my journey into 
Sussex ; or if by them detained, to submit t^ 
Providence; and by an .express, toacquaint my 
friend therewith, both to free her from an ex* 
p«ctati«A of my coming, and myself froW' any 
imputation of vwglect. 

While I thus delivered myself I observed a 
«en^M:-aEteratj,9p-in the j.'UsUce ; -.audi wliCn i 
y2 
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tutd done speaking, he first said he was"vei7 
sorry for Madam Penn's illness; of whose 
vitue and worth he spake very hi^ly, yetiiDt 
Hiore than was her due ; then he told me, 
That for her sake, he would do what he 
eould to further my viftit to her, but, said he, 
I am bnt one, and of myself can do noticing 
in it ; therefore yon must go to Sir Benj»niD 
Ttchbom, and if he be at home, see if yoa 
can prevail with him to meet me, that wc niay 
consider of it. 

But I can assure you, added he, the nutter 
which wilt be laid to your charge concerning 
your book, is of greater importance tiim you 
seem to think it. For your book has been 
laid before the king and council ; and the earl 
of Bridgwater ^who is one of the council)'hath 
thereupon g^en ns command to examine you 
about It, and secure you. 

I wish, said I, I -could speak with the earl 
mysetf; for I make no doubt but to acquit my- 
self unto him: andtKldedI> if thou pteasest 
to give me thy letter to him, I will wait upcm 
him with it forthwith. For although I know, 
fsootinued'l, that he hath no fiivonr f(R< ai^ of 
my persvasion, yet knowing myself to be 
wholly innocent in this matter, lean with con- 
fidence appear bcfne turn, or cfcn before the 
king in council. 

Well, satt) he, I see yoa are c<mfident, bot 
for all that, let me tell you, how good soever 
your intention was, you timed the publishing 
of your book very wlackily t fer yoa cAhnot be 
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i^orant, tbat there is & very daogerou^ plot 
lately discovered, contrived bj the dissenters 
agfunst the government, and his majesty's 
1^. (This was the Rye-plot, then newly brolee 
fdrth^ and laid upoti the Presbyterians ;) and 
for you, added he, to publish abook just a2 
that juncture of time,' to discourage the tnagis- 
tratcs and- other officers, from putting in eac- 
ccution those laws, which were made to 
'suppr^s their meetings, looks, I must tell 
you, but with a scurvy countenance upon 
you. 

' If, replied I, with somewhat a pleasanter 
air, there was any mis>timing in the case, it 
must lie on the part of- those plotters, for tim- 
'ing the breaking forth of their plot while my 
book was printing; for I can bring very good 
•proof, that niybook was in the press, and well 
nigh wrought off, before any man talked, or 
knew of a plot, but those who were in it. 

Here our discourse ended, and I, taking for 
the present my leave of him, went to my horse, 
Bml chsn^ng my companion, rode to justice 
Ticbbom's, haying- with me Wtltiam Ayrs, 
^vho was best acquainted with him, and- who 
haA casually brought this trouble on me. ' 
- When he had introduced me to Tichbwn, 
I gave trim a like acconnt of the occasion of 
my coming at that time, as I had before given 
to the other justice. - And both he aiut his 
lady, who was present, expressed much con- • 
ccm for Guti-Fenn's illness. 

libtmdthisnan tobe of quite another tcjmper 
than justice Fotherty ; for this man was smooth,^ 
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soft and oily i whereas, the othe^ was rather 
rough, severe and sharp. Yet at the windiog 
up, I foiuid Fotherly my trueat friepd.. 

When I had told Sir Benjamin Tichbora 
tfiat I came from justice Fotherly, and request- 
ed him to give him a meeting, tq.ccHiaider of my 
businoss* he readily, witfa^t any hesitatioa, 
told nte he would go with me to Rickmans- 
worth (from which his house was distant about 
a mile ;). and calling fwhis horses, mounted 
immediately ; and to Rickmansworth we 
rode. 

After they had been a little while tc^ether, 
I was called in before them ;. and .in the first 
fi&ce they examined me, what was my inten- 
tion apd design in writing that book. I told 
tbem, the introductory part of it, gave a plain 
account of it, viz. That it was'-to get easfr 
from the penalties of a severe law, often ex- 
ecuted with too great a severity, by unskilful 
oficers, who were driven on beyond the bouads 
of their duty, by the impetuous threats of a 
sort of insolent fellows (as needy as greedy) 
who, for their own advantage, sought our 
ruin. To' prevent which was the design and 
drifrof tJiAt book: by acquainting such cheers 
bow they might safely demean themselves, in 
the execution of their offices, towards their, 
honetttand peaceable neighbours, without ruin* 
ing either their neighbours or themselves, to 
' enrich some of the w(M-st of men. And that 
1 humbly conceived it was neither unlawful, 
Bor unreasow^le ibr asu&rer .to do t^s, so 
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Iftn^ as it was done hi a fair, sober and'pifcace-' 
abie tnr^. 

They then put me in mind of the plot ; told' 
ihc it was a troublesome and "dangerous time, 
aiHl my book mighf be construed to import 
sedition, In discouragingthe officers from put- 
ting the laws in execution, as by law and by* 
*cir oath they were bound. And in fine^ 
bron^t it to this issue, That they were direct-* 
id to secure me,- by a commitment to prison, 
until the assize, at which I should receive- 
a further charge, than they were provided 
now t&give me ; but because ihey were dcMr-- 
dos to forward my visit to Madimi Fenn, they- 
t6ld me they would admit me to bail ; and 
l^^fore, if I would enter a recognizance^ 
#ich. sufficient sureties for my appew-ance ac 
Ac- nest assize, they would leave me at liber- 
^ to go on my journey. 

' I told them I could not do it. They said 
they would give me as little trouble as they 
eould, and therefore they would not piit me to 
ieek bail, but would accept those two friends 
dPmine, who were (hen present-, to be bound 
iv4lth me for my appearance, 
i- I-let them know my strait lay not in the 
difficulty of procuring sureties ; for I did swp- 
pbse- myself to have sufficient acquaintance^ 
and credit in that place, if, on soch an occasion 
I could be free to use it; but as I knew- my- 
self to be an innocent man, 1 had not satisfac- 
tion in myAlfto desire others to be bound for 
me, n<A to enter myself into a recognizance ; 
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^t carrying in it, to my jt^prehciwoD, a rth 
Bfiction on my inaocency, and the -re^tatigo 
of my christian, profession. 

Here we stuck and strug^d about this a 
fretty while ; till at Jength, findii^ tat fixed 
in my judgment, and reserved rai^r tO'goi .to 
prison thangive bail, they a^ed nt^ It' I waA 
against appearing, or only agaimst being bpund 
with suretiesito' appear. I told lh«in I was 
not against appearing; which as I could<pot 
avoid if I would, so 1 would not if I teight. 
I?ut was ready and wiUing.to appear, if teqm^ 
«d,. to answer whsteoever. should be><chit^;9l(i 
ag^nst me. But in wiy case of fk r^igioujs aa* 
lore, or wherein my chri^tiaa pcofo^aicw mi^ 
f^mceroed, (which I took this :ca&e toibe) I 
eould-net yield to give,y^ny other, or. lurches 
MOUrity, th^k «ay word ,or proi^is^ - a&,* 
christian. , .;-.-■. 

They, unwUlkig to commit me, took hold 
^■ihat ; and asked if I would promise, .to ap- 
pear. I anstwtivd,- Ves; with due limita*aoi)9. 
What do you- mean by due Umitatio9»^. $vd 
Ihey; Imean, replied I, if J am notdisahle^.or 
[tfevented by sickness, or imprieepmeiat. ffofa- 
added I, as you allege that it is a troublesQttA 
time, 1 perhaps may find it so. I-mayj^fof 
aught I know, be seized and impriwoed oUts 
where, on the saote account for which I np«r 
stand here before you ; and if I should* hojir 
then could I appear at the assize in this cduq* 
ty ! Oh, said they, these are due>4imitati(»is, 
indeed ! sickness or imprisonment are lawful, 
excuses; and if either of these befalyou, we 
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iSuSl not expect your afi^^earaiice heft -; but 
then you must certify us that you are 30 dis* 
abled by sic^ncBS or xestraint. 

But, said I, how shall I know, when and 
where I shall wait upon you again,, after my 
return from Susses i Ycm need not, said 
they, trouble yoitr«elf about that, wewilttak« 
care Eo gire you notice of both time and phee ; 
and till you hear from us, you may dispose 
l^ourseir as ycAi please. 

Well then, said I, I do premise you, that 
when I shall have i:eceived fttan you a iresh 
command to ^pear before you, I u^l, if the 
Lord permit me life, health -and liberty, ap~ 
pear when and where you shall apf»oint. 
' It Is .enough, . said diey, we will take your 
word : and, desiring me to give their hearty- 
tenets and service to Madam Penn, they 
dismissed me with their good wishes ibr a good 
journey. 

:I was sensible, l4iBt in this they had det^ 
very favourably and'kindly wrtbme: therefore, 
i'CctuM not but acknowledge to them the sense 
I -bad thereof. Which dorte, I took leave cf 
theni, and mounting, returned home with 
«4iat haste I could, to let my wife know how 
I-had sped. And having given her a sum- 
mary account of the business, I took horse 
again; and went so far that evening towards 
Worrainghurst, that I got thithei- pretty early 
next morning, and to my great sati^etion, 
found my friend in an hopeful way towards « 
lecovery, ^ 
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I Stayed some dayn with- her ; and then find- 
ing her illness wear daily oiF, and some other 
Fnends being come from London to visit het, 
I, mtedful of my engagement to the justice^ 
and unwilling by too long an absence tog^ve 
them occasion to saspect 1 was willing to avoid 
ibeir summons, leaving those other Friends tit 
bear her company longer, took my leave df 
her and them, ant) set my face homewank; 
carrying with nie the welcome account of m;^ 
iriend's recovery. 

Being returned .home, I waited in dally e±> 
pectationof a command.from the jiistices, to 
'appear again before tliera, but none came. J 
spake with those Friends who had beeii 
■with me, when I was before tbem, and they 
said, They had heard nothing of it horn them-, 
Jalthough they had since been in company with 
Ihem. At length the assise came, but no no- 
tice was givai to me, that I should appear 
there i in fine; they never troubled themselves, 
nor me, any further aboUt it. 

Thus was a cloud that looked black, and 
threatened agreat storm, blown gently over 
by a providential breath ; which 1 could not 
but with a thankful mind, acknowledge to 
the all- great, all-good, all-wise Disposer, in 
whose hand, and at whose command, the 
hearts of all men, even the greatest are, and 
who turns their counsels, disappoints their 
purposes, and defeats their designs aiid ct>n- 
trivances'as he pleases. For if my dear friend 
GuH Penn had not faJkn sitk, if I had not 
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tliereupon been sent for .to. ho-, I had.notpre- 
vcDted the time of my appearance, but had ^- 
peared on the day appointed. And as I after- 
wards understood, tJtuit was the day af^iuted 
for the appearance of a great many per&ons of 
the dissenting party, in &at side of the county, 
who were to oe taken up and secured, on the 
account of the afore-mentioned plot, whicfi 
had been cast upon the Presbyterians. So 
that If I had then appeared, with and among^ 
them, I had, in all likelihood, been sent to 
gaol with them for company, and that under 
the imputation of a plotter ; than which, no- 
thing was more contrary to my profession and 
inclination.. 

But though I came off so easy, it fared o^t 
so well with others ; for the storm increasing* 
many Friends in divers parts, both of city ai^ 
country, suffered greatly ; tlie i?ense whereof 
did deeply affect nie ; and the more, for that 
I observed the magistrates, not thinking the 
laws which had been made agjunst.us severe 
enough, perverted the law in order to punish 
us. For calling our peaceable meetings riots, 
(which in the legal notion of the word lipt, 
Is a contradictiqn in terms) they indicted our 
Friends as rioters for only sitting in a meeting, 
though nothing was there either said ot done 
by them ; and then set fines on them at plea- 
sure. 

This r knew to be not only a|[ainst right 
and justice, but even against law ; and it trou- 
"blcd me to think, .that we should be m&de to 
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safer not ■wAy bf laws made dhcctiy agriast | 
Us, but even hy -Uws tbat did not act aH c(»- ■ 
cem H9. Nor was it long before I bad occa- | 
MOD-oftred, more thorotigbly to conirader ibis ' 



. Fora justiceoFiiKpeapeinifaiscout^; wb» j 
was caUcd Sir Dennis Hampson, xX TapJow, i 
breaking in with a paitjr of horse apon a litde 
' meeting near Woobnm, in his ncighboarhoodt i 
the 1st of the 6fUi month, 1«83, sent mnst t€ j 
the men, to the nntnber of twenty-three, whiwa i 
he found there, to Afesfotity 'prison, . thou^ j 
most of them were poor men, who lived by j 
'their labour } and not gobig himself to the I 
next quarter-sessions at Buckingham, on the | 
''i'2th -of die-same month, sent his clerk with 
•direction, rtiat they should be indicted for a 
'iiot. Whither the prisoners were carried and 
indicted -accordingly ; and being pressed by 
■the court totraverseandgxvebaiJ, they moved 
to be -tried forthwith, but that was denied 
them. Aiid they ^ving %n writing the reasoo ; 
-of thdr refostng bail aiidfees, were remanded ! 
fo prison till next quarter'sessioas; bat 
'Wniiam Woodfaouse was again bailed, (as he 
liad'-been before) and William Maaon aibl 
-John fteeve, who not being Friends but casii.- 
-ally taken at that meeting, entered 'rec<^iit 
zance as ihe-coort desired; add so were re- 
leased till next sessions. Before which time 
Mason died, and Reeve being sick appearoi 
Tiot, but got himself taken off. And in the 
■rfghth month following, the-^twenty-one jwi- 
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soners that remained were brought to trial ; 
A jury was found who brought in a pretended 
■verdict, that they were guilty of a riot, for only 
sitting peaceably together without word or ac- 
tion, though there was no proclamation made, 
nor they required to depart ; but one of the 
jury-men afterwards did confess he knew not 
what a riot was, yet the prisoners were fined 
a n<AIe a piece, and re-committed to prison 
during life (a hard sentence) or the king's 
pleasure, or until they should pay the said fines. 
William Woodhouse was forthwith discharg- 
ed, by his kinsman's paying the fine ami fees 
for him. Thomas Dell and Edward Moor also, 
by other people of the world, paying their 
fines and fees for them; and shortly after 
Stephen Pewsey, by the town and parish where 
he lived, for fear his wife and children should 
become a charge upon them. The other se- 
venteen remained prisoners, till king James' 
proclamation of pmlon, whose names were 
Thomas and William Sexton, Timothy 
Child, Robert Moor, Richard James, Wil- 
liam and Robert Aldridge, John Ellis, Geoi|;e 
Salter, John Smith, William Tanner, WiU 
Ham Batchelor, John Dolbin, Andrew Bro- 
thers, Richard Baldwin, John Jennings and 
Robert Austin. 
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SUPPLEMENT 

TO THE 

histohy of the life 

THOMAS ELLWOOD. 



OUR dear friend Tliomas EUwood^ fot 
whom we cannot but have an honourable 
esteem, for. hia service in the church, having 
written an historical account of part of his 
life, .well worth the knowledge of posterity, 
so far ai it jgoes, viz. to the year 1683, and 
there left on. Whether he writ any further, 
fx whether ever he. designed it, or for what 
reason he did not proceed, is uncertain ; but so 
it is, that no more of it can be found at pre- 
sent, which is to be lamented, he being a man 
so. eminent many ways, that any part of it 
should be lost. In consideration whereof, it 
rose in my heart to write something in ord^ 
to supply the de&ciency thereof; many things 
occurring to my mind which It is a pity should 
have been omitted. Therefore for the respect 
I bore him, and owe to his memory (being ac- 
quainted with him for more than the -last 
twenty years of his life) I shall endeavour to 
make up that<kfe(;t.as far as I am capable of, 
though far short of uhat himself might have 
done, by giving an account of some of the 
most m^tejial passages of the remaining part 
z 2 
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of his life, and such memorials of him and iSs 
works as came to my hands; which I ^hall 
set down with vs much brevity and i^nness 
as I can, in sincerity to him, and the truth be 
professed and adcwned. Particularly of his 
labours, writings, sufferings and end, from the 
time he left off. 

But first I must look back a little, to give 
some additional account of some passages in 
relation to his answers to the priests aboBt 
tithes, for tlw reader's information and satis- 
faction, which every body may not know ; to 
prevent misapprehensions in the case. 

In the year 1676, he answered a nameless 
book, miscalled, A friendly Conferente be- 
tween a Minister and a Parishioner of his in- 
clining, to Quakerism ; in a book entitled. 
Truth prevailing and detecting Error ; which 
he divided into nine chapters, aiccording to 
the various subjects treated of; wherein thit 
nameless author had endeavoured to misre- 
present us; the last of Which was of tithes 
' This,' to use his own words, 'pinching the 
priests in a tender part, the belly, (as Eras- 
mus wittily said Luther did the monks) made 
them bestir themselves, and lay their heads 
together, to consider what was to be done.* 
Aner divers debates, and much consultation, 
as he was informed about it, it was at last re- 
solved to answer that6rst; which though tie 
■ last chapter in his book, yet having the first 
and chiefest place in the priests' minds and 
affections, tht priests' Delilah, the very dM-- 
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fing and minion of the clergy, says 'Thotnas 
£llwood, the oil by which their lamp is nou- 
lished; the pay by wbtch their array is main- 

.tained; (as the priest confesses,) and to take 
avray. tithes, would be to stop the oil that 
nourishes the lamp, and force them to disband 
for want of pay. This being, their chiefest 
concern, and lying nearest at heart, obtained 
from them the first and chiefest defence ; which 

.at length came forth by a nameless author also, 
in a book entitled The right of tithes as- 
jserted and proved. To which Thomas Ell- 
wood replied in 1678, in a large book, entitled 
The Foundation of Tithes Shaken, and. the 
four principal Posts of Divine Institution, Pri- 
mitive Practice, Voluntary Donation and Posi- 
tive Laws, on which the nameless author of 

: the said book had set his pretended Right to 
Xitbes, removed. Tracing them all along, 
from the Patriarchs to the time of the Law; 
shewing the design and use of them under 
it ; and how they were abolished by the coming 
and suffering of Christ in the flesh ; and how 
they came to be set up again in the Declen- 
sion of the Church, by popish kings and 

.councils, in the night of apostacy, ftu- super- 

'jgtitious and idolatrous ends and uses, con- 
trary to the Gospel Dispensation, and con- 
sequently not obligatory on Christians, by any 
Divine Right, to pay in this Gospel Day; 
answering all the Objections and Pretences, 
which were brought by that Author for them 
from the four fore-mentioned Topics. 
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To fhk- book of Thomas ElIwoQd's Ibera 
was a pretended answeE put forth two yeats 
after» auppoaed by the author of the former^ 
btit nameless stitl; the author not dariag to 
own bis wtH-k with his name, (thoug'h since 
called Combers) entitled. The Bight of Tithe$ 
Be.asserted; wherein the proofe from the four 
former points, are said to be further streogthr 
tned and vindicated ; espeeiaDy from the ob»- 
iections taken out of Mif. Selden's History of 
Tithes ; as if it was diiefly designed against 
John Selden; Thomas Ellnood's name or 
book, not being so much as mentioned in the 
title page, though often in the book, as if it 
was, however, designed as an answer to him; 
which, therefore, Thomas Ellwood, though 
not entitled to it, took in hand to rejiun to, 
and had begun and made some considerable 
progress in. it, but before he had gone through 
or finished it, some other occasions falling in 
his way, , (of which hereafter) it was laid by 
and never finished,, though. be had wrote,, a^ 
he told me, near siJity sheets, (though I find 
but forty-aix amongh his pa|)ers; but these 
with his notes and quotations,, will make near 
sixty) for he had collected, a vast number of 
materials put of authors, in order thereto, as 
appears by.his papera, which I have since seeru 
For thus it was, that some of the priests* party; 
vaunting that this second book of the priests 
was not ,answ:ered,, I took occasion once aj; 
toiidoo, in the year 1692, to speak. to him 
about it; and he told iu«.that the, substfippe of 
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the priests' arguments in this second book, > 
\ycre answered in his former, The Founda- 
tion of Tithes Shaken ; only some new quo- 
tations. which he -had brought; and that was 
what he chiefly designed to deal with the priest 
about, to examine and clear, by adding some 
new ones also ; but that he never expected to 
have the last word with the priests about 
tithes; which their interest lay so much in, 
that they would never be satisfied, but always 
be cavilling about some way or other, how. 
little soever it was to the purpose: and some- 
other services taking him off, he laid it by.; 
Which I mention to satisfy any who may ques-' 
tion, in their minds, why it was never answer- 
ed, or at least gone through ; and this is the' 
reason why I resumed this matter. 

' In handling the argument of tithes,' says 
he, in a paper found among his manuscripts, 
as an introduction to his said intended answer,' 
' I write with this disadvantage, that I encoun- 
ter B numerous party and brder of men, with 
whom interest is far more prevalent than truth;' 
whose profit will not permit them to yield to 
reason, whose advantage will not suffer them 
to acknowledge the plainest demonstration; 
their gain as apparently lying in that which I 
oppose, as De/netrius' and' his fellow crafls- 
Hien the silvcrsmithB of Ephestis did, in that 
which" the apostle preached against, Afcts xix. 
35, 26. Hence is it that they bend all thcip 
strength; and employ their utmost force to 
maintain this point, by which they are: main- 
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laioed' ; and like^ dictse shtti^-inaktrs of Ald^ . 
the^ eodeavour ta cavry it by noise and cla>. 
moux, iD&tead of truth and reason. Hot do^. 
they regard -what th^ say, how febesoev^'r 
or wh<un they bespatter, how undcserTcdl^ 
soever, ia order to th« upholding the'v ador-. 
•d Diana, at^ enjoying their .most beloved 
Delilah^ tithes. My present adversary is- 
not ashamed to say [page, chk, two) That I, 
and my feltow quaking speakers, z& he re- 
proachfully .calls usy have ouf gain by- railing. 
agaiojst tithes. A change, so apparently and 
ridiculously false, thaX it needs no nuure thaft. 
its own ntalice and folly t» detect U. Widr 
equal reason might DemetriuS; have charged? 
St. Paul,, that he and his brethren, had theii^. 
gain by impugriing thn idolatrous worsbipkO^ 
Piaii% 

Sacrilege, and idolatry, , the priests^ay, aeff 
sins Dear qf kin ; but (ovetonsness and the 
clergy are perhapa nearer. The great outcry 
against sacrilege 13 made for the most part' 
by idolators and ialseministers ; who, asr Uuy 
are most greedy and crafty to get, se^ are they 
most solicitous and careft^ to keep, mtrat enra- 
ged and clamorons, when they come to loa&' 
vieir unjustly acquired gains. Thus, was vL 
with the popish elergy, after they bad gulled 
^people by areligiovs «heat^ e£ a great part 
q( Uieir suhataDGe, th«y labouced to terri^ 
them by the namf! of spciilegcv &ora attempt* 
ng to recover that which had been so fraudu* 
Ifindjjr, gotten frwa tfaeia, oaA, dsu^tjcas ibd 
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-English «*t*gy, ■is -Aey def i W in -chief phrt, 
■ the- ■maiBteBaiTce they possess from iheirpre- 
dece^ors, the pojM^ dergy, from whom 
-they Tcceived their priesthood, have therewith 
- also •u&.tn up from thMi 'thetr dd cff of sdcri- 
■legc, ■ with whidi, *a a -bugbear, they would 
'aearciafifrom attempting to discover the cheat. 
But the -legal alienBtioii of a great part of those 
'sdrrepEftious aoquisitiens of the clergy, begun 
■ttr Henry the VIII. time, carried on in Ed- 
"WMfl the VI. and completed in queen Eliza- 
'beth's, (of these three, the two last were Pro* 
tjestant princes) hath^baftd the <edgc of that 
^ertcal wei^n,' and strtisfied the disinlenested 
part of the mition, that the word- sttcrilege, in 
■this* case, is but like • a scBre<«row, espe- 
ciaUy Tvhen used by' the priests for'their own 
'pro&t, as most oommoitly it is; ibrthou^ 
ite^y pretend the maiirtenance -of God's wor- 
ship, yet it is their own luaintenwce they in- 
tend. And herein Demenius and they most 
puiyttgpce i for he also ui^ed, as the most 
i^Kcious pretence, and which was tnoiit likely 
to impress the people, the danger, lest by 
I^LuI's preaching, the temple of the greai god- 
dess Diitna should be despised and her magni- 
ficence destroyed^ Acts six. 27. Whereas 
the great inducement to him for stirring, was 
-fte danger lest his craft should be set at -nought, 
and he should thereby lose the gains he made 
by Diana's temple, ver. 25, 27. Do the 
piiests now- cry out against sacrilege ? So did 
DeinetriuB aad hu crafusmen then. Did they 
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ckMk their private intei«st with a seemiag. re- 
gard and caie for the temple and magni£^n(:;|C 
of their goddess Diana ? So do the priests 
theirs now, with a pretence of zeal for the wor- 
sliip of God. Did they in their fury take oo 
notice of the magistrates* nor laws of their 
country .' So neither do many of the priests 
now, who, without regard to law or magis- 
-trates, run furiously and tumultuously into 
their neighbours' grounds, with their servants 
and teams, and forcibly and arbitrarily take, 
.juid carry away their com and hay, when, 
where, and in what quantity they ple^e. Will 
the priests allege, that notwithstanding these 
irregular practices, yet they have the laws and 
magistrates on their sides? So had Dcine> 
trius and his company too ; while the goq^ 
apostle, not backed by laws, nor countenanced 
by magistracy, was yet enabled by Divine ^ 
sistance, to stand the shock c^ all their rage 
and fury, -and boldly to testify against, that 
which was corrupt and naught, slthough it 
had the fayour and support of a law and magis- 
tracy too ; and indeed, so apt is the conin^t- 
ison in most respects, between those shrine- 
makers, and these tithe-ukers, that my adr : 
versary in vain, labours to retort it ; for even 
the very particulars he instances to cast if upoji , 
me, fix it the more firmly on the head of him- 
self, and his own party. 

I^for is he less put to it to avoid the force of 
his own unwary expressions of the oil fpr the 
lamp, "and pay for the soldier ; whereby he i 
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hath discovered that he and his brethren are 
Oiere mercenary men, whose lamp will biirn 
no longer than it is fed with the oil of tithes. 
Thiis' was one of the arcana cUri, a secret, 
"it seems, that should not have been divulged. 
But chikh^n, and he knows who besides, are- 
Said to teU true. And he having incensider- 
ately blabbed it out, his chief care and art is 
now how to palliate, extenuate, and mince the 
■matter, and varnish it over with some kind 
of flourish, that the ground of it may not be 
teen; bat this he does so weakly, and Iay« 
his colour so tliin, that even die weakest e}'e 
inay. easily see throHgh it. The mention I 
in»le of these passages in my fbnner book, he 
.calls tedious, and nauseous repetitions; and 
tedious no doubt, and nauseous it is to him 
and his brethren, to see the false foundation of 
their ministry so openly exposed ; but so little 
do I fear those repetitions being nauseous or 
ledioas to the indifferent reader, that upon 
this occasion, I desire him to peruse them 
again, in the sixth, seventh, eighth and ninth 
pages of my former book. 

From tithes being the oil to their lamp, and 
pay to their army, he says, I draw, as I imagine, 
a cutting consequence, viz. That their lamps 
win not burn without oil, nor they fight with- 
out pay. This cutting consequence, as he 
calls it, he touches as tenderly, as if he was 
afraid it would cut his fingers ; though he well 
knew, that in the wording of it, he had taken 
t)S- its edge as much as he could ; for if my 
4a 
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consequence had been c»ly, tbat their hm^ 
' will not burn without oil, it would not ^usa 
have been so keen. He miglu then hsvere^t 
ed. Whose will i Can any lamp bum without 
oil ? No sure ; every lamp must have m1, b^ 
the oil should be snitable to the lamp ; an oat* 
ward lamp should have outward col, an in< 
ward lamp inward oil. Now they pretoitliDg 
tiieir ministry to be a spiritual lamp, a rcl^ouB 
lamp, (as the true ministry indeed is* and 
can be nourished only by the spiritual^ 
heavenly oil of the Divine eternal word ; ) and 
yet confessing tithes to be ttie oit that nourished 
their ministerial lamp, and without which their 
lamp will not bum ; this plunly ^>ews theiv 
lamp is not spiritual, nor their ministry what 
they pretend, &,c. 

By this we may judge, gx pede fferculem^ 
of the piiest's performance ; and Thomas £Mi 
wood's answer, had he gone through and fin- 
ished it, which yet X hope, so far ^ he hatb 
gone, may one time or other see the li^t, be-' 
ing well worth tht perusal as it is ; and had 
he finished it, I am satisfied it would luive 
been a very serviceable piece ; no hand, in my 
judgment, being- more capable of- such a per- 
formance. But he had, as I sakt, some other 
services on his hands to divert him ; of which 
his answer to William Rogers' great book, 
aforesaid, in 1683, entitled. An Antidote 
against the Infection of William Rogers' Book 
miscalled the Christian Quaker; in five parts^ 
Soon after, no doubt, vas one containing 
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above Haxty fleets, in idiich he answered him 
chapter by chapter, and almost paragraph by 
paragraph y in relation to church governtnent, 
and the good (Hder of truth est^tbhed 
amongst us ; and also as to most of the prin- 
dpIcB of truth, which the stud William Rogers 
in one part of his work, had endeavoured to 
pervert to his own ends. A kborious work 
it was, and difficult task to go tiirougK so even- 
ly as be hath done. And though it is ccm- 
troversy, yet pleasant to read; as also his 
Caution to Constables, and other Inferior Of* 
fic^^, concerning the-Kxecutton of the Con- 
vcntide Act. With some Observations tliere- 
tipon. Humbly ofiered by way of advice, to 
Such wdl-meaning and moderate Justices of 
the Peace, as would not willingly rain their 
Feaceabk Neighbours, &c. -. Which is men- 
tioned in his own account. 
' 1663. And now to come to the time where 
he breaks off his own relation, and to carry it on 
in' some measure, Plough i^ short and infe. 
ttorto what his own hand could have done. 
For it caaaot be expected that any one can 
write atuither man's life like himself; ther^ 
being many passages, public and private, out- 
ward and inward, even as to the frame of his 
own -mind and condition, between God and 
Us own soul ; whidi, as no man knoweth tlte 
Uungs of a man , save the spirit of a man which 
is in him ; so none can rdate but himself, ov 
like himself; for as the wise man says. The 
heart, huwcth his owt bktemessy and the stran- 
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ger cannot intermeddle vtitb bis Joy-. Bat wlHft 
(Kicurs from my own knowledge, or from his 
books and papers, pertinent to the case in hani3^ 
shuU faithfully be related. 

Therefore, to resume the thread of his dts-. 
course, and begin where he leaves off. He in- 
timates at the close of his own account, that the 
magistrates, not thinkingthe laws made agauist 
us, (viz. the conventicle act, &.c.) severe 
enough, perverted the law, by making oaf 
peaceable meetings, riots ; and indicting our 
Friends as rioters, that they might fine at plea- 
sure; which he knew tu be contrary to law 
»nd justice. Nor was it long, says he, before 
hehad occasion ofifercd more thoroughly to con- 
sider this matter, viz. the breaking up of tlie 
meeting near Wooburn, by justice Hampson» 
sending Friends to prison, and indicting theni 
for a riot, which shews he designed to write a 
hook on that subject, though he doth not meni 
tion it, and accordingly did this year," after 
the Caution to Constables, .&c. as aforesaid-.. 
This he called a Discourse concerning Riots ; 
occasioned by some of the People called Qua- 
kers being indicted for a Riot, Ecc. Of wktdi 
he gives, by way of preface, this farther ac-. 
count. • The proceedings of late in city and 
Country, against some of the people called 
Quakers for riots, for only meeting peaeeabFf 
together to sei*ve and w(»'ship God, ^nt piit 
me upon inquiring into the nature c^ riotSk 
What upon inquiry I have found, I here pr€r 
sent to public view, ioc common bon^tv tbafe 
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aooe through ignorance, may be the occasion 
of brioging-an unjust suffering upon an innocent 
people, and thereby guilt on tl:^msclves. I do 
not pretend much skill in law, a study and 
[vofession I was never bred to, but having 
^pentsome hours on -this occasion, in search- 
ing wJiat the law books say in this case, I hopt 
1 may^ without inc^rTing. the cen&ure of pre- 
sumption, communicate my gleaning to sucn 
ill' my well iheanii^ countrymen, as have not 
leisure, or o[^ortuntty : to inform themselves 
othcrwisic. . -I solemnly declare, I have no 
Otjher end or aim in this work, than to do good 
and prevent evil ; which conuderation, with 
men of candom* and ingenuity, will be, I hope, 
;a sa^cicnt apology for my seeming boldness 
in tbifi ondeitakjng' And- so .he proceeds to 
iset fotth whar riots are in the law, and law 
ifooka I of which he cites divers, and scripture 
toOt to shew that our peaceable meetingst 
vwbich in those days they used to make, riots^ 
tb^t tfa^ might imprison and fine us at pleft- 
jmre, could not.be riets ; though through igno- 
no^ce or .envy, they were often so rendered, 
jfmtiich shewed their injustice ; saying, ■ how 
Ualy-t hove stated the case on the one band, 
jvitb wcapaat to riots, the many quotations in 
tjui £iH^oing discourse,, will shew. How 
^iue- aa account, on the other band, I have 
jfivcaof our meetJAgb, the whole imtion and 
■^ Bnions wbcce we . have meetings, may 
.jwtgcufnai the whfvle. My request is, that all 
4witfi imttieca and jurors, who have- or shail be 
Aa2 
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concerned in this oc the like case, wSl sen-: 
ously weigh tbe matter, and not strain, the law^ 
beyond its due extent. To oppress any bfi 
colour of !aw, is the greatest abu&e .of lawJ; 
Goncluding with a serious recapitulation, asd 
application of the whole,; diat none for the fu" 
ture might err. ignorantly in that resped, and: 
if any wou^d wilfully, they migbt be lefjt.with-. 
Oui excuse. 

About the same time, or not long^ after* Ik< 
urote also, A Seasonable Dissuasive feom Per> 
secution ; humbly and modestly, yet witit 
Christian freedom and plainness irf Speech, 
offered to the Consideration tA all conoenwd. 
therein ; on behalf generally of aU that se&r. 
for conscience sake, particularly the people 
called Quakers. In the be^nning of wiiicfav' 
he defines what persecution is. ' Persecution,'. 
says he, ' is a word of so harsh a sound, and so 
generally distasteful toBoglish ears, that scarce 
any of those who are moA forward and active 
in that work, are willing to ^ive^their actioau 
called by that name. That. none, tfaerefore-. 
ikvho have set an hand to that work, of whost 
minds are any whit incLining. thereto, ma^ 
from the dislike they have tathe word P&aai;^' 
CVTIOM reject this dissuasive,. as-a thing wbo^ 
in they are not concerned ; I think it<n«edfoi 
here to declare, what it is I mean by perseok* 
tion. By persecutiw tbep^ I intend a ftH-ei^ 
or compelling. any, by pains or p&aakkst bo^ 
di)y or pecuniary, to relinqui^orforsake.ttu| 
exercise of religion] or way Cff voEsbip, wlu«ii 
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Ute^ betteve td be tlie right way of wonhip ; 
and tbe true and aceeptable exercise- of reli- 
gion,. which God hath required of them. And 
to receive, embrace, conform to, and perform 
sune other exercise of religion, and way of 
worship, w-hich they who are so compelled, 
tire cither firmly persuaded is not the right ; or 
at teasty have no belief that it is right. This, 
in short, is that which I call persecution ; and 
Am is, that which 1 disBoade from, whatever 
other .flame the actors of it may please them- 
selves in calling it by.* 
. I. To begin with the first of these, viz. the 
Saxtsng or -compelling any to forsake, and 
leaya. th^t exercise of religion, or way of 
-worsfa^, &c. The reasons by which he en- 
dearourff to dissuade alt men from such an un- 
dertaking, are these, i. e.-the heads of them t 
1.1.- You may, for aught you know, be found 
figbtiftg against God. You are not, you cam 
not be, upbn your own principles, infallibly 
swce, that thatway of worship which you thus 
Mukavour to force us from, is not the true 
nuFship of God. 3. By endeavouring to 
^bnee us from that way of worship, which 
iW& ^U«ve the hattl hath tol u.s4nto, and re- 
quireth of us ; you endeavour to force us, to 
make ^f>tn«ck of feith.— ^. In endeavour- 
iirg:by' force and cruelty, to restrain u» fr<»M 
^itonsbiipping God, as uxare fully persuaded 
kehaith taught us, and doth require us, you 
Jg^ out of the path of the righteous, and tread 
lai^ f»ps of «he wicked and ungodly.-^^ 
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4. That exercise of religioD whkh you wonkl 
force us from, is not sunply of itself coa^ 
demned and disallowed by that taw, by th^' 
severity of which you would force u^ fixing 
it.— -5. In thus eagerly pursuing us> and dis* 
turbing our peaceable meetings, you ^ve 
yourselves »s well as us, a great deal of need* 
less trouble.- — Refrain from these mexir 9nd 
let them alone. — 6. And lastly, be pleased to 
consider, what sort of agents and instruneot^ 
you are fain to make . use of, (and not seldoia 
are yourselves made use of by) to carryta 
this work. Ccoicludiog ttus part thus ; O n^rec 
give cause for this epitaph to be written . on 
your tombs, 'Here lieta ficesecutor e/ tbepee* 
pie of God.' 

IL How for the other br^Qcbx^persecuboni 
viz. The forcing or ■ compeUing of any, ,b]^ 
{Kuns or penalties, to receive, embrace, cqoa, 
form to, and perform some ezerciae of rc^Ur, 
gioD, and way of worship, Stc The reason* 
)BPf which he endeavours to dissuade all |nd«[ 
from such an underukji^, are these, vis, t^ 
Jaeads : 

1. * In thus iiQiposing yoor way of voi^h^ 
4ipon otbera, yoij act quite coBtrary to Christ 
«nd bis apc«ties.-^2. Jn thus iittp«ai^:yptffi 
way of worship, upon otheis* you lb)low.th« 
worst of patterns, Nebuchadaesaftr king, cf 
Bebykm, Eu;. — 3. In forcing peopte to yo^ 
way of worship, who have no belief thqt JH 
is the right, you cause them to sia: for wh*V 
«3ever is not of j^di, is .Jsin.?r-4. la ksct^nt 



THOUASElLW-OOD. 385 

people tcyouf way of worship, who have a firm 
persuasion and belief that it is not the right, 
you nialce men hypocrites and time-servers. — 
$. By obtruding and enforcing your religioi* 
dpon others, you greatly disparage and under- 
value it, and give men the more ground to sus- 
pect and dislike it. — 6; You break that great 
comniand, which Christ says is the law and 
the prophets, viz. All things whatsoever ye 
would that men should do' to you, do ye even 
so to them, Mat. vii. 12.* 

' AM these reasons are illustrated and backed 
^ith scripture and reason ; concluding with a 
very close and seaschuble application' to our 
persecutors. A solid, serious discourse it is, 
if any arguments had been sufficient to dis- 
subde men from persecution, {of which there 
ifras very great about this time ; particularly in 
bondon, Bristol, and divers other places) the 
wh6le being well worth perusal ; and I should 
Have inclined to insert it at large, but that it 
hmh pleased God to incline the hearts of our 
Anperiors to ease us in that respect, by grant- 
in_g a. toleration to Protestant dissenters ; for 
tt^ch we are thankful. These three, viz. the 
Gaution to Constables, Discourse of Riots, 
dfid Eltssuasive from Persecution,- were ail 
It^'itten, or at least printed this year, 1683. 

' 1684. And he'acquitted himself so well on 
these subjects, that one William Toumay, to 
Mm unknown, sent him a letter from London, 
tkking notice of the aforesaid" tracts, which he 
Mn» so well pleased with, that be desired his 
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judgment on the twenty-third, twenty-ninth* 
and thirty-fifth of queen Elizabeth, in relation 
to the proceedings then upon them ; to which 
our Friend Thomas EUwood returned him aa 
answer in a targe letter, which is in his decades 
of letters, among many others, to divers per- 
sons, and on various subjects, wet! worthy 
the perusal, from the year 1670, down to his 
latter times ; and if they were puUished, 
would help to supply the deficiency of his own 
account of the latter' part of his life. 
■ About this time he wrote a pcsm, or hymA 
of praise to the Lord, which I think well dcj 
serves to be inserted in this work.* 

1685. William Refers, whom our author 
answered in the year 1682, (as aforesaid) 
diongh he did not reply to it, or ever attempt^ 
ed it, that I have heard of, putting forth a rhy-' 
ming scourge for George Whitehead, against 
whom he had bent his most inveterate spleen, 
and who had also answered his great book, 
falsely called the Christian Quaker, in a book 
entitled; the Accuser of the Brethren cast downy 
&c. Thomas EHwood wrote an answer to his 
scourge, in verse, entitled, Rogero Masthcy 
a Rod for William Rogers, in return for his 
Rhiming Scourge : for which he gives Uw 
following reason . 

' To such ii ask why I in verse have writ, 

This answer I return. I held it fii, 
Vem should in -verse be answer'd, prose in pros*. 
M j adversary his own ifeapon chose. 

• Se« No. 13 of the Appendix- 
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He chpM before in pme to write, and then 

I answet'd him in prose. So now >sam. 

Since he hb style from prose to verse huh cliang'd, 

Aod in the muae» walks hath boldl)' rang'd, 
■ In hU own method hini 1 chose to treat, 
Lest he should wise be in his own conceit.' 

. 1686. In the second month this year, he 
had. a concern upon his spirii, in a deep sense 
of the enemy's working to sow divisions, and 
Cfvieavourin^ to lay waste the testimony trf 
truth, to write an epistle to Friends; which 
be did. very solidly and weightily ; to stir up 
Frieods to faithfulness, and to beware of the 
enemy's wiles, and avoid that rending, divid- 
ing sfurit, which was then at work to cause 
division and strife among Friends; which be- 
ing so seasonable and excellent, both for mat- 
ter and style, the whole is thought meet to be 
here inserted at large; and is as follows. 



. AN EPISTLE TO FRIENDS. 

.Dear Friends, unto whom the gathering arm 
of the Lord hath reached, and who have known 
in. your several measures, a baing gathered 
thereby into the heavenly life, and are wit* 
(lesses of the preserving power, by which ye 
h^ve been kept faithful to the Lord, and re- 
gardful of his honour. UiRo you, in an espe< 
ciaL manner, is the salutation of ray true and 
tender love in the Lord; and for you as for 
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ntyself, are the breathings and fervent deares ] 
of my soul offered op in the one spirit, uato I 
him who is your God and mine; that both yott | 
and I may be for ever kept in the fresh sense ! 
of his tender mercies, and great loving kind- 
ness unto us; that therein our souls mayclcave ' 
firmly unto him, and never depart from him. 
For, Friends, it is a trying day, a day of great 
difficulty and danger ; wherein the enemy is at 
work, and very busy, setting his snares on 
every side, and spreading his temptations oa 
every hand. And some, alas! have entered 
thereinto, and are caught and held therein ; fiir 
whom my soul in secret mourns. 

And truly, Friends, a great weight hath beem 
upon my spirit for many days, and my mind | 
hath been deeply exercised, in the sense I : 
have of the enemy's prevailing, by one bait or j 
other, to unsettle the minds of some^ whom 
the arm of the Lord had reached unto, and in 
some measure gathered to a resting place. 
But not abiding in that pure light by which , 
they were at first visited, and to which they 
were at first turned, the understanding hath 
been vailed again, the eye wliich was once 
in some measure opened, hath the god erf 
the world insensibly blinded again, and dark- 
ness is again come over to that degree, ■ 
that they can now contentedly take up again, I 
what in the day of their convince ment-, and in 
the time of their true tenderness, they cast off 
as a burthen too heavy to be borne. O my , 
Friends! this hath been the enemy's work t 
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therefore, it greatly behoves all to watch 
against htm; forit hath been for want of watch- 
fntness, tiiat he hath got entrance into any. 
for wh«i the nt'iRd hath been from off the 
trne^watch, in a secure and careless state, then 
bath he secretly wrou^t and presented his fair 
baite, ■ his diurements or enticements by plea- 
sare or profit, to catch the unwary mind. And 
benceit hath come to pass, that some who 
have come out fairly, and begun welt, and 
feive seemed in good earnest to have set their 
'hands to God's plough, hare looked back, and 
been weary of the yoke of Christ, and have 
either lusted after the flesh-pots of Egypt again, 
or turned aside into some by-path or crooked 
way in the wilderness, and thei^by have fallen 
ahort of the promised good land. 
' But you, my dear Friends, in whom the 
word of life abides, and who abide in the vir- 
tue and savout^ thereof, ye know the wiles of 
the enemy, and the power which subdues him, 
tfnd'the 'rock in which the preservation and 
safety is. So that I write not these things un- 
to you, because ye know them not; but the 
Old of my thus writing, is to stir up the pure 
finind in all, upon whom the name of the Lord 
is-called, that we all may be provoked to watch- 
Cuhiess against the workings of the wicked 
one. Therefore, . dear Friends, bear, I be- 
seech you, the word- of exhurtation; though 
from one that is little'and low, (und through 
tnercy sensible of it) and who luAh not been 
^*b 
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accostomed to appear after this maoner ; ficu; 
the wind, ye know, bloweth where it listeth. 

Friends, call to mind the former times, and 
remember the days that are past and gone, 
when the day t^ the L<hy1 first dawned unto 
you, and his power seized upon you. Ye 
know how weighty and retired the spirits of 
Friends then were, how grave and solid their 
deportment and carnage ; how few and 
savoury their words, tending to edify the hear- 
ers i how great a fear and backwardness was 
in them to enter into familiarity with the ' 
world's pec^le. O Friends, that was a good 
day, and that was a safe state -, for fear begeQ 
watchfulness, and watchfulness is a means to 
prevent danger. Therefore, all Friends keep 
in the holy fear, and therein watch against the 
enemy, that he entangle you not, nor hurt 
your spirits, by a too near familiarity and in- 
timate conversing with the {leople of the world ; 
for therein I assure you lies a snare. For 
though it be both lawful and necessary, and 
in some cases also useful and serviceable to 
the truth, to converse with them that are widi* 
out, yet if any Friend should adventure in a 
frank and free mind, beyond the limits of the 
pure fear, to entertain familiarity with the 
world's people, the spirit of the world in them 
will seek an entrance, and, .if not diligent^ 
watched against, will also get an entrance ; 
and bring a hurt and a.lcMS up<Hi him or them 
into whom it so gets. For being once enter- 
^y it will insensibly work, and dispose tbs 
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aofaid into tdiich it is got, to a condescemion 
to, and compliance with the people of the 
world it converses with; first in one thing, 
then in another, in words, in behaviour, Sec. 
little things in af^earance, but great in conse* 
quence; till at length an indifferency gets up 
in the mind, and the testimony of truth by 
dcgrerai is let fall. But while the pOre fear is 
kept to and dwelt in, the watch is always set, 
the spirit is retired and weighty, and an holy 
awfulness rests upon' the mind, which renders 
such converse both safe to the Friends, and 
taote serviceable to them they converse 
withal; 

And Friend*, ftot only in your conversing 
with tfie world's pet^e, but in all your con- 
versation and course of life, watch against the 
spirit of the world, for it lies near to tempjt 
and draw out the mind, and to lead back into 
the world again. You know. Friends, that 
at the first, when the visiting arm of the Lord 
reached to us, he led us out of the world's 
ways, manners, customs and fashions ; and a 
close testimony, both in word and practice, 
was bcffne against them. ; But how hath this 
testimony been kept up, and kept to by all, 
who have since made profession (rf the truth ? 
Ah, how hath the enemy, for want of watch- 
fulness, stole in upon too, too many, and led 
out their minds from that which did at first 
convince them, into a liberty beyond the cross 
of Christ Jesus; and in that liberty they have 
run into the world's fashions, which the world- 
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]y spirit continuatly invents to feed t&e vain 
and airy minds withal, that tbey may not come 
to gravity and solidity ? 

Thence it haih come to pass, that there is 
scarce a new fashion come up, or a fantastic 
cut invented, but some one or other that pro- 
fesses truth, is ready with the foremost to run 
into it. Ah, Friends, the world sees this and 
smiles, and points the £nger at it. And this 
is both a hurt to the particular, and a reproach 
to the general. Therefore, O let the lot be 
cast, let search be made by every one, and ' 
let every one examine himself, that this Achan, 
with his Babylonish garment, may be found 
otit and cast out ; for indeed, he is a troubler 
of Israek And all Friends, , who upon true 
search shall find yourselves concerned in this 
partictdar, I warn and exhort you all, return 
to that which at first convinced you ; to that 
keep close, in that abide ; tliat therein ye may 
know, as at the first, not only a bridle to the 
tongue, but a curb to the roving mind, a re- 
straint to the wandering desire. For assuredly. 
Friends, if truth be kept to, none will need to 
learn of the world what to wear, what to pot 
on, or how to shape and fashion their gar- 
ments ; but truth will teach alt how best to 
answer the end of clothing, both for useful 
service and modest decency. And the cross 
of Christ will be a yoke to the unruly will, apd 
a restraint upon the wanton mind ; and will 
cruciiy that nature that delights in finery and 
in bravery of apparel, in which the true adom- 
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jrng doth not stand, , but in the hidden man of 
the heart, in that which is not corruptible, ' 
even a meek and quiet spirit, 1 Pet. iii. 4. 
And the grace of God, which hath appeared to 
all, and which hath bruught salvation to many, 
will not only teach to deny all ungodliness and 
worldly lusts, and to live soberly, righteously 
and godly in this present world, Titus ii. 11) 
12 ; but will also lead those that obey it, out 
of all excess, and out oT all superfluities and 
worldly vanities, and will.teach them to order 
their conversation aright. Therefore, to this 
heavenly grace let every mind be turned, and 
therein stayed, that thereby all who profess the 
truth, may be kept in the holy limits of it ; 
that in their whole conversation and course of 
life, in eating, in drinking, in putting on ap- 
parel, and in whatsoever else we do, or take- 
in hand, that all may be done to the glory of 
God, 1 Cor. X. 31, that our moderation in all 
things may appear unto all men, 

And let not any deceive and hurt themselves 
with a false plea ; saying, I will be left to .my 
liberty ; I have freedom to do, go, or wear so 
and so ; and religion stands not in clothes, &g. 
For that liberty which the worldly spirit leads 
into, is not indeed the true liberty, but is a 
false and feigned liberty, which leads into true 
and real bondage. And though religion stands 
not siitipty in clothes, yet true religion stands 
in that which sets a bound and limit to 
tins mind with respect to clothes as well as 
to other things. So that where there is a run- 
ab2 
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tiing out into excess aiidvanlty in ftppstre), th»t 
is ^certain indication and token, that the naind 
has got Ioose,and hath cast ofi' the yoke, and ia 
broke away from its due subjection to that Di- 
vine power, in which the true religion stands. 
Great hath been the hurt which the enemy 
hath done in this day, by leading into.a&lse 
freedom, and crying up a wrong liberty ;-for 
under this pretence have crept in great disor- ■ 
ders, some running out one way, and some 
another; some mixing in marriages with the 
world's people, and some going to the priest 
to be married. And many loose and undean 
spirits have shrouded themselves under this 
plausible pretence of being left to their liberty, 
unto whom truth's order is irksome and un> 
easy ; and they kick against it and call it im- 
position, because it checks their licentious 
liberty. Therefore, all who join with their 
plea, examine and try what liberty it is ye 
claim and stand for; for the true liberty is tiot 
inconsistent with the cross of Christ, nor re- 
pugnant to his yoke, but agrees with it, and 
13 obtained through it, and maintained by it. 
And none whom the Son hath made free in- 
deed, will or can plead, or make use of that 
liberty, in opposition to any means which the 
God of order hath appoiuted, or set up in his 
church, for the keeping out confusi(»), disorder 
and looseness. And hereby ail may take a 
Tight measure, and may certainly know what 
kind of liberty that Is, which some have so 
hotly contended for, in opposition to that ne- 
cessary and commendable order, which God 
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hath led his per^te into, and which the enemy 
in his agents, labours so hard to lead them out 
of. For the enemy well knows, that the tenr. 
dency and service thereef,is to detect and dis- 
cbver his secret workings, and to bring his - 
deeds to light and judgment ; and therefore he 
strives with might and main- to overturn It, 
crying out throu^ his inBtruments, Away 
with your order, let every one be left to his 
liberty. By which seemingly fair and speci- 
ous plea, not only the loose, disorderly, fac- 
tious spirits have been let up, and encouraged 
to greater boldness and licentiousness, but 
some simple and well-meaning Friends also, 
not seeing the design of Satan therein, have 
been misled thereby, and made use of by the 
enemy, and the more subtlcof his instru- 
ments, to oppose the good order of truth. 
Thus hath the enemy -wrought, and sought to 
lay waste the work of the Lord. But the Lord, 
magnified be his holy name, hath not been 
Wanting to his people, who in sincerity of 
beart'have diligently waited on him, and trust- 
ed in himt for be hath all along raised up some, 
whose eye he hath opened to see the design 
and working of the evil one; and whose spirits 
he hath engaged to stand up in a faithful testis' 
mony against him, contending for the way of 
truth, which, when they in whom the ene. 
mywroi^bt, f>erceived and found they could 
not run over the heads of Friends, and carry 
things on as themselves pleased, they set them- 
selves in a heady wilful spirit, to rats^ dis- 
turbances in meetings for business, by en' 

.. C;unglc 



S98 THE IIFE ^ I 

couraginj; and abetting such heady, tooae, I 
contentious and disorderly perscais as would 
join with then ; thus hardening themselves, 
and provoking the Lord to give them up to ' 
blindness and hardness of heart, till at length I 
the enemy prevailed so far uprai them, as ' 
to work them by degrees, from discontent to 
prejudice, then to enmity, and so at length, in 
divers places, to an open defection, apf>stacy 
and separation. 

Now, although I know, my dear Friends, 
tiiat ye who have kept your habitation in the 
light of the Lord, and whose eye is single 
therein, have a clear sight and understanding, 
that the spirit which hath thus wrought and 
fought against the truth, is not, nor can be of j 
God, but b of the wicked one ; and although 
the fruits it bath brought forth, through the 
agents and instruments in and by which it 
hath wrought, viz. making disturbances in 
meetings, to the breaking the church's peace ; 
causing divisions amongst Friends ; publish* 
ing to the world roost wicked, malicious, rail- ' 
ing and scandalous books against Friends, (an 
efiect of the greatest enmity) shutting and key- 
ing Friends out of their common meeting- 
houses, in which they have a just right and 
property, and not suffering them to meet there* < 
in, which is a part of the persecution Inflicted ; 
on Friends by the world, and at length also 
' set up separate meetings, in opposition to the 
meetings of God's people ; although, I say, 
these fruits are sufficient uf themselves tO; dis- 



C;uugL- 



THQHAS ELIiWOOD. 297 

cover arid manifest to an unclouded mindj 
what spirit that is and must needti be, which 
hath brought them forth, yet inasmuch- as 
some, partly through weakness of judgment, 
-and partly thxough personal affection to some 
of those leaditig separatists, arc yet in danger 
to be betrayed by their fair words and feigned 
speeches, wherewith they lie in wait to deceive, 
i 'feil a concern remain upon my spirit, in the 
love of God, to'warn all such, that they join 
not with, nor give countenance unto that spi- 
rit that hath thus wrought against the Lord, 
and against his people. 

For Friends, in the holy fear of the living 
Ood, wid in the openinf^ of the spring of his 
pure life in my soul, at this time, and from 
the certain knowledge and clear demonstra- 
tion which I have received from him therein, 
I testify and declare unto you, that this spirit, 
which in this day hath run out, and hath 
4rawn. out some into opposition 'against the 
way and work of the Lord, into division and 
separation from the people of the Lord, and 
from the holy assemblies which the Lord hath 
^thered, and by his powerful presence hath 
owited, and daily doth own; this spirit, I say, 
is the same with that which' hath formerly 
wrought, in other appearances, against the 
truth in otjr. time; and is the same with that 
spirit that wrought against the work of the 
Lord in tte days of the holy apostles. This 
nysteiy of' iniquity then wrought, and caused 
many to turn aside, and. to leave the right waj- 
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of the Lord, and to forsake the assemblies of 
God's people, Heb. s. S5. Yea, and to run 
into separation too, Jude 19. Upon whom the 
Holy Ghost hath set his brand ; that thejr were 
sensual, having not the spirit. And many close 
and sharp testimonies did the Lord give forth 
through his servants in that day against this 
spirit, and against those that were joined to it, 
and' acted t^ it, as may be seen in the hotf 
scriptures. 

Yea, Friends, this spirit that hath led some 
now to set up their separate meetings, is the 
same that led Jeroboam, the son of Nebat, to 
set up his separate altar at Bethel, of which 
you may read, iKings, 12thand 13th chapters. 
He was afraid, that if the people should conti- 
nue to go up to thc.house of the Lord, to do 
sacrifice diere, as they had been accustomed to 
do, and as the Lord had required, they would 
then forsake him, and return to the Lord again.' 
And this spirit now is afraid, that if they 
whom he hath seduced and drawn a^de, 
should still frequent the assemblies of God*s 
people, and continue to meet with Friends as 
before, that heavenly power which is emi- 
nently manifest in the meetings of God's peo- 
ple, might at one time or other reach unto 
them, touch their hearts, open the right eye in 
them, and give them to see the mischief and 
misery he is leading them into. And there- 
fore to prevent this, and to keep his captives 
close unto him, he hadi contrived to set op 
separate meetings, in opposition to the meet- 
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tegs of God?s appoiotment, *s. Jeroboam set 
up his separate altar, in opposition to tbe alttf 
which Gi>d hath commanded to be setup ; and 
to keep the people, from grang thereto. And 
ao sutrtillydtd this spirit work then, as well 
A now, that Jeroboam ctmtrived to have his 
fid se worship bear some regemblance to tlw 
trne ) that he might the more eanly beguile 
the people; for he ord^ned a feast tike unto 
^le feast that was in Judah, 1 Kings xii. 32. 
B«it it was in the month which he- t^d devised 
oF his own hrarti ver. 3d. Mark that, there is 
i blot upon It ; how &ir or speeious soever 
the worship he set up appeared' or seemed to 
be, yet it was but the device of his own heart; 
it was neither appointed by God, nor accepted 
of God. For you' may read in the I3th chap- 
ter, that the Lord sent a prophet, a man of 
God, out of J-odah to Bethel, and: he cried 
against the altar in tbe word of the Lord, 
•nd' prophesied the destructionr thereof by 
Josi^ ; which was afterwards outwaFdty AiU 
filled, asyou may read^ 3-Kings xxiii. 15, &C. 
Now Josiah signifies, the fire, or burning of 
the Lord. And in the holy dread of the living; 
eternal God, I declare, the fire of the Lord 
. is kindled, and kindling against this accursed 
separating spirit, and against its work, and 
against all those that join with it therein^ 
llierefore, allfcarbeforethe mighty God, and 
stand still and consider your ways ; and let 
nenc resist or reject the warning of the Lord, 
lest such be hardened to destruction. For 
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i«r(^>oaih, youmayreadt'Stood bybi»se^i%te 
altar, 1 Kin^ xU. ver. I. And when he heard 
|he sayiRg pf the man of God, which he cried 
gainst tt^ altar in Beth^, he |Hit forth hi^hand, 
saying. Lay hold on him. But his hand which 
])e put forth against him dried up, so that he 
could not pull it in again, to him, ver. 4. 

O Friends, consider how hath dryness and 
M'ithering come upon many a §^at and stoUl 
one in this day, who have lifted up themselvei 
against the Lord ; and have sought by. the de- 
vices of their own hearts, to establish thean* 
selves in their own way, against the way of the 
Lord ^ so that the hand they have put forth .in 
that work, they could not pull in again. Now 
mind, I pray you, Friends, and observe the 
way of the working of this spirit in that day. 
Here was the enmity, the rough nature &£ Caia 
and £sau, the ^jurit of persecution got up first 
in Jeroboam to dismay tlie man of God ; Li^- 
hold of him, says he ; but when Iw-saw tbab 
would not do, then the subtle serpent, tfaie. 
crafty fox, the fair.speeches, the smooth words, 
the seeming friendship, and show of kindness 
to betray him. Come home with me, sajss he. 
to the ntan of God, and refresh thyself, asodX 
will give thee a rewaid, ver. 7. O Friends* 
stand in the fear and counsel, of. the Lord, «ii4 
in the dominion of, his power, over this wicked 
spirit in all its twistings and twinings. i<et 
neither the frowns nor the fawniugs, -tlic 
threats nor the flatteries, the hard speeches 
nor die oily words, the .phart^^ friendship. 



r.unyk- 



THOHAS SLLWOOB. 301 

Uw dissemblii^ love, the seeming kindness, 
the familiar carriage, the free entertainment^ 
the fine bit, the o^ of advantages, 8cc. have 
any influence upon you to draw you in the 
least measure, to join or touch with God's eoe* 
my i with him that sets up a separate altar, s 
separate meeting, in opposition to, and t« 
draw or keep from the right way of the Lord. 
Mind well the answer which the man of God 
gave to Jeroboam's tempting invitation; If, 
said he, thou wilt give me half thine house, 
I will not go in with thee ; neither will I eat 
bread, nor drink water in this place, ver. 8. 
Xhis was where the separate altar was setup. 
And he gives a forcible reason for it ; 'For so 
it was charged mc by the word of the Lord, 
ver. 9.' 

Here now you see both the charge of the 
Lord, and the good resolution of the man of 
God; I will not go in with thee, who hast re- 
volted from God, neither will I eat or drink iii 
this place, where an ensign of separation and 
opposition to the way ofOodisset up. Con- 
aider this well, I warn you all, in whom there 
is yet any true breathings after the living God," 
w'lio retain any tenderness, and in whom there 
isany simplicity left, consider this well, when 
thy pretended friend or friends, in a great deal 
of seeming love and kindness, shall invite thee 
to partake with them at their separate altar, to 
stt down with them iit their separate meeting., 
Thou canst not be a man of God, attd go in 
wtththein, or eat or drink in that place. Thou 
c c 
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canst not sit down there to wait Seh* the brud 
of life, or the water of life to be given thee 
there ; no, the word of the Lord, if thou givetf 
heed unto it, will chai^ thee othevwise. 
Therefore to that pure living word let every { 
mind be turned, and thereto kept, in a diligent 
waiting to receive wisdom, strength And fiower 
from the Lord therein, that^none ma^ bebe- 
trayed by the subtitty of the enemy, with 
whatsoever fair pretences he may ccane. For 
reipember how the man of God, that was ow 
ticed by another to eat and drink outwardly at 
Bethel, the place where the separate altar was 
set up, lost his outward life t' '«for, ver. 18, 
and 24. And if thou ahaU presume tago isi 
to e^ or to drink spiritually, that is to join in ' 
worship with the sons of Nebat at this day, in 
the separate meetings which any of them have 
set up in opposition to the assemblies.of God's 
people, and to the blessed way and work of the 
Lord, how knowest thou, but thou mayesC 
fix ever l(»e thy spiritual life, and never kaov 
a day of quickening mbre. 

Therefore, all Friends, watch against eveiy 
temptation thereunto, as you love your iives, 
as you regard the good and eternal we!£u-e of 
your soul3, and let not the name, nor perscw 
of any man have power over you, to druw yui 
aude, neither let numbers sway with you ; in 
which, I know these adversaries of trudi do soft 
a little boast, though blessed be God, with lit- 
tle reason. But remember that Jeroboam of . 
old, had tea tribes out .of twelve, to cry up his j 
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separate aitar, notwidistanding which, he is 
branded to posterity in the holy record, with this 
brand, yerobaam the son of NeSat^ vi&o made 
Israelto sin, 2 Kings xiv. 24. Therefore let 
iietanyfollowamultitiidetodoevil,Exod. xxiii. 
Si Butaltfollowthatwhich is good both among 
yoursefves and to all men, I Thcss. v. 15. For, 
Friends, you know whither the broad way leads, 
find what it is the wide gate opens into, which 
she many go in at ; but keep ye to the strait 
^le, and walk ye on in the narrow way, for in 
it is safety, and at the end of it everlasting 
happiness. 

Buti Friends, because of the straitness of 
J^s gate, and the narrowness of this wavj 
some that have attempted to walk in it, ar^ 
grown weary of it, and have sought out ano* 
ther way, a way which (Jeroboam like) they 
htTC devised of their own hearts ; wherein 
tfaeymay have more room, more scope, more 
company, ease in the flesh, liberty to title fiesh, 
and all without control. And this I am satis- 
fied, hath not been the- least motive to tha 
separation. in this day, as it was the greatest 
jn ^ys past ; though some that have been 
drawn into it, may not perhaps see the ground 
■upon which it was undertaken. But the Lord 
-hath opened an eye in many, which sees the 
rise, and ground, entrance and end of this lib- 
ertine spiritj and its work. And this eye wiQ 
the Lord' daily opeil more and more, in all that 
(tittgently and in sincerity wait upon hhn.- 
ThcrefoEej all Friends every where, who have 
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not yet a clear sight, and a thorough uhder^ 
standing of the nature and work, design and 
drift of this dividing fii>irit, waitf. I beseech 
you, in simplicity uf heart, and lowHness of 
mind, upon the Lord, and keep to the mea4 
sure of the grace you have received {rom him ; 
and sufi'er not j'otir minds to be swayed or 
biassed by any personal kindness, natural affec- 
tion, relation, kindred or acquaintance,; ^but 
stand single and open to the Lord, not joining 
to, nor any way countenancing that which the 
testimony of truth, in the arisings of the hea-r 
venly life, and breakings forth of the Divine 
power through any, goes forth against. Bo 
will your present standing be safe, and you b& 
preserved out of the snares of this insinuatingi 
and treacherous ^irit. And the Lord in hin, 
appointed time, as ye abide with him, will 
open your understandings further, and give 
yon a clearer bight of that, which at present 
you do not ftilly see ; and thereby bring yoit 
to tirdt certainty and assurance, which (blew- 
cd be his'name)he hath t^rought many unto. 

And you, my dear Friends, whose spirits' 
the Lord hath stirred up, and whose hearts he- 
hath engaged in an' hoiy^ zeal, to stand up for 
his blessed name and truth, and to b^r a! 
faithful tef>timony against this wicked rending, 
spirit, go on in the strength and power of the 
Lord, in the might of the God of Jacob; fW 
you are absuredty on the Lord's sick, and the. 
Lord Jehovah, the strength of Israel, is oa: 
your side. Thei^efore, Frieods*- Ik encour-- 
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ag(»}4ii the Lord, to stand steadfast in your 
lestiino'ny, n()t giving way to the enemy, no, 
not for a moment. ' And take heed, I beseech 
you in the love of -God, how ye enter into any 
treatyof peace, or tei'ms of agreement with 
this ungodly, treacherous spirit, which is out 
of the truth, and draws out of the truth, and 
fights against the troth ; for there is no peace 
unto it, saith my God. And they who hare 
joii>ed themselves unto it, and have wickedly 
give*! themselves up to be acted by it, and 
to act foi" it, must pass through the river of 
jadgment, if ever they be redeemed fi-om un- , 
der its power. Friends, condemnation must 
first be felt and owned, before reconciliation 
can be known ; and the, fire of the Lord must 
pass upon the transgresstff, to consume the 
works of darteiess, the ungodly deeds, the en- 
vious reviling speeches, the wicked, malicious, 
duiderous books and pamphlets, h.c. and to 
bum up the ground from whence they sprung. 
For a flaming sword hath the Lord God set in 
his Eden, which tomclh every way '; and none 
that are gone out can ever come in again, but 
they must pass under the flaming edge thereof. 
ThercforCi my dcarFricnds, stand yourground, 
in the Buthtn'ity of the heavenly life, and tam- 
per not with God's enemies ; remember the 
word of the Lord to the prophet. Let them re- 
itim unto thee, biit return not thou unto them; 
Jer. XV. lu. And then \vhat follows ? I will 
ni«ke thee' unto this people a fenced brazen 
wall, aitd they shall fight against tfiee, but they 
c c2 
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shall not prevail against thee r for I am "^n^lSa 
thee, to save thee and to deliver thee, saitfa 
the Lord, ver. 20. So the God of iife fill yaas 
hearts daily more and more with a Phinen 
zeal for the honour of his name ; and furnish 
you abundantly with wisdom and counsel, with 
boldness and courage, with strength and [row. 
er, to encounter and overcome the enemy ; 
and make every one more watchful against 
the spirit of the world, to withstand it in all its 
iiUurements to vanity^, of whatsoever kiod^ 
that whatsoever would defile the camp of the 
JLwd, may be purged out, and kept out, that 
the Lord may more and more delight -in his 
people, and showerdown his bleseings upoo 
tliem; which is the fervent desire of 

Your faithful friend, in the love and 
service of the unchangeable truths 

THOMAS £LLWOO£>. 

2d Momh, 24fA, 1686. 

1688. After this I do not find he wrote iny 
thing, (only some private letters in his decades) 
but lived retired til! the year 1688. In which 
time of privacy, as fittest foi* h, hebegana 
work which he did not finish till mai^ years 
after ; and that was the Life of David King cS 
Israel, in verse ; which he began for his own 
•diversion, not thinking then of printing k, , 
and carried it on to the end of the third bobk. 
But then the prince of Orange landing, aod , 
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the revolution fcdtowing, the nation being in 
arms against king James ; the noise of guns, 
and sound of drums, fkc. so disturbed his 
meditation and gentle muse, (which like the 
haloyon, breeds in calm weather) that his po- 
etical genius left him for a time, and he Uiere- 
upon left his work for above twenty years; 
of which more hereafter in its place. 

1690. And. here he retired again for two 
years; so that I find nothing to remark of him, 
eilfaer public or private, but some private let- 
ters, till the year 1690. When John Raunce 

'Bod Charles Harris, of Wiccogib, in that coun< 
-ty, publishing a mem,orial, as they called it, 
for the present generation, -and also for that 
which is to come ; being an account from 

:- Wiccomb, concerning the difference, &c, 

' This Thomas £llwood answered, tn a book 
entitled, the Account frwn Wiccomb, lately 

-pubUshed by John Uaunce and Charles Uar. 
lis, Examined, and found False. And a warn- 
ing thereof given, to. all such well-meaning 

' perseas among the people-called Quakers, as 
through personal affection, want of copsiderr 

-;* ation, or weakness' of judgment, have been 
betrayed, or may be in danger of being bciray- 

, cdbyttlem, or any other in the same dividing 
spirit with them.; and led aside from the way 
. of truth, into a separation from the people oS 

• God.; for whd&e recovery and preservation 

i this is written. Which begins thus : 
; * For your sakes it is, O ye much pitied 
ones, more than for any weight in the acciiunt 
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itseU^ or worth in tfae authors of it, that I hsrc 
thus taken notice of it. For indeed, as soon 
ks I had perused it, I felt a compassionate 
concern spring in my heart cm ymir b^allsi 
and a direction in ^irit to open some passj^es 
dierein, and reiatiog thereto, to you, that ye' 
might be preserved from being taken; or, if in 
any measure taken, might be rescued itfid de- 
livered from the snare, which the enemy o( 
your souls, and of all righteousness, hatfa made 
use of these men to set, to entangle, eatrap 
and catch you by. And to the true witness of- 
the holy God, iaevery one of your cfuisciexifxsi 
who retain any honest breathings after the 
Lord, and tlie way of holiness, do I recfun. 
mend this my undertaking, and the sincmty 
of my- intention herein.* Wherein he discover 
ered their deceit, as to their separation ; and 
that it was TK>t for conscience, but from a lib-> 
ertine spirit, to lay waste the good cvder in 
the churchf as their actitms manilested.: of 
which he gave some > instances, not to their 
advantage. But Uieir works have made them ■ 
manifest. 

16(il. The i>ext book he published was in : 
■1691, viz. A Reply to an Answer lately - 
published, to a book long since written by' 
AvjIIiam Fenn ; entitled A brief E^faminatioa 
and State of liberty Spiritual ; btAh with re>. ' 
ftpect to Persons in their privAe Capacity, and 
in their Church Society and ~ Conversaliotu 
Which book was written, or at Uast pubiiahed ■ 
by WiUiam Femi, in the year l6Sh .Xq^ div ^ 
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linguish between true and false liberty, little 
understood by some, and too frequently abua- 
ed-by others ; liberty from sin, not to sin, to 
do God's will, and not our own ; as William 
Peon expresses it. Which true spiritual liber- 
vy, being abused by some in tbe profession of 
the truth, as oiir friend Thomas Elhvood ob- 
serves in his preface; ' who under pretence of 
being left to that liberty in themselves, and to 
their owii freedom therein, both took liberty 
to do such things as were inconsistent with 
that true liberty, and with the principle 
of tru^h which they professed, and despising 
those useful, good and necessary helps and 
means, which the Lord hath provided and fur- 
nished his church and people with, for the 
preventing and keeping out such disorders, 
evils and scandals, as the unruly nature of 
man, through such a mistake of true liberty, 
might n'nd would bring in; did reject the coun* 
sel, admonition or reproof of their brethren, 
with what hast thou to do with tne ? leave me 
to my own freedom. To reclaim, if it might 
be, those who ere thus deceived, and prevent 
oi1kT6 from being so, the authOT being pressed 
in; spirit for Zion's sake, and for the peace of 
J<9*usalem ; and having a deep sense, as htm- 
s6^ expresses, of the working of the enemy 
of Zion's peace, to rend and divide the herit- 
age of God, did write the forementioned 
treatiie, for the- establishment of the faithful, 
information of the simple -btarted, and re- 
praofof thearvo^mand highminded.' Which 
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Striking at the false liberty and pretence^ 
of the separate party, it seems it had lain 
on their stomachs undigested these ten years^ 
and then came forth an answer to it by J. H, 
(supposed to be John Hog, one of the sepa< 
rates about Hulk) This answer our Friend 
Thomas KHwood undertakes and replies to, in 
a pretty lai^ book ; in which he shews whai 
is meant by true spiritual liberty, in "William 
Fenn's own definition, which h? defends; 
shews their abuse of it, answers -their argu- 
nents ur rather caviLs against it, in behalf cf 
their false libertine spirit and practit:es, whidi 
too many ran into, to their own hurt, and se-- 
paration from the church, the body of Christy 
whereof he is head ; saying in the preface, 
' The God of truth knows, I have po other end 
in this reply, than to defend truth, and Ihc 
children of it, against the slanderous sugges- 
tions, false charges, and wicked insinuation of 
the adversaries ; to lay open their deceitAiI 
dealing, and to remove, as the Lord shall eiBt> 
bie me, the stumbling blocks, which .they have 
laid in die. way of the. weak, whereby they 
have caused some to fall into misapprehensioM 
and hard thoughts of Friends, without caused 
And I beseech the God of mercy to open thtf 
understandings, and clear the sight of aU 
those, whose simplicity h^s been betrayed. by 
the others* subtilty, that they may see and 
escape the enemy's snares, and return to the 
true fold, from' which they have been' led 
astray.' ^o whieh I never heard of any 
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j 'cj<»nder ; only sohie private letters passed be- 

, tweea J; H. and Thomas Ellwood. about som* 

J passages, in it. . 

1&9^. His next were two broadsides ; the 

, firstin 1692, vix. Thomas Eriwood's Answer 

, to acmuchofLeonardKey's-lateprinted Sheet 

, as relates to him. Which paper of Leonard 

, Key's was intended mostly to exctise their 

[ ^uttii^ Friends out of tbeir meetmg-house 

, at Keadingi,' But thernn taking occasion- 

f to slant at some passages in Thomas :£tlwood*s 

I answer to the account from Wiccomb, gave 

I our -Friend Thomas an occasion, nol only to 

; c^n that matter further^ but also to \sy open 

, tbcdr deceit iu relation to^ that afiair, as welt as 

[ Leonard Key's, and bis party at Reading. 

, To. which I refer the reader. 

I .1693. Tbe second was in 1693, viz. Deceit 

, Dbcovered, and Malice Manifested, in Leo- 

I tiard Key's late Paper from Reading. Thomas 

I being then at London at the! yearly-meeting, 

, met with B. Coal's Expedient for a true Re- 

, conciliation among the People of God called 

, Qualca^ ; which Leonard Key, it seems, pro- 

I moted. But when - Thomas Ellwood came 

I home, he found a letter at his house directed 

j to him, from Leonard Key, with- a printed 

, tiieet enclosed, so different in termd and ten- 

I dency from the other, signed by B. Coal and 

I Charles Harris, (that proposing expedients for 

, paa<%, this renewing the difference) and yet 
but one day different iti the dates, this being 
tjated the 3d, the other the 4th of the 4tta 
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moitth, 1693, that he could not but admfte at 
it : which tbmfoFC he compares ^^^ shen^ 
the differcD^ of, and discovers their deceit itt; 
and not only in that, but ^so in relation tb 
the difierencc at Wiccomb, which thef weit 
ntrt jet easy under, and yet would not confess i 
the truth; but instead thereof, John Raunce ' 
endeavours to fix a' slander on Thomas £itt- 
wood, about his father's burial, pretending he 
.was not buried in the right ground, but arhon^ 
attangers; be and his par^ riding twenty 
miles or more about the country ; and ivim 
Raunce going himself to the place- where he | 
was buried at Holton, to pick up a stone at | 
the iather's grave, to throwat the son, above 
seven yea^ after his death ; enquiring, exam- 
ining, yea, provoking some to -pretend, as if 
Thomas Ellwood had been unkind to tus fa- 
ther, and that they had shewed him kindneu 
to bring Thomas under obligation of requital, 
or upbraid him for ii^;ratitnde if he did not. 
In all which John Raunce's malice was mam* 
fest more than any thing else ; for as to the 
ground be was buried in, Thomas Ellwood 
confesses he was not so well acquainted witk 
the grave -yard as to know the di&rencc'Cf 
places in it, or whether some puts' of it be 
more holy than others ; which he thinks, conr 
sidering their former principles, they should 
not have quarrelled with him' about. However, 
the place was not of his appointing ; for be 
was prevented of being at the burial, by a 
mess^ his fether received in his sicknesv 
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iMt hH'snter, iMtt vfaidt of flKm be doth. oat 
say, ky tbeo sktk in Loncton, near unto death. 
Aitorhe bad waited on his father uiitit he had 
i^nM)^ hi& life, and given direction £jr his 
■nl^nnent, he chastened up to his sister -atLoti- 
;dan« ■rthinjctng he might be nuM% serrtoeabte 
.tp^aile: livtiig ttuui to the dead, and Itnew ntit 
ia Wbat.partof the.ground Ms iather was.ba- 
iiied, t«l^fUrtcrbis.retQrii frttm London, he^went 
tbither :to defrajr the ehitrges of \m sickneui 
'jtfidfilneral, as sotne ortJiemknew, and there- 
,SiiK tlK; more Bhante to raise such a staey, 
-.Andras lo-the<otfaer of unkindnesa, tfaeycoold 
jirave nothing, but^shew their envy - against 
hiTK^ wJuch we shall have oocasion^to take fur- 
ik»e. notice of, vre we iaeve done. - 
., Thcmxt-and last ^ook.;he'wrote in rctation 
to ttiis oomiavei^y umh -the separates, was, A 
Star fiiKSTaiDatloniof-a fmtX Pi^Kr, caHetl, Ob- 
servations and. Redactions, Six. lately pnhU^* 
^-by John Hdunae-and Leonard Key ; WkE> 
aCier itheir ^parstf bickerings, come now to 
^in nheir forces together in this [>aper, which 
AoeiDS tO'be Tefiecticms ^on Thomas Ettwood'jt 
Jtlst' sienttoned paper; and which paper, of 
-jtheics our FKend- answers in thisexaniination, 
M^reiu their envy is rebuked, and t^eir folly 
And' fitlsehood laid bpen, in endeavouring to 
exouse Leonard Key's former paper of revival 
of the drfference, at the same time when Bert- 
jamin Coal's expeclient for roconciUetioii was' 
ibr having it all forgotten and buried, which 
.Tbaeasaa ^wood exposes in its proper colours. 
Dd 
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be^ifinitig thus, * We re«d amcuigthe {HWtrbS 
of Solomon, that the way of the wicked U ^ 
darkness, tbey know not at whatthey sttuniikii 
Frov. tv. 19. This is verified in jdm Rawict 
and Lcoiwrd Key, and others of. their anpa? 
rate party. Since their taming agsiost .thft 
truth, their way is become as darkness ;: Chc^ 
stumble and kmnv ma. at wh^ . They fid 
into many idle absurdities, many grtuaa M- 
Kes and errorsr and into tamif hurtfid Gtiist 
and labour to draw others, better thatr them.- 
selves aAcr them ; for whose sa^ ehiefly the 
following lines are written, dut the dracit 
and hypocrisy of these mem, tfaeb &lsefaoed 
and envy being further and further laid open, 
the more simple and wdUmeanit^ ones 
amongst them, may see tbem as tlxy arc, 
and be no longer teguiled' l^ them.* So. he 
goes on to answer tbnr cttvils, cotkficming bf 
certificate his former charge of their scan- 
dalous practice at Wiccpmb; then answos 
their new slander, (the old |»oviog &iae) that 
he suffered his father to want ; nking into hu 
ashes when be had been dead above ten yoai!s 
to cast something at his sottf (sot restless is- en- 
vy) as if he- had been diOFt in his duty to tus - 
father, which Thomas £llwaod fairly and 
clearly wipes off, vindicating himself- as to hu 
not being at his father's burial, which Jolw 
Kauncc throws at htm, thoogh Thomas in hfs 
last had fairly related the occauoa; which vns 
his sister's illness at London, though she ic- 
Covered; -and'Which one would.- think m^t 
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Imiw laliafifad-mtr vie, n^ avtrggqi/m w»((i eo- 
vy ! which yet Jobn Raunce revives again, and 
•iM'abouc his Iniiul^ Sec. All wi^ch appearK . 
M'be noebiog but Jotui Raiuice's rancOT, whic|i 
'SB^Mg-he has nude so much ado about, out 
of Aiftmv^etcmie malice to Ttiomas KUwood, 
tpttdbr fvatencc ef frieodship to his father, but 
Wibo Mine hatr<^ to.- the son ; and as TbiNnas 
-£Uwood lajrs, if this be the effect of hiy friend- 
dup, he ^oulfl not desire to be numbered 
'oaBHHig'his fricsda^ To sot which in, a de^r 
ii^t, I. shaU here art down his vindication in 
Jim-. uwn .iTords, beeause it boivfi some analo* 
^ toihia rotation' of tbtt former part of hts 
Mfitt ws.: ptgt^SQ of the-Fair EaaouiMtioq.. 
^'iXis weU-hooim to many, that oiy father mts 
^pmseatd of a.gead estate; and they that knew 
Mm well, Jcnew .aUa. tli»t:hft had thespendii^g 
■ff k himaeli^ Hew he spent it becomes not 
■K to^eak; he iwis my &ther, to whom 1 
wsed .rod always paid respect' and honour, 
.-■dale living-; ' aad whose frailty, being dead, 
<i.desirQ'ta cover. It is eiiough fQr me to say, 
dxlid not help himjto apeod his estate, nor was 
ivttidt chai^ieable te himt after I was capa- 
4rieu)f ^fting for na^lf. Ao>d when it pleas- 
Wd. the. Lord to visit me with the saving know- 
ikdge of bb inith, amti bring me under the 
ttnai)^ cbnracters of the profession thereof 
.^whichivAs about the 30th year of my age)^ 
mty iath<5' expressing a dislike to me w thai: 
JMGouat, by de^ees .withdrew his c»n oi 
JlfeCr not making A^prenriaft lor my maiii-. 
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tenancc, save the giving mc such c^^tis lio^se^ 
hold goods 3s he could Epare, upon his giving 
over huuse'keeping ; though he had then a 
pleiitiriil estate remaining. When. . after- 
wards he sold his estate, I had no [>art at att 
of the money.' [Though upon his marriage 
lie promised both him and his intended wife, to 
do something considerable for them, jet after 
they were married he refused to give them any 
thing; and so fur withdrew himself, tliat be 
would not let him know where he lotted.] 
•Notwithstanding this,' says Thomas EUwoo4, 
* he would sometime& come to my. housCt 
which was always open and free to him, tp 
come when he pleftsed, ..and - tq tarry as long 
ai he pleased. Whenever he . came he was 
well habited, both for linen and woollen, and 
made no appearance of want, other than such 
ns may bcfal any man, to have his money 
fall short on a journey ; upon which occaslou, 
when he had, as he said., been longer from 
Home than he expected, or when, being here, 
he had a mind to go furtlier than at his 
coming forth he intended, he has divers times 
asked me to lend him money, which i always 
did, and never nsked him for it again. And 
to the, best of my remembrance it was not 
above two weeks before his b&t sickiiess, that 
he had been at my house, and had money of 
me on that account. As soon as I heard qf 
his illness, I hastened to him, and *took the 
best care of him ] -could during his life ; and 
after his death defrayed the charge of his sidti- 
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ne^ and borhl, and repaid k> my skter that 
money she had sent him before I knew of his 
"illniess. I could say more on this subject than 
'I intend, orat present think fit, but I forbear, 
-kiid commit my innocent cause to the Lord* 
not doubting, but that as I am clear in his 
higHt from any undutifulness oi* unkindness 
"towards my father, so he will clear mine inno- 
icency in the hearts of his people, and of all 
"tmprejudiced persons.' 

■This I hope will satisfy the reader of Tho- 
mas EMwoodS carriage towards his father, 
«fhich we are beholden to John Raunce for, or 
Hsc perhaps we might never have had this ac- 
count, wbith one would' th'mk envy itself 
Mioufd not be able to cavil at : yet after thfe, 
]^n Haunce being restless, trumpt up ano- 
ther story, answered by Thomas tllwood iti 
Ills postscript to that book ; which we shall 
tfteefwith again heretd^er, on anMher occasiont 
-'khd therefore I shall say no more of it here. 
- " ■ Here' ends his controversy with the sepa- 
tneti in which r must needs say, he acquit- 
ted himself as an inf;ennous man, a christian, 
'and a kit opponent. And now to come to 
fedmething more {feasant. Our dear Friend 
'George Fox dying in the eleventh month, 
Jtt^DO, fmd leaving behind him an excellent 
jbumal Of his travels and sufierings, our friend 
Vhomas EUwood, (as nobody fitter) about this 
'Cliintet'was at the pains of transcribing it, and 
fitting it for the press. (A laborious work.) 
I^ich was printed next year in a Urge folio; 
Dda 



<o which Thomas EHwood pr^kcdta net^ilef 
account concernio^ him, whidi is tiKs^'oAhp: 
single testimony printed with H; txecjA^lfi 
wife's, Mai^;aret Fdx*9, and aaexceltent,pM»G 
face by Wiltiam Penn. .\..-r'.'a 

1694. Bot now a new scene o|>eiu( ; ' fgit'') 
George Keith, who Jiad known better tiiii^' 
than most opposers that ever rose up : agaif^ 
truth and Friends, having been.aQuaker, aad^ 
a preacher among them, near thirty years^-and' 
. had wrote many books in vindication of tr<rttifi 
and Friends ; but now falling out, and^>difiay; 
ing with sonteoF hisbrethren in FeAnsylvaAit^ 
ivhilher be went some years before,.*beofeii*|B 
he could not have tmown way in^rerythhwt 
came over with Borae of. his party, fuB'frtilByi^ 
with contention ngiinst the- )-esriy<-meeti(^ 
1694. Which difierence coming bef(»fstitfl 
meeting, by softie letters from bcytntdtictli 
which were read in oo«rse in the meetHi^V' 
whereupon George Keith <ie8iredtobel#uJ«rt(il 
whtt^, afttFthe other business of the mcfljnfT 
was over, Friends conieseebded to foT.aiB«w^ 
ral days, to hear him and his paKty-«<i am^ 
Samuel Jennings, fiic. on the othlCF ado:;'-'^ 
hepes to have reconciled the differ^tce^btitopi 
it'went any further; but as the. pi)6pheVf$JM«> 
vii. l.}satd. When I would baveheifted hsnpetfl 
then the iniquity of £pbraim was^iseoverodj? 
Sec. which may be applied to him {''Jer^jitel 
more endeavours werC' used to recowjite faiglr' 
to his brethren, the more his- deceit appeared j 
and the t^xv. teqd^mesa.any^^Keti^tcfiKHritti^ 



THOMAS. E1.LWOOD. 919^ 

hS^-, 'the 'more "^perverse he tvas in turnitig it to 
asirront^ use, itnd strengthening himself hi his- 
to^positionv There Was noholdiiig what irould 
away, as' the proverb is, resolved he was for 
a. breach, by opposing Friends more and more, 
ifil-he, ran himself quite out from atnong them. 
tlT^ibh oup Friend Thomas Ellwood observ- 
i^tfae bent and tcmlency of, not only in the 
yieatly- meeting, btit after ; and how he endear 
WDurcai'to make divisions among Friends, to 
dlride the heritage of God. Fie look up bis 
«i>^'again,, and wrote an excellent-epistle to 
yErieqds ; briefly commemorating the graci- 
ttn^eelings of the Lord with them ; ahd wam- 
iagf-tbem. to beware ef that spirit of contention 
SuicUTision, which hath appeared of late in 
jE^eorgC' Keiifa, Sec. »hich he achlresses to 
^iien^, thus: 

^t^fDear Friends, whom the l.ord hath called 
mkbian holy calling; and who^ throngh faith- 
j^iessto-the heavenly ' call, are become the 
jd^oivba of «he Lwd. . it is in my heart, in the 
lopeiwigS' of the love of God, to send these 
feW'l>Bes.am:ongst yoB, -as a salutation of true 
jsafl liearty love ento you ; and. in the tender^ 
isg teitseof the Lord's .unspeakable. goodne^, 
unto ^s. ; which at (his time rests v ith an af- 
-fectiag weight, 4ipon my spirit, -brie6y to 
<:EFmmemorate the gracious dealings of thi> 
l>«itl'\Vith us,: ^nce we have been a people,' 
Which he commemorates as follows. 

: JGreat aad manifold have heenth'e mercios 
^^-cois God-iiiUo bis .pca^dey b tbis.<^is.idajr, 
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tmd his to^iiig kindmsses are 6«)r^ll¥SqHli^ 
ing : when we were young and Httle, KI'fr'At 
theriy care was over us, he preserved "ifei^lil , 
nourished us, and caused us togttNtf''ir{) WHW ! 
him. How did he carry his lambs ~ut"hi£^IM 
som, when the beasts of prey roartd'ofl ^'^flv 
side, seeking to devourl Who can riehtM'iraB 
many deliverances be hath wroiJ^ht'fiSf;^ 
-people, in their passage from spirin3iil',fi^ 
How hath he girded their loins witfi^n "^ 
and covered their heads in ^he da^ oT'Si 
How hath he subdued their eneir^ks | 
'them, and pnt to flight the amifes *rf i 
How hath he -fed them wrth hreatf f^tf 
ven, and made them 1o suck honey- iMit^«l 
rock ! Yea, he hath caused the recfc^' 1iir^^iN| 
ibrth water abundantly, and hath b^nlnnK 
people as a brook in the-way, attd thi& 
of a mighty rack tn awearylarid^'^'i 
from a sensible experience we can s»f, 
praise, ourbread hath been siire, '&nid^4_ ^_ 
ttt hath not fiiited, as we have srngtynifll^^'IM 
him. Oh ! his goodness is unuttersbH^^^M 
his faithfulness hath never fiiHed then^^^t 
have trusted. in him : when have We-t^Vti'^SGII 
in prison ftu-tiis sake, andhe hath hot'S^jMll 
«id comftHted us there .' What itt^AM 
have any undergone on his acc6ont,'tenfrvl 
hath not abundantly recompensedd^lt^R , 
Kay, hath he not often stopped. tllle mfeiilBlp ■ 
lions, and reproved rulers for the sakt^ c^fHB | 
■^ople; saying, Touch not mine: anbinte^tiflH 
do my prophets Qo^llivi^. -riatiivarkxt^^ I 



r.ungk- 



l|b|IU|>'Mfn with us, luvl he h«th stood bj^ u« 

^ our sorest trials; yea, he hath. caused his 
ftfVgd to encamp round abuut us, so that no 
l^fkon formed against u$ baUi prospered ; but 
]5l«fy Wnpiie that hath risen up against us, the 
^Mtd, hath given .us power to. condemn : bless- 
^rb» his holy name^ and exaUed and magai- 
pSfi be his glorious power for ever. 
I These ttings and much more than I can 
wite, .1 doubt not, but ye, my dear Friends, 
AM /witnesses of;- ye especitilly, my elder bre- 
thren, who were called eai:ly in the morning 
of this day, and have stood faithful in your 
iestitQony for Ood until now, who irom your 
iovn, both early and late experiences -can s^ 
vour seals to the truth hereof ; and untq yon 
Ji do believe thi« brief cotiinieinorai:ion of the 
«f^ness and loving-kindness of the Lord to 
.^».people, will be pleasing.and delightful, a^ 
^jkisjie it may prove useful and profitable unto 
■ija^all, in the Mirring up of Uie. pure mind, 
wid4ni;tiDg us in fresh remembrance of the 
|L(frcl!(i rnaiiifold favours tuwarde us, and gra- 
fM>iib -dealings with ms ; vhich should be as 
prpftewed engagement upon us to cleave fast 
^^ktoahe Lprdi and in humility of heart, to 
4(i^lk' closely with him, both that we rnay, as 
i^>«A Jh .i|s lies, answer his great loving-kind* 
«nfss:'to US-ward, and receive from him still 
^ily strength and ability to stand, and wiiIn 
iiiuid theas&aults and- temptations of the ene- 
|ay,' and escape his snares, wherewith he is, 
.st' wi,s. time, as; bus}^- and iiulu&trioH» to bev 
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tray, and draw aside from ttw M^&aXfoi 
the truth, as ever he was. ' 

For Friends, yc know we have a mileu 
Adversary to watch againtt, and to vtunitbi 
one that sometimes walks about, as arovt 
ing lion, seeding wfaon he may devzwi^ 
and sontetimes creeps about, .as a subiia 
serpent, seeking whom h« may betray; whom] 
jn each ^pearance, it is our duty andistcrcst 
to resist, steadfast in the faith which ov^' 
comes. I need not recount unto you, my 
Friends, the many winds . and floodf^ stormi 
^nd tempests, of (^r and cruel pnsecutionsi 
!which, this rcwing adversary hath ofte^ 
raised, and caused to. beat upon us, to havt 
jdrivea us, if possible, from off our ftmadatttm; 
ye cannot have foreottcn.it, nor that noble anfi 
of the Lord, w hich was made bare for our pR^ 
servation, and by preserving- us against the 
most furious shocks^ gftve evidence even to 
.the world, that we are that pec^e whose house 
is founded and built, upon the immcmabl* 
Jock Christ Jesus. At this sort of fitting 
the enemy hath been foiled ( which hath made 
him shift his hand, and like a cunning- hunter 
spread his nets, set his snares^ lay' his baitit 
to catch the simple and unwary oaca. . I'hua 
wrought this subtle enemy in the early timet 
of Christianity, sometimes stirring up tb« 
rulers, both Jews and Gentiles, to fall, with 
.violent and bloody hands, upon the little flock 
of Christ ; and sometimes in theintermissioM 
of those storms, cDveriog bis hooks with t6r 
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tekiiif;;imt5of pleasdrie, TuretSt and-prefermenf,* 
aatch some, perhaps of thbse that had with- 
Motid Jiw atrcMgest storm of outward persecu- 
fiony^. a»d wasuSs them instruments for him. 
stU'.torwark by, to betray othei^ Such was 
Piotrc|)hesof c^, wfaaM-aspiriiigmind, lor- 
Mg'iBnd.' s»!;kipg; pre-eminence, laboured to 
IBtk^a sehism in the church, prating a^insc 
rven the dders thwecrf with malictons words, 
&o. . 3r iohn ix. 10. What mischief th« 
wiclud one. hath uroirght in our day, by such 
ymbitiouB spirits I need -not recount; nor is 
it pleasing ro me to remember, ye know it to 
your grieC as well aft I. But this in alt such 
eases is .observable, tlmt such ^s have made 
^Mturbances. in the ohurcb, and have run into 
divisions aod separations from Friends, hare 
framed to themselres some «pet:ious pretence 
«r. other, as' the inducement to their under'' 
taking, which they have industriousty spread 
abroad, and varnished o^r with the feiirest 
etdours they could, to allure and draw others 
(wicnn with them,' &c. 
.. This with much more to the same purpose^ 
'v^ch might be cited, I thought meet to men- 
lioa,:of;ihe mercies of the Lord to his people, 
«nd ^esevvation of them from the beginning; 
»vcU worth the reading. Then recounting the 
wiicB and wcH-kings of the enemy, in drawing 
iloffne Aside from the simplicity of the truth, 
Aod'stirring them up to make divisions, on one 
jfidretence or other, to disturb the peace of the 
^Wt%h« and hiiu^ the work of the Lord in 
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tbe earth, as lately ta- the separates'? ao itaw 
tteing di^ppointed in that, Ik hath. formEd t 
pew design in George Keith ; yet to diew-tbe 
difference between the .former and this, ami 
consequently the confusion of their pretences, 
theirs relating to diaciptine, this to doctrine t 
they alleged that Friends were gone too much 
from the inward to the outward ; this that 
Friends were gone too much from the outward 
to the inward, &c. (for our adversaries seldom 
agree in their charges.) And so he goes oti ti 
examine and compare his books published be. 
yond sea, with those he wrote here, as to the 
ground of the diffCTenceand sepaiatibn, which 
he lays at his door, manifesting his dcceithil 
pretences, Jallacies, and self-contradictions. 
Answering his cavils, and confuting his car 
lumnies, that none might be deceived by him* 
Concluding by way of application and warning 
to Friends, to beware of the enemy's wiles; 
vhich I doubt not had a good effect as M 
many, in preserving them out of the enemy's 
snare, who were in danger of being staggered 
by him. 

When our Friend Thomas Ellwood had 
written this epistle, he went up to London viiih 
it, and presented it to the second-day's morn' 
ing meeting, where such books and writings 
of Friends, as are intended forthe press, use 
to be read and considered, and read it through 
in that meeting, and not one Friend, though; 
the meeting was pretty full, shewed any dis- 
unity therewijdi; but aj^praved-it, and Jeftit 
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tp him to pnb^f^ it. And< jet George Kirich 
pretended that tt-was {Hrinted in great disunit]r, 
•and -against: the. niind c^ many Friends, .am 
Jfehough it w»s obIj" ifiproved aad promoted bjr 
9- piiTty^ &c. WMci)^ I tnention^ to aJiev 
^at he stuck at Jiothtng to make good his 
part. 

.-- Against this book of Thomas Eltvoocl's* 
£eoi^ Keith, made a- heavy coQipUiot to 
Irriends, to haveitcalled in, as beipgrvery ioju- 
^oas to bitn, (to his cau^ to l;>e sure.) Poor 
man-l .w^hiid fwrote so many books against 
-^rienj^Sv after .^had wrote sp many for them, 
^d fVfffi^iijt noV take, Friends' advice himself, 
how thien could ix. ■expect they should answer 
ff^tl fSa that his compl^nt and damonr not 
lUtevaiUa^.to stifie it, he. takes another way; 
£r9t putting out a. ^eet against it, called a 
^9ving^pistle;.(butenviouspnough) in which 
lie. .charged Thomas ElLwood with fifty per- 
|[^siQps,.,8w. which he said he had noted in 
'IHfftook; b;}t left hi^ pro(^ bfchind to come 
•fi&sri (the first ^y post, as the proverb is, the 
second. by Tom- Long the carrier) in another 
book which he threatened to pubHsh, if Tho- 
itias Ellwood's was4)otealIed'in and disowned; 
w^wt^ not prevailing either, some weeks after 
Jk sent forth his threatened book, miscalled, a 
£»aasonable ' Information, &,c. but:very unsea- 
sonable for himself, as to his reconciliation 
firith Kriends; which he pretended. he had ra. 
/ther Jay, down his natural life, or have his 
tight fa^d cut ofi^ than be disunited or. dis- 
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jointed fironi.- This book he pretended to 
he an tnswer to Tfaomas EHwood's epistle, 
^md to contain his proofs (such as they were) 
'6r the eharge he had pubHshed before. Td 
■%oth of these our friend Thomas Ellwood rc» 
•pited ^is ;«ar, 1694; in a book entitled, A 
Further Discovery of that Spirit of Contention 
. «ind Division, which hath appeared of late in 
'George Keith, 8ic. wherein hig cavils are an- 
-swerol, bis falsehood is laid <^n, and the 
guilt and blame of the breach and separation 
-in America, Sue. are £xed iaster on him; 
written by way of epistle, as the former was, 
and recommended as a forther warning to 
Friends. Which begins thus : 

' Dear Friends, who have received the truth 
in the love of it, and have kept your habi- 
tation therein, unto whom the truth is ex- 
ceeding precious, and who desire the pros- 
perity thereof above all things ; unto you is 
the salutation of my endear^ t love, in thi& 
blessed truth, in which die fellowship of the 
faithful stands. In this it is I desire to know 
you, to be known by you, and to have fel' , 
lowship with you ; earnestly breathing to the 
God of truth, the Father of spirits, that be 
would be pleased to pour forth more abundant, 
ly of his good spirit into all our hearts, and 
fill us with the blessed fruits tha-ccri*, that 
there may be no room for the enemy to enter, 
to break this holy fellowship ; but that alf 
who profess to believe in the liglit, may sd 
Walk therein, that a clear sight they may havo 



THOIIAS BLLWpOD. 227 

thereby, and a true discerning between things 
that differ, and may be able to makci a right 
judgment what is of God, and what is.ivot; 
that so the design of tfaat spirit, by whosoever 
instrument it works, which would break or 
disturb the church's peace, and cast reproach 
upon the heritage of God, may be so dis- 
covered and laid open, that all may se^ and 
shun it. As this is the exercise rand travel of 
my spirit, so it is the service I have been of 
late, and am at present engaged in. For 
Friends, it is not many months since I sijduted 
you with au epistle, wherein my , spirit was 
drawn forth, briefly to commemorate the gra- 
cious dealings of the Lord with his people; 
and as in' a general way, .-to jremiad you of the 
ibiany attempts the enemy hath made, by force 
and fraud, to hinder the work of Go4 from 
g^ng on ; so more particularly to warn you tq 
beware of that spirit of contention and divi- 
sion, which hath appeared of late in George 
Keith, and some few others that joined wi,tl^ 
bim; who have made a separation IVoqi Frienc^ 
iD some parts of America- In writing that epis« 
tie I did not consult flesh and blood, neithet; 
had 1 an eye to my own ease ^nd quiet 
outwardly.; for I had no reason to expect rest 
from so restless a man, nor fair treatment frqnji 
one, who in his late writings and personal de,- 
* bates, hath so notoriously let loose hts peij 
and tongue, to an unbridled liberty of rEfifine 
and reviling. But I cleared my coospiencCf 
in discharging |ny duty to God, and to his 
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churcli, and therein have that peace, which ali' 
his abuses cannot disturb.' 

And so he proceeds to dear himself of the 
perversions, &c. vvliich George Keith charged 
him with, and answers ali his cavils against 
his book ; manifesting his deceit, evasions and- 
sophistry so efiectuallj',- that I do not find 
that George Keith ever replied to it ; be-' 
itig answered home, and having enough, I- 
suppose of the controversy with Thomas KU- 
wood; for though our friend "niomas ■an-* 
swered several other of G. Keith's bmiks af-* 
terwards, ^of which hereafter) he never replied", 
to any of t^era, which sh^ws he had enough 
ofit. ' ■ ■....'. 

At the end of this book of George KeiUi*s» 
Ji)hn Raiance tame forth .again, with a new- 
slander against Thomas Ellwood, (all his pld;- 
ones being baffled) reflecting on him about tht, 
burial' of his father, -as if it h^d not been-, 
decently done ; which however ivas fiilse.i 
George Keith's mean mind, it seems, could not- 
resist John Raunce's slight offer, to takeoff an 
hundred of his books ; but rather glad o£ any;, 
help to run down his opponent, if he could, 
with slailder ; which he found .he could not do, 
withafguirients. Biit had George Keith been 
a man of any worthiness, says Thomas EH- ; 
wood, pr his cause defensible, he would not,, , 
though 'an adversary. Have suffered Jghn ; 
RaunCe to have added his abusive piece. I 
to the iend of his book, to 'throw ^ dirt at hig 



opt)onent. And hadilohn RaundCbeen a manly 
adversary, he would have scorned to hav? 



crept ih at^thetail 9f another^ book, 'foreneV' 
his siander, no way relating to the subject of 
the book, vrbsn Thomas Ellwood's Fair- Ex- 
ftinniation had lain atwelve-moiith at his door 
unanswered. But to creep behind such a mic- 
kJe man as George Keith was ' taken to be, 
John Raunce perhaps might count it no dis- 

f-ace to repeat his slar^r, which Thomas 
Uwood had answered in Ims postscript to the 
Fair Examination; and fcnr a final stroke to it^ 
he produces certificates from thos; who w«re 
concerned about his father, at the time of his 
death and interment, that he was .decentljr 
buried; which may -be seen at the end of 
tfaU book, in tcply to George Keith. Which 
put. an end to all those lying stories raised 
concerning the dead, to asperse the living; to 
the shame and confusion of all the inventors 
and fomentera of them. The man was dead and 
in his grave, and there should have rested with- 
out envy or detraction; end I am only sorry 
be seemed to retain his aversion to his son for 
the trutb's^ke, which he received in his early 
da.y s. . . To the honour of whkh I 'attribute it, 
.that he was preserved, and carried through 
'and over all opposition, and lived io reputattm 
and renown to his dying day. 

J6.9B. His next book is entitled Truth de- 
ietided, and tl^ Friends thereof cleared, from 
the false Charges, foul Reproaches,, and cnvi- 
jOHS.Cavils cast upon it and them, by George 
Keith, .an apostate from them, in two Books 
hy him lately published; one called, .A true 
ie2 
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Copjr or B Paper ddiTctvd'falW the YABify^ 
Meeting, &c. j the other. The pretend 
-Yeartjr-Meeting's nameless Ball of £xcoiii< 
inankation, 8cc. In which last, George i 
Keith gives an account of Ws coming to -^ 
yearly-meeting, (1695) and of his entert^op 
ment in it when admitted, (as if he had never 
been there before) viz. that he was allowwd to 
sit at the great square table among the miaia- 
ters 'and commissioners, as he calls them thu 
could hold.about it either fully or near double; 
•the 'number of twenty-four; wbeth«- by al- 
lusion to the twenty-four seats and elders, men- 
tioned Rev. iv ; but doubling the number, be 
doth hot determine ; adding, 1 think it suits 
not thejr ccying out so much - as they Were 
wonti against chief seats in the synagogues^ n> 
erect' such a statdy iabrick in Uieir meeting- 
ihouse, at that time, little dlfibring from the 
manner of a thronct but that it is low upon 
the floor, covered with green cloth. - Ail 
"which only serves to shew his own pageaAti^; 
and which our Friend Thomas -Ellwood cot- ; 
rects' him ibr," according to his- deserts- - - For 
the tabic will hold lew more than twentyi-fbiff, 
OTtWenty-eight dtrmost, and only necessary to 
laybooks-andpapers on and write upon: - 
' In the beginning of. this bWk,~'oar friend 
Thonias Eilwood- resumes tlie I contl-oxven^ I 
from the beginning, shews the nse-'of -tht: dif- 1 
ferendle,-and proceedings thereupon ,-ii» relatitm' 
to George Keith, particularly after his ocming 
imo dnglafnd, in4he-begimtiipg.ofl604'; vid 
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bov' '^eanct td be >^skmned \^'!6xtnyotiiy', 

ne^ing in >I695, < for bis rejec^ng the advice 

of the former, and -(^posite caxrit^e thereua- 

to ; which being so escel)en& to. the matter i& 

'3iand^ and^setting thc.-oontrover^.in a clear 

. light, r shall here insert it, which twgina thust 

'It is an old observation, -.That none prove 

more ang^y and imptaeable ; enemies , to an^ 

society of^ipeople, than those that* fisr. their 

disorders and UHiuly behaviour, have been 

disovned by tl^i society thsy once were of ^ i 

:.Cceta3n -vindictive eiinuty usually, gettii^g ujp 

' in Bitch, and qtirring tliem- up to load that.so>- 

ci««y by'whichthey vreredenkd, with all the 

;rcptOlifch and infamy they can i' thereby both 

' i-grBtifying > a revengeful ' . spirit . in- ^hunselves, 

' and Tthmking alsDv by'vecriminating others, 

- 'tbteKte»ufitc.-at least their >own crimeq. . That 
thlib it-was kB.the early tiiae» of Christianity^ 

' i»a(^ be gathered from the ivritings of the apes- 
ties,. partlouWIy 2 Tim^ iv.. 14. 2 Pet. n. 
' -l iohtt'ii. Id, ^c^ 3 John U, &c. Judb ver. 
^'i^iAttHKig those in this -age i^hom Satan 

- ihatfafdMwiV'tty.lhiis d^reeof m^ice' and matt- 
. -fie6«,<&co«g(i Keith, aScoiciiman, is delates!, 

-btA fibtthe ledst; .whether- with respect to his 
Atagei, 'or -his envy. ■ He, having been bred « 
osehc^ar,' ticfqre he came amongst the. pet^ilie 
•'estled'Quakerb, aJid having acquired more of 
' $3hVDt-lear(ilng< than moBt(it'niay be in his own 
<a|n9>E)n, than'^ny)'Of ibaC («opie have, hath 
<^gWfintln4limsel^ jcdemonstrative proof, of tie 
-itpdstle'-s! ftto^Hi^Dnj 1 CoF. .viii. :J1. Know, 
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le^C'iniSeth' lipv irhac cdiff«ng:thaii\if is 
not joined, with it. For huamn knawle^e 
is apt of itself -to lifi up men's mieds, tltiit 
iiave, or think, they, hive h^ in any de§^«e of 
eminency : snd' makes them think .better ef 
^emselvcA thamof odiers, or thsn. thertiselves 
-deserve.; whereas, true charity usath know- 
ledge to inatract,. and thereby builds up ; nOC 
to-puaale and Bonfound, andthofeby de^roy 
others ; but, that charity this nan not havings 
b\xt being vainly puffed up in his fleshly mind, 
from a proud conceit of his own abilities ; and 
residing in Amej-ica, among a plain people, 
who .better uRcierstood plain and simple 
strulh, than the nice distinctions Mxlsubtilties 
,of the schools; and there advanced to the office 
.of a scholmaster, mth a standing salary, as I 
diave been informed, of an hundredand twenty 
ptMinds per yeary be soon . begtm, like Dio- 
trephes't^ <rid^.(3 John a. 10.) to a&ot pre^ 
eminence in the. cfatHth; antd nothing Jess 
.vnuld serve his. turn, than to nUe and over- 
mile all. And that.hc might, not wuK natter 
•to'work upon, ai>d some pretrooe ,U)' bfcgin 
.Miv' he not only found £iult with, Fri«fMtk* rain- 
tstty and disciptiac th^e, but having,] in prU ' 
tyatediscoiirtesr, put some captious and ensnar- 
ing quettions to some particular persons there, 
.wboae simptioKy he ihougbt. he mighjt most 
.easily, betoay, he, by, .wresting :their, anawers 
to^a wrong se^se, took advantageito caaapiain 
Bgaiiist them,. for holding, ^ he siiid, gross 
.jmd vile eriojis; AO^vfithimiWt^Ott^hevt, pro. 
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secuted his charge ;' and riotbeingso fully nor 
speedily- answered as he expected, by those 
Friends to Whom h6 oomplained, Whcr'saeing^ 
the iunocency of the accused; and his-evil de^ 
sign in accusing, could not eoirht^nande him 
thereia; he involved them' also in the ]>kie- 
charge of cloaking, on cpvering;gr6ss'ahd'yite' 
errors, damnable heresies and doctrines ■ of • 
devils, &c. Nor gave heoveri tUlby cootin- 
ual clarmoors and frequent disturbances, be had 
filled Friends' meeting^ with strife and^contcn-' 
tioti ; and at length having teaveited' a party to* 
hinutctf, made an open divisioh and separatlon- 
frotk' Friends, setting upr' separate meeting^ 
fiar tumaelf and his party, in ^pposttibn to the 
irteetihgs of Friends beforeiSettled thrfe. And- 
having got the printer to hi8 party; ' and there- 
by the only press th*re, at his command-, he 
malicioasly put the difference into 'print, ' and 
tl^tT^Dy ^TTcad it not only . in those parts of 
Americb, but in £ur6pe also; These thinga - 
drew. Friends there, aftei- much patieiic^ 
and iofig. forbearance, to deal with him iri si 
chBPoh-way,^.and to give forth, at Irtigth, frte^J 
tiraofiyagainst him; which proving uneasy to 
him,' lie came ovei*from thence t* Eriglaml, 
about; the. beginning of, the y^ar i69iy ot 
which some Friend* of ";pBnnfeylvahi* hdvittg 
notitx, came over. also; and -at -(he yearlt'; 
nveeting of the people called Quakers,''held at 
Londctfi in the fourth Month that yea!r, the mat- 
tery relating to that difference being fuUy'-heard 
and considered, ^he iense of that meeting Avfts; 
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'!|'bat the separation laj 
door ; and that l^e had. 
and gjibltsbing those d 
done. . And tfc advice ( 
thereupon was. To <^1 ; 
Of publish. something ian< 
tp clear the. body o^ the p 
ai>d tlieir ministers, froi 
/charged pn some few in , 
the bitter langnag^ in thi 
concerned ; and sincer^e 
epdeavours with bis frie 
move tlie separation. Sec 
advice being draiwn up 
was then in thatmeetii 
and soon, af^r printed 
with very envious reflect 
be sqen in a smaU pair 
Account, &LC. to which 
was George Keith from ri 
following the advice of 
that in several printed b 
te^ published,,, lie rej^cte 
.the sense c^ advice of the yearly- meeting, oc 
that to be the" yearly -meeting that gave it. 
Which abuse this last yearly- meeting, in the 
third moptl), past, taking notice of, and upon 
fur^)iex pealing. with him, finding him, instead 
of beii^ hi^mbled find ^j^orry for. the evil he fiad 
done, .more hardened therein, justifying him- 
self bptfi by w^rd and, writing, and rejecting 
, the m©etjrig's:advi9e.;.that meeting, after it 
h^hear4hipj;pati5ntly, .till jhe^of his ownacg 
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-DoitlwithdT«w, gaWiftA-iStft lestimoiiydgariniit 
'hi*, ^whidh he hitth' Since ■printed, with bU 
'ianawer thertunto.- ftehe hath ateOti iiv apo'- 
ither pamphlet, 'a co(^ of liis paper' which he 
-read in the ■meeting;- togcthet.withra-'mwmjivb 
'(of his o'*n makiiig) ofthetprqceedrngs of thfe 
'meeting with him, and a list df i*bfc CrrofB 
'"chained by; him oh k*fie panieular persdns. 
Xo each c^ t(iese I ■in"iet>d t<lspeafe, irbw xh^ 
'I have premised this short introduction ;— :- 
■which I thought needful for the information 
■of any such re'aderv^ as had -i-Mit ^ before heard 
■the risp of the 'dHftr^noe, rtdr llie courSd of 
proceedings thereupofl.i ' '' ■ ' i ' 
' -This I thought fit to insert, feeing so mate- 
TiaVaS to the ground of the controverey with 
Geoi^Keith; after Awhtch Thomas Ell#oofl 
■proceeds to 'answer all his cavils in his said 
two books -dr papers. And shews <hat 'by 'hi« 
■disorderly' practices, he had excluded hirri- 
serf from our society, before Frfends dr- 
owned him. So leaving him without excuse, 
and the weight df his iniquity upon his own 
head ; '■ which he could never get from under, 
-but waxed worse and worse, as evil men and 
■ seducers use to do ; so that truth was set over 
hishiJad, and Friends were clear of him. ■ 

1696. But rtow another occasion offered, 
viz. a pdrson by (he name of Gerard Croese, '-a. 
Dutchman, publishing a general history (so 
called) of the Quakers ; containing the lives, 
'tenets, sufferings, trials, spceohes and letters, as 
pretended, sf themo&t emUettt'Tof'thent-; -first 
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^ Latin; wbich waft ti»n«liitcdaiidi»ioWd.m 
-English this year. Wh^rejn, though he had 
reprsficijted soma things pietty fairly, yet in 
othens^tliroughitiedvei^Bcy.oj- ignorance, ([ 
hop© not. wjlf»iliy)'be;had .misrepuresenteij us, 
■and our |*iii9ipl«s areJ. practices^, whereupon 
,our frietsi Thoro^s EHwood,; according to an 
adverttsement at the end of the said history, in 
English, that some remarks on it would be 
published, wrote some remarks on it in Latin, 
perhaps before the English, edition came out, 
which wootd no doubt have h«en tran^ated 
into English; intending, doubtless, topobtisb 
them, but in the mean, time, before they were 
finished, -a bo6k of the samcnaturtf, and tplhe 
rsame purpose, in Latin, was published in Hol- 
'land, by way of remarks («■ observations on the 
said history, which seemed again to circumvent 
him in his intended remarks on it, so that he 
hid them by, and never finished them ; and 
so the world was deprived of this piece also. 

But now George Keith being gone out from 
the fellowship of the faithful, and hardened in 
his enmity against Friends, h^ arrived to the 
top or height of opposition. He. had been play- 
ing small stakes hitherto, but now came to 
throw all at once. In order to which, he erect- 
ed a stage of contentiOTi at Turner's-hall, in 
Philpot-Iane, . Londouj where he had held 
separate meetings^ for some time before, to 
oppose Friends .in general, uoder pretence of 
■discovering divers errors out of the Quakers 
booksj. that 'wore neyerjn them, and publish- 
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■ ed an advertisement of a meeting he intend^ 
to hold there, in the fourth Month, 1696, to 
discover the Quakers' errors; though he had 
been one so long^himself, and vindicated them, 
as to all they could object against, and yet 
now came to accuse them himself; but Friends 
slighted him, not thinking it worth their while 
to follow him, or dance after his pipe to Tur- 
ner's-hali. Of which contentious meeting he 
afterwards published a narrative, which our 
friend Thomas EUwood answered this year, in 
a book entitled, an Answer to Geoi^e Keiih's 
Narrative of his Proceedings at Turner's- hall. 
Sec. wherein his cliarges against divers of the 
people called Quakers, (in that and another 
book of his, called Gross Errors, Stc.) are 
fairly considered, examined and refuted. And 

■ he made his title good in a close answer, and 
entire confutation of all his cavils against our , 
Friends' books ; which, because I have given 
the preambles or introductions of his former, 
to illustrate the matter, I shall also, in like 
manner, introduce this with his general ac- 
count of the controversy, by way of introduc- 
tion to his answer, being so pertinent to the 
case in hand, for the reader's better informa- 
tion and satisfaction; which follows, — begin- 
ning thus : 

' It is not, surely, without good roison, that 
the church of Christ, here on earth, is called 
the church militant : for, besides the inward 
and spiritual enemies, which her several men;i- , 
bers have to encounter with, in their pilgrim- 

Tf 
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age through this troublesome w(»-kl, such hath 
been, and is her lot and portion, that she hath 
rarely been free from outward enemies of one 
-kind or other ; her great adversary, Satan^ 
continually raising up some evil instruments 
or other to fall upon her ; alt aiming at her 
ruin, though after divers ways and manners. 
Sometimes the civil powers, under which she 
hath lived, have been stirred up to proclaim, 
as it were, open war against her, and to inflict 
severe and heavy penalties upon her, for her 
faithful adherence to her Lord and master, 
Christ Jesus. When through faith and pati- 
ence, she hath overcome, and the wrath and 
fury of men hath been assuaged, so that she 
hath had some respite from those outward suf- 
ferings, then hath her old adversary, the com- 
mon enemy of mankind, bestirred himself in 
another way, to raise up persecution against 
her of another kind, by instigating some or 
other, either such as were always avowed ene- 
mies to her, or such as for some time appear- 
ed to be of her, but by the sweep of his tail had 
been struck cfiF fiT>m her, to speak or write 
against her, falsely to accuse her, and load 
her with the foulest reproaches, and most in- 
famous slanders and scandals, that by io mis- 
representing her, they might hinder others 
from joining to, or favouring her, and stir up 
the civil magistrate again, to persecute her 
afresh. This hathbeen the tot, this the con- 
dition of the little flock of Christ in former 
ages, as ecclesiastical histories declare. As for 
the present age, and with respect to the peo* 
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pie called Quakers, whom God, by an Invi- 
sible arm of power, bath raised up and held 
up, and made a peculiar people to himself, 
experience gives sufficient proof, the matter 
bein^ yet fresh in memory. For, (not to look 
back so far as that which was called the 
commonwealth's time, wherein many of the 
leading men, in most professions, put forth 
their utmost strength against us, liulh in 
preaching and printing, raising those faUe re- 
ports concerning us, and charging many false 
accusations upon us, with respect both to doc 
trine and practice, which otherB of our adver- 
saries, that followed after, have taken upon 
trust from them} no sooner was that great per- 
secution a little abated, which soon after the 
restoration of king Charles the second, through 
the fault of some dissenters, fell upon all, but 
most heavily upon us, and that a little calm and 
quiet ensued ; but out came several books 
against us, written by some of those professors, 
who either in some measure did suffer, or if 
they had been faithful to their own principle, 
should have sufiered in the same storm with 
tis. By that time the dust, which those books 
had raised, was laid, by our answers thereunto, 
a fresh persecution from the government arose, 
upon the informing act, the main weight of 

-which, it ia well known, fell upon us; they 
who before and afterwards assaulted us in 
print, finding ways then to hide and save them- 

■ selves from suffering. But when that storm 
was a tittle over, out they came again, and in 
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tltvers books, written by Faldo, HicVs/^nd 
others, heaped up many wrong charges, defa- 
mations, slanders and hlse accusations against 
us; all which were refated, and wiped ofl'ia 
^ otir books, printed in answer thereunto^ nor 
have those of other professions been so for- 
ward to attack us since. But now that liberty 
of conscience, in the free exercise of religious 
worship, is by authority granted, and thereby 
outward sufferings in a great, measure abated, 
our old enemy envying us so great a benefit,' 
though but in common with others, hsth con- 
trived ways and means to raise a new war 
against us, by stirring up some who have for- 
merly walked with us, and for some time 
professed to be (^ us, but upoo some peevish 
discontent or other have tamed aside and left 
us, to turn now against us, and c^ose> us, 
find to pour forth floods of reproach, slanders 
»nd false accusations upon us. His chief 
aj^ent, at present, in this work, is George 
ICeith, a Scotchman, whose ambitious aims 
not being answered, nor his absurd and fen? 
tastical notions received by and amongst the 
people called Quakers, he is now become of 
a seeming fiientl, a real enemy. - He .having, 
published many books against us; and in de- 
fence of those books wrangled with us for a. 
while in print, till he found himself :too closely 
pinched, to be able to give an answer fit to be 
H'eii in print, hath at length bethought him^ 
self of a wile, toexcuse himself from answer- 
ing; which was to set up a kind of judicial 
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court, of his own head, aud by his own au- 
thority, in a place at his own command, on a 
day of his own appointing, there to charge 
Kid try divers of us who are called Quakers, 
whether present or absent, concerning matters 
of faith and doctrine ; and that the rude mul- 
titude might not be wanting to his assistance 
there, be gave publick notice of it some time 
before, by an advertisement in print, and there- 
in a sort of summons to some of us by name,. 
to others by designation, to be present. This 
arbitrary proceeding, and usurped authority, 
as we judged it unreasonable in him to impose, 
so we did not think fit to submit to, or own, 
and therefore forbore to appear at the time and. 
place by him appointed. Yet test any whom 
he should draw thither, might mistake the, 
cause of our not appearing, the reason:* there- 
of, drawn up in short heads, were sent thither. 
to be read, and given among the people, which, 
they were. However, according to his before 
declared intention, to proceed whether any of 
UB were there or no, he beingjudge in bis own 
court, over-ruled our reasons, and went on to' 
arraign, and convict us absent. The page. 
antry of which day's work, as acted there by 
himself, he hath since published, with his, 
name to it, under the title of an Exact Narra-, 
live of the ProceedinKs at Turner's- hall, 8cc. 
Together with the EMsputes and Speeches 
there, between George Keith, and other Qua- 
kers, differing from him in some Religious 
Principles. Uow idle is this in him, to pre- 

Ff2 
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tend In his title to give .account of disputes 
and speeches between him and other Quakers, 
when, as his narrative itself gives no account off 
any dispute there, nor any thing like it; and 
of that little that was said by any of those few' 
Quakers that were present, most was to tlic 
people (tending to shew them the unrea- 
sonableness of his undertaking, and desiring 
them to reserve one ear for the other side) 
Tef7 little of it to him.' 

Then he goes on to shew George Keith's 
lalsehood, in calling it an exact narrative, and 
yet not inserting the reasons why our Friends 
did not appear, which he confesses were read, . 
and his fallacies in evading them; which there- 
fore Thomas Kltwood sets down and obviates 
George Keith's quibbles on them ; so pro- 
ceeds to answer his narrative ; clearing the 
quotations he brought out of our Friends* 
books, from his perversions, being either un- 

■ fairly or falsely quoted, or perverted in their 
sense, to what they never intended ; according- 
to his carping and cavilling way. Vindica- 
ting the soundness of their doctrine, shewing' 
George Keith's seltcomradictions, in oppos' 
ing what he had so often vindicated as ortho- 
dox, and" yet pretending to hokl the same 

. doctrines and principles still ; and laying open 
his deceit, falsehood and prevarications so 
plainly and effectually, that George Keith nevef 
replied to it; and good reason why, because 
he could not to the purpose, being ans^vered 
home, and defeated in all his vile pretences, 
envious cavils, aud false accusations. 



THOlfAS ELLWOOD. S<f3 

But being pinched and driven to a nonplusj 
by quotations out of his own books, in fevour 
of what he opposed (which he could not an- 
swer,) wherein he had asserted or (tefended 
the same doctrines and principles, in as plain 
or higher words, wMch he now blamed Friehds 
for as gross errors, 8tc. Which yet he would 
not allow to be so in himself, but palliated 
them under the soft term of mistakes. Say- 
ing, (Narrative, p. 15,) 'I know'notany funda- 
menta! principle, nor indeed any one principle 
of Christian faith, that I have varied from to 
this day, ever since I cameamongtheQuakers, 
which isabotit thirty -three years ago.' — And 
in his preface to his Narrative, p. 6, he says, 
the things (he does not call them errors, nor 
hardly ever uses the word error with respect td 
himself and his own writings) that need cor- 
rection in my books, compared with the vile 
errors in theirs, are but as my motes to their 
beams : nor are they such things as oppose any 
christian principles of faith, but of an inferior 
nature ; and yet they were as full in the points 
as any he could cite out of ours. And in the 
trtie copy of a paper, printed 1694; where, 
in p;' 17, he faintly intimates a purpose to pub- 
lish some short explication, 8tc. of some words 
and- passages in his former books. He adds," 
for upon a review of my fofmef books, I freely 
acknowled^, 1 have found some passages and 
words, that not only need some further expla- 
nation, but even in some parts an emendation 
and cotxection. Hmv gently doth he touch 
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himself? says Thomas Ellwood; how safdy 
doth he handle' his own sores i Not a syllable 
of errors or heresy there; no, the hardest word 
he can afford to give them, is his former mis- 
takes. And lest the reader should extend them 
too far, he explains it in the next page, saying, 
* Upon the most impartial search I have made, 
I find not any cause to correct either my 
judgment or books, as touching any of the 
great doctrines and principles of the christian 
religion ; nor do I know that I am of another 
faith in any one principle of christian doctrine, 
contrary to what 1 believed ever since I went 
under the profession of a Quaker, so called.' 
With much more to the same purpose. 

Thus partial was he to himself, notwith- 
standing his loud clamours and outcries of vile 
errors against the Quakers, for the same things 
he had held himself, which yet were no errors in 
him; such a hypocrite was he to dissemble 
with God and man. So that when be found 
his doctrines compared with what he accused. 
, Friends of, and saw they were the same, or 
parallel, it was to no purpose for him to go 
to vindicate or clear himself of what was so no- 
torious ; and therefore procured another, or at 
least he undertook it for him, under disguise 
of the Snake in the Grass. And so to slide by 
the quotations out of his books, that lay io 
his way ; which would have been a shame fu 
George Keith to do, (a Snake in the Gra^ in* 
deed) pretending in his preface, that it was 
not meant as a defence of George Kellkf any 
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furtber than he defended the truth of rfie chris- 
tian faith i for which reason, says he, I have 
wholly omitted all the personal reBectioos cast 
upon him, and the contradictions which Tho* 
mas Ellwood pretends to find in his former 
books, while he was a Quaker of Aheir com- 
munion, to the doctrine he now sets up in op- 
position to them. And so gave the go-by to 
whatever pinched him ; which was the design, 
as Thomas Ellwood observes, to help George 
Keith-off at a dead lift, from his manifold and 
manifest self-contradictions, which it was imr 
possible -for him to reconcile or defend ; and 
because it had been as absurd for him to have 
undertaken a reply to Thomas Ellwood's an- 
swer, and not have attempted to acquit him- 
self of those contradictions charged upon him 
therein, as it woold have been impossible 
for him to have cleared himself of them. There- 
foroj this contrivance was found out, that ano- 
ther, 6r perhaps he in a mask, under the dis- 
guise of anotlier;' for Satan, though disrobed 
from .his disguise of light, has many black 
robes and dark- disguises to put on, should un> 
dertake the task of replying, (for a task it 
seems it was) upon such a foot, and under 
suchr circumstances, as might give him some 
colound>le pretence to wave the contradictions, 
and wholly to oiiiit them, and witli them what- 
soever else he found too hard to meddle with. 
1697. So that any one might plainly see 
this \vas A conttivance, as our friend Thomas 
KUwooU observes, to help George Keith out* 
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at a dead lift. To which book of the SnaWs, ' 
Thomas EUwood wrote an answer, though he 
did not quite finish it, or publish it. Of which, 
and that controversy, he gives the followiog 
account. 

■ 'This controversy, begun by Geoi^e Keithj 
upon a pick he took against the people called 
Quakers, because they could not answer his 
ambitious desire of rule, nor receive some 
wild and fantastical notions of his, has been 
earned on by him, in his own name, till he 
could go no further. The doctrines he con- 
demns us for as erroneous and heretical, have 
been either so clearly cast off by us as slanders, 
«r so rivettcd on himself by undeniable in- 
stances and proofs taken out of his own books, 
that having foreclosed his way to a retracta. 
tion of them, as shall be shewed anon, he had 
no way left, but as his last resource, to put 
the cause into another's hand; to carry it on 
under the disguise of another person ; which 
brought to my mind the feble of Achelous, 
vho being too weak for his antagonist in fair 
force, was fain to shift from one shape to ano- 
ther ; first to that of a snake, then to that of a 
bull, and is thereupon brought in by the poet; 
saying, 

Inferior virtuieneudivenerkdartea, 

Elaborque viio longum foraiMtu b inguein, &c. i 

Met&n. lib. 9. fab. 1, 
In strength too weak, I to roj wiles betake. 
And slide from man, into a twining suake. 
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' Soineivhat a like crafty c^rse has George 
Keith taken ; who finding himself over pres- 
sed the last year with books, which he knewf 
not how to answer, got, as was supposed, an 
adjutant of his to publish a book against us 
under disguise, without a name to it, and with 
the very title of the Snake in the Grass; 
thereby to have diverted usfrom pursuing the 
controversy, then and still in hand with him. 
But when he found that would not do, (for the 
design was seen) he roared against us like a 
bull, at Turner's-hall, in the month called 
June, 1696, and afterwards in his narrative 
thereof. The answer to that, which soon fol- 
lowed, has it seems^ involved him in such 
difficulties, that he hath not thought fit to ap- 
pear against it in his own shape ; but either 
assuming another person, or turning over his 
broken forces, with the united forces of the 
whole party, to the hissing author of the Snake, 
they have amongst them, lately thrust forth 
another book, as a reply to that answer of mine 
to George Keith's Narrative ; this, without k 
name too, and said to be written by the author 
of the Snake in the Grass, is called Satan Dis- 
Tobed from his Disguise of Light. But the 
observant reader wilt find cause enough, I 
think, to conclude, that whoever wrote it, was 
fully enrobed in Satan's over-guise and proper 
dress of darkness; from the many bitter and 
scornful invectives therein used against the 
light. 

And for the controversy itself he remarks; 
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' 1. That the matters therein charged tifiDn 

us, are generally the same that have .been 
. charged on us heretofore, by Faldo, Hicks, 
and other adversaries, and always refuted over 
and over, both formeriy and of late. . 

* 2. That the things they charge oo us, as 
errors and heresy, are not pretended to be 
proved by any plain express positions or as- 
sertions of ours; but from our adversaries' 
own perverse meanings, and wrested construc- 
tions of our words ; always denied and rejected 
by us. 

* 3. That the words and passages brought 
by our adversaries for proof of their charges 
agamst us, are not taken out t^our doctnoal 
treatises, or declarations of faith and prin- 
ciples ; but, for the most part, out of contro- 
versial books ; wherein, oft times, the scope 
and aim of the author is, not so much to as- 
sert or express his own principles or dotf-i 
trines, as to impugn and expose his adversa- 
ries; by shewing the contradictions, absurdi- 
ties, and ill consequences of his adversaries'! 
■opinions ; from whence, positively to coitcludc 
the author's own judgment, is neither safe aoi 
fair. 

' 4. That however any of our former : 
versaries might have been misled in ibeil 
judgments concerning us, George Keith, wht 
hath now moved this comroversy against us 
knows full well, that we do not hold tbosi 
things either generally as a pcoitle, oras par. 
ticular persons, which he has charged on us ai 
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•efnon, Aa a pec^e hehju cle^rif acquitted 
«ts from them, in b'la pre&ce to his Narrative, 
.p, j6, where, he says, . I charge them not, eitlier 
upon the generality, far less upon the univer- 
.sality of all them called QuaJiers. For parti>. 
;culu persons, h^ar what he says of George 
' .Whitehead; one. of the principal butts he shoots 
at. Narrative, p. 16, where having charged liim 
uritb denying that Christ in heaven has any 
bodily existence without us, being conscious 
that Geopge Whitehead did not so hold, but 
that he had therein abused him, he immedl- 
.atety adds, if he, George Whitehead, has said 
.otherwise ioany<of his late printed books, lam 
^lad of iti And a line louver, there is a George 
Whitehead orthodox', and a George White- 
head not orthodoi^.* He is, in this and some 
■other things, orthodox and not orthodox ; and 
atitde further, I own it, that. I have cited divers 
passages out of his later books, that are ortho> 
doxt to prove birn sound. What can be made 
pf att^ this, but that .George Whitehead was or- 
thodox and sound ia his own both intentions 
and expressions ; not orthodox in Georire 
jtj^hh?8 perverse, and ial^e constructions I And 
whereas h^ h^ps upon the word later books. 
thereby to insinuate as if George Whitehead 
had of late altered his judgment. He has cut 
off tltat also in hia Narrative, p. 38,. where he 
gives an account, that in the year 1678, which 
was eighteen years ago, some, whom he would 
not nanie, questioning him about some prin- 
ciples in a book of bis, both George White- 
c g 
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head and William Penn took part wMl (dm 
against them, though those principles, as he 
calls them, which he says he was then ques- 
tioned about, Were of Ute same nature with 
some of those he dow charges upon -them as 
errors. From whence it appears, tteit he found 
them then, as well as now,- seund and ortbo- 
doit in those principles. 

* 5. That as this controversy lies property 
and directly between George Keith and us, 
and that he being bafBed in it, and driren toa 
tie plus ultra on his own jart, hath ccnitriTed 
to carry it on under disguise, by die assist* 
ance of another (yet without a name,) who 
under jwetence of intfifferency, and being nn» 
concerned with or for George Keith, should 
drop the quotations I - had loaded him wkbj 
out of his own books against himself, ami 
thereby fret him, if he conld, frcxn those 
pinching dilemmas which lay against him, and 
draw Dun, as the proverb is, out of the mjm 
he was plunged into, so to obviate and dtaap^ 
point the design. That I may not sufier my i 
self to be bubbled by such artificial shams, favt 
that the controversy may be kept, as much M 
may be, upon its lirst bottom, I have thought 
fit in this rejoinder so to order the matter, as 
not to let George Keith slip away, which I per- 
ceive he would fain do, white I am contend* i 
ing with, I know not whom in this quarrel. ' 
Therefore, as I pass through the several heads 
of the controversy, I purpose not only to an* ' 
swerthe most material cavils of -the present 
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aiiicimiy, hut witbRl to rqwat, some^ at least 
of those passages, that lay so heavy upon 
George Keith, and settle {not to use his own 
«nitlung metaphors of clinching and riveuing) 
them foster on him; to the end, that both the 
header may more plainly see the true re;ison 
why George Keith.did not himself reply in his 
own name, to my answer to his narrative, and 
George Keith may know that I expect it from 
him, and in the mean time took upon him but 
as a baffled, shifting adversary. 
' *'He begins his epistle with telling his read- 
er, that Iris reply is short in comparison of the 
answer. .Therein he and I agree, but in words 
rather than in .meatung ;. for be means in 
number of pages, I. mean tn truth and f^ 
deding, ih which I am confident the indif- 
{erent reader will find hiis reply short indeed ; 
and' evea as to bulk, upon doe consideration, 
the <UsproportiQn is not so great as he would 
re]»t:sent it, for his book is rather more than 
half as big as mine» though he replies not to 
the tenth part of the matter contained ,in 
mine. He makes nothing of skipping over 
ten ' or ' fifteen pages at a time, so niipble 
heeled he is.* [And yet this is the man that 
cautioned- the Quakers, that if they answered 
his bbok (Snake, 3d edit. p. 344.) that they 
would reply distinctly, aud not answer a boolc 
*^ rats do, by nibbling at some corners of the 
leaves, stealing through: it like moths, to no 
other purpose than to deface some words at a 
Venture ; who jet could reply, thua^ slightly 
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himself.] 'Nay, in his first page, he throws, 
off no less than twenty-6ve pages at once, and, 
barely mentioning, in less than nipe lines, a 
few words contained in some of them, witt:- 
out a syllable of reply thereto, sets in his mar-, 
gin, reply to the first twenty -three pages,; and 
yet he hath the confidence to tuiscal his book^! 
and that even in the same page, a full reply;, 
he might better have called it a foul and false, 
reply to Thomas Ellwood's answer. And io. 
his epistle, Gays, be has omitted nothing that, 
is material. I suppose he means, that he has 
omitted nothing which he thought might tend' 
to abuse and defame the Quakers and me ; for 
that he has omitted the most material, parts of. 
jny book, and thrust in many passages, idle,! 
impertinent, false, and wholly foreign to the 
subject; only that he might misrep'rescht, ridi-' 
cule, and slander us, as 1 shall have occastoir 
hereafter, by plenty of instances, to show.' 

I might cite a great deal more to explicate 
this controversy, and shew their disingenuily" 
in it ; but by this we may judge what a reply 
this of the Snate'i was, and by this taste, (to 
use his own words at the end of the Snake)' 
the reader may guess what a plentiful mea\ we 
might have had, if Thomas Ellwood had ,pub-". 
lished his rejoinder; but that, as I said, he did 
not; for what reason I cannot jastly assign. 
For though our friend George AVhitehead, in 
liis answer to the Shake in the Grass, wrote 
also a brief Examination of some passages in 
the said book of the Snake's, styled Satan dis* 
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robed, k.t. tts beihg Concerned therein ; yet he 
refefred.to a further answer by Thomas Ell- 
WQQd, p. 186, judging it 'No fair reply to 
Thon^ajs Ellwood's answer ; and so it appears 
spys be, and I expect will be made further ap- 
pe^, if Thomas Ellwood deems it wwth the 
while to .undertake it;* which he did, and wrote 
twenty .seven sheets in order thereto ; and why 
he. should be prevented from publiBhing it. by 
Geoi^ Whitehead's Brief Examination, ] do 
not see, being much .larger and fuller; but 
perceive he was so modest, .that he was apt to 
be .put by cf his work, if any other put hi bc- 
(prehim';.as willfurther^^pearon another oct 
casion hereafter. And so I shall teaveit, hop- 
^rtg however one time or other, to see this, 
and some other of his posthumous works 
published by themselves, as they well de- 
serve. 

. And here our friend dropped his pen, till 
another occasion ofieced. 

And tlut was.'nextor at least. the next he 
Jaid hold on, aHer a vacancy of two or three 
if^earsion this occasion^ 
. IQyS. Some angry priests in Norfolk, oi> 
our Friends having a meeting near one of them, 
ftnd truth . spreading to their regret, they chal' 
lenged a di^ptite with some of our Friends at 
West-iPeerham in that county, the 8th of the 
AOth mo,. 16R8, where some of our Friend* 
appcAting, aodADswering them, so disappoint- 
fid .the pricstB in their envious designs in tb* 
said idiepftK, . Abtrt th^y . afterWaids promoted 
c g2 
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two petitions against our Friends to the parik/ 
ment, one from Norfi^k, the other from Su&; 
jblk, tp stir up persecution against than, thafe 
what they could not do by argumenfes, ^xf- 
might by force. To which two -petitions our 
friend Thomas Eltwood, having bt^fiined copies 
of them, wrote* sober reply on behalf of the 
people called Quakers, totwo petitions againstiE 
them, the one out of Norfolk, and the other 
from Bury in Suffolk j being acme brief obser* 
vations upon -them, . &.c. printed 1699, ■eiani-'- 
fefiting dieir mischievous itiatdiinatioss- against 
the truth aticl ' Friends; n4iicb, frith som^ 
other discouragements, through the labour and 
industry of Friends at London, in attend^^ 
the parliament,' and delivering pristcd jpapersji'' 
particularly, a few considerations haiably of- 
fered to the members of parliament, lo obriatfr 
some evil jealousies and desagns agdnst thfr 
people called Quakers, so quashed their maVt- 
cious purposes, that their petitions were nevW 
delivered to, or received by the pari iament,- 
feut fell and came to nothing, and their ev4 
designs .were frustrated, Friends Mcro pic* 
served* and truth prospered over their heads.' 
1699. About this time also, our friend Wih 
liam Penn being gone to Fennaylvarfia, in ^e 
7th mo. this year, and Geot^e JKeith contiiw* 
'«tg his opposition against truth- and Friends, 
'•omctimes more general at Turner's-Hal), 
'where, as the course of his delirious d9Ste3Bn< 
pel- returned (aa Joseph Wycth observes, in 
bis ansvHer to bis odvtrtitemtBt :dus ywr) to 



IkcidhU Bbnitntioiis ftitefings, ohcef^ year, t« 
pkslr' passages out t>f our ' Friends' books ' fo- 
eatvTi atj though- he could- not- answer nor 
dott* himself of TKomas EUfrood**, or ■others: 
thatweM wrote agaiitet htm. Abd'sotnetimeS 
Arare particularif against single p<£rsons, esp6- 
6iri!y WiHiam Peimj against fthotft he chose 
to v«rt his malice above mOst others ; espe- 
cially now in his absence, maleing'him the butt 
(^bis indignation ; and publbhed two books 
ftgainst him, One called The Deism of Wil- 
Uam Penn and his Brethren, 8tti. Thi& otlf 
fnettd Thomas Elt«X30d undertook^ to answer^ 
find, made a con^deraUle progress in it, in A 
^g&bo<A,'of between^ thirty and forty sheets, 
which I shalt cite sorne'of, beginning thus : 
■■ ■'» Weread of One informer times, who, be- 
muse hohad given up himself to do evil, was 
iurid to have sold h'imsetf to-work wickedness 
in'vhA sight of tlie Lord, I Kings xxn£0, and 
flS. Whether George Keith hath directly sold 
bfimself, or only let himself out lio hire, I will not 
imcteitdce to detarmtne ;' but evident it is^ 
tlMt since he crept into the interest of thak 
Mrhich \s celled' the church of England, and 
bboomea mercenary tuckney to some of the 
olergy, hehalth laid out himself, with his ut>- 
most vigour, to work wickedness, not only in 
the sight of the Lord j but in the sight of th» 
sun'; asserting, defending, maintaining, and 
^ipholding divers both doctrines and practice* 
in religion, which upon a declared full cob- 
viction, and from a professed assurance of di^ 
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vine openingfl, sad immediate guidance of duf 
holy spirit,' ne htid before not only renounced, 
but declared aad' written against, as false,' 
superstitious, if not idolatrous, and antichris-. 
tian ; and to fill up his ineasure of iniquity, 
and heap it up that it might run over, be hath 
not (Hily, to gratify Ins support,ers> shot his 
unadvised bolts at the several other bodies of 
Protestant dissenters, but, in an especial man- 
ner, and in a most virulent, and to him pecu< 
liar style, hath evomlted floods, not of re[H-oach 
only, and bitter revilings, but of the most ma^ 
licious slanders and falsehoods that ever, per* 
haps, were poured from the .pulpit, oi; 
squeezed through the press against the people 
called Quakers, whom once he owned for hts 
brethren, and with whom' he professed to hold 
communion for more than thirty yeacs. Here- 
in he hadi exceeded good Joseph of old in his . 
Jiberatity, but in another kind ; that good man 
bbstowed a fivefoId-mcss of his good things on 
his brother Bei\}amin, as a token of his peea* 
liar and abundant love to him. This bad man 
has bestowed double and treble that propor* 
tion of his evil things on us : the. effect of his 
peculiar and super-abundant hatred to us, to 
say nothing here of his railing rhetoric and bit- 
ter invectives against us, wherewith he hath 
profaned the pulpit, which lie under the ju$t' ' 
eensure of the more discreet^ and welJ-minded 
of his auditors. An. instance of his malice ' 
and injustice from the press, is a late book of 
his, now lying before me, c^l^d, the Deism 
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of Williatn Penn and his Brethren, destrgc-' 
rive to, the Christian Eeliglon, exposed, &c.. 
The word <i£ism being somewhat an uncom-- 
mon term, may not, perhaps, be readily un-' 
derstood by every reader. As it has been' op-' 
posed to atheism, it has been taken in a good'' 
sense ; but as it is how used, it i^ taken in ah! 
iU sense, as importing an acknowledgment, 
or o;vning of God only, or of the Godhead ; 
but not of Christ, with respect to his incar-' 
nation, or being manifest in the ffesh, for the 
redemption of man ; so that to charge any oner 
now with deism, is to charge him with deny- 
ing thAt Christ is' come, and hath suffered in 
the flesh. Now herein both George Keith's' 
injustice and malice, is the greater, in charge' 
irig William Penh, and his brethren the Qua- 
kers,- with deism ;' inasmuch as he assuredly 
knows (which some other adversaries have not 
had the like opportunity to know, as he hath 
Had) by certain experience, drawn by so many' 
■j-tars intimate conversation with William Penn 
arid the Quakers, in free and familiar confer- 
ences, and. iu reading their books, that Wil- 
liam Pehn and the Quakers, both in word and 
writing, publicly and privately, have always, 
and on all occasions confessed, acknowledged, 
owned as well as believed, the incarnation of 
Christ, according to the holy scriptofes, viz.' 
That the word was made flesh, John i. 14. 
That when the fulness of time was come, God 
sent forth his son made of a woman, made^ 
under the law, to redeem them that wer^ 



Cunglc 



3£S TKE.UFE or . 

nnder the law, Qal; iv. 4, 5. 'That GWM 
iesus being in the fonn oC God, -aad nMrite 
jng it no robbeiy to be equat witlk'vAMb 
made himself of no reputation, and'^ioftt 
upon him the fimn of a servant; cnd'^-lras 
Bt&de in the likeness of tnen ; andbtlhg'.JM 
in fasirion as a man, he humbled hittisnf^'l 
became 'obecUent onto d«ith, even the:.t~ 
<ir die cross, Phili ii. 5, 6, 7, 8. Chnbc>t|lN| 
fbrouruns, according to the scrtpturat^lliM 
that ho nns buried, and that he rose agaoif^^ 
third day, according to the. scrtptureSi^M^^T'' 
XV. d, 4. I1iat he was detivercd''foc> ou^<| 
fences, and was' raised again for- oar ^ 
eatioi, Rom. tv. 35. That -he is titbrf 
tiation for our sins.; and nttf for 'onrs'ii 
but forihe smsof the<whole.world;'3;Ja^i 
2. That he ascended up &t aboreJ-^ 
htavens, tbat he might-filLall things, iT ' 
iv. lO. That be is the one medlaton betwwilt 
God and men, 1 Tim. ii. 5. That heHJatw 
the right hand .of God, and maketh ioterti^iU 
sioR for us, B<Hn. viiu 34. And is otii adim^ 
cate with the fatherj 1 Jobnii.!.- .And 'ftpb 
it is he which'was ordained cf God, to be'Jtip 
judge of quiek and dead, Acts x. 43. Thi^ 
things, I say, Geoi^ Krith dertaibl]^Jcno«^ 
hav£ been constantly held, betievedr profestRiflt ! 
and.owiKd by WiHiam Pemi and hiss bretlpitiii^ i 
the Quakers, in general, both privately •ti$^ 
pubticty, in word and writing. These tfaii^dp 
are so oiten testified of in our meetings^ aiSL ' 
have, beeik so fully and plainly atscrted.aod-' 
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livid fbrtii itt our books, thae we mtgtiK calt in 
a^aimx asniany wUnesses thereof, a&have fre- 
quemedour meeungs, or atteRtively read oar 
books. 

. The book of WiHiam Peon's, called a Dis- 
course of the general Rule of FaUh atxl Life^ 
^tO'Which-6earge:Keith's Deism is an atisirer) 
George Keith teUs n*iti his pre&ce, 'Wbs fim 
printed. in the year ldT3, as- an appendix t6 
William Penn'9-pan of the-Ctvistian Quaketi 
a lolto book,, in two parts ; The fwmer writeen 
by Wrilianr Penn^ thelatter by George White- 
head.; In ^hat' fcKTner ~ part' of the Christian 
Quaker, written by WiUiam Penn, though 
the tendtiicy of it' is to assert and' defend the 
divinity of Christ, and bii spiritual appearance^ 
by his divine light in thehearts of men ; yet 
ibere is enough said Canoeming his'.ma&hood, 
bis outward appearance, and suflerings in the 
flesh,, to free WiUi»n Penn from the imputa. 
tion or suspicion of deism.— In p. 101, Wil- 
liam Penn says^ Notwithstanding the same 
light and life,^ with that- which afterwards 
(dotht^ itself with that Outward body, did in 
measure, inwardly appear for the salvation of 
the souls of men ; yet,' as I have often said, 
never did that life ao eminently put forth itself, 
to tliat eiKl, as in that sanctified and prepared- 
body ; so that what he then suffered and did,- 
inthattranscendent manifestation, may, by way 
of eminency, assume the whole work unto it- 
Self, that he ever did before, or might do after- 
wards* Page 103,. His^ righteous life, witb 
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ntlpicl ttf its appriaranfee in that bbd^,'irai 
grieved by sin, and the weight of the iniqaity 
of the whole worid, with the conccniment of 
its eternal well-being, lay hard upon hiih ; nor 
.wat his manhood insensible of it ; under the 
Joid (^this, did he travel ; Ite alone trod the 
winC'iH-ess, &c.— Not that we we would irrev- 
erently rob the holy body of whatsoever ac- 
knowledgment it justly due, nor yet separate 
what God joined, p. 104. — Ghap. 21. A 
confession in particular, to Cteist's redemp- 
tion, remission, justification and salvation. — 
:Whtch was actually to the salvatibnof some, 
and intentionally of the whole world. — As 
there was a necessity that one should die for 
the pe<^le { so whoever then, or ^ince, believ- 
ed in him, had, and have a seal, or confirma- 
^on of the remission of their sihs in his Mood. 
This grand assurance of rembsioo do all re- 
ceive, in thC' ratifying' blood of Christ, who 
■repentjng.of their sins, believe and obey the 
holy light, with which he Jisth illuroimrted 
them. — Page 107. ■ But there is yet a: fiir- 
tber benefit that accrues by the blood of Christ, 
viz. That Christ is a propitiation and redemp- 
tion, to such as have faith in it : for though 1 
stiU place the stress of particular benefit upon 
the light, life ami spirit revealed and witness- 
ed in every particular; yet in that general ap- 
pearance, there was a general benefit, justly 
to be Attributed to the blood of that very body 
of CJirist, to wit, that it did propitiate ; for 
hQuever it laight draw stupendous judgments 



.v.i|f>bH»th* iK&idft'Of tbose who were ftuyHrfrof 
yti)a;,«U9mal tivgetly^ and died impcniteat; yet 
,4f>ubtks&i U tbMS far Uiraedto very great ac- 
^^fipuntt in that it was a mo^ preaioua oSering 
; io the.^ight of the Lord, -and drew God's Jsjve 
-t^thcaiereeiniiicsitly to mankind ;- atksst^ Uich 
a& should b«lieve in his nanae : p*ige 108* 
jDc^btlesSr it did grestly infiuNice, to some 
.^A^ngutaT'tpodemeu and peculiar regard unto 
>,aii.«Lch as .should- believe in tusname, among 
lather his weigluy perforiasnces; for the sake 
. j}f that la&t and greatest of all his external acts, 
(Iab rewstiRg unto bl^od, for the spiritual good 
.' oif the.warld, thereby oBering op his life upon 
J the £rpss, through the power of the eternal 
^irit, th^t remission of atn,- God^s bounty to 
tl^.-ivporldr might be preached in lus nanie, 
-and in his very blood too, as that which was 
thQi mpst .ratifyiag of all his bodily sufferings. 
. And utdeed, therefore niight it seem meet to 
. the holy Ghost, that redemption, propitiation. 
;.9a^ remis^on, should be declared, and held 
£Mth in the blood of Christ, unto aU that have 
>a eight faith therein; as saith the apostle to 
thpRomausiT— because it impijesafirm belief, 
I tha^t Christ was come in the flesh, and that 
. . uyac! vould ^en have him -as their propitiation 
.^.^ud redeooptioi*) "'^o withstood the av know- 
ledgraent of, and belief in his visible appear- 
, ance ; page 1 LO. Faith in his blood was re- 
quisite, . that they might confess him, whose 
tx)dy. .and blood it was, to be Christ. Tocon- 
cludCf we confess, he who then appeared, 
Hh 
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was ami is th« ^roptttation, &o. sbd in.hiift 
was redemption obtained by all those, wba 
had such true faith in his blood. 
' * Thus much, and much more iriuch 1 bav« 
omitted, against deism, in that very treatise 
of William Penn's, to which, the bcelteiM of 
which GeArge Keith, by his art of counterfeit 
chymistry, would -extract deism, mas an a^ 
pendix ; and yet this was not the direct sabjeot 
of that treatise, but only touched on occauon* 
ally, or by the by :- should I gather up all quo^ 
tations on this argument out of our other book^ 
such especially as have more directly handled 
this subject, I might therewith fill a large vo}> 
ume ; to prevent which, I refer the readet 
to my answer to George Keith's first narrative 
of his proceedings at Turner*B-hall, fnom p. 
33 to 63, where he may find this cavil fully 
confuted. Which answer to his first nar- 
rative, may serve for an aiuwer to biB 
Other jFbltowing narratives also ; -they for the 
most part, being but the scraps of his finrt, 
heated again, and served up afresh with some 
new garnish. 

* It is observable that that bo(A, called « I>ifr* 
course of the general Rulcof Faith and Life, 
was first printed (as George Kehh inhis piefaee 
to his deism takes notice) in the ysaat L673, 
which is 27 years ago, and about SOyears before 
he quite left usi it appears he Jiad read it in tbe I 
first impression : formakingas if wbmbe saw 
-the last impression, he did net know but that 
it was a new book.'— So. kittle had I reail or 
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contideMBd the conti^a of it. BqthiJ^ ife 
thea, it seems be had,, and co^idered the 
contents of it ; aod tliQUgh here he would 
fltfggesC he hsd but slightly read it, yet 
4M>-mMld nst be tajlicn far a heedless reader. 
or ft'SUfierficial considerer of what he reads* 
Now «iiice he. held the same doctrine, with rct 
e|Kcl to the fjeueral rule of faith and life, which 
Is laid down by William Penn in that discourse, 
diuing the tin^ he was amongst us, and proi 
fes^d himself one cf us, as \yell after the pub. 
lishing of that book, in the year 1673, as be-: 
fore; and did' not only openly defend and 
ihaintcin that doctriDe in public disputations 
both in I^ngland . and in Scotland, after the 
year 1673. But no longer ago than in the 
jrear 1693, nineteen years after that book of 
William Fenn's^ called a Discourse of the Gen- 
eral Rule of Faith and Life, was in print, 
•Qeov^ Keith, in his Serious Appeal, p. 7, say^, 
Accordiag to the best knowledge I Iwve of the 
fteople called Quivers, and those most gene> 
nlljr owned by them, »9 pre^hers and pub< 
Ushers of their fdith, of unquestioned esteeifi 
•amoi^ them, md worthy of double honour, 
-as many aach theie.are, I know npne.tbat arp 
f^ilqr of any one such heresies and blasphemies 
as thoB accuflcst them ; and I think I should 
ItBow, sad do know these called Quakerii, 
iMtter than C. Mather (^igainst wbo«i he theit 
inole) or any of his brethren } having bee^l 
exHiTeraant with them, in public meetings as 
weU-as in priraie discourse, .with the oio^t 
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noted and esteemed atnong^Ai, for i^iiwc' 
twenty-eight 'years pest; and that' uv m«ny- 
placesof the world, in Europe; and fot* these- 
divers years, in America. - 1 say, till thi^ con:. 
sidered, how will GeOrge Keith, npon (he- 
charges he now makes against Wiiliam F^nti; 
acquit himself from having, been a professed 
deist, all the while he was among the Quakers? 
Yet he himself well knows, that neither he 
nor William Peon, nor any of the Quakers 
ever were deists ; ever did deny, disown, or'. 
disbelieve the coming, incarnation, sufferings 
and death of Christ, as man outwardly in the 
flesh, his resurrection, ascension and media- 
torship ; and he himself has undesignedly ac-' 
quitted William Penn from his present charge 
of deism, by a story he told in his first nar- 
rative, p. 38. That upon some urging him 
to give an instance of one English Qtiaker that 
he ever heard pray to Christ; William Penn 
being present, said, I am an Englishman, and 
a Quaker, and I own I have often prayed to 
Christ Jesus, even him that was crueified. 
This, he says, was in the year 1678,' which 
was fivcyearsafter the publishing of that bcfok, 
from which he attempts to prove him a deist ; 
that is, adenyer of the man Christ Jestts, who 
was crucified. Judge' nov^, reader, how rank 
the malice of Gewge Keith must needs be, 
against William Penn and his brethren the 
Quakers, nho would choose to subject himself 
with them, to the foul imputation of deism, 
though in Ms own -conscience, he knows the 
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FK^w than nstgraitify hUenvy and revenge up- 
on UwBii in thisreieniblu^ thecavious man in 
tbcRpQlogue, who desired that he mi^tloae 
Qfm of hid eyes, on condition his neighbour 
might lese both his." 

Whence tti' obseryatiim rose, a wicked will • 
' Would wound itself, to work another's ill. 

1700. But before he had finished this an- 
swer, thouh he had gone about two>tbirds 
through it, Benjamin Coale of Bristol, pub- 
lished a boolc there, entided Honesty the tru- ■ 
est Policy; shewing the sophistry, envy and 
perversion of George Keith, in his three boolcs, 
viz. his Bristol Quakerism, Bristol Narrative,; 
and his Peism. On perusal of which, viz. 
his Answer to George Keith's Deism, &c. 
Thomas' Ellwood wrote the following verses: 

' lT\ie*A, if tlien the work by me beg'an. 

And wtncb I tabour'd at with such good will, 
■ Atrtadjr, by amdierworlEinaiidonel 

Who tthnbleness hitti added to bii akiU i - 
WeU may it thrwe, luccessfid may it prove, ■ 

' TriKh's way to clear, andatumbiuig-Uscks reiaav*. 
I nevar wm ambitiau to appear 

In print) noc to myself applause bave loasbti 
'WithsuUfacuon therefore, I can bear 

What.thm dMigd'st, another hwd huh wrought: - ' 
This ii^iscdes my work. I'm glad to see 
. . Such. help cone itii .tbtt ibcic'sno need of me. '• 

. This is tbe third time I have thus been put. 
, BaiAer fny work, which make* tat (hink, my friend^ 
H h2 
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Tli« lan t ioww b l doorMme h that. 

Aad of Bt7 (criUiRf *»rvice thore's ui «ik(< 
If to, coBtcnti Ic»ii«^plcutireM>e . - .> 

The woik wcU doiM, aJihtwfliiiMdoBAbj.iBie., 

!j(ft jVonfAim, iroo. 

The three times he was pqt.besides bis work, 
of vkhich, he says, this was the third ; the 
other two, I suppose, were, his Remarks oa 
Gerard Croese's History of the Quakers. 
And his Answer to the Snake in the Grass, 
hh book called Satan Disrobed. Both before 
meiiiioned. 

However, this of Benjamin Coale antlcU 
pattng bis answer to the deism, be laid it by 
and never finished it ; thinking perhaps, the 
other, ihough far short of his, might suffice 
at present for an answer thereto : and so we 
were deprived of his labour in this respect 
also ; which yet I hope, one time or other," 
may be published for the service of truth ; 
which it is a pity the world should be depriv- 
eslof. . ^ : . 

1701. His iiext service, upon a^eoeral fc^t,. 
which I find any footsteps of, was oq this oc-. 
casion. One John Shockling,. a priest of Ash* ', 
near Sandwich, in Kent, having got some of 
the Snake's books, set up for m opposcr, or, 
disputant, about water t^ptism, and sends a 
paper to iohn Love, called a Question upon, 
thobe Words in Matthew xxvui. 19. Go ye 
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th^tefatt and tetu^-all mtioits, baptising them 
in the naine'of the Father, and of the Son, and 
of the holy Ghost. Whether the apostle» 
were not commanded by them to baptize with 
water ? This paper and question our firiend 
ThomajEUwoodanswcred in the fourth month, 
1701, very much to the purpose. To whicb 
the priest being unwilling to taVe an answer, 
and let it drop so, replying, (I might say, 
to little purpose) Thomas Ellwood wrote a re-, 
joinder, in the fourth month, 1703; both 
which answer and l-ejoinder, being very per- 
tinent to the purpose, and notable on that sub- 
ject, I should insert some part of it, but that 
it was only private, and never published that 
I know of; and therefore I would not begin- 
to T)e the first publisher thereof. 

" 1703. Butjicfr we come to his great work 
of the Histtrfy of the Old Testament ; which, 
.art^-hf^leisure he had in hand for some years; 
and both he and we had this advantage of his ' 
being put by his work in answering adversa- 
ries v particularly that of the Snake, and 
George Keith's deism; having now seemed to" 
ha^e'done with controvei-sy, that he had the 
iDOfe time and leisure to prosecute this more 
excelleht work; which having finished in 1704, 
he- brought it up to London, to shew it to 
Friends, for their perusal and approbation. 
Which being done, it was published in folio,' 
tht next year, 1705, underihe title of Sacred- 
History ; or the Historical Part of the Old 
Testament ; gathered out from the oUier parts 
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dureo^ and ^gestcd, as new as- w^ coidd 
be, into due Method, with respect to Ocd^ 
of Time and Place : with sooie. Ob9«rvatioti& 
here and there, tending to illu^nite some' 
Passage* therein. In his preface to whitdi,- 
having mentioned the praise -of historx out of 
Cicero, viz. that it is (he witness of times* 
the light of truth,, the life of memcHy, &c.- 
whtch he thinks cannot be so well verified of;. 
any particular history, as of th^ which, beings 
written by divinely-inspired penmen, is con- 
tained in the books of the Old and New Tes- 
taments. Then speaking <^ the motive or in- 
ducement to the undertaking, two thif^> be 
says, more especially led him to it : c»ie, that, 
die divine providence, the wisdom, power, 
goodness and favour of God in ordering, dis-, . 
posing, providing for, preserving, defending, 
and womlerfully delivering his servants andv 
people out of the greatest straitSi dfficnUies,: 
hardships, dangers and su&rings, being moro;. 
directly, and in a continued scries and cotmc. 
of actions set before the reader's eye, he rajghft. 
be thereby the more stirred up, and rngaged 
to admire and ibagnifyy to iove, Teverenceand- 
finr the l^ord, and. be the more cweftil not tor 
Q0end him. The other motive was, -that aH,) 
the youth especially, of etther.sexi under what-> 
soever religious denominaition they go, nugbt. 
be furnished with such sn cntertainmont, ■ to 
spend, at (east their leisure hours oponj qa 
might yield them aSonce both profit and de- 
light. After which h« pruceeda $o ainetk .of 
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t&e manner of pcrftjrmance, tinder eight h^ds; 
the sobsitahce bf whibh are, ■ . 

■ -'1. l^tin digesting the following historyv 
he hath not serictly tied himself -lo the letter 
and- very sylfebles of the text; but with alt 
dlse eiPcumSpettionand care, to t^tainthe'matt 
tcr and sense, hath Sometimes varied the es-- 
weiSions, Bcc. *. Where he hath left the last 
JSfiglish transhtion of the Bible, he hath fol- 
lowed for the most part some other English or 
XiStitv; or the judgment of some ettiinentty 
learned esposilorB. * 3. As to the chronolog^ 
espeeialJy with respect to the times of the 
jadgesand kings of Israel and Judah, he found 
sof'much. uncertainty, and so little certainty or 
agr«tn«nt amongst interpreters about it, that 
lie had a mind to have left it out j but at the 
desire of some he added it in the margin ; 
wfeereiri, for the most part he followed R. 
Biome's History of the Old and New Testa- 
nienes; A. The few helps, he says he hadj 
■Wtsre ehieif froih Di*. OeH's Essay towards 
aAiftmendment of the last English Translation 
oftheKble. Hugh Ife-oughton's Consent of 
SbripttitCi Godwin's Moses and Aaron. The 
AflnotBtioh^ of Tremelius and Junius. And 
forndmes of -persons and places, the Tables of 
Robiift 'F. Herry. 5. The- whole work is 
divided into three parts, without any parlicU- 
i« regard had "to the seven periods of time, 
into #hich chrohologers and historiographers, 
ourofa desire to reduce them to some sort of 
proportion with the' six days work and seventh 
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Aiiy*a rest, in the first week of the creation, 
have generally divided the ages of the world, 
from Adam until now. 6. Of these three 
parts, the first reaches from the creation to the 
death of Moses, when the children- of Israel^ 
being come to the borders of the promised 
}and, the second time, were ready to enter in j 
and contains the remarkables in the five books 
of Moses, taking in Job between Genesis and 
-Exodus. 7. The second part beginning- with 
the- book of Joshua, goes threu^ that, and tht 
book of J udges, with the first bOok of Samttel, 
and carries on the history from the death of 
Moses to the death c^ Saul, and the -account 
that was brought to David of it. In which-aiv 
recounted the transactions of chief note undet 
all the Judges and Saul, the first anointed king 
of Israel. S. The third part (by much die 
lu-gest) goes on with the secotKl book of Sft< 
muel, through the rest c^ the canonical scrip* 
Cure, sets forth the reigns of the kir^ of Is- 
rael and Judah, throughout the Jewish-^ma- 
archy, with the most rematlcable acts and oc- j 
curreocefi therein, from David to the return 
of the last Babylonia captivity,-and rebuilding 
•f the temple^ taking in the Prophets, as«ear 
as may be, in their several tioMs. 

Then he gjves account who hath wkmc en 
this subject ; particularly a treatise called The j 
General View of the Holy Soriptures, sup< 
posed to be the learned Broughton's ; wluch ' 
Tiiomas Eltwood commends as an useful di». ' 
course ia its kind. Aud of late years, ChrM- 
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t9p^ Nesfa' Histoiy and'myitery oiftlie-Old 
and New Teitainents, in four vtriumcs. A 
boob, ai^s hSt well fraa^ht with variety of 
V#9£i4 matter ; but wiuily observes, tbe mya^ 
tery is oot oAly interwoven with the faittory, 
t>i»t b«tb also ao much overgrown it, that thd 
iieader whodesires to peruse the history by it- 
^f^ wiU be at some loss in that respect. And 
that which promisee most to assiver bis end, 
be says, is R. Blome's History of tbe Old 
and:New ToMsments. A wor^ iodeed, not 
qtiiy instructive and delightful, but pompous 
9ud mai^Ucent. A character tlut may justly 
^ applied to his own (except -the word pon^ 
P<H18.) A work, indeed it is, both pleaBautaud 
^ofitable ; such judieioos - obscrvatioDs, and 
Wt^y (though grave) turns > on passages and 
t^ngSi as rofike it, as w«lias bis other writings, 
not only pleasant to read, but profitable to the 
»flder. A work thatwilld-eraain a monument 
of his worth and ingenuity, to generations to 

.- I would only add. that there is a book of 
^Iphivs Sevenis, entitled Sacred History j 
iKutas ^t is iu- Latin, and far short of this of 
trh«niBs Cllwood's ; so this, canaot iatcrfere 
with that, or be justly thought to be in. imita* 
tfton'ofu. 

About this time we entered into a more par^ 
tKular oorrespondmce by. letters on sereral 
<>ccaaions ; which we otmtinued at tiines« aU 
inost till hb death. So that I usually im- 
parbed to him the most romarluhle occur- 
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KDccs that pissed here: and often ad^^ftd | 
with him in the most impfutant a&irs, *'? i 
had occasion ; and he, in re^ita), wa» al#^ ' 
ready to answer me, in a very obliging maHnef, j 
in any tlung I deured. And I muu schnqw- ' 
ledge, he.was very helpful to me, by his advice, i 
in some controversies I had with «ome 'Arte ' 
adveraaries; which I shall not noiV' Aattie, i 
acme of them being gone to their graves t md | 
his friendly correspondence was always vety i 
aocepuble, and instructrre, as well as graieftl | 
to me, in his agreeable letters, ttf whtdi i \Me 
many by me. Some of which he hath-iitseittd 
ki his decades. 

1706. The next year, vis. 1706^ thet« fill* 
lowed an intercourse of some Itttters^hetipeMi 
iiim and William Sewell of Ht^kHtd, «|Hm 
some particular pointa ; which led into a IH^>^ 
ly correspondence between them, in *«ame i 
other matters not unpieasant to read. Seveitd 
of which letters of Thomas BUwood's ore -in 
his decades ; with many others to divn^a per- 
sons. Friends andothers, on varioas subjects; 
which, if ever it should be thought m«et 'CO 
publish them, or any of tfaem, > they -wotridH 
doubt not, be very intiructtye- as 'WaK'as'<di- ' 
verting. - ■■• 

His next public work was on this occasiom 
About this time a book was published by a i 
nameless author, called A -Dtvine Treatise; 
written by way of Essay, (pretending) m -de- 
monstrate, according to the Mosaic&l PhiloeOt I 
phy, Water-baptism, Imposicfon of- Hands, 
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wd the- ComtBcniorMori of the Death and 
FassioB of our ever -blewed Lord and Savioar 
under the Species of Bread and Wine, &c. This 
^tre^ae. coming accidemaUy or providentialiy 
to our fiiend Thomas £ilwood*s hands, (as 
■he Bays in his. preface) he observed that the 
de»|;n\Qftheauth(H- therein was, to reintroduce 
a»d set up again those typical representations 
therein treated of, among those who have been 
kd by the Lord out of the use thereof, into' a 
.'more sfHritual dispensation'. And finding hts 
4tnderiitandingin some measure opened, to see 
.the danger and mischief of that undertaking, 
and his spirit withal stirred in htm against it, 
-be fek a concern upon his miud to publish his 
ObsCTvatioDs.wbidi he had made thereon, that 
others might the more clearly seeand readily 
escape the share therein laid to entangle them, 
and draw them into bondage to outward cere- 
^fnooies, and elementary shadows again. This he 
.did inabfjok printed 1707, entitled, The gto- 
.xious Brightness of the Gospel'day, dispelling 
the Shadows of- the Legal Di^cnsation, and 
whalsocver ebe of Human Invention hath been 
superadded thereunto; And hoped to make it 
evident, that they are not of the nature of the 
gospel dispensation ; nor have by any divine 
institution a continued place or service in the 
church of Christ, withmit taking notice who 
wr whache was that wrote it, ' Smce the author 
of tbc treatise, says Thomas Ellwood, nndcfr 
my observation, hath thought fit to conceal 
his Jiame, 1 shall not [vy behind the curtaia 
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which himself bath thereby drawn Ixibre him, 
w concern myself to enquire cither who or what 
he is, or has been ; but without any regard to 
that shall directly apply myself to give a plma 
answer to. the most material parts of his tres^ 
tise ;' which he did to the pnrpose, in a dost 
and nervous answer ; it being indeed an cxcd- 
lent treatise, well worth the perusal of every 
impartial reader ; to whmn therefore I recom* 
mend it. 

1707> And now I must say something of 
him under another consideration as well aa 
tvriting. He had wrote several books agaiast 
tithes, as before hinted, to shew the unauita- 
'bleness of them to the gospel dispensatkin, 
being Jewish in their original, and Popish in 
their revival ; and that ^e obligation of paying 
them was ccased~under the gospel, as to uiy 
divine right from scripture. And now it fidl 
to his lot to sufier also in his tnm for his testi- 
mony against the payment of them, for to him 
it was given, in thebchalf of Christ, nottxily 
to believe in him, and bear witness to his 
coming in the fiesh, and ofltring up himself, to 
put an end to the' law and priesthood, tithes 
and of&rings, but also to bufifcr for his sak^ 
being prosecuted with three Friends more, via. 
lohn Pcnington, Abraham Butterfield and 
William Catch, in the exchequer for tithes, at 
the suit of Joshua Leaper, tithe-farmer of 
Amersham in die county of Bucks undo' 
Humphrey Drake, clerk, rector, and -parson, 
so called, of ihe rectory and parish-cburch of 
Agmondesham, alias Amersham, aforesaid. 
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Thomas EUwood, with the rest, were subpoe- 
naed to appear at Westminster in Trinity-term, 
Jl707,which they did by an attorney to prevent 
being, in contempt of the court, and took a 
copy of the.complaiaam's bill. But for not 
miswcring, attachments were issued out in 
Michaelmas- term, to take them up ; on uhicii 
they were taken into custody in the eleventh 
mouth, and afterwards an habeas corpus sent 
down to the sheriff of Bucks, to bring them up 
to thC' exchequer-bar in Trinity-term, 1708, 
on which they came up. And so to prevent 
the plaintit& going on to a sequestration by 
deiault, they put in their answers; setting 
forth the value of the tithes, according to the 
best of their knowledge. Yet so vexatious 
was the adversary, that he would not be satis* 
£ed with their answer, but got a commission 
of enquiry to examine witnesses in the cpun- 
tiy, as to the value of the tithes ; which they 
did at Amersham, in the tenth month. The 

-first witness they examined, was one E 

G ""— ■, of the parish of Chesham, aged, as 
they say, forty-four years or thereabouts, who 
.deposed, that he knew the complainant and 
defendants; and had known the complainant 
about aixty years, (which was about sixteen 
years before he was bom. ) Whereby we may 
judge of the rest of lib evidence ; the charge 
of which commission, . and executing it, came 
to between thirty and forty pounds, though 
aome of it was abated on taxing the cost ; and 
yet they proved little, if any thing more than 
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the defendants had set down in Uielr answers ; 
yet went on to a hearing on it, and obtained a 
decree for the tithes and cost. For not per- 
forming which, attachments were issued out 
afresh against them, in Trinity -term, 1709, to 
the.sheriff of Hartfordshire; Thomas Ellwood, 
j^braham Butiergeld, and William Catch liv- 
ing in that county, but John Penington living 
in Bucks, was dropped, because the attach^ 
ments to the sheriff of Hartfordshire would 
not reach him, and then a, proclamation ; but 
the sberiS* living remote, did not endeavour t» 
take them ; and the prosecutor seemed rather 
to aim at a sequestration on their goods and 
estiites, than their bodies ; so that seeing them 
tesolvcd to go on, the defendants, to prevent it, 
offered to surrender themselves to the sheriff; 
but he returned them each, non est inventus, 
and they got a commission of rebellion ante- 
dated, and moved for a serjeant at arms, the 
same day, to run them to a sequestration in all 
haste, Leaper being sick and bad, like to die, 
least he should not live till it was accomplished; 
but being so illegal, at least in point of time, 
for that there ought to be eight days, between 
tite test and return of the writ, in 30 miles off 
London, and 14 beyond; on our appeariiig 
against it, they dould not obtain it till Hillary- 
term. In which time Leapef recovered, and 
one might have hoped that he might have re- 
pented ; but instead thereof then 'got a seques- 
tration against them and their estates, 'both 
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HEal Jtod personal, ibr tiAes of Thomas Ellwood 
which was but - - £<yO 12 

Abraham Buttcffield's - ' 15 15 6 

WiUiam Catch's - - 16 07.4 

Ct^ as taxed by the deputy 7117 8 

In all lor tithes and cost £iOi 12 fi 

For which they seized and took from Thomas 
£^llwood in household goods, bedding, pew- 
ter, &c. (throwing out the meat to take the . 
dishes) to the value of 19/. and a horse he 
used to ride on, which be would not have 
took five guineas for. In aH about j^24 10 
'Which they sold, workifigand hob- 
bling, about the horse, till they 
had almost spoiled hioi, all for 
ibout '-. - . - 1* H 

Froai -Abraham Butterfield,' cattle, 
. c<^ni, :ha)i, Stc. to the value <^ 84 :17 <) 

which thiy srild by "their own ac- , ■ ■-• 
-■■ otiDDt ior:8e much. ' 

From William Catoh ^hey took,' •- '' .? 
'. by thfir acount, grass,. &;c. ' ' 6 H'9 
And a:year.'s TOTt c^ his house, . [ 

deddctingfor taxes ll-shiltings) : St 0^0 
Being about. S/. pep annum, 'which' 
they seized'and kepttill paid ; - 
: vhlch.for four years, ^noe the " •, > 
-time ' called Miobeelma& 1709, ' 
when they gave' iii their account, 
,. came to - - - 9 16 

■, t ia 
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In. all from William Catch aboiit £30 13 ft - 

Seized ancl taken in-the whole iboat 132 06 8 
Fw tithes and cost - - 104 13 6 



Motc than demanded - £27 14 2 

And yet, what by charge of sequestration 
making out, and selling ^ corn ; sellings un- 
derhvuJ. &c. they brought in the defendants in 
debt, and wanted more. - 

"> I have been the lirgor in this account; to 
sliew the proceeding of the exchequer, and the 
fttiitof tithes, to ruin the queen's subjects for 
small matters, when thty tn^j^ht recover by 
justice's warrants u> the value of, 10/. with ^ 
hundredth part .of the xiiirgc. ; 

} Now Vve come to the second volume of hts 
great work, the History of ' the New. Testa< 
OttMr ^hich he had had io band ^ timesy for 
the most part sifMse he ^oisheU htsibrmer; and 
when he had finished this, he hrvught itup to 
London for. Friends' peruaaUind: approbation, 
^hEte>itwas read, and afterwards puUished 
this year 1709, in foiio,. under ^hc satne title 
with tbj= fortTVCr, only as-thet was o£'the Old 
Testament,- this ,wa& of the .New, via. Sacred 
History or: the Historical Farf of i the Holy 
Scriptures -of tite New Testament, Gic. as in ' 
the title of .the former, which ab 1 gavcisome 
account of, so it behoves I fibould of this. The 
former treatise, say» he, in bis preface, having . 
found, a fartmrable if eepttan, he was theooe . . 
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eetonrnged to resume his pen, which at the 

cloae of that volume he had let fall, and pro- 
ce&j to the methodtzing of the historical part ' 
of the New Testament, in two parts. In the 
first part whereof the reader will find an ac- 
count of the conception, birth, life, travels, 
doctrines, discourses, miracles, sufierings, 
death, burial, resurrection and ascension of 
our blessed JLord and Saviour Jesus Christ, 
(the author of the true christian religion) 
plainly, fairly and succinctly given ; ushered 
in with a brief account of the conception, 
birth, manner of life, ministry and death of 
his forerunner, John, sirnamed the Baptist ; 
atid attended in the second part with a like his- 
torical account ci the acts and travels of the 
apostles of our Lord, in the propagation of his 
blessed gospel, after the ascension of our 
blessed Saviour ; so fer at least, as the evan- 
gelist Ltike in the acts c^ the apostles hath re- 
corded, or the clue or thread of the holy text 
I&tds him, beyond which, he says, he was not 
willing to adventure, &,c. 

In this undertaking, he says, he aimed at 
the samejend as in the former, viz. that all the 
youth esfecially, of either sex, under whatso- 
ever religions denomination they go, miglit be 
further furnished, with such art entertainment, 
(o spend at least, their leisure hours upon, as 
might ytdd them at once both profit and de- 
Nght ; and might be thereby drawn oS from 
inispending their precious time upon other, 
ekfacr. bu3:^u>j or at best tinprofitabU subjects 
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Then ht ^tves actinunt why he hath, with At 
matter of fact, delivered the discourses, speech- 
es, sermons and doctrines, delivered by oor 
blessed Lord to his disciples, Sec. viz, that the 
nature of the history required it, and that with- 
out it the discourse would have been less pro- 
' fitable and pleasant to the reader ; and by that 
means less coiKlucive to the end he proposed, 
which is to allure him to read the holy scrip- 
tures with delight, &c. according to the poe^ 

He cetulnJr doth tail ihc white, 
Who mingleth profit with delight. 

Afieryhich he gives an account of hisgoing 
Jrom place to place in the evangelists, to re- 
duce the several parts and passages of the his- 
torj', in the first part, to their due and proper 
times and places, which he endeavoured to do, 
though difficult, as near as he could. But the 
second part, {the Acts) being all written by 
one hand, the methotl, he says, is more regu- 
lar, and the course of the history more clear. 
Yet the apostofical epistles, being without date, 
«re hardly, hie conceives, to be reduced with 
indubitable certainty to exact order [. which yet 
he hath endeavoured to place them right, ac- 
cording to the best of his understanding. 
Then owning the helps he had in compitii^ 
this history, had been chiefly from the critics, j 
and Cradocli's Harmony of the four Evange- 
lists, and his Apotitolical History,, with a few I 
words of the iperfoimance ; which if not 
done as it should, nor 4s h« wouI<i> yet a 
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irell as he could, and therefore in all humility, 
recommending and committing it to the di- 
vine disposal, he concludes his preface. ' 
' Next to the preface is an introduction, con- 
eeming the penmen of the New Testament, 
and in what language originally written, and in 
what order of time ; particularly of the four 
Evangelists, Matthew, Mark, Luke and Johnj 
what they were, the time of their writing, and 
some particular circumstatKcs concerning 
them and their ends, well worth the - reader's 
perusal, for the better understanding the his- 
tory, both of the Evangelists and Apostles. 
So proceeds to the history ; which he deduces 
from the promised seed after the fall, for man^s 
iestoration, which the prophets foretold the 
coming of, and which he pleasantly draws out 
at large in order of time, and explains with 
tlielite judicious observations as in the for- 
Dier, taking in the epistles of St. Paul, &c. 
tn the second part, in their proper places, as 
near as could be, and gives an account of them, 
tlie occasion why, the manner how, and time 
.when they were written ; ending with the rcvj 
elations, which he renders as a revelation un- 
revealcd ; with some brief notes on it. The 
.whole, as I said of the former, being both 
'pleasant and profitable. Both which will re< 
main a lasting monunient oi him io time to 
, come. 

1710. This year our friend Oliver Sansorn, 
formerly of Farringdon, since of Abington in 
Berkshire, who had long war with the priest^ 
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about tithes, dying in tlie second Month, and 
leaving behind him an Account of some ^xi 
markable Passages of his Life, which he coitt^ 
nunicated, in his life-time, to our friend Tbo- 
nas EUwood to peruse, who being alw^« 
ready to be helpful and serviceable to all, 
especially his friends, he transcribed the same, 
and fitted it for the press, which was printed 
this year; to which Thomas Ellwood prefixed 
a testimony concerning him, pertinent to the 
occasion. 

There is one bo<^ more of his, which be 
published in his life-time ; which, itseems^ 
had had by him, for the most part a long timet 
and aiier he had finished his Sacred History c^ 
the New Testament, he took in hand to finish^ 
uid completed. And that is, the Life of 
David in verse ; first begun for his own diver* 
sion, not then thinking of the press, and car. 
ried on by degrees, to the end of the third 
book, in the year 168S, as hinted before 
in that year, when the prince of Orange land^ 
ing, and the nation being in arms, the noise 
of guns, and sounds of drums and trumpets so 
affrighted and disturbed his peaceful muse; as 
he says in his prefece, that both she for a 
while forsook him, and he thereupon the work, 
for above twenty years ; saVe that c»i a review. 
observing how abruptly David was brought 
in, he added the first chapter of the first book 
to introduce his hero from the beginning of his 
story. Where it rested again» without any 
prospect of its ever going fuxther^ until Ae last 
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i^inter, 1711; when having, as he says, less 
health aod nu»re leisure, . than at sometimes 
be&re. be took it. up for aa entertainment, to 
raA^e some uneasy. hoursi pass sooiewbat less 
uneasily over. And after he had read it 
thtwigh, consid^'iog that if, after his deatb, 
it should be found among his papers and com- 
mitted to the press, it would be but an im- 
perfect pieoe, be fot)Qd an ioclination to carry 
pntbe«tory to.tbe end of David's life, (I wish 
be had done ^ by his own) and giving a kind 
invitation to his gentle muse to return, ..ivhich. 
by some shoit visits on particular ocoasions, 
tn the interval, had given him some ground 
to hope she had not quite forsook him, he en- 
tsred again upon the subject, where he had 
l^t off, and by degrees went through it, till 
he had brought his warlike hero to his peace- 
ful grave. 

. After it was 6nbhed, deliberating whether 
to putriish it himself, or leave it as a posthume, 
to be published by some kind hand after his 
d^tb, (or some reasons, particularly that if 
■By shcMild carp at it, be might be capable to 
aniwerfor himself, bethought best to publish 
it in his life-time ; and accordingly brought it- 
up with him, when he came to the yearly-meet- 
in^, 171:^; but not having then an opportu- 
nity to have it. read, he came up again with it 
some time after, which I think was the last 
time he, was at Londoi), and after reading, 
committed it to the press this year, under the 
title of Bavidies. The Life of David King of 
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Israel ; a Sacred Poem, in five Books -, in'oe- 
Uvo. Though, as he observes, Abraham 
Cowley UTote a poem called Davidies, he had 
not read it till after he had finished his ; and 
besides their different way of- wntitig, Abra- 
liam Cowley's was but of the troubles of David 
in his youth, and that not half finished. And 
that he had the same aim in this, as in that of 
his Sacred History aforesaid. 
' I shall conclude- his- w(h^s and writing 
with a copy of verses he formerly wrote; 
which, though out of course as to time, is so 
well worth the ioserting, that I hope they wiQ 
make amends for being mi^laoed, viz. 

O that mine cje might closed be, 
To what bccones me not to see ! 
Thai deaTneu might p<wiea» mine ear. 
To what concenii me not to hear ! 
That truth vaj tongue might always tyc. 
From ever speaking foolisUT-! 
That no vain thou«4>t might ever teal. 
Or be concaved Id .my breast ! 
That b7 eacb word, each iked, eai^ Uioaght, 
GIot; ma; to my God be brought ! 
But what are wishes i Lord, nuae cy* 
On thee U Ext; totheelcry: 
O pur^ out all my drou, my \m i 
Make me more white than snow within! 
Wash, Lord, and purify my heart. 
And make it clean in every part. 
And when 'tis clean. Lord, keep It too i 
' For that is mote than 1 can do. 

Thus having gone through his printed books 
and papers, which I have endeavoured to ^ve 
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upUinABd kuccirKt account of^ and of him 
■out pf .them, as far as I could, and with as 
'£nucb brevity as well migtit be, I shall now 
-speak soiQewfaat of him in his private capa- 
cityi and other services and station in the 
chin^ch, with his death and character ; and so 
-coDclu<le,th,e whole. 

He lived many years (if not most of his 
time, especially after he was married) at Hun- 
.ger-hill, in the parish of Agmondesham, alias 
.Amershamt in Buckinghamshire, though his 
.house stood in Harlfortlshire, as aforesaid, 
.where the mcHithly meetings of men and wo- 
.men where constantly . kept, for that part of 
the county of Bucks ; wherein he was very 
serviceable, in writing* advisit^ and exhort- 
ing to keep all things well, and in good order, 
according to truth, and the testimony thereof; 
and had a peculiar gi(V for government in the 
church, and ordcxiiig things in monthly and 
quarterly meetings, and used to come up con- 
stantly to the yearly>meeting at London, and 
was veiy Serviceable therein ; not only by his 
grave counsel and advice, but also, in read- 
ing and *riting on the occasion, especially in 
difhcult matters. He had a singular talent in 
indicting and composing of tilings, epistles 
and papers, beyond many; so that 1 must needs 
■say, he was an ornament to the meeting, and 
w'xIA be much missed therein, and many other 
ways. His wife died about five years before 
him, being a solid weighty woman, who had 
' a public testimony for the Lord and his truthi 
! * - " Kk 
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in meetingt ; and therefOTe the greater loss to 
him and Friends. And for himself, he lived 
a private retired life, not concerning^ himseV 
with much business in the world, but gave 
himself much to reading and wiiting, and lived 
in good repute among Friends, and all sorts of 
people, as &r as ever I heard of, to a pretty 
good age ; but he bore his age very well, be- 
ing of a regular life and healthy constitution'; 
only in hi a' latter years he was somewhat 
troubled at times with an asthma ; and at last 
was taken ill of a palsy, the 23d of the Second 
month, 1713, which he bore with great pati* 
ence and resignation ; an account of which, 
and his dying words, I leave to those who 
-were with him in the time of his sickness, the 
eighth day of which he departed this life, the 
1st of the Third inonth, in tike- 74th year of his 
age ; having served bis generation accenting 
to,the will of God, he fell iasleep, and was 
honourably buried the Second-day followin|f, 
being the 4th of Uie Third month, at Jordans'; 
being accompanied from his own house by a 
great many Friends and others, to the meet* 
mg-house there, (the meeting he belonged to) 
and interred in the burying-ground belonging 
thereto, where was a very large meeting, and 
great appearance of Friends and others; seve- 
ral public Friends being there from Londont 
and other parts ; and divers living testimonies 
borne, to the truth he lived and died in, in a 
living remembrance of him, and his services 
in the church. A man of a comely aspect, of 
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a free ami generous disposition, of a courteous 
and affable temper, and pleasant conversation ; 
a £f "tl^m^n born and bred, a scholar, a true 
christjan, an eminent author,' a good neigh-; 
bour, and kind friend ; whose loss ts much 
lamented, and will be much missed at home 
and abroad. The Lord, if it be his will, raise 
up many such pillars, elders and overseers of 
his flock and family, as watchmen upon Sion's 
walls, for his honour, and the benefit of his 
churcl^ and people, saith my soul, Amen. 

JOSEPH WYETH. 

' tsjidoTi, . 9th MmtA 30th, 1713. 



POSTSCRIPT. 

Since the writing of the foregoing supple- 
ment, I have understood, that our friend 
^honia^ Ellwood, after he had finished and 
published his Davldies, signified, That he had 
^ut one thing jnore that lay upon his mind» 
and that was, to add something more to his 
Journal, or Account of his Life ; which was 
phiefiy to give an account of his books and 
writings J which, as it shews he had not done 
it, or fipished it before, and it is to be doubt- 
ed ht;.did not ajTter^ not living long after that, 
and so no more from his own hand. So it 
shews what his design was, as to what he in- 
tended to have added to it, had he lived to 
perform it. So that the afores^d supplement 



f.iitjglc 



388 THE Lirt or, Sec. 

seems, in some sort at least, to answer his 
own intention, though far short, as was said, 
of what his own hand could have done, .-yet so 
far as it docs any way answer his mind, I am 
therein glad thut I have done any service to 
his memory, or the truth in that respect ; hav- 
ing endeavoured to represent things as proba- 
bly he would have done if he had been living, 
and hope the reader will accept it the better. 
To whom therefore 1 recommend it, as/giving, 
at least a fair character ef the books he urote,- 
and controversies he managed, both published 
and unpublished ; which 1 hojie will be nerdii- 
service, but service to the truth, as it is in- 
tended in the fear of God ; to whose honour,, 
and the service of his truth, 1 desire, with 
great uncerity, .to fkdicate ibe remainder d£ 
my days, and rest, 

■ A friend to all me'n, 

JOSEPH "WyETH. 
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Tke Tetthttony of George Bowles^ concerning Tlio- 
vtaa EUwootL 

-IT is an iDy-heiut, hneAy-oa this occasion, to com- 
BieaoQfate the tender dealingB of the Lewd with his 
people in this Utter age oi the- woild, when it hath 
{leased him, in love to poor lost man, graciously to 
;q)pear, by the breaking forth of his glorious gospel 
day> Aiid by the secret divine reaches of the hand 
otGod, which hath been felt and seen in the light of 
it, many haxe been drawn in^their spirits to seek aiier 
the L-oid, and to inquire after the knowledge of the 
way. of life and salvation ; and blessed be his holy 
name, who was graciously pleased, by the inshiningft 
of' this Divine li^t in the hearts of many, to expel 
4te dariiDess and rend ^e veil. And then was the 
arm.af'his tni^iy powr amde bare, for die gather* 
iog many thousands to the saving knowledge of him- 
self. And in that day was the Lord pleased, accord- 
ing to hia pFoinise, to pour forth of bia apirit upon 
aaas and upon daughters; yea, upon servants axd up* 
on handmaids, and many were made to prophecy ; and 
being qualijied by the hcdy ^irit, which they receiv- 
ed, and were baptized by it into his name, became 
willing, and were freely given up in obedience to the 
Ijord, and in bowels of tender love to the souls of 
mankind, in his power, to preach the gospel of life 
and salvation to those to whom they were sent ; and 
many were turned from darkneaa to tight, and from 
the power of Satan unto God, by their ministry f— 
UBongst whom our dear deceeaed friend and brother, 
Thomas £llwood, wa» one, whose conscience was 
reached and awakened by die powerfut ministry of 
dear Edward Burrough, as 1 have heard him relaUi. 
And.(^that day and: time, and the worthy ii 
Xk2 
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b^ whose miaiatry he "ma convioced, and turBedsB- 
to God, and made senstble of the Divine ]M-iBci[^ of 
life and light in his own heart, have I heard him 
speak with great regard ; and also of ^le sufierinn 
which did atteiAl him after be received the truda » 
his father's family, fc»- the trot's sidie ; and how ^bt 
Lx>rd preserved him in that time, under the varimH 
exerctiea, which he passed throuf^ for truth's testis 
mony ; which for Christ's sake he was .conscientiously i 
eoncemed to stand in, according to that jJainnees and ' 
simphci^ which truth dien led, and still- oontinnes j 
to lead the sincere disciples of Christ intD, by wfaidi I 
ihey were disbnguished bxHn the wortdj and, fordw 
Bake thereofj they were despised of men, and hated i 
of the world. Such was the plain Imgnage of ihoa i 
to one, and refusing the hat-honour ; for which, den i 
Thomas Ellwood suffered not a littk in ^that day, aa 
appears by the account of his Itti:. And it were wdl 
if all, who come up-in a profession of the blesseA 
truth in this dme, were faidiful in these, and in die 
ether branches of its teatimoiiy. And let aU conuder, 
Ant the neriecting thereof, ts in a degree, making I 
Void dte' Bufferings of the fsidiful, and strengtheniog | 
the handa of evil do^rs, who for the sake of their i 
testiiriony, loved not their lives to the death ; but 
undtrvi'cnt cruel nockings, bufiettings, stoningSi, I 
whippings, stockings, revilinga, imjn-isawnents, and 
spoiling of goods ; rejoicing in the l^rd, that { 
they were counted worthy to sufiier, either lea 
or Mere, for his name sake. In respect of which, 
this my dear friend was a good example ; he being 
a man of a steady mind, and very patient in suflbs^ 
ing, as well as faithful in his teauniony fa- tiutfa, 
And took joyfully the spoiling of hia goods, witerdb 
he was tried bui-a few years before his dealK Ha 
was often concerned in defence of truth's tesbmOB^ 
both againet our professed adversaries, and alaO 
a^nst the libertiiw spirit which appeartd in aoittc 
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)>mf<eufag^^ the same tnidi with us^ wbo (^i|wu|il 
dietnselves agadnst that good order and dUcipline 
iriiich the truth led Frietids into. All which will 
abundantij' appear from tbe book ■ themselves, which 
are in print, whith he wroce upon various occasions) 
CBid upon divers sut^cts ; and let not his great 'labour 
and indnetry be forgotten,' in his writing those tw« 
luKoricd volumes, relating to the Old and New Tes- 
taments; ft work truly great, and is, and may be of 
great and useful service. By all which his many la- 
beEirs^ it may be perceived 1^ the wary and enlight- 
ened reader, that the Lord fa^d endowed him with an 
excellent gift, and qualified him for the service of 
Iftf truths his church and people ;. in which lie employ- 
ed the talent which the bountiful Lord had given 
him, Co the honour ctf the great -giver, and to the 
icomfortand edification of the churmof Christ; but 
more especially were his services, known to the bre- 
dwen in t^s county of Bucks, most of whom are fal- 
len asleep, and but few remaining here, who Icnev 
Jnm in the beginning, or his first services for the'Locd, 
his church and people ; amc«)gst whom he was a zeal- 
ous 'asserter of that excellent discipUne the Lordha^ 
Opened in,^ and led his people to, for the preservii^ 
iaa chardkas a garden endoeed ( for which cause how 
.did msny of those libertines set themselves fiercely 
against lna^ and shot their arrows at him; butthe 
'XfR'd defended him, and covered his head in the that 
• ^batticy and his botv abode in strength, andhis bough 
spread over the tvati, and c'entimed fresh and greeni 
but a blast from the Lord cune upon their evil work ; 
sutd how have they melted away? and how is their 
-Mrenglb failed, and their work brought to nought il 
.But vae blessing oi the Lord is with his people, even 
with the faithful, to this clay, whom he hath preserv- 
ed as a peculiar'^rcasure to himself: blessed be his 
holy name for evermore. And furthermore, it may 
be trulysaid of this «ur dear friend, ^taatbeL,Qrd 
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fitted him fi» hi»«rrme, ao wai becBiacsdfr a 

aUe in bb band, id the church of Chriit, particulaiiy' 

in these parts, of winch there are many living wimesBCA 
in this md the adjacent counties, of his great Uboor 
irflove, having served the church £refdy, with grett 
diligence and f^thfubiesa ; the true sense of which 
touchcth me and others, with the deeper sense of the 
great loss. the church hath by his removel, but being 
ako sensible thntugb the Lord's goodness, th^ our 
. loss is his eteroal gain, I feel in my heart an humUti 
submission to the will of him, who doth whatsoer^ 
pleaseth him, both in heaven and in earth : and who 
ahall say unto him, What doest thou? And it is the 
tender breathing of my spirit to the God and Father 
of dur Lord Jesus Chnst, that he would be graciously 
pleased, in pity and compassion to his poor people, 
to niise up, fit and furnish more faithful servmits for 
his work and service, and make them zealous lor hi^ 
name and truth upon the earth, that the place of this 
my dear friend, and other bithtul servants of die 
Xiord and his people, of late removed from amongst 
HB in these parts, may be supf^ed; and that the spouse 
•f Christ may, amidst all her tribulations, affiietitMis 
and sore exercises, be made to praise the I>ard, and 
bless his holy name, whp taketh away one, and rais« 
cth up another, and blesseth his children with his 
goodness ; according to his promise made of old by 
ttie iuAy prophet, Isa. xliv. ver. 3, saying, / xoiS 
poumif spirit upon thy Med, and my bUasinff vpon 
thine offspring. And thus hath riie Lord, preserved 
Zion from age to age ; and I doubt not, but am fully 
persuaded, that he will still bless his people, and 
preserve Zion, and deliver her from her enemies. 

And my dear ftiends, brethren and sisters, although 
it be a matter of sorrow to us to part with. our dear 
friends, especially such as have been itiade^servicesble 
in their day, and have faithfully. served the Lwd and 
his peoplem iheir geDeration, as itjoisy, I iiope, with- 
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out just occasion of offence to any, be saij of dear 
Thomas Ellwood, that he was a man who served the 
Lord in faithfulness, and his people with cheerfulness, 
and his neighbours with uprigMness and integrity;' 
and therefore, both they and we have the greater loss. 
Yet may we not sorrow unseasonably, as those who 
sorrow without hope, but, believing that the Lord" 
tefti taken him to himself in mercy, though it may 
be in judgment to some who were unworthy jlet us^ 
leani resignation to his blessed will, and say with holy 
Job, "The Lord g'tveth arid the Lord taketh trway, liksi' 
e(f be the Jiame of the Lord. And dear friends, I may' 
further signify unto you,' that it being my lot to be' 
with this our dear friend (of whom I am speaking^ 
almost every day of his last Hlness, I did observe in 
hiin, to my great comfort ahd satisfactioo, a quiet' 
composed frame of mind and spirit, and resignation to' 
the will of God. When I came first to him, which' 
was soon after I heard of his being taken ill, which 
■vrzi the 24th of the Second month, I found him very 
lAuch disabled by the distemper, which was thought^ 
to be a palsy that had seized him, especially on nis 
rfght side, so that he could not stand alone, nor help" 
Mmself but a little with his ieft hand, and his speech 
I was also very much interrupted, insomuch that it was 
i^ith great difficulty, for the most pifrt, that he eX-- 
pressed himself 50 as to be understood. Some time 
after I came to him, there being also other Friends. 
with him, we sat down together under a weighty exer- 
cise of spirit, waiting upon the Lord in deep silence, 
with' our eye to him ; it pleased the Lord eminendy' 
to appear anion gst ua, aiid to fill our hearts with the 
refreshing streams of his divine love, and to open the' 
niouth of one of us in prayer and supplication ; and 
the Lord was graciously pleased abundantly to replen- 
i^ Our spirits, to our mutual comfort, in a hying 
sense of divine goodness ; and this our dear friend 
espressed- himself in great tendemcsS and brokennesa 



t;.H,gif 



of spirit, on ^is wise, I am ROsibV comGuttd ud 

refreBhed in this visit. And that afternoon, fae, 6»- 
ing his eyes upon me, with great earnestness of s[um, 
expressed, as well as he could at that time, a-greaft 
toncem that was upon his mind for truth, and the - 
friends of it, in divers particulars ; especially in reto-- 
tion to our own monthly and quarteriy-meetings, the 
writings of both which, had been »uider his tare Sw 
more thui forty years ; after which, he was much 
eased in his spirit, and so continued to the last, so 
&r as I perceived ; often saying, when asked hiSw he 
did, I am easy, I am .quiet.. And he was often very 
tender in his spirit, expressing his resignation to the 
will of God, whether in life or death ; saving. If liic 
I,ord hath no more work for me to do, I am content 
and resigned to his will ; and my hearty farewell is 
to all my brethren. And at another time, nearer his 
end, he said to us present, in much brokenness of 
heart, I am full of joy and peace, my s}nrit is fiUed 
with joy; or to this effect: for by reason diat his 
speech was so weakened, several things could not 
be BO well collected, whidi he at times spake, in a ten- 
der sense of the Lord's goodness ; die sense of wtuch 
deeply affected some of us who were with him. And 
iny heart is sorrowfully aflSected at this time, in a sense 
ofthegreat toss which the churdi of Christ, in these 
yerts especially, hath by his removal; but in this I 
am contforted, in a Uv'ng sense of the Lord's mercy 
and goodness towards him, in carT}-ing him ihrou|^ 
bis affliction in great patience aad quietne^; uiiiiei 
which he was sweetly refreshed, by the streams of di- 
vine love, and Ids cup was often made to overflow; 
Wd we, who were present, being touched widi the 
sense thereof, were comforted therein; being in a tra- 
vail of ^irit for him, and did in our measures truly 
sympathize vrith him under his afflictiaa. And I 
son fully satisfied, he laid down his head in peatx witil 
the Lord, and is gathered to his everiastisg lest. He 
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depBTted thia life tiie lat of tbe Third 1nontl^ ITIS, 
AbDat Ae seoopd hour ia die moniiiigr, at die 74th pear 
of htsnge. Hereceived the truth in ^e year 1659, and 
Uvcd 'is fellowship with the friends of it about 53 
yean*' Aad I thinlc it may be truly said of him. That 
as he lived so he died, the servant of the I.ord and 
M* people, and hath left a sweet savour bcKod bimi 
and hi« memory is blessed widi tbe rig^tteous &r 
ev«r,- AiDeti> 

GEORGE BOWLES. 
Eighth montri, 1713. 



A Testimony from the Monthly Meeting at Sanger- 
mHy held the seventh of the Fourth Month, in3, 
concerning our dear and well-beloved friend and bro- 
ther in the truth, Thomas £lhvood, deceased. 

TTHAT the dead which die in the Lord are Hessed 
of him, we have great assurance of, from John the IM- 
vine, when writing to the seven Churches, Rev. xiv. 
1 3 ; where he teUs diem, that be heard a voice from 
lieaven, saying, Write blessed are the dead which <^e in 
the Lord: from henceforth; yea, saith the spirit, that 
they may rest from their labours; and their worts d« 
Jblhtu them. Of which number, we have no cause to 
doubt, but this our dear friend is one; who was eminent- 
ly useful in the church of Clirist. A man to whom tbe 
Iiord had given a large capacity, beyond many, and 
fiimished him with an excellent gift ; whereby he was 
qualified for those services in the ■churchi in the per- 
formance of which, he did shine as a star, which re- 
ceived its lustre and brightness trom the glorious Sua 
of K^teousness. He was wise, but humble ; con- 
descending to the weak, and ready to help where he 
saw and felt sincerity ; but sharp to thert which he ap- 
prehended to be insincere and deceitful; for which 
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«ause be waa sot acceptable to hypocrites and dtssr- 
derty wxlkera ; yet he was a man <k a very acc^rtaMe 
.'aod agreeable converaation, as wril as sober and rdi- 
gioufl, both in the church and in the world; being of a 
free ^id ai^le temper and disposition, far friom ab- 
lation ; hut of a courteous behaviour and gracefiil car- 
■riage to all, md very serviceable to and amon^ bis 
nti^bown^ He was vety near and dear to many ^ 
us, who were most intimately acquainted with him, 
and hia memorial i> sweet to ub< His su^-icfs in our. 
meetings, and in the quarterly meeting lor the coun^ 
of Bucks, were very great, and of many years con- 
tinuance; in which he showed great dili^nce, being 
of a readymind, wiihng to serve the church according 
to that ability which the Lord had given him ; and his 
heart and bouse was open to his friends, and the 
'monthly meeUng was kept there more than forty years, 
and remains there to this day. Our loss is great by 
his removal: but in thia we are satisfied, that it is Ihb 
rverlastipg gainj being, gathered, as we have good 
cause to believe, to his eternal rest. Tlie kitowlexlge 
we had of him, and the good account which we have 
received of him, in the time of his last illness, by 
those who were most constandy with him, and of hu 
quiet and peaceable departure, doth sensibly engage 
our hearts to acquiesce in the will of the Lord ; and 
.therein we have peace and comfort. Be departed this 
life, the Ist of the Third Month, iri3, and was hon- 
Qurably buried in Friends' burying place, at New- 
Jordans, in the parish of Giles Chalfont, io the 
county of Bucks, the 4ih of the same month. 

Signed by the appointment of the Monthly Meet- 
ing, by • 

George Bowti^s, Daniel Roberts, , 

William Grimsdall, Abraham Barber, 

James Smith, Thomas Olliffe. 
Daniel Wharlet, 
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ji. TeatimoTiff from the Womerit'^eting, cmctrmng 
' ■•'•■ Thomaa Eihoood, 

'A concern is upon our apirits, to writ* soTnewhat 
ctncemitag our dear decetued friend atid eldrr, Tho- 
iHU Ellwaod, who was highly valtied by us, far that 
wisdom and counsel were with him ; and being of u 
free and afljlble temper, ready to assist those which 
stSbd in need thereof, encouraged many to apply to 
Hbh'fer advice, under the diVers ciraumstances, nnd 
Wriotn etereises "which this uncertain world affords ; 
which' we have found to be for our g^iod, as wfc fot- 
lAwed it. He was an early comer to meetings, seldom 
hindered by weather (thou^ he lived three miles 
dluant) «4ien- bodily weakness did not hinder, of late 
yMrs, being oft indisposed as to his hedth. The 
HKMidily'meeting wiis held at his house about' forty 
ycsrs, and he always looked very kind and courteous 
<ni Friends, when they came there, and mole care and 
iMrtice of tlie meanest, who came in sinceri^. He 
WM xbalous for good order, and against such, who 
benig in ui apostatized ^>irit, opposed it ; and may 
vfell be numbered amongst the worthies, whose names 
are upon record for their valour; so is tfiis our friend 
4rtHthy to be J whenever turned his back onsuch who 
0|lposed the trath ; but stood hls-ground,' as hi^pHnted 
aN^tts on such occasions do shew. As atso bis other 
irorks of several kinds, do manifest how great etidow.- 
ments Ood had bestowed on him, (^'etwe, who knew 
him in his conversation, are engaged to set forth 1m>w 
kind and condescending he was to the weakest capa- 
cityi and wOuklhelp out when they wanted a word) 
that generaticHis to come may leai^ how good it is to 
fsrsake aU dadjollaw C/trist testis, as this oul- friend 
xlldi and the Account of his lite following, shews ; who 
sot only gives wisdom but teacheth humility also'. 
X I 
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H« WW grci^)' respected by hU iMig^bboun«t8«']4M 
■erviceft arooogat them. His heairt aod doon aveq 
Qpea toi the poor, both Mck (uid Ume, ^dio waMfd 
help, and had it ir«elyi t^tkiog care to rrmidr rhi|B 
useful for such occasions, (blest aUo with goori;mitr 
cess) often s^yitig, he oaattered ^ot vluut nfioiig 
was at to do good. Swh hytteiit fheir kuf*,; iijtM 
then may we do, wh» miss h^u ia aar bjgbe^. .stwMl 
)n his £reat service iu the cburgh of ^V'TirT, ih< 
even desire to be resigned tothf wUl9f tJb^:IfaF;^:^l|g 
pyesQTVfd bm throu^ all his h^)14ship^.,.^t % 4|p^ , 
niop over false brethren,, and ift.yn^V Wt,.qf-tdMr 
reach,.ttnd.af tefnpution too ; on,who>«l^!|a4>--<W:b|» 
ging atkgd for Jo^fph, resti,; wh(^^ n fniitUil,i]giifS, 
his branch spreads over the wall qffopffWitioD, JuAfni 
|iaw ^bod^ in stFengthvthe hands c((iwt>ose,aniu IMP 
inadc strong, by the help of \bfi mj^M? Qf^ *>f J-gnh 
to whocH .Ite fh^glory for what hct^Ui wrought iffflpr 
da^t wh(«s% ow(i wopks pra^e.hin).jbr sT^ri»oK«,i 4i|| 
Uie fe^s of sorroiir that we shedi f<»' ^^^ l(*sa of. f|i| 
p^^ de<c4^^ friefid, letth^qi be, Tpaaaatbeo^ t»ifm 
pur spirits, each ^f us, into « godly cw«, tiuu .v^<)Otg; 
c<»ne up^acciording to our several capaqiti^.tp t^fifiS 
tlie L<M-d fnitbfuUy, in a gpdly ^^id J(^ biv honiofHH 
and BO conte to lay down our heads i^ joy. and p^jisq^ 
as this our friend expressed he did. ....;,.. , «■« 

This eifviont servant of Christ, was e^^ cfUKWH^ 
of the way of trujh, wherein 1^ ■ cowiTvyjl tOj.lBF 
fituahing of his day%: fo^ the sake of u^hicb* b«HHi 
beca^ke a su£Ferer; not only by imprispanKiTtf^^^ 
worshipping God in the a^senibU^ft o^. h^a pW^lf^ 
but also from, his Fadier, by who^ I^ i^^s mad^^ff 
an outcasf, for no other caus^, but iqr;t4s; fy**^ 
tespmopy in taking up the cross to 4# Wffii4\kl^ i 
havioifr .^d Unguag^j wheceufOft tw >W;W VtyiS^ 
^y his m^ch valued tr-iend Is^at^ FfoitMI^i to 1w 
|iouse, where he abode sever^ ytv^y utttil he ma^ 
Tied. -He yu * biestang in, a^ . w^ ^, ii ^?r^tt-«}»!r 
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Ibrt Uftl'lirilli ta'di&rfiimil^r ; and by his wiae conduct 
therein, gained tnuch esteem, not only from the el* 
dbi^v tmt the youth, vhotn he instructed in Imrn- 
tag r'^rtd'th^F^ most of them are by death removed, 
yetone 4dll remains, who from certain and experi- 
Trietltsd knowledge, can commemcvate his worth : 
hthtg engaged thereto, from a sense of the beneltt 
of' hts g(>ed and wholesome advice, given at sundry 
lames,' and on ' divers occasions. Which friendship 
tr^tinued' firm to the last. 

-''His tiatnnd capacity was large, and bis under- 
■MaiMling, in the things of God very deep ; which 
Ktceltetit qui^ticiiuoQs meeting in one, rendered him 
useftil beyond many, to his country, as well as very 
WSi-vieeahle in the church ; by bodi which he is, and 
■wift be greatly missed. But he is gone to bis grave 
itt a fuD age, and gathered as a shock of com ia its 
Mabon, having done his day's wotk faithfiiUy, ao 
Am saying may be verified m him, the end crowns 
s& 

'-His sickness was sudden, which soon deprived hiqk 
tf the use -of his limbs, yet he retained the faculties 
of his inward and outward senses <^ar all along; 
■md notwithstanding, at times, his pains were great, 
liifl exMnplAry patience, and composed resignation, 
was remark^Iy apparent to those that viuted and 
attended -him, so that their sorrow in parting with 
ao dear a friend, was intermixed with comfort, in be- 
fcolding the heavenly frame of mind wherewith he 



Thus id'ter all his labours, he entered into ever- 
lasting rest, and left many behind weeping, though 
'ticit without hope, that they shall again meet at the 
general assembly of ssunta, where the redeemed shall 
«ing praises to tiieir blessed Redeemer, whose right 
it is to reign for ever. 

We have this further to add, namely, that our 
esteem of him was gresA, because of that real worth 
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that was in him, through th6 opcTB^en of 'the migMy 
power ol the Lonl, that u-pwated him fi-om the love of 
iIk world ; so duit he tbuee (with Moses) rather to 
suffer affliction with the peoplt of God, than to enjgt/ 
tite pJeasures of sin for a seatom and it pleased the 
I^rd to fit hiin with wisdom and counsel, so that he 
was made able to give judgm est in difficult cases, 
wherein many of us have partictdariy received benefiti 
and therefore have cause to lament the losa we have 
by his removal. And oh ! say our souls, that the 
l^rd would raise up many more in his Mmm, to the 
praise and honour of the good Husbandman* And it 
IS our desire that we who are yet behind, may be 
made able bo to steer our course, throu^ this trou- 
blesome world, that when our end comes, wc may lay 
down our heads in peace with the Lord, and leave a 
good savour behind us, as this our fiiiend hath d«K> 
This is written in true love and respect, to the me- 
mory of our deceased friend, as it pleased the Lord 
to move upon our hearts ; and being read and iq>- 
proved in our wo in en's -meeting at Hungerbill, the 4lh 
of the 11th mtHtih, 1713, was subscribed iit behalf of 
the said meeting by us, 

Mary Baker, 
Mart WbaslbTi.' 

Mart Larcijii. 
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APPENDIX. 

No. I. 
' SPECULUM SECULIi 

OR, A LOOEIKG-GLASS TOR THE TIMES. 

- Wbith iegan ^iti ibii ej^otttdatory fir^acei 

"ithj ihuolff my modtiit mast fbiliUUcn be, 
Td •peak oF thn TfeKh kuE tOa mmr lett 

Hen's wickedoeii ; and therebr mukE them baU 
" flllU to ^nlit in It I WbrriHHildilw beaky 
To ull Ebun bcuu. trlw want humanityf 



Or, bo*, indwd. ein il sxpHCed ki« 
'llkat ahe bhaiild ^Id ber irngfuej ajid daUf tec 
ThcaevLCked and enDroioiu crlDiei committci^ 
Whkcli 1^ in nwdeatjj bu preEcmiitted? 
WIii>:h but to nunc would with tbcir filth itOt 
Chaatecari, and cut ablenighonlier ilrte. 

To menlioD KHie. mbich Xiert d e MMid m.y 

LOUD were the criei, whkh long had peirc'dni 
Fool the teportt,' which I did dsuly hckr 

By (une UBto my knowiedge, which 1 thought 
Too foul and loathsome to have found apUEe 
In any heart, thauyh ne'er so void of grace. 
This made me Wte a more obiervant view. 
Whether itfart ipake what of men is true. 

But as the celebrated stiUtiieni queen. 
When she the coim of Solomon had seen. 
And had. with tnore than usual diligence, 
Observ'd hiaaplendoiir and magnilicence, 
Coniider'd well hia pomp, hiiport, hii itUe, 
The grcM-reliinie that on him did wait, 
Ai one with admiracioii RU'd (no doubt 
Not able longer 10 -contain) burst out 
Into such words ai these ; " Thrice happf king \ 
" Whose fame throushout the universe dolh ring, 
'it 2 
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•• Tbaagti «r Aw wto I tk«u^ nivittaabaUiv 
" Yet now I uc one-half hstk not been told." 
Just «o did 1 (tbough in uiather kaut) 
After 1 bad iniCBlly fix"* iBf mind 
Upon nien'& ftctiooa, and had duly wcigk'd 
Hot onlj what tkey did, bat-wimL ihey uidt 
Awhile I itood, UIw one that'i struck w' ' ' 
Fill 'd with astDmibinenl, atid ailent woi 
At length mj heart, iwellu^ with ia 



O taeUish d<Hngs f O infernal crew! 
Of whom, who says the wont he can, lays uiie.' 
O herd of lustful satyrs. moiiBiers, brutes ! 
For such a name to luch a nature suits : 
What ink is black enough to write ! What peii 
Fit to delineate such beasts, not men \ 
WonU are too shallow to ezpreu the rage,' 
The fury, madness of thlsfrantic age. 
Numbers fall short (o reckon up the crimes, ' ' 
Which are the recreations of these times. 

Was Sodom <»er guilty of ■ sin. 
Which England is not now involved in t 
By custom, drunkenness so conrmon'sgrowni 

Haming and roai'ing \hey affirm to be 

The true chSraclers of genrflity. 

Swearing and carting is lo much in fiuhion, 

That 'tis eate«m'd a badge of repntatiofl. 

What dreadful oaths ! What direful execrations 

On others ' On Aemselves what imp^ealions- 

They tumble oat, like roaring clapa of thunder, 

Asif Ihcyineantcorendihe donda aouHlw I 

Mockers do so abound in ev'ry place, 

Thar rare it is to meet assber face. 

Ambition lioasiing, Vanity, and pride, 

With numbarantunbeiienaf unibeaide, . 

Are grown thio' use, lo comiDOD. thai HMfticall 

Them Feccadilloei i small, or none at all. 



What pains do men and women take, alas 1 
To make themselves for arrant bedlam's p«u! 
The fool's pied^oai, which all wise men dsic«t. 
Is grown a garmeot now in great request, . 
More colours in one waistcoat now they wear. 
Than in the rainbow ever did appear v 
As if they were ambitlout lo put on '' ■ - 

All colour! that thcj.cau tlieit eye* uyoni 



t;.H,gic 



Thereby Ontttr^piliK dw ClwB M i tWi ^t; ' .. 
Which cmnnot ehanKe iUelf M ltd or whiw. 
Eich mxa, like Ptowim, hii ifaipe doth chaage, 
To wtutnoever Beemstb new or •trMi|;c, 
And be that in s nsdcct garb w drut, 
It made the laughing itodi of aU the rc>t, 
Noi art they with theu baubles utU&ad, 
But lex-distinctioiii too arc laid aaide. 
The waiMnwHi'tht trowwrtaod (ba v«*t. 
While men in muSii fan*, petticoati, are dr«Bt> 
Some women, — Oh ibe shame ! lilie ramping; rig^ 
Ride flaunting in their powder'd perriwigi -, 
Aittridc they sii, and not ishanied neither, 
Dreat up like men, in jacket, cap and feather. 
AU thinga ui luic and wantonness ate fitted. 
Nothing that lends to vanity omitted. 
To give a lotich an ev'ry anttc fashion, 
Which hath been worn of lale within this nation. 
Might fill a volume, which would tire, no doubtt 
The reader's patience, if not wear it out. 

Come now, ye ranting gallants of the tij&et,< 
Who nothing have to boaatof but your criQuai 
Ye Satan's licctaTs, who disdain to swear 
An oalh beneath God damn me if be dare, 
Blatpbcmous wretches! whose impieties, 
Wilh rude assaults, have Blorm'd the very skiei, 
And dar'd the Cod of Heaven, adreadful stroke 



Which for such desperadoes are auign'd* 

And J*, who take so great delight to curve, 
At that yon tWnk yOBraelvea ■ deal the woraej 
ilnlcsi unto the higheit strain ye swell, 
And wish the devil make your bed in hell g 
This know, the long provoked Ood is come. 
From whom ye most receive thai dreadful dpotn i 
" Depart ye cersed, and forever dwell, 
Where beds of torment areprepar'd in hell." - 

"Twaa wonderful lo see in what atrice. 
This zealous nation was o'er-run with vice. 
As when the boiling gulf, with furious gales 
Puff'd up, o'erflows its banks and drowns the valeii 
And when again it ebbs, it leaves, we Und, 
A loathsome scum, and noisome stink behind. 

So great was. in a word, the wickedness 
Of tbat black dayi *iKh the uocurb'd cacw*. 
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>4 A14t«0lK. 

Tot the dPli»'iT •* helf • pregmmt wcmb. 

And th»* the ie^ilhad » p»«Bt got. 

To vend whate*CT merchsmlJae Kebiougbt 

Or that Pandora's ba>, wkieb pMM Ctiga 

Did all calunltiM in iteantain, 

Had then been Mwl; op'ned, »nd ftom th> 

Had flnttcr'd out thi» ntBing pestilence : 

Which since the coninini bodf hath o'sn. 

With luch a lep'rous scab fion foot to kc»A, 

That 'til a UraentaWe sight to 9ee« 

How each sf a old and young debauched b»,- 

A sort of men have overrun Ihit nation. 
Who are a burthen to the whole creation ; 
Men ihiB I call them, or the vijier's brood ? 
Lover* of e»il, hateri of all gnbd. 
TheM, swell'dwilhejivy, in a g:reat deifiight. 
To Christ, with fist of wickedneis do smite. 
Not (heir own fellow -servants, for they *r« 
The devil's slaves, by him bor'd thro' the ear. 
But God'^ amfaafKkdAii, whom he batk se«i 
To wamehem af their sins, and cry mpent : 
OTts.denounee his judg«eiHsag>lnM thoaa. 
That set themselves his messaje 1o oppose. 
These pernctite the inn«rent, and »«y. 
When they «i« ffoae "twiltbe a merry dlfi 
These grind the poor, the needy these oppreis. 
Widows devour, tread on the falheriess. 
Far from themselves they put the evil day. 
Remove impending judgmeniB far away. 
And yet in vain they strive I'escipe Che stroke. 
Of that just God. whom boldly they provoke. 
For they aSict his people, slayhis sheep. 
Beat those whom he appointed hath to keep. 
And feed his tender lambs; rend, tear, devour, 
Suppresi God's worship to their utmost pon'r. 
A cursed generation, who are bent 
To spare the wicked, slay the innocent; 
Whose blood doth cry, whose blood doth cry Hi 
As load as Abel's, plerceth thro' the cloud ; 
Presents itself before the judgment-seat. 
And justice doth of the just Judge intreat. 
That speedy vengeance he will take on all, 
Who persecute his saints and theni.emhrBl. 

Nor is he deaf, its cry with him prevails. 
And he hathproihised, who never fait*- ■ 
In the perfeniiaSice', t*r« he wWWrise;- ---•■. 
And put a period to their cruelties l 
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And that ht -via. ^itkniar* ttu^iJviOOHiqwaiJ, 
Send comfort to his poor siffiictetl aecd, 
Which under Phaiwih'* heavy yoke hKh grmn'd. 
And in capiivity iUeif bemoanU 

O bloody lis 9S ptrteaaion .' 
'Tit thou that pluckeat judgmenudowD upon 
Thehekdiof kiDje, princei, plcbeiani, mil , 

That act thee, and by th<c the iiintv enthral. 
ThiiiitkMun, that lia which criea alond. 
Loader Uuui all the rest, the guilt of blood. 
Which 19 the BtrongBst cord the de»il hatb 
To d»w down on mankind God*! heavy wrath. 
Weeping I aigh, and sighing weep to see 
The tod which God prepared, hath for i:hee> ■ 

O £ngUnd, ' who doBl evilly iiitreat 
His messengers, and dost ^is prophets beat. 

Ah, England, Ab, poor England, I bewul 
Thy sad estate, Otb^t I might pravajl 
In my desire* for thee \ Then shouldst thou be 
As full of joy as now of misery. 
For then should plenty in thy fields be found, 
And all thy gamen should whh grain abound- 
Then pe»ce, long lasting peace shonld in Ihce dvril. 
For God would all thine enemies repel t 
And he himself would take delight in thee. 
So thou the glory of the world wMild'st be. 

But ah, alas '. small hope I have to Bee, 
Such happy symptoms of good health in iheo. 
No, no, sad isre, my reason itdoth tell me. 
That all the croBsea which have yet jiefel thee. 
Are but an earneat of that dreadful day. 
Wherein God will upon thy head repay 
Wrath, fury, vengeance and deatructioni 
The just reward of persecution. 

The due con^deration of thy state. 
And thine, 1 fear, inevitable fate, 
Uoih move my heart with pity and compMslon, 
And leads me to this short expostulation. 

Who to the eye gave sight \ What, ahall not he ' 
The cruel suQ^Ciings of his people see I 
And shall not he that formed bath the ear. 
The moumfnl groans of hia dear children hear! 
Are men so stupid grown, they think God's bllodT 
Or that he doth not heed > or cannot find 
A way, to ea^e the luCenngs of his seed) 
Whose cry unto turn », Father, with speed 
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Aii*e, iri*et aedthos ttwcl<aid«> detOMd 

Aven^ us of aui enemie*, (Ufeml 

Us from their crutLties ; and let Ihem see 

Thy care of us, exceedi otrr Jove to ttie«. 

Not are thew sigbs in vun ; let he a4Md 
Ii rising, jea, is risen, our cause lo ptead 
In righuousncfis ; and hencefotth us who kicks. 
Shall know. 'lis hiid to kick against the pricks. 

Be warned then, yt rulers, and let all 
Of whatsoever rank, both great and small. 
Tremble before the Lord, and cease to rage. 
Against our God's peculiar heritage. 
For of a truth, hia long provoked hand, 
Is stretched out in judgment o'er tJiis land ; 
And ye must feel t1, for he hath decreed. 
To viadicate hrs long trpptttiti seed. 
And in hik t'uiy he will vongeance take. 
In our bchalft, who suffer for hia sake. 
Then shall je know diit be who sits on tugta, 
Hegudt us u the appl« of-bie e;e< 

POSTSCRIPT; 

OCCASIONAI.LT SUBJOINED. 

Since what precedes, was written, 1 hive found 
An accusation fortn'd, but without ground. 
Against me, that with ancontrcsled pen, 
I too severely- lash the f^lts of men. 
And take upon me in sxtiric rhymes. 
To pass a rigid censure on the times. 
This drew me on to add another line, 
To shew them tltarthe fault's (heir own, not mine. 
No crime can Justly to niy charge be laid, 
Unless it be a crime that. Truth be said. 
Nor can without injustice any Hsme 
My muse foi echoing the common fame.. 

If any sborld object that wise men hbid. 
That Irtnh at all times ought not to be told; 
Nor that whatever comes into one's head 
Should straight, because 'tis true, be pnhlishcd- 
1 readily asseot, because 1 know. 
Pearls before swine we are forbid to throw. 
Some truths 1 grant may better be concesl'd. 
Than if they out of season were leveal'd. 
Tec would I not that ai)j tbrougb miolaJM:, 
Should of my word* a 
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Than thu ihoiId4iapn«n, Ihadnttherbe 

Tax'd by ihe reader for prolixity. 

Thus then in brief, would I be understood, . , 
If vhat 1 know concerns my brother'! ^ood, . 
For him ! to know, ou^ht I not then unfoUl 
ItiohimratharthKnfrom him withhold 
A benefitj »a oa the other aide. 
It is I think too i^sin to be denj'd. 
That if I see whit certainly doth tend 
To the hurt of my neighbout n my fittnd, 
I ant oblig'd by duiitian charity, 
To give them warning {if the 'danger aigh : 
To shew them ihM they Uu>d upon the brink . 
Of certaii; ruin, widif Ih(xi«bay link, ■ ■ i 

By wUful running on, I )h«U fro fwie 
From guilt, their Uood.oa ihau own hwda .vilk b*^ 
'TIS plain I ttiitik, yet if ya.cwk'i telierc it > 
Without 1 scripture proof, Jo, hen* J give it. 
This is the vary case, which if weli weigh'A, 
Will fully justify what I h«*e said. 

I saw men running to a precipice. 
At foot of which was such a vast abyss. 
As could have swallow'd nations, so immense ; 
That 'twas impossible tp climb out (hence. 
For If a man, we see, 5ut chance to pitch, ' 
O'er head and ears into some miry ditch, 
Ifov quickly is he amothend, unUn 
Some fri e mil y band >s«i«t in ihatdutrtu) 
And if, with uruggllng out ai len^ he g«t. 
Yet how begmear'd is be with dirt t»A wet 1 
But inio this deep pit, who fklls, ia vaia 
Expects an hand to help him out again. . . 

Mo. 'tis of grace that tnen forewarned are. 
And ere their feet aie taken, shew'd the inarc. 

And warned tbey must t>e. For so was I 
While roving in their paths of vanity i 
Toil'd and bewildcrd in a diamal night. 
Of thick Egyptian dailinrsa from tbe light. 
From whence the Lord bath by his love me driiWn, 
And in my heart ha h caua'd his day to dSiWii. 
His glorious day, his never setting lun. 
To rise and darkness to expel begun. 
This love as it arises warms my heart. 
And fills it with desires to impart 

• Levit. »x, IJ". Biek. jcwiit. 
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oe ArpEMOis. . 

.Taothera of in go(i4DeM, thu.nmiemkf 
For w*nt of good direction mii&lbeir wsy. 

KnowUiereforcdiou, who hitherto hut ^KAt 
Thy time ia T»nity, and wholly bent 
Thy atinoit (trength. Hij- hista to satisfy. 
And inrfeit n ith delights (hy wa.nCon pyC, 
The Lord hath in thy conscience plac'd a lig^lt, 
Toteachlheehow to giude-thyatep* iright. 
Thiichecki when into evil thou hast tun. 
And givei thee wiming ck thoa hast begun. 
H alt thou not heard when in thy full career. 
Something within thee uy, Whu do 1 herel 
And when ttiy mind ii cool mother day. 
Doth it not tometiBici eauc tliec thin-to i^ ; 
O that I had not run into esceu, 

that I had not done Ail wkksdneii. 
My conicience telii mc tkM I kaie done ill, 
In yielding to my own cofmpted will. 

And though no eye did see me, yel my heut 

1 Esel, ii full of torment, pain, and amart. . . 
Were it to do again I'd have more cate, 

And not run wilfully Into the snare. 

Consider what that is, which thus doth raise 

A trouble in thee for thy evil ways. 

And what thu ia which many ttmei doth grieve thee. 

And often makes tbec cry out, God forgive me. 

Whenthut it ch«cki thee neat, straight call to mind, 
That word thini ear shall bear % voice behind 
Thee, saying. Hither tun, this is the way, 
When to the right or left thou goMi sstnr* ' 

And having heard, obedience forthwith give. 
To its reproof, hear, and thy soul ahall live- 

Fot were men subject to Christ's light wilh^. 

It certainly would lead men out of sin. 

And thro' believing, bring them into heav'n. 

For that's the end, for which by htm 'tis given. 
Thus have I faithfully discharg'd a part. 

Which long lay as a weight upon my heart j. 

Regardless of what danger may ensue, 

For seasonably speaking what is true. 

And if ungrateful men shall ill requite. 

My signal love with enmity and sjjight i 

I let them know that my undaunted pen, 

Scorns the contracted brows of angry man. 

Prepar'd 1 am to suffer with content, 

The worst that $»nc'red malic^jpan-iuTtnt i 
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Whi 



Which is no noK tina t* lay Latd befel, 
Ta suSer evil things tdriaiag wcU. 

Am agtn, mU hutla fati, ngltim a 
To luS^ evil for w«U-Joiag, btii^ 
TLe inieitr ta ^ue renown with jtiogs. . 



A HTMN TO GOD. 

Thee. tbeaaloBe, OOod 1 few. 

In thee do 1 cosflde ; 
Thf pretsncx it t» me more deir 

Than all tbiDgt eii* beaide. 

;, pover, life and tt^t, 

^bich in raj heart do shine < 
Above all ttain^ are inj delight, 

O make them always mine^ 
Ttaf matchkBiio** conttrainiiBy life, 

Thy life coostnuiti lof love, 
T» be toidiM aa chaite a wife, 

As is the turtle-dove ■ 
To her elect, eipoused mtN^ . 

Whom ihe will not forsake i 
Nor can be brouBibfat<ucislate 

The bond ihe once did malce. 
Just BO my foul d«th.Gl«tive to thee, 

As tohcT only headi 
, With whont shelonfeconj^nM tobe,'' 

la bond of m^i^p beif. 
Batab, alas! her tittle fort, 

b compassed aboHt i 
Her ibei about, bertbickregort, 

Whithin, and eke without. 
How numerous are they now grown. 

How wicked their Intent; 
O let thy mighty pow'r be shown. 

Their mischief to prevent! 
They ipake assaults on ev'iy side. 

But thou stand'at in the gap i 
Their bstt'nns rams make breadieiwidei - 

But stiil thou mak'it tbem up. 
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GometiMilt tWjr Im i l ii i ^ wilM, 

To draw iiiMlibeir.fiev'it. 
And Bomeiimu weep Ulu cioEOtUkt.- 

Bul an is to Jevour. 
Thai thej b«*et mj fcehte hutt. 

With hsud, deceit and gtale i 
Alluring; ber from thee to ftut. 

And thy pure rCitOeBle. 
But Oh ! the breuhin^Mid tlic dtoni. 

The sighings of the seed; 
The ^DaniDgs ot Ihs jriMMd onf. 

Do gomnrt ift me breed. 
And thai bfittMOt. b^ faudt. 

The offspring •( Cb^ bnathf 
To wk*ai tb^ leT« bnigi'UEB nt^ »arth, 

Aa doth tkj aUcnce 4catb~ 
That habti. that m«iL tkw [«bIb<7 (WM, 

Which Gwaottbte fcnska. 
In fear to b« again bagni'dii ' 

Doth la^icatiaaaM^.' ' 

O anfficr not thy chsant onev 

Whoputi-kMtTUUintWa, 
And hath aiftdtauc^bevAMMiiMi^ ' 

EnsDU'd o^in'io bo. 
Brutemil. Lamdem, Ui». 



ZdoarJ Burnmgb. Wl» died tit 14di^Uit taiAMaab.imi. 

Ho« long; shaU grief lie ■MoMiar'd! Ak, iMw I«^ 
Shall sorro\B'a ai^ct se«l nvy silanttaagai'l 
How longihlll sighs m* cvf^ata! And maLe 
My lipi to quivet, and my he art to ak«! 
How long Shalt 1, with pain Guppieu Bijr can* '■ 
Andteck forholetto wipemj' watVycyeal 
Why may not I, by soitdhi thus offfr*a'^ 
Pour forth my grief into another's breast ! 
If that be true which once was gaid b/nne. 
That' he mourns truly who doth manrQ atone ; 

* Ilk thirf vere, goi tiue Itite doler. 



APPEMPIS. 

Then maj I truly mj my grief is Utie, 

Since it hath yet been known to very few. 

Nor is it now mine »im to make tt known, 

To those to- wtrom theie verses may be shown I 

But to auuage my sorrow -swolen heart, 

Which silence eansM tn taste to deep Of sftisrf. 

This is my en^ thM so I may {ircvetlt. 

The Teasel's lHirM>iiKby>timdy*«Bt. t 

Tempera " Mioeryihit .'■■■ 
Who c»n forbear, when such ihm^ spoke he heafs. 
His grave to water with a Bood of tears ? 
£ cho ye woods, resouad ye hollow places, 
I. e( tears and paleness cover all men's faces. 
1> et groans like ctaps of thunder pierce the air, 
W hile I the cause of my just grief declare. 
O that mine eyes couid, like the streams of Nile, 

'eiflowtbtir wM'ry tanfca. and thow meMiwhite, 
D rink in my trickling tears, O thirsty ground ; 

9 o migtaest thou hencefortb fruiifuller be found. 
L ament. my sotil, lament i thy lou is deep,' 
A nd all that Sion love sii down and we^. 
M oum, O ye virgins, and let sorrow be 
E ach damsel's dowry, and, alas for me I 
N e'er let my sobs and sighlngs have an end, 
T ill I again embrace m' ascended friend. 
A tid till I feel the virtae of histif:' 
To consolate me, and repress trty grief; 

1 nfuae into my heart the ml of gladness 

nee more, and by its urength remove that sadnpss, 
If ow pressing down my spirit, and restore 

F ully that joy 1 had in him before. 
> <>f whom a word I fain would stammer ^hh, 
Jt ather to ease my heart, thui shew hit wortti : 
H is worth, my grief, which words too shallow are) 

1 mlemnnstratinn fatly to declare: > 
S ighs, sobs, my beat interpreters now are. j 
E nvy be gone. Slack Momus quit the pl'cei . 

N e'er more, Zotlus, shew thy wrinkled foce- 

D raw near, ye bleeding hearts, w^ote sorrow* Ma 

E qua! wirb mine ; in him ye had like share. 

A dd alt your Tosses up, and je shall see 

R emainder will be nought, but itoe ia me. 

E ndeared lambs, ye that have the white stone^, 

D o know fall well his tiame, it is jour »wn. 
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W hich in lu brightness shill for ever dwell. 
A nd, like a box of oinUnent, iweetly uneU. 
it ighteousneas wis bis robe, bright majealy 
D eckcAUibrowibiilook wai heavenly. 
B old wu he in bis maiter's quanrl, and 
Undaunted 1 futhfnlt to his Lord's coinm»nd{ 
R cquiting geoi for ill, directing all 
R ight in the wa/ that leadi out of the faU. 
O pen ftnd free to ev'rjr thirsty lamb j 
U Dapotwd, pDTC, clean, holy, without blame. 
G lory, light, splendour, lustre was his crown, 
II apjiy his change to him--^e loss our own. 

Vnica poti cinertt virtut vencraada beatat efieif- ■ 



AVhile I had thus been Iircaihing forth my grici^ 
Id hopai thereby to get roe iome relief; 
I heard, inethought, bis voice, sa.y, cease to moUT)!, 
I live. And though the v&i[ of flesh once wan). 
Be now sttipt off, dissolv'd and laid aside. 
My SfHrit's with dice, and shall so abide. 
This aatitfi'd me, down I threw my quill. 
Willing to be rulgn'd to God's pure will. 



£ST riTA CADUCA. 

As b the ftagratvt flower in the fidd. 
Which in the spring a pleasant smell doth yield, 
And lovely sight, but soon is withered, 
So's man; to-diy alive, to-morrow dead. 
And as the silver dew -be spangled grass. 
Which in the mom bedecks its mother's fiice. 
But ere the scorching tummer's past, loofcs bmwD, ' 
Or by the scythe is suddenly cut down. ' 

Just such is man, who vaunts himself to daf J 
Decking himself in all his best array ; . 
Bat in tbe midst of all his bravery, 

peaih rounds him in the car, fnend, thou must dia. 
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APPENlfiXi 

Ot- liKe a^shidowin i Mlnnjr dft^> 
Which in a moment vanisheth i\rrff 
Or like > smile, or spark, such is th« Ep«n 
Of life, sHowM this microcosm man. 

CcMe then vajn mu la boast, for tbit i* trnC, 
Thf brightest glory's as tbe mamutg dew ( 
Which diMppeara when Srsi the rising; inn 
Display* his beunt above the horizon. 



No. 5. 
"ALLIS rANTTT." 



Some in k tavern tpend the lotl^t Aay, 
While others hawk »nd hunt the time away. 
Here one hii inistress courts, moiher dances > ' 
A third Inelteg (o tun by watiion glances. 
This wastes the day ?n dressing, th" other seek^ 
To set f^ih colours on her with'red dieehs ; 
That, when the sun declines, some dapper tpftrk 
May take her to Spting-garien, or the Parte. 
Playi some frequent, aiid balls : others their prime 
Consume at dice i some liowl away their time. 
With cards some wtiotty capTivaled are. 
From tables others scarce an hour can spare, 
j4n.toMftniai)anan^pMesWs«piY ' ' . 
Xt'shovel-ljoard another spends tbe year. ' 
Tbef^ittta)-tftl>'ike4»matlt«Mily spbw, ' ■■' 
Tkat keeps a racket ifl OrtteATllk-MtiW. 
Some strain thefrverf eyn tnd throad oriih sUgit%,. 
WhilfeotHi^nr^tlleiyhandi andhMk&ot riri^iW.. 
AnotKt^flM »hTl SM«dy eyes U«'n>ftttlifc', ' ' 
VWiefW^kpil, or Htffiegteat^ll -baiting. ■ . 
This doies'on runninphorses, t'*»cher*>«l 
fanercr'H'eU, biUiit thefeneing-sehour. ' 
WrestJiiig and'IootNffl, nintplns, priten-hatv;. 
Among the nvri'CK'Wnt tiM eiidb B-pIaee. 
Kay Joui uAn'Mh'd irilllcare h«r milking Mfft. ''- 
T(.<la«W! xWfcy.poftrbr » WfiifHffl-me. - -i J 
TIms wiRo^'MuiBi M «t«SiiBl'deUglft; -' '••i'- ••■'< 
As iCthdrdlir *tl(nrfd neyerOM^ a-n^tt; ''''''^' ' ^'' 

Ai>d.Mtbfrti«eaM»i'aBl.'>«'witliek;.' "''''^<'J> 



Set whkhof sllthcMpMliitbrieUdaM.tnaA, 
And ere it ke too laM thst padi fomtke, 
Whicb. follour'd, wiU thee i ni i cr» t* « mafaci 



No. 6. 

ODE TO VIRTUE. 

W««Uh, \nm m .) , p l« Mm«« , hoamm, •> tA 
I value viitue far, &r mate dian jam. ■ 

'Y'are all bat toys 

For giriB and bOye 
To plajr withal i at bcu deocitfhl jof«> 
She livei for ever, fe xre- tnaiitorj. 
Her honouT is unstained, but four gtBiT 

A painted bait. 
Hang out for such ai sit at Folly's gale. 
True peace, coatcnt, and joj on her atteiu 
Yoo, oD Utc CODUIT7 your farces boxL 

To Uear men'i eye& 

With fopperiea. 
Wbich fooU 



QONFORMnr PXEST AND REPSEST. 

B. Wh»t! raaareviMoCtkeKthat'riiBdfMf ' ,- 
To yield obedifnMbjtevnfonni^! 
Q. Nay,- we desire conf<miiaUe to be. ; 
B. But unto what ) Q: "^e inas^of IhaScm. 
B. What's that to us! WeHlhavecoafonaitf- ~ 
Unto our foim. Q.. Then we shall ae'erh^wc dMC- 
For, if yooT fickle minds should alter, vie 
Should be to seek a new ceofoniHiy- 
Thus who to day conform to prelacy, 
To-marraw mn-j ca^oun to, ptqwrj. . 
But E»kc this fm aa answer, bishop, «e , ; 

Cannot conform, either to them, aiijffx -.j 
VoT while to truth j^m forms ate opposite 
Whoe'er Gonfonn* thereto doth not aiigbt. 
B. WeVmaJie sachkaaveiaaioucpo^nifU'lie 
Conto'd inprisaattUl ye rot auddie., 
Q. Well, gentle bishop, I may live to see, 
For aB Ukj tfucatt, » eboclc t» craelty i 
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But, La The meuituae, I for my cUfena 
Betake me to my foctMu, patiwu. 



NcT. 8. 



Aw»ke, Bwskt, O >nn o* th' l^rf «w»be f 

Tkr sword up t^e: 
CMt wUm wqhU tlun« foTg^id of tkae imIm. . 

Into the l»kc. 
Awake, I pnj, O mighif J»h, awake | 
M»ke ai\ the wsrid bef(»« th; pniencc qoakc. 
Not only eajth.bot heavea alto ihak*. 
Atiie, arise, O Jacob's God arise, ^ 

-Alul'bear the criei 
Of ev*i7 Mill, which in diitreii now Hes, 

And to thee flies. 
ArUe, I pr>T, O Isrul's hope arise. 
Set free mj seed, opptess'd hy eneioie*. 
"Why should they over it still tjrmnnlic I 
Hake speed, nMtke speed, O Israel's help. iuUm ipMd : 

la cimeof neeAi 
For mil meti kare wiokedlr decMOti 

Ajiainst thy seed. 
Make speed,Ipr^,.Ond{hty God, make spee^ 
Let all thy iajnba fitun savage wolves be freed. 
That EcM-lesi on thy nuiuniaio. they may feed, 
. Rtde-OD, tide on, thou, valiant nun of iqiglit., 

And put to flight . .'■. 

Tho«*sMBof Belial, who do detpiskt '. 

To the 'ip^fY f I , 
Ride on, 1 iM,y, thou champion, and smite 
ThiocMHt Ihy pc(^^'s«nwi>fcs with socb might. 
That BMW may due 'gainst ihiec, or thine^ to fight. 



'■•-■''■-■ ■ No. 9. ■ . 

A SOIiG OF PSAISR 

Jhylave, dear Faitiet, ami thy ttaitr can. 
Have in my heart begot a a'lrong desirt, .^ 

To celebraW t*y nmne (rWh praisesrare i 
That DtheM ttift tky goofttert m«y uMiM. 
AaMein toyicM to Vint soft doat t«^uL>«. 



My (lereUe* giwt, g*»M my <!»»•» » 
Full oft my niln bath my foe detiKn'd, 

My KHTowsthenmypenOBnotexprtM; -^ 

Not could the best of men ifford redress. , 
When tbns b«i«, to thee I lift mine eye. 

And with ft mournful beut wy moan did uoikt,. 
How oft with eyes o'erflowing, did I cry, 

My God. my GoiiO domenotfonKJie! 

Regwdmytein! koom |i^ •> ne oke I 

And to 1*« glorf of *T *"')' ""i"*. ' 

Eternal God, whom 1 both love sod few, 
1 hereby do detlare , I never came 

Before thy throne, and found thee loa* to heW ; 

But alwayi ickdy, with an open ear. 
And though »on»etiine&lhonieem'it thy face toMde, 

As one th»t had withdrawn thy love from met 
TU that my faith may to the full he tti'd. 

And that 1 thereby may the better •« 

How we»kl»m, when not upheld tjy'thee.] ' 
For undcmeath thy hoty vn 1 Eeel 
■ ■)iciMBp«uing«>tbatici%ih,a^widi.»«nfir' 
That if the enemy trip op my heal. 

Thou ready art to ovc me from a &1I t - 

To thee belong thankagirins* om (Jt. 
And^r thy tender late, my God, my Kin;, 

My heart shill majWiff thee" tdl my day*, 
Uytongne of thy reno>»n abalt daily sin^, . 

My pen sHVir atso grateful trctphles taitt, ' 

As moBumei^i to th£ etenutt prute- 



■'■■Ko. lOii 
SOLITARY THOUGHTS 



^a BdfirJiSnBtB. 
Tntnsibi^ HfO, ^m 

thott tbmgt lODR vallpatt aa^^. , . 

iriiSi'yt dra* ba? itAenjii ifay. ;" ' '* ■ 
Whatgcoaad.;^UI,!lti«31^'^tl» ' ..,..". 

Ti,i«lhi*he#no»tkisa»V^f[i,,,, .,.,-. 



ga^ 
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IE stately houses we erect. 

And thereia ibink to taka dcligbit, 
Od what a suclden ue we check'd. 

And all our hopes made gtoundleit qtfiiet 
-' 0*e little ipaiii in uhCi !•]'■' - ~- 
What we were buildm^ half trai dsfg. 

And ple&sore there «Mftet to fi»d, 
A secret Provident!^ biMt 

Gives disappointment to our mind. 
Who naw'i on top, ere lon^ maj feel 
The circling motion of the wheel. 

.' If we our tender babe« emlmue, 

And comfoTt hope in them ttt htvCt 
Alas, in what a little apace, 

Ii hope, with ihem laid in the fT4ve 1 
"WbaicTer promiMIk conleiHi 
Is in a moment from ui rent> 

This world eannot affoid » thin^. 

Which, to a well-eompoied ound, 
Can anr lastnig' pleasure bring. 

Bat in its womb its gnve wUt find. 
All tlung* UBto their eenwe teiul. 
What had btgiiuiiig wiUhwe end. 

But is there nothing then that's sore, 

For man to ix bla heart upon I 
Nothing that always will endure, . 

When all theae.bauuient things ftrc gonel 
Sad Slate '. where nuui, with gnM appnMi'd. 
Finds nooght whereon kb mind Mf rest. 

Ores, there is a God abore. 

Who unto men is also nlghj 
On whose anatterable love i 

We may with confidenec rely. 
No disappointment can befal 
Us, *Kting him that's all in tS. 

If unt» him we futhful be, 

It is impossible to niss. 
Of whKtsoenr he shall see 

Condutifale unco oar bliss. 
WhU Ban of irieuure him prercn, ' 

Who Uth tfe0 (>Manta of aastrat r 



In him Rime if T* Migtit, 

And in kis precepts pleunTC take, 
Wc A&U be sure to do aiig:ht. 

Til not kit natnit to fortake. 
Aproperobject'ilie alont, .^ 

Fo»n>n toset'hit'heftnupon. ' 



1 which apaa Cod is Maid, 



GIGANTOMACHIA j 
Or, (Af Wart of the Giants t^^tmut Heaoen. 

Wh7 do the bcaOwn ia.« lw«tlak np, 
ThemieWea >g>>in*( tba Lwd of lM«ti«aciC* ^ 
Whj do the fntntic p«opl« ralarttiB 
Tbeir thought* upon a thing thu i* m> Vliin \ 
Why da theluncithcnuelvcitDgsAcrMtl 
And whf do all dH fiittMi then «bMl 
Why do thetulen-MeacbMkerqMAk, 
Aftcrthi* fiwttik Manner, Let as brcsk 
Tiirir bonds iftndsi 1 Gomc let w m^e hule, 
Widijoint tf ii m. lln i> i 3 wi ds ftow«at*it- " 
Why do (bey thns j<nn hands, and counsel lake 
Against Uw Lard's aaointed I TMi will make 
UiiBi doubtlcn langU 1 who doUt )h hfaven sit: 
The Losd will have thcmfn contempt 'fbr it 
Hit tor* dtapMasare oh them he will wreak, 
And in hit Wratb will be nnto Aem speak. 
For on hh tMy hill of Sion, he 
His king haih set to reign; sceptre; must be . 
Cast down before him ; diadems must lie 
At footof him, who siu in majesty , 

Upon bis throne of g(ory ; whence he will 
Send forth his fiery ministers, to Icitl ■ • 

All thoM bis eneini^i, who would noti«. 
Subject to his supreme authority. 

Where then will ye appear, who are i<i^v ' 
Troni being subjecu, that ye rebels are 
Aninat bis holy government i and Strive 
Outers from their allei^aasp too tp dxive j - , 



■ vCioogIc 



WhUesutl^y|miiceMlhaii.AaBtw«BUtMHr 
From sny of hi9 labjecu.ikoifaitkBjr •hw^i " 



And ibsdl the KinffoEkiagABUi^tMMM W ' 
Acted agvnGtkiiB..u4dt)|« tnAtoK-b* '..' -' ;■.-.','.■ 
Acqiu(t«a< Mo t TOTg— w ilfc I fc^aw* Hwy 
Th»t him provoke, tlHdtJtaHw be 'WiR M|Hiy. 

And of a tTDtV9>**^«4 h* hatV j4«^ 
InanhiKfamsnncT.bffthisdam^.Ha. ■ , ^ ■■ ,..;, , 

Of luurpation, afid qf tjrMinr 
Over men's conKieacw, vkUlk (kwd^ l>« £m« 
To wrve the livJt^ G«id as be. r^^irn^ 
And as hi* holy Bpirit,them inspires. 
'Farca«HaBacBit.iB iwws^diniff^ and «one 
Can govern thai wi^bsfrGMt slona. 

HersaiU tDafl.ji't«iipB*a«yB4i>4*t--:, ' '<" ' '' 

Or baK«n*aif)4vaeai4..1ar>ttBilnoiMbe' 
Treason in a si^PiiaiiwdipiSB t ■ ' 
Tot E>» rt att w iti uiwMn^ncwtutMlM givr, 
And that') a badg^ rf'hhtpiwsgptirii^ ' 

This U the coaaD«ei«^'OE tlUBd*^ 
BetMsm *■ iakj God, and wa&il di^. 
God hath, ttuouf^oaa tha earth praelaim'd, (liuks 
Will orcr coimiuiv boU tha sav'MsgntT-i 
That he the kingdMB (» kiMAlf wBl n ' 
And it 

Asjilea 

Man heedi ni 
- Sajs, Bs«w»i« W wa y i at 

And all men's cMndcnces, »icb*b mj ama. 
Ought to be subject tofto. raj ciKiMUud. 

God, by his holy spirit, doth dirqpt 
His people h«w *a w«nhip ; and c:;qtect 
Obedience from them. Hin say^ I ordain 
Thatnone ihail worship in that way, onpaiii 
Ofpriion, coafiscatioB, hanishnient; 
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Anvsmn. 



WiU mnthw hu usurped powV faregp^ 
Andlow hii iH-gotgavenunCBlt Qhna: 
BiitodtMRieshu«nscte(l> bc't, ThMiJl 
WhowhcaltMargkoiplar, will not dovn faU 
BefMtthi«g»Ucn«na^, Kadadore 
WbU I have ca)ii'4,ia be Mt ap, thueSate 
Into the fitiT fahtci.thiJI*e.Batt . ;^. 

And be cauumed «ritli a Amuuk Uuc 
Or, in the mildest tems, conform, erpajr 
So much a montliV'^w BO miicii ev'T7"4aj J '' ' '-•■-' 
Wliich we will levy on.yon. bf digtreu. 
Sparing; not widow, nor the fktherlew» 
And if yoi(h»liFBni>twhal will latiriy, 
Y'are like in priidn, dnrin^ life, to lie. 

Cbiiat sart, swear noci but man nys, nrair, aelie 
In priion. pncmuiur'd, .antU'yoiidie. 
Man's waja are, icaward, ■■ ofipoiite 
ToGod's, asmidnight^arkfeuiaWU^t. 
And yet fondmatidoth stt-ira with ouj^t aad maia. 
By penal laws, God's people to constiaia 
To worship what, whao, -whan, faMiks Aiidufiti 
And to whatever be anjain), •aiimb 

What will the isuMO^this contest be I . 
Which most give place, the Lord's, or nuu'adecteel 
WiU nan be in the dar of battle, found . . 

Able to keep the field, .muntua hiBf^iiinid, 
Againsttheinj^tf God) Noaioiethaacaii 
The lighteit eluff befa*« tke wBUnwinK^Mt 
Mo more thaa. strkir Covld atand before the ftam^ - 
Or smallest atoms when a o-hirlwiDd came. 

The Lord, who in creation, only said. 
Let us make man. and .forth with nuwwasnailcs 
Can. in a moment, by one blut of breaA, 
Strike all mankind with an elemd ileath. 
How soon can God all man'sdevices quash. 
And wiih bis iion rod, in pieces dash 
Him like a potter's Teasel! None can stand 
Against the mighty power of bis hand. 

Be therefore wise, yekinf^t instraeted be. 
Ye rulcTsof theearth, and hencefor^ ace 
Ye serve the Lord in fear, and stand in awe 
Of sinning any more agamgt his law,- 
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APPB1ID1X4 

To others at you'd h>vc them dfto Jon.. 
Ohitoop, ye Dugkfr monxclw. ud let««M 'i 
Reject bit govtnunent, but luH the Son , , , 
While '■wntfa ti bat a little kindled, lest 
^t anger bam, and yoaithat bmv*^mmgi»vf£' 
His Uw so «ft, and waiddiiot biai •bey. 
EtemaUy ih^cU perish &on tke my 1. 
Thewayof God'sMlvMiqni vb«rclb»)tHt ' 
Are UeM'd, who in the Lord do put thev mut. 



Whom oAer's harms do wary n 



. J &V o^tir Abrcim aad Dtlntrmieet ^tbe LanJ. 

Had not the Lord been on our side. 

May Isra^ now «»y, 
We were im« •We to sbids 

The triaU of that day.' 



a down ^ iil^lM. 

Then bkd sot God for us-wsie, 
A«d tbewB hi* mighty power. 

We had been iwallow'd by our foes, 
Wh» wwlBdiiMlwoar. . 

Whcnfbejuat-pow'ri of death and bell 

Against a« did combine, 
Aftd. wtah mited fottxi, fell 



Torootuaoutt then hadnot God. 

Appeu'd'to take our part. 
And them chastised with his rod. 

And made Ihem feel the smartt 



TliMr onwl bean's desire. 



When itan'd, wtten 'itock'i,' wtannbg)' sttipl 



Vm, whi ikiii ■Mi.-^ritt ttnpealMkVUuk, 

Theii aMh j» jaUjr beat, 
Eaonth to make then- sinewi c>«cJc, 

The buHti««r« ra-grntr 
Then had nM God bee« wiA then, to 

SupfMM tkew, thWrilMltfiiAt 
Hit pov'rit was, that liorc them dkro' — 

HoOhiK couM flo^Wrtde. - 

WhtK.iiUo priaoDB wo wew thHmg'd,. . 

Where patHlencvvm lifo. 
By blooily-mindeil men, tbu lon^'d 

To tJwawaj- M>lift) 

TbeiiliKLnc^adbeutriUrairwe . 

Hadperish'd there,, no dqnbti 
Twas he preserv'd qi there, and he 

It wai tkat brought 'iu out. 

When smtencedtobiBisIiiaeBt,. • 

Inhunianly we were. 
To be fnni native countty sent. 

From ID that meticdtdear^ 

Then had aat1»«(klH*n.iplcuUfa{7mri. 

And take oar cause inkand. 
And itrudc ttiem with a panic fear, 

Whichpm therato aitand; ' 

tJ^T, had he iiM gww ji i giM li wit t; ' 

And CMi^au'd tbfvi about. 
They were, at that time, folfr bent 

Torootnlwholl;^ oOt. '. ' ■ ■" . 

Had he not g«n* with iHcBUlnc Mtr 

The teai had btx^ their gnvwt 
Or, when thc]> came where' Oief w«Te Stot,. - 

They bad •btxA sold for slavvt. 
Bol God^.an pl«^ed stilly g:iv4. 

Them Tavour wheie they came^. ' 
And in hi«tivth thiey jret 4o livei 

TafttMMhbMy^wunC' ' - . 
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And that too f«i bii uke) 

Can maj one, who caUita mind 

DelivenacM past, 
Discourag'd b* MwlnHi behuul, 

AodmBRMkapwM Iwti 

O that no unbelieving heart 

Atnnif.B* may bcfound. 
That from the hatd would new itipttt. 

And cawaid4tk*v gi**a g^iiin*. 

For,, wkhoitt donfafc the God we une, 

WiU MiU ««rt«iiM defend, 
S we fion Uto-dn anwr MNvWy 

But tract hint t» (he end. 

What if out goods, bj vieleoce, 

Fibm lu be torn, andwe. 
Of all ttunfs bat our itanocence, 
- Should whtdly itiipped Be i 

Wontd this be more thiii didlwfU 
Good JolilKnj^ &«£, mwcH'fesg i 

UclmteitKe, children nd an, 
Tet he the Ltnd iBd UM*. 

But did not Cod hit iWtck aagnmit. 

Doable trhat twaa before ) 
And dui.«nwwnM IwAatelBnt 

Tlui WW i h enld h ep* the M«ke. 

View-but til* Ulie* of Of ackU 

- "nmt uMther luu| nor i^int 

Who i* it AM M ri>«n doth yield 

TlM'MbM-ther'Midwilatd nf 

DothnM the Lord theravenifeed, ' 

And for the apixrows care ) 
And will not be, for hi* own (e«d, 

AH needful ttdngi prepare t 

The lion* ihall ihv^hnnger bear^ * 

And pine for lack of food. 
But who the Lord do truly fear, 
ShkU nothtDS want thM'* good . 



. Gnotjk 



Oh! DrhichofJNCHtlMwdiJUe' 

Tbmi God will ■■ defend, 
Who b»th been alw»y« on out udc, 

Awl-wai be to (he end- 
^tct an|fM Z>H) Mn9Mn> OMs/iua rem^ 

Hope, which OQ God ii firmly grounded, 
WiU never f^, nor be confonnded. 

No. 13. 

COLLAUDEMUS DOMIXUM. 
Come, let MpruM the Lwdwitk one consent, 
AD re, wbote hearti to honour him ue bent. 
Come, let " of hit gruioH dealings tell ; 
For with in he h»th de»lt eiceedins well . 
When him we^id not leek, he did w find. 
He gave ni light, when were dwk utd l>l«id. 
He teonsht ui home, when we were ron tMrtf, 
And let our feet i'th' new sndlivins way, 
When hmiger pin'd he giave as heivenly bread. 
And with the choicest dainties hath ui fed. __ 
He from miileading guidei deliver'd h»th. 
And led ai forwatd in the jiut man'i path. 

He h»th wUb BrBnglh and catiiaigc "k. endacd. 

With sekl for truth and chriitlaA fortitodei 

He wiidom from above doth daUy ^ivc. 

To them th« m hii truth sincerely live. 

In batde he hath lu preserv/d tboi fw, 

And made ni victjm in the holy war. 

Our enemies hMSfUtly hatk labdued. 

His swoid in blood o'th' alai* hath been »braed. 

He hath pieserved from the narhiK lion. 

And hron^t a Bitle remnwii safe to SSioa. 

Where, in hispresence, they sit down and sinj 

Eternal hallelujahs to their king, 

Wholives and reigns, andmay hisreigne«eiwl 

Tbrotijhoot the universe, uidli»ve noend. 
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